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CITY OF NEW BERN
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
JULY 14, 2020 — 6:00 P.M.
CITY HALL COURTROOM
300 POLLOCK STREET

Meeting opened by Mayor Dana E. Outlaw. Prayer Coordinated by Alderman Aster.
Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call.
Request and Petition of Citizens.

Consent Agenda

Consider Accepting a Petition to Annex Property Identified as Tax Parcel ID 8-209-
13001 and Adopting a Resolution to Call for a Public Hearing on the Annexation.

Approve Minutes.

Fe e e e e e e de e de de e de g dede ke deoke

Conduct a Public Hearing on the Rezoning of 2409 Oaks Road; and
a) Consider Adopting a Statement of Zoning Consistency or Inconsistency; and
b) Consider Adopting an Ordinance Rezoning 2409 Oaks Road.

Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Historic
District Guidelines.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Encouraging the NC Department of Transportation
to Proceed with the NC Highway 43 Connector Project.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving the Sale of 2203 Chestnut Avenue.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Lease and License Agreement with
the Friends of New Bern Fireman’s Museum, Inc.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Approve Amendments to the City of New Bern
Water and Sewer Design Standards.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Agreement with the
NC Office of Recovery and Resiliency for a Grant Award.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Capital Project Ordinance for the
Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan Grant Project Fund.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Implementation of Credit Card
Services for Payment of Ultility Bills and City Fees.
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16.

17.

18.
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20.
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22.

23.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Capital Project Ordinance for the 2019
Electric Improvements Project Fund.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Include the Redevelopment Commission in the
City’s Budgeting and Accounting System.

Consider Adopting a Budget Ordinance Amendment for the FY20-21 Annual
Adopted Budget.

Appointment(s).
Attorney’s Report.

City Manager’s Report.
New Business.

Closed Session.

Adjourn.

NDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE SHOULD CALL
639-7501 NO LATER THAN 3 P.M. THE DATE OF THE MEETING






Consent Agenda

Consider Accepting a Petition to Annex Property Identified as Tax Parcel ID
8-209-13001 and Adopting a Resolution to Call for a Public Hearing on the
Annexation.

(Ward 5) Clifford Parson, on behalf of Weyerhaeuser NR Company, has requested
Tax Parcel 8-209-13001 be annexed into the City. The parcel is an approximate
11.02-acre tract of land located in West New Bern (formerly Craven 30). It is
requested a public hearing be called for July 28, 2020 to consider this request for
annexation. A memo from Jeff Ruggieri, Director of Development Services, is
attached.

Approve Minutes.

Draft minutes from the special meeting on June 15, 2020 and the regular meeting
on June 23, 2020 are provided for review and approval.

dedededede dededode dedededeode ek ko keoke

Conduct a Public Hearing on the Rezoning of 2409 Oaks Road; and

a) Consider Adopting a Statement of Zoning Consistency or Inconsistency;
and

b) Consider Adopting an Ordinance Rezoning 2409 Oaks Road.

(Ward 5) This public hearing was originally noticed for April 14, 2020 and has been
continued twice due to the restrictions imposed by the Governor’s Executive Order
relative to the COVID-19 pandemic. A public hearing was ultimately held on June
23, 2020, and the issue of consistency or inconsistency was considered by the
Board. After a statement of inconsistency was adopted, it was brought to the
Board’s attention that Alderman Kinsey did not understand the motion when he cast
his vote. After much debate, the Board voted to reconsider that issue at this
meeting. Subsequently, it has been determined that the public hearing held on
June 23 was not properly noticed. On the advice of the City Attorney, the public
hearing has been re-noticed and will also be conducted at this meeting.

As a point of history, Nasr Algaradi requested to rezone a 0.25-acre parcel located
at 2409 Oaks Road from R-6S Residential District to C-4 Neighborhood Business
District. A previous request to rezone this property to C-3 Commercial District was
denied by the Board of Aldermen due to the perceived impacts a vape/tobacco shop
would have on the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. Algaradi has since amended his
plans to utilize the property as a convenience store. He is, therefore, seeking to
have the property rezoned as C-4 Neighborhood Business District. The Planning
and Zoning Board unanimously approved this request at its March 3, 2020 meeting.
A memo from Mr. Ruggieri is attached.



10.

Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider Adopting an Amendment to the
Historic District Guidelines.

The Historic Preservation Commission (“HPC”) has approved revisions to the New
Bern Historic District Guidelines, which are part of the Land Use Ordinance. The
guidelines were last updated in early 2017, and the proposed revisions will address
some new issues as well as clarify some of the grey areas. The revisions were
unanimously approved by the HPC at their June 17, 2020 meeting and by the
Planning & Zoning Board at its July 7, 2020 meeting. A memo from Matt Schelly,
City Planner, is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Encouraging the NC Department of
Transportation to Proceed with the NC Highway 43 Connector Project.

The project to extend a 2.3-mile portion of the Highway 43 Connector has been
placed on hold by the NC Department of Transportation (‘“NCDOT”). This resolution
encourages NCDOT to move forward with the project, as it will promote and
enhance economic development in New Bern and Craven County, as well as
improve connectivity within the local community and between Greenville and New
Bern. Failure to move forward with the project could negatively impact the area’s
economic growth.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving the Sale of 2203 Chestnut
Avenue.

(Ward 2) After receiving a bid of $375.00, the Board adopted a resolution on May
12, 2020 to initiate the upset bid process for 2203 Chestnut Avenue. The bid was
advertised, but no additional bids were received. The property is a vacant 0.06-
acre lot with a tax value of $750.00. The offer represents 50% of the value. The
property was acquired jointly by the City and County through tax foreclosure in May
of 2019. The Commissioner’s Deed states the taxes, interest, and penalties due to
the City at the time of the foreclosure were $556.45, and the City contributed
$480.99 toward the cost of the foreclosure proceeding. A memo from Brenda
Blanco, City Clerk, is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Lease and License Agreement
with the Friends of New Bern Fireman’s Museum, Inc.

(Ward 1) The lease and license agreements between the City and Friends of New
Bern Fireman’s Museum have expired, and new agreements are needed. The
lease agreement covers the city-owned buildings at 420 and 422 Broad Street that
are utilized by the museum. The license agreement covers the City’s personal
property that is located within the museum (artifacts, etc.). Both agreements are
for a term of 10 years and will expire on June 30, 2030. A memo from Matt
Montanye, Director of Public Works, is attached.



1.

12.

13.

14.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Approve Amendments to the City of New
Bern Water and Sewer Design Standards.

In 2007, the City’s Water and Sewer Design Standards were originally issued for
the purpose of providing a comprehensive guideline for developers, builders, and
engineers who desired to extend, connect to, or otherwise alter the City’s existing
water or sewer infrastructure. The standards were most recently revised in January
2018 to reflect changes in state regulations, construction practices, and material
standards. A review of the current version yielded several minor technical and
grammatical changes that need to be made. Those changes have been
incorporated and are outlined in the red-lined version that is attached. A memo
from Jordan Hughes, City Engineer, is also attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Agreement
with the NC Office of Recovery and Resiliency for a Grant Award.

The City has been awarded a $328,500 grant from the NC Office of Recovery and
Resiliency’s Distressed Local Government Program. The award will be used to
support the City’s resiliency, recovery, and mitigation efforts over the next three
years through the hiring of a consultant to assist staff with managing such projects.
Three hundred thousand dollars will be used for capacity building measures, and
the remaining balance will put toward funding a vehicle to support these efforts. A
memo from Amanda Ohlensehlen, Community & Economic Development Manager,
is attached.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Capital Project Ordinance for the
Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan Grant Project Fund.

The Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan Grant Project Fund needs to be
amended to recognize the $328,500 grant funds referenced in the previous item,
as well as $70,000 from the State’s Environmental Enhancement Grant Program to
support phase two of a resiliency and mitigation plan, and $5,000 from the NC
Department of Cultural Resources to support phase one of the plan. A memo from
Mary Hogan, Director of Finance, is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Implementation of Credit
Card Services for Payment of Utility Bills and City Fees.

The City currently uses third-party vendors to accept debit and credit cards for
payment of utility costs and city fees. The vendors charge a convenience fee to the
customer, and there is no cost to the City. However, staff has identified several
benefits for both the City and its customers if this service were provided inhouse.
To accomplish this, card machines must be purchased at a cost of $1,750. The
City will also incur recurring charges of $6.95 a month for the PCI compliance fee
and a small fee for each transaction. Mrs. Hogan will share a PowerPoint
presentation to review these benefits and the anticipated costs to the City.



15.

16.

17.

18.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Capital Project Ordinance for the
2019 Electric Improvements Project Fund.

The City has received a $320,000 grant from the Golden Leaf Foundation. These
funds will be used to elevate identified electrical boxes and components to prevent
future flood damage and increase system reliability during storm events. A memo
from Mrs. Hogan is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Include the Redevelopment Commission
in the City’s Budgeting and Accounting System.

The Board adopted an ordinance on May 8, 2019 to create the Redevelopment
Commission of the City of New Bern. Chapter 160A- of the NC General Statutes
allows the operations of a Redevelopment Commission to be budgeted and
accounted for in the City’s budgeting and accounting system. The City Manager
and Director of Finance are required to administer and control that portion of the
budget. This resolution establishes the Commission as part of the City’s budget. A
memo from Mrs. Hogan is attached.

Consider Adopting a Budget Ordinance Amendment for the FY20-21 Annual
Adopted Budget.

(Wards 1 and 3) On June 9, 2020, the City entered into a 10-year lease agreement
with Craven Community College for the city-owned property at 106 and 114-120
Rhem Street. The old garage facility will be used to operate a diesel mechanic and
heavy-equipment operator workforce training center. The lease required an upfront
payment of $175,000 from the College and annual payments of $1. Those funds
have been received and will be used by the City to upfit the garage facility. The
budget amendment appropriates the funds designated for the improvements.
Additionally, the amendment creates a new special revenue fund to account for
revenues and expenditures of the Redevelopment Commission. The initial budget
will be established with a transfer of $455,000 from the General Fund, which are
the proceeds from the sale of the Carolina Avenue property to the Housing
Authority. A memo from Mrs. Hogan is attached.

Appointment(s).

a) On June 25, 2019, Dr. Steve Stelma was appointed to serve as the veterinarian
to review and make determinations of a dog’s status with respect to whether it
IS vicious, dangerous, or potentially dangerous. This is an annual appointment,
and Dr. Stelma needs to be reappointed or a new veterinarian appointed to
serve in this capacity. A memo from Mrs. Blanco is attached with additional
information.

b) Mark Best's seat on the Police Civil Service Board has expired. He may
continue to serve until a new appointment is made, but is ineligible to serve a
consecutive term. Alderman Odham is next on the rotation to make an
appointment to this Board. A memo from Mrs. Blanco is attached and describes
the requirements and limitations of those appointed to this Board.



19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

Attorney’s Report.
City Manager’s Report.
New Business.

Closed Session.

Adjourn.
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