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CITY OF NEW BERN
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2021 — 6:00 P.M.
CITY HALL COURTROOM
300 POLLOCK STREET

Meeting opened by Mayor Dana E. Outlaw. Prayer Coordinated by Alderwoman
Harris. Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call.
Request and Petition of Citizens.

Consent Agenda

Approve Minutes.

Fe e e e e e e de e de de e de g dede ke deoke

Conduct a Public Hearing on the Rezoning of 3498 Martin Drive from [-2 Industrial
District to I-1 Industrial District; and

a) Consider Adopting a Statement of Zoning Consistency or Inconsistency; and
b) Consider Adopting an Ordinance to Rezone 3498 Martin Drive.

Discuss Submitting a Letter to the North Carolina Attorney General Regarding
Suddenlink/Altice USA Issues.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Request Local Legislation to Authorize the City
of New Bern to Regulate Navigable Waters Within its Corporate Limits.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Request Local Legislation to Authorize the City
of New Bern to Charge a “Fee in Lieu of Construction” for Sidewalks Required for
New Developments Requiring Site Plan Review.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Use of Electronic Signatures in
Transactions with the City of New Bern.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Contract with Fund Development, LLC
for Grant-Writing Services.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving an Automatic Aid Agreement for Fire
Protection.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving the 2020 Community Development
Block Grant Subrecipient Monitoring Plan for the Community Development Block
Grant Entitlement Program.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the North
Carolina Land and Water Fund.
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Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Drainage Improvements Project Fund.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation Plan
Grant Project Fund.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Addition of a Streetlight on Lucerne
Way.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Addition of a Streetlight on Cherry
Tree Drive.

Consider Adopting an Ordinance for the Demolition of 1117 H Street.
Appointment(s).

Attorney’s Report.

City Manager’s Report.

New Business.

Closed Session.

Adjourn.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES REQUIRING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE SHOULD CALL
639-7501 NO LATER THAN 3 P.M. THE DATE OF THE MEETING






Conduct a Public Hearing on the Rezoning of 3498 Martin Drive from [-2
Industrial District to I-1 Industrial District; and

a) Consider Adopting a Statement of Zoning Consistency or Inconsistency;
and
b) Consider Adopting an Ordinance to Rezone 3498 Martin Drive.

(Ward 6) MMJH, LLC has requested to rezone a 2.36-acre parcel located at 3498
Martin Drive from -2 Industrial District to I-1 Industrial District. The parcel is further
identified as Tax Parcel ID 8-208-147. The Planning and Zoning Board
unanimously approved the rezoning request at their December 1, 2020 meeting.
After conducting a public hearing, the Board will need to consider adopting a
statement of zoning consistency or inconsistency prior to considering the ordinance
to rezone the property. A memo from Jeff Ruggieri, Director of Development
Services, is attached.

Discuss Submitting a Letter to the North Carolina Attorney General Regarding
Suddenlink/Altice USA Issues.

In response to longstanding complaints from citizens about issues with Suddenlink
(now Altice USA) and in an effort to form an alliance with other municipalities whose
citizens are experiencing similar issues, it is proposed the Board send a letter to
the NC Attorney General seeking their assistance.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Request Local Legislation to Authorize
the City of New Bern to Regulate Navigable Waters Within its Corporate
Limits.

As discussed at the Board’s work session on January 5, 2021, the proposed
resolution asks the NC General Assembly to introduce local legislation to authorize
New Bern to regulate navigable waters that are within its corporate limits and to add
certain navigable waters to the corporate city limits. If approved, the resolution will
be forwarded to the City’s delegates in the NC Senate and NC House of
Representatives. A memo from Foster Hughes, Director of Parks and Recreation,
is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution to Request Local Legislation to Authorize
the City of New Bern to Charge a “Fee in Lieu of Construction” for Sidewalks
Required for New Developments Requiring Site Plan Review.

As discussed at the Board’s work session on January 5, 2021, the proposed
resolution asks the NC General Assembly to introduce local legislation to authorize
New Bern to charge a “fee in lieu of construction” for sidewalks required for new
developments requiring a site plan. If approved, this resolution will also be
forwarded to the City’s delegates in the NC Senate and NC House of
Representatives. A memo from Mr. Ruggieri is attached.
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Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Use of Electronic Signatures
in Transactions with the City of New Bern.

The City is implementing an electronic document management system to create a
central document repository and convert paper-dependent processes into
electronic workflow. This method requires parties to sign documents such as
contracts, procurement cards, and purchase orders electronically instead of
manually. The NC Electronic Commerce Act authorizes all NC public agencies,
including municipalities, to use and accept electronic signatures. NCGS §66-58.5
requires a public agency to request or require the use of electronic signatures in
order for an electronic signature to have the same force and effect as a manual
signature. The City Attorney can answer any questions regarding this practice.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Contract with Fund
Development, LLC for Grant-Writing Services.

For the last two years, the City has utilized Fund Development, LLC to seek grants
and assist with grant-writing services on behalf of the City. The most recent
contract for services expired on December 31, 2020. A new one-year contract is
proposed for 2021. With the assistance of Fund Development, the City received
$614,695 in grant awards in 2019 and $1,098,495 in 2020, for a total of $1,713,190.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving an Automatic Aid Agreement for
Fire Protection.

The Fire Department’s strategic plan includes a goal to implement a training/mutual
program with Craven County Volunteer Fire Departments. An Automatic Aid
Agreement for Fire Protection will provide citizens with a faster dispatch time,
improve fire protection response, and reciprocate the request from fire departments
in Craven County that border New Bern’s city limits. A memo from Fire Chief Bobby
Boyd is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving the 2020 Community
Development Block Grant Subrecipient Monitoring Plan for the Community
Development Block Grant Entitlement Program.

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development requires Community
Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) program grantees to monitor subrecipient
agencies on an annual basis. This plan will serve as a guide for the City’'s CDBG
staff to conduct monitoring visits for subrecipients of funding. A memo is attached
from Amanda Ohlensehlen, Community and Economic Development Manager.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the North
Carolina Land and Water Fund.

(Ward 1) The City has been awarded a $100,000 Innovative Stormwater Grant
through the NC Land and Water Fund, also known as the Clean Water Management
Trust Fund, which is a division of the NC Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources. The funds will be used for the Duffyfield Stormwater Enhancement
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Project. The project involves enlargement of the Biddle Street stormwater retention
pond and installation of a new, standby generator. The grant does not require a
match. A memo from Mrs. Ohlensehlen is attached.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Drainage Improvements Project
Fund.

Relative to the previous item, this amendment acknowledges the grant funding from
the NC Land Water Fund in the amount of $100,000. A memo from Mary Hogan,
Director of Finance, is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

The City has been awarded a $150,000 grant through the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation’s 2020 National Coastal Resilience Fund. The grant will allow the City
to plan for future implementation of nature-based solutions to meet the City’s
restoration and community resilience goals. The grant requires an equal match of
$150,000 in non-federal contributions raised by the City. Staff is seeking additional
grant opportunities to cover the match, and it is possible previous awards can be
applied toward the match requirement. A memo from Mrs. Ohlensehlen is attached.

Consider Adopting an Amendment to the Resiliency and Hazard Mitigation
Plan Grant Project Fund.

In relation to the previous item, this amendment acknowledges the grant funding
from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in the amount of $150,000. A memo
from Mrs. Hogan is attached.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Addition of a Streetlight on
Lucerne Way.

(Ward 1) Tammie Brettschneider of 1724 Lucerne Way has requested an additional
streetlight on Lucerne Way. Staff evaluated the request and determined the area
does not meet the City’s light standard and recommended the addition of one
streetlight on an existing pole. The installation of the light will cost $689.66, and
the monthly utility charge for service will be $8.44. A memo from Charles
Bauschard, Director of Public Utilities, is attached along with other supporting
documentation.

Consider Adopting a Resolution Authorizing the Addition of a Streetlight on
Cherry Tree Drive.

(Ward 4) Suzanne Hayes of 1105 Cherry Tree Drive has requested an additional
streetlight on Lucerne Way. Staff evaluated the request and determined the area
does not meet the City’s light standard and recommended the addition of one
streetlight on an existing pole. The installation of the light will cost $667.07, and
the monthly utility charge for service will be $8.44. A memo from Mr. Bauschard is
attached along with other supporting mentation.
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Consider Adopting an Ordinance for the Demolition of 1117 H Street.

(Ward 1) Staff is seeking to demolish the structure located at 1117 H Street. The
home is in a dilapidated state, and a letter was mailed to the owner on May 31,
2011 regarding the minimum housing violations. On October 27, 2015, a notice of
hearing was mailed, but no response was received. A structure fire was reported
on August 23, 2019, and an amended complaint and notice of hearing was sent to
the owner of record on October 9, 2019. Again, there was no response from the
owner. To date, no permits have been applied for, and the structure remains
noncompliant and unsafe. A memo from Mr. Ruggieri is attached along with photos
of the subject property and a list of chronological events.

Appointment(s).

a) On June 11, 2019, Mayor Outlaw appointed Martha “Molly” Ingram to the
Appearance Commission. Ms. Ingram recently resigned from her seat, as she
will be relocated to another state in November. Mayor Outlaw is asked to make
a new appointment to serve the remainder of Ms. Ingram’s term.

b) Jaimee Bullock Mosley resigned from her seat on the Redevelopment
Commission on December 8, 2020. An appointment is needed to fill the
remainder of her term, which will expire on August 14, 2021.

c) Since 2018, Alderman Kinsey has served as the City’s representative on the
Eastern Carolina Council’s General Membership Board. ECC has requested a
reappointment or a new appointment be made for 2021. A copy of the request
is attached.

Attorney’s Report.
City Manager’s Report.
New Business.

Closed Session.

Adjourn.
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