




Village of Matteson – TMDL Status 
 

According to the 2016 Assessment by the IEPA, none of the assessed waterways within the Village of 

Matteson have an approved TMDL. The following is a summary of information obtained from the 

Resource Management Mapping Service (www.rmms.illinois.edu/RMMS-JSAPI/): 

 

Assessed 

Stream/Watershed 
Butterfield Creek Thorn Creek Hickory Creek 

Location Within Corporate Limits 
Downstream of Corporate 

Limits 

Downstream of Corporate 

Limits 

HUC 10 
0712000302 

 
0712000302 0712000406 

AUID IL_HBDB-03 Various Various 

2016 303(d) List/ 

Prioritization 

(Appendix A-1) 

Medium, Low Medium 
Medium 

 

Designated Use 

(Appendix A-1) 

Aquatic Life, Primary 

Contact Recreation 
Aquatic Life 

Aquatic Life, Primary 

Contact Recreation 

Cause of Impairment 

(Appendix A-1) 

Hexachlorobenzene, Fecal 

Coliform 

 

(Impairments for entire 

Thorn Creek Watershed, 

may or may not be direct 

contribution from 

Matteson MS4):  

Aldrin, Chlordane, 

Chloride, DDT, Dieldrin, 

Endrin, Fluoride, 

Hexachlorobenzene, 

Phosphorus (Total), 

Polychlorinated biphenyls, 

Total Suspended Solids 

(TSS) 

(Impairments for entire 

Hickory Creek Watershed, 

may or may not be direct 

contribution from 

Matteson MS4):  

Arsenic, Chloride, 

Dissolved Oxygen, Fecal 

Coliform, pH, Phosphorus 

(Total), Total Suspended 

Solids (TSS) 

Two Year Schedule 

for TMDL 

Development, 2016-

2018 

(Appendix A-3) 

Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. 

Status 

(Appendix A-6) 
Not listed. 

Stage 3 (Model calibration, 

TMDL Scenarios, 

Implementation Plan) 

Not listed. 

Illinois EPA Projects 

in TMDL Watersheds 

(Appendix A-7) 

Not listed. 
Thorn Creek Watershed 

Based Plan (NIPC), 2005. 
Not listed. 

Category 4C – Not 

caused by pollutants 

(Appendix A-8) 

Not listed. Not listed. Not listed. 

TMDL Report on 

Website. 
N/A 

Stage 1 Report (AECOM), 

2011. 
N/A. 

 

  



What Is a TMDL? 
The establishment of a Total Maximum Daily Load sets the pollutant reduction goal necessary to improve 
impaired waters. It determines the load, or quantity, of any given pollutant that can be allowed in a 
particular water body. A TMDL must consider all potential sources of pollutants, whether point or 
nonpoint. It also takes into account a margin of safety, which reflects scientific uncertainty, as well as the 
effects of seasonal 
variation. 
 

Why Develop TMDLs? 
Section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act requires states to identify waters that do not meet 
applicable water quality standards or do not fully support their designated uses. States are required to 
submit a prioritized list of impaired waters, known as the 303(d) List, to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency for review and approval. The CWA also requires that a TMDL be developed for each pollutant of 
an impaired water body. Illinois EPA is responsible for carrying out the mandates of the Clean Water Act 
for the state of Illinois. 
 

The TMDL Process 
Developing TMDLs in a watershed begins with the collection of vast amounts of data on factors including 
water quality, point source discharge, precipitation, soils, geology, topography, and land use 
(construction, agriculture, mining, etc.) within that specific watershed. All impaired water-body segments 
within the watershed are identified, along with the potential pollutants causing the impairments.  
 
Next, Illinois EPA determines the tools necessary to develop the TMDL. In most cases, computer models 
are used to calculate pollutant loads. The appropriate model or models are selected based on the 
pollutants of concern, the amount of data available, and the type of water body. Once the model is 
selected, the data collected for the watershed are entered, and the model is calibrated and verified so that 
the computed values match those of known field data. The model can then be used to develop different 
scenarios, by first determining the amount of specific pollutants  each source contributes, then calculating 
the amount each pollutant needs to be reduced, and finally specifying how the reduced pollutant load 
would be allocated among the different sources. 
 
After the reduced pollutant loads have been determined, an implementation plan is developed for the 
watershed spelling out the actions necessary to achieve the goals. The plan specifies limits for point 
source discharges and recommends best management practices (BMPs) for non-point sources. It also 
estimates associated costs and lays out a schedule for implementation. Commitment to the 
implementation plan by the citizens who live and work in the watershed is essential to success in 
reducing the pollutant loads and improving water quality. 
 

Improved Water Quality 
The goal of TMDLs is better water quality for Illinois. Improving lakes, rivers, and streams has a positive 
impact on the quality and quantity of the fish and animals that depend on these waters for habitat, food, 
breeding, and survival. This in turn contributes to balanced, healthy ecosystems. 
 
Beyond the ecological benefits, cleaner water increases opportunities for fishing, boating, and other 
recreational activities and improves the overall appearance of lakes, rivers, and streams. A cleaner 
source of drinking water can mean lower treatment costs, which may reduce water expenses for local 
citizens and businesses. Protecting and restoring the quality of Illinois waters is ultimately the 
responsibility of everyone. The success of a TMDL implementation plan typically depends on the 
cooperation of those who live and work in the watershed. Citizens can take ownership of their 
local water bodies by adopting suggested BMPs and encouraging others to do the same. By 
integrating sound science with public support, TMDLs can be a valuable tool for improving and 
protecting our precious water resources. 
 

For more information about Illinois’ TMDL program, visit: www.epa.state.il.us/water/tmdl 



Village of Matteson 
Annual Water Quality Report 

For the Period of January 1 to December 31, 2015 
Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) - 2016 

The Illinois EPA completed the Source Water Assessment Program 
for our supply. The Illinois EPA implemented a Source Water 
Assessment Program (SWAP) to assist with water shed protection 
of public drinking water supplies. The SWAP inventories potential 
sources of contamination and determined the susceptibility of 
source water to contamination. 

Source Water Location 
The City of Chicago utilizes Lake Michigan as its source water 
via two water treatment plants. The Jardine Water Purification 
plant serves the northern areas of the city and suburbs, while the 
South Water Purification Plant serves the southern areas of the city 
and suburbs. Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that is entirely 
contained within the United States. It borders Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin, and is the second largest Great Lake by 
volume with 1, 180 cubic miles of water and the third largest by 
area . 

The Illinois EPA considers all surface water sources of community 
water supply to be susceptible to potential pollution problems. 
The very nature of surface water allows contaminants to migrate 
into the intake with no protection only dilution. This is the reason 
for mandatory treatment for all surface water supplies in Illinois. 
Chicago's offshore intakes are located at a distance that shoreline 
impacts are not usually considered a factor on water quality. At 
certain times of the year, however, the potential for contamination 
exists due to wet-weather flows and river reversals. In addition, 
the placement of the crib structures may serve to attract waterfowl, 
gull s and terns that frequent the Great Lakes area, thereby 
concentrating fecal deposits at the intake and thus compromising 
the source water quality. Conversely, the shore intakes are highly 
susceptible to storn1 water runoff, marinas and shoreline point 
sources due to the influx of groundwater to the lake. Further 
information on our community water supply's Source Water 
Assessment Program is available by calling the City of Chicago, 
Department of Water Management at (312) 744-6635. 

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be 
expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. 
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that 
water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants 
and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 
USEPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline ( l -800-426-4791 ). 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking 
water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons 
who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek 
advice about drinking water from their health care providers. 
USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of 
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants 
are available from the USEPA'S Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
( 1-800-426-4 791 ). 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes 
regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits 
for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same 
protection for public health. 

Voluntary Testing 
The Chicago Water Department of Water Management monitors 
for contaminants that are proposed to be regulated on for which no 
standards currently exist but which could provide useful 
information in assessing the quality of the source water or the 
drinking water. 

Cryptosporidium - Analyses have been conducted monthly on the 
source water since April 1993. Cryptosporidium has not been 
detected in these samples. Treatment processes have been 
optimized to ensure that if there are Cryptosporidium cysts in the 
source water, they will be removed during the treatment process. 
By maintaining a low turbidity and thereby removing the particles 
from the water, the threat of Cryptosporidium organisms getting 
into the drinking water system is greatly reduced. 

The Department of Water Management has added testing methods 
to those already performed to assess water quality. The objective 
of the additional testing is to detect changes in water quality in a 
timely manner. Protocol for screening water samples for presence 
of endospores has been developed. 

Anthrax organisms belong to the group of bacteria, which can 
produce endospores. If samples are positive for the presence of 
endospores, further identification can be done to determine which 
bacteria are present. Samples are tested to develop a historical 
record of resu lts and a database of information. No harmful 
bacteria have been identified. 
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Water Conservation 

One of the biggest offenders in the home for water waste is the toilet, accounting for approximately 26.7% of the water used daily inside the 
house. By switching to the high-efficiency models of toilets, homeowners can make a huge dent in this number. These toilets are designed, 
tested and proven to take care of business with very I ittle water. Some models actually use less than one gallon per flush . 

Showers are another area in the home where water is wasted, responsible for about 16.8% of household daily water usage. Switching your 
shower head to a high efficiency model and shortening the time you are in the shower can help reduce water usage. 

How about that dripping faucet you keep meaning to fix? Faucet use adds up to 15. 7% ofa household's daily water usage. Did you know that 
simply by installing aerators on your bathroom and kitchen faucets can save you up to a gallon of water per minute, per faucet? 

In addition to those obvious sink leaks, there are less obvious leaks lurking in your home, wasting your precious water. The easiest of these 
leaks to detect on your own is a leaky flapper in your toilet. Here's a test: open the tank of your toilet and put in a few drops of food coloring. 
Replace the tank lid and wait a good 5-10 minutes or so. When the time is up, check the bowl of the toilet. If any color has made its way 
down into the bowl, you have a leaky flapper. Unfortunately, this means that your toilet is wasting water. Fortunately, replacing the flapper on 
your toilet is an easy fix . Simply take the model name and date of manufacture of your toilet (stamped inside the tank) to your local hardware 
supply store and they will help you find a replacement flapper. Toilet leak detection tablets are also available at the Village Hall. These tablets 
are free of charge to Matteson residents. 

Simple Ways to Keep Stormwater Drains Clean 

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants. Stormwater can flow into a 
storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river, wetland or coastal water. Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged 
untreated into the waterbodies we use for swimming, fishing and providing drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation's greatest threat to 
clean water. 

By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste, grass clippings and automotive 
fluids off the ground and out of stormwater. Adopt these healthy household habits and help protect lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands and coastal 
waters. Remember to share the habits with your neighbors!! 

Healthy Household Habits for Clean Water: 

Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on a lawn or other unpaved surface to minimize the amount of dirty, soapy water flowing 
into the storm drain. 

Check your car, boat, motorcycle and other machinery and equipment for leaks and spills. 

Don't dump used oil and other automotive fluids down the storm drain. 

Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. 

Sweep up yard debris, rather than hosing down areas. Compost or recycle yard waste when possible. 

Don't overwater your lawn. Water during the cool times of the day and don't let water run off into the storm drain. 

Cover piles of dirt and mulch being used in landscaping projects to prevent these pollutants from blowing or washing off your yard into 
local waterbodies. 

If you notice the storm drain in front of your home or in your area is covered with leaves or debris, help out your neighborhood by cleaning 
the drain off so rainwater can flow into the stormwater system instead of flooding the streets and yards. 

REMEMBER: ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN!! 

2015 Regulated Contaminants Detected 
Lead and Copper 
Definitions: 
Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must 
follow. - If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in 
drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We are responsible for providing 
high quality drinking water, but we cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for 
several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking 
or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is avai lable from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http: //epa.gov/safewater/ lead. 
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is not known or expected risk to health. ALFs allow 
for a margin of safety. 
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Public Works Updates

CENTRAL AVENUE IMPROVEMENTS
Roadway improvement work has resumed on Central Avenue 
between Lincoln Highway and Vollmer Road as part of a $1 million 
surfacing program. The federally funded project is governed by the 
State and began last October. Milling and resurfacing of the road is 
currently taking place.

THE POINT AT GLENEAGLE TRAIL RESTORATION PROJECT
A restoration project is currently taking place within the Point at 
Gleneagle Trail subdivision. A contractor has been out grinding 
and resurfacing the streets, performing manhole adjustments and 
establishing new sidewalks. This work is being done utilizing a 
letter of credit from the developer.

Arbor Day 2016
The Village celebrated its 24th year of Tree City status 
during this year’s Arbor Day celebration on April 29, 
2016. Arbor Day is an international holiday that is 
often celebrated by the planting of a tree. This year, 
the Public Works Department along with Village 
Administrator Brian Mitchell, members of the Police 
Department, Fire Department, and other Village 
staff planted a tree with the students at St. Paul 
Lutheran School. The students enjoyed being part of a 
celebration and learned more about the importance of 
trees to our environment.

Stormwater Fees
WHAT IS A STORMWATER FEE?
Like gas, electricity, water and sewage, stormwater runoff can 
be managed as a utility on the concept that every property in a 
watershed contributes stormwater 
runoff and should support the 
operation, maintenance, and 
rehabilitation of stormwater 
drainage systems in the Village.

HOW IS THE FEE USED?
The Stormwater Utility Fee is used 
to maintain, improve, expand 
and when necessary, replace the 
Village stormwater and storm drainage infrastructure. The result is 
reduced flooding and improved stream quality; making Matteson 
more attractive, safe and environmentally sustainable. These 
activities protect storm drain pipes from collapse and stormwater 
management facilities from dam failures.

Where Does Matteson’s Water 
Come From?
The Village of Matteson receives water pumped from Lake 
Michigan; it is treated and filtered by the City of Chicago, then 
pumped to the Village of Oak Lawn. Oak Lawn treats the water 
with chlorine gas, and then pumps it to the Village of Matteson’s 
three ground storage tanks. 

Two of these tanks hold 1.5 million gallons each and the other 
stores 3 million gallons. Our two water towers each hold 0.5 million 
gallons for a total storage capacity in Matteson of 7 million gallons. 
The Village also treats the water with chlorine before it leaves the 
station. On average, the Village pumps 1.6 million gallons per day 
to the community. 

Governed by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), the Village is required to take 30 water samples every month 
and have them tested for bacteria. The results of these tests are 
sent to the EPA office. We anticipate making these sample reports 
available for public viewing on the Village website very soon. 
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Engineering Division 

The Engineering Division of the Community Development Department is responsib le 
for the review of all residential , commercial, and industrial site developments to 
insure compliance with Village Codes and Ordinances, including the Village's 
Floodplain and Stormwater Management Code. Currently, the Village relies on a third 
party engineering consultant to perform Division responsibilities . 

The Division also reviews permit applications and submittals that the developer or 
property owner is required to obtain from other government agencies such as the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, Cook County Highway Department, 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, I llinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, US Army Corps of Engineers, Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources and Federal Emergency Management Agency . 

The Division also performs construct ion specifications and observation to insure that 
insta llation of new infrastructure meets the construct ion specifications and 
requirements shown on Vi llage approved plans. Additionally, the Village Engineer 
assists Planning and Bui lding Services, and the Public Works Department and other 
Vi llage Departments as needed . The Village Engi neer also meets with residents and 
property owners to investigate their concerns within the scope of the Division's duties 
and responsibil ities . 

Contact Information: 

Main Village Hall Line: (708) 283-4900 
Engineering Division: (708) 283-4944 

Robinson Engineering 
17000 South Park Avenue 
South Holland, IL 60473 

Phone: (708) 33 1-6700 

http: //www. villageofmatteson. org/ departments/ engi neeringdi vision/ 

Department Documents 

Engineering Notes 
Engineering Review Fees 
Floodplain & Stormwater 
Management Code 
Land Cash for Schools & Parks 

5/30/2017 
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i/a.5 / l<o 

Staff was out this week responding to Phone Calls, Work Orders, Routine and Follow up 
Maintenance throughout the Village. 

On August 18th staff poured 19 yards of specialized concrete to the fuel tank farm at the Public 
Works facility. The repairs to the monitoring systems were completed and the new pad is in 
place. The new design does not allow for storm water runoff to travel across the fill ports for the 
underground fuel vessels. As of August 25th, the fuel island is again accessible on either side. 

The department has recently received numerous complaints from residents in the Providence 
Manor subdivision; these concerns were related to the long run times of their sump pumps in the 
homes. While inspecting the area, staff noticed unusual amounts of storm water standing in 
nearly all street catch basins. The problem was traced back to the wetland area west of the 
subdivision, behind the 100 block of Central A venue. The outflow drainage structure in the 
wetland was no longer visible, and no longer in working condition. Staff performed an 
excavation near the water's edge to expose the 36" concrete pipe responsible for this drainage, 
breached the pipe, and opened a channel to provide immediate relief to the drainage systems 
feeding the wetland. As of Thursday afternoon, the substitute drainage was still in use, the catch 
basins dropped three feet and plans for a permanent repair are being determined. A serious 
basement flooding problem was avoided by the quick actions of the department. 

i Our street sweeper is still out working its way through our village subdivisions, clearing all curbs 
and gutters of debris. The sweeper is presently attending to the streets in the following 
subdivisions Apple/Oak, Butterfield and Feather Creek sub divisions as well we have been 
working in the Business District surrounding Matteson A venue. The sweeper will be continuing 
westward until all subdivisions have been completed. 

* Parks Maintenance and Public Works staff have been out mowing and weed eating several areas 
throughout town, the particular areas we have addressed are Unity Bridge, retention ponds, 
creeks, parks, right of ways and municipal buildings. 

Water Resources is currently working to install the Neptune software and equipment to upgrade 
our water system to allow for more efficiency in the collection of water meter information. In 
recent months the data collectors have been placed around the Village. These data collectors 
eliminate the need for a street by street ride through by staff. This is a radio frequency product 
that can get water readings every 15 minutes and will be available to Department staff via 
computer. Currently Water Resources are preforming their propagation analysis to begin the 
integration of these new additions. 

This week water staff is also performing our bi-monthly water meter reading for the upcoming 
September billing. The water staff members also have continued working with the residents to 
discover possible leaks contributing to higher water bills. In addition to those duties, we 
continue to process requests for final water reads and connection of water service. 
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* With fall season being upon us we have had to continually have our street sweeper out clearing 
the fallen leaves from our village curb lines. The sweeper has been moving throughout our 
village subdivisions. It started out in the east section of town in Holden Park, Old Matteson and 
Apple/ Oak areas working westward. The sweeper is presently in the following subdivisions 
Butterfield, Glen Ridge and Woodgate. The sweeper will continue westward until all. 

We continue to receive a high volume JULIE locates. Our staff has been out daily working on 
these tickets. Locates require staff to identify and mark our underground infrastructure. These 
locates were done throughout the town based on many requests by residents and businesses 
requesting to dig in the area. Locates are important to prevent damage to underground 
infrastructure such as water, sewer/sanitary and cable lines. 

With the unseasonably warm weather our Parks Maintenance and Public Works staff continues 
to work to beautify our village. We are mowing our village right of ways, the Unity Bridge, 
retention ponds, creeks, parks, all municipal buildings and subdivisions have been completed. 

We are continuously working to prepare all of our plow trucks for the upcoming winter season. 
Staff has been sand blasting, re-welding, priming and painting the beds of our older trucks. This 
is done to restore the beds that deteriorate and rust over time due to hauling dirt, stone and the 
heavy salt usage during winter months. We have also been hooking up the front mount plows; 
checking the salt spreaders to assure they are in working order. As well installing new plow 
blades on the big trucks with under belly' s, brake drums etc. In addition to mechanical repairs in 
preparations we have also been sending our vehicles to the state certified safety lane sites for the 
yearly vehicle safety inspections. 

This week we are picking up trees from the nursery to begin our fall tree planting project. We 
will start with 35 properties that have lost their parkway tree due to the Emerald Ash Borer. 
Planting will begin planting as early as next week. 

This week we had staff out working on work orders for tree trimmings and the remaining 
removals. We have strategically targeted trimming up trees with low hanging branches and we 
continue to remove a large amount of branch piles. 

Water bills will be arriving at homes and businesses by early next week. Our water staff has also 
been out servicing homes and businesses, thoroughly checking for possible leaks that can be the 
central cause in their water bill increase. In doing this we have been able to determine in most 
instances the cause for the spikes in water bills. Staff continues to work with the new 
construction in Brookmere ensuring that meters and MIU's are installed in all new units. 
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