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Town of Gordonsville, Virginia 

Agenda Item Summary 

October 19, 2020 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The subject property has been used as a two-family dwelling for a number of years; however, the Town 

has no record that this use was legally permitted. The property owner wishes to continue to use the home 

on the property as a duplex and wants to do so in accordance with the Town’s zoning regulations. In 

accordance with Section 601.03-7 of the Land Development Ordinance, a two-family dwelling (duplex) 

is allowed only by conditional use permit in the R-1 Residential zoning district.  

 

Attached for Council’s review is the staff report and application submitted by the property owner.  

 

The Town of Gordonsville Planning Commission reviewed the request for a conditional use permit at 

their meeting on September 14, 2020 and voted unanimously to recommend approval. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Issuance of a conditional use permit for the use of the property as a two-family dwelling allows an 

established use to continue legally. Staff recommends that Council approve the application as presented. 

 

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 

“Motion to [approve/approve with conditions/table/deny] the request for a Conditional Use Permit filed 

by Clayton Poffenberger to use the property located at 315 N. Main Street as a two-family dwelling, as 

presented, as the desired use is compatible with surrounding property uses and is consistent with the 

Housing Goal of the Town’s 2035 Comprehensive Plan which states ‘to provide safe and affordable 

housing for all residents of the Town of Gordonsville’ as well as objective A of the Housing Goal which 

states, ‘Promote a wide variety of housing types that provide for the needs of all residents while 

recognizing that the single-family dwelling defines the character of housing within the Town.’” 

 

  

AGENDA ITEM 12d 

New Business 

AGENDA TITLE: 

Consideration of CUP2020-01 for Two-

family Dwelling at 315 N. Main Street. 

  

PRESENTER:   

Mayor Robert Coiner  

 

  
DISPOSITION: 

[X] Action Required  [   ] For Discussion 

[   ] Consent Agenda  [   ] Closed Session 

[   ] Informational  

  

 

ATTACHMENTS:      

[X]  yes                       [   ]  no 
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REQUEST 
315 N. Main Street Duplex 
Application #CUP2020-01 
STAFF REPORT 
September 8, 2020 

 
 
Applicant: Clayton Poffenberger 
Location: 315 N. Main Street 
Tax Map: 068A2012700030 

Current Zoning: R-1 Residential  
Requested Use: Duplex 
Acreage:  0.253 Ac 

  

  

Background 
 
The subject property has been used as a two-family dwelling for a number of years; however, the 

Town has no record that this use was legally permitted. The property owner wishes to continue 

to use the home on the property as a duplex and wants to do so in accordance with the Town’s 

zoning regulations. In accordance with Section 601.03-7 of the Land Development Ordinance, a 

two-family dwelling (duplex) is allowed only by conditional use permit in the R-1 Residential 

zoning district.  

 

Attached for review is the application submitted by the property owner (see Attachment A).  

 

 
Property, Location and Zoning 
 

Subject Property 

 

The subject property is located on the western side of N. Main Street just south of the 

intersection of North Main and W. Baker Streets and is presently zoned R-1 Residential.  

 

Permitted Uses 

 

A duplex is permitted in R-1 through the issuance of a conditional use permit.  

 

Surrounding Properties 

 

The zoning of properties surrounding the subject parcel is R-1 Residential, and the predominant 

use is single family homes.  

 

Attached for reference is a map that shows the zoning of the subject parcel and surrounding 

properties (see Attachment B). 

 
 
Analysis 
 
Section 601.06 of the Town’s Land Development Ordinance states that the following issues are 

to be considered by the Planning Commission in the deliberation of a request for a conditional 

use permit. 
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Compatibility with Surrounding Uses 

 

The subject property is surrounded by other residential uses. While most are single family 

dwellings, the properties located at 205, 207, 210 and 308 N. Main Street are duplexes.  

 

Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan 

 

The Housing Goal of the Town of Gordonsville Comprehensive Plan 2035 states, “To provide 

safe and affordable housing for all residents of the Town of Gordonsville.”1 More specifically, 

Objective A of the Housing Goal states, “Promote a wide variety of housing types that provide 

for the needs of all residents while recognizing that the single-family dwelling defines the 

character of housing within the town.” Allowing the subject property to continue to be used as a 

two-family dwelling would be consistent with the Housing Goal of the comprehensive plan, 

particularly given the structure resembles a single-family dwelling. 

 

Use is in the Public Interest 

 

Issuance of a conditional use permit for the use of the property as a two-family dwelling allows 

an established use to continue legally.  

 

Compliance with All Provisions of Law and Town Ordinances 

 

Because the property has been consistently used as a two-family dwelling, both on-street and off-

street parking is available for use by the tenants. Issuance of a conditional use permit for the use 

of the property as a two-family dwelling will bring a previously unpermitted use into 

conformance with the Town’s Land Development Ordinance. 

                                                 
1 Town of Gordonsville Comprehensive Plan 2035, page 91. 

















Attachment B 
 

Zoning Map for CUP2020-01 – 315 N. Main Street 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Source: Town of Gordonsville Zoning Map, Adopted 10-26-2009 
Map prepared by Town of Gordonsville staff 
Map not to scale.  

CUP 2020-01 
315 N. Main Street 


	CUP2020-1 Staff Report 9-8-2020 with attachments.pdf
	Staff Report 9-8-2020.pdf
	CUP application - 315 N. Main Street
	property zoning map


