
CityofNewBern
BoardofAldermenMeeting

May11, 2021 – 6:00P.M.  
CravenCommunityCollege – OrringerAuditorium

800CollegeCourt

1. MeetingopenedbyMayorProTemBarbaraBest.  PrayerbyAlderman
Odham.  PledgeofAllegiance.  

2. RollCall.  

Present:  MayorDanaOutlaw (arrivedat6:16p.m.), AldermanSabrinaBengel,  
AlderwomanJameesha Harris, AldermanRobertAster, AldermanJohnnieRay
Kinsey, AldermanBarbaraBest, andAldermanJeffreyOdham.   Absent:  None.  A
quorumwaspresent.     

AlsoPresent:  MarkStephens, CityManager; MichaelScottDavis, CityAttorney;  
andBrendaBlanco, CityClerk.   

3. RequestandPetitionofCitizens.  

FatherThomasTully, onbehalfofSaintPaulCatholicChurchat3003CountryClub
Road, brieflyreflectedonthelifeofLevoniaFrazier, whosememorialservicewas
heldthisafternoon.  Healsosharedinformationontheeventsthatareplannedfor
SaintPaul’sbicentennialcelebration.    

DavidBeck, II, of3210ElizabethAvenue, requestedtheBoardamenditslocal
ordinanceregardinglivestock.  AstheownerofNigeriandwarfgoats, hedescribed
thequalitiesofthegoatsandaskedthattheybeallowedaspets.   

JamesWoods, Jr. of1903CountryClubRoadstatedattheBoard’sApril13, 2021
meetingitwasreportedtheCitywouldreceiveabout $6.3million.  Heaskedfor
750,000tobesetasideforacommunitycenterinPembroke.  NotingtheCity

wouldnotbepursuingthefarmer’smarketattheVOLTCenter, hesuggestedthe
samefunctiontakeplaceatacementslabthatexistsinDuffyfield.  Heaskedfor
fundingtoimplementthemarket.   

AldermanAstermadeamotiontomoveItem14beforeItem10, secondedby
AlderwomanHarris.   Themotioncarriedunanimously6-0.   

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontopulltheproclamationhonoringtheLifeofLevonia
FrazierfromtheConsentAgendatovoteonitseparatelyandtoallowforthereadingof
aletterfromtheCEOofPepsiCoBeverages, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  The
motioncarriedunanimously6-0.   
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ConsentAgenda

th5. ConsiderApprovingaProclamationforthe200 AnniversaryofSaintPaul
CatholicChurch.  

SaintPaulCatholicChurchwillbecelebratingitsbicentennialanniversaryand
requestedaproclamationrecognizingits200years.   

6. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoClosethe800BlockofCedarStreetfora
NewBernianReunionBlockParty.    

CeCedrickScottrequestedtoclosethe800blockofCedarStreetonMay29, 2021
from12noonuntil11:30p.m. foraneighborhoodblockpartyinfrontoftheOmega
Center.  TheeventwillbeareunionofNewBernnatives, families, andfriends.   

7. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoClosethe900BlockofPollockStreetfor
theTapThatCraftBeerandWineOne-YearAnniversaryBlockParty.    

TapThatCraftBeerandWinerequestedtoclosethe900blockofPollockStreet
onMay22, 2021from3p.m. until11:59p.m. tocelebrateitsfirstanniversarywith
ablockparty.  TheportionofthestreettobeclosedissituatedbetweenFleetand
LibertyStreets.      

8. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoCallforaPublicHearingtoAmend
AppendixA, ArticleX, Section15-146oftheLandUseOrdinance.    

ThelawfirmofWardandSmith, onbehalfofWeyerhaeuser, requestedtheCity
amendthetableofpermissibleusesfoundinAppendixA, ArticleX, Section15-146
oftheLandUseOrdinance.  Theamendmentwouldallowuse5.110forelementary
andsecondaryschools (includingassociatedgroundsandathleticandother
facilities) intheC-3CommercialZoningDistrictasapermissibleuse.    

9. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoCallforaPublicHearingtoAnnexa
PortionofTaxParcelID8-209-13001.  

CliffordParson, onbehalfofWeyerhaeuserNCCompany, hasrequestedthata
portionofTaxParcelID8-209-13001consistingofapproximately5.24acresbe
annexedintothecitylimits.  TheparcelisintheareaoftheWestNewBern
development.  ItwasrequestedapublichearingbeheldonMay25, 2021to
considertherequest.  

10. ApproveMinutes.  

DraftminutesfromtheApril27, 2021regularmeetingwereprovidedforreviewand
approval.  
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AlderwomanHarrismadeamotiontoapproveItems5-9oftheConsentAgenda,  
secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Themotioncarriedunanimously6-0.  

4. ConsiderApprovingaProclamationHonoringtheLifeofLevoniaFrazier.   

LevoniaFrazierpassedawayonMay3, 2021attheageof93.  AresidentofRiver
BendinCravenCounty, Ms. FraziermadehistorybybeingthefirstAfrican
AmericanmodelforPepsi.  AldermanBengelreflecteduponFatherTully’ssermon
atMs. Frazier’sserviceearlierintheday.  Shewasnotonlyalovingmotherfigure
tosomanystudents, butapioneerinmanyways.  AldermanBengelreadaletter
fromKirkTanner, CEOofPepsiCoBeverages.    

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoapprovetheProclamationhonoringthelifeof
LevoniaFrazier, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Themotioncarriedunanimously
7-0.  

14. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutionAuthorizingTransferofOwnershipof
RetiredServiceAnimal.   

TheCityofNewBernFireDepartmentsecuredanarsoncaninethroughStateFarm
InsuranceinAugust2015.  Thecanine, Darby, isnowan8-year-oldmixedLabrador
whohasreachedtheendofherpublicservicelife.  ItwasrequestedtheBoard
adoptaresolutiontransferringownershipofDarbytoherhandler, FireMarshal
DannyHill, forthesumof $1pursuanttoNCGS20-187.4.    

FireChiefBobbyBoydintroducedFireMarshalHill, whoreflectedupontheprocess
ofsecuringanarsondogandintroducedDarbytotheaudience.  Hestatedover
100fireshad beeninvestedwithDarby’sassistance, resultinginatleastfive
arrests.  InspectorJonathanGaskinsintroducedthenewarsondog, Bobby, who
wasalsosecuredthroughStateFarm.  InspectorGaskinswillbeBobby’shandler.  

AldermanAstermadeamotiontoadoptaresolutionauthorizingthetransferof
ownershipofDarby, aretiredserviceanimal, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.   
Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

MayorProTemBestmadeamotiontoallowanyonewhomayhavearrivedafterRequest
andPetitionofCitizenstospeakifsodesired, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Noone
cameforward.   

MayorOutlaw, whohadjoinedthedaisminutesearlier, beganpresidingoverthemeeting
atthispoint.   
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11. ConductaPublicHearingontheProposedBudgetforFiscalYear2021-2022.  

AttheApril27, 2021meeting, theCityManagerpresentedtheproposedbudgetfor
FiscalYear2021-2022.  AbudgetworkshopwasheldonMay04, 2021.  Thispublic
hearingwascalledforandadvertisedasrequiredbystatute.  

MayorOutlawopenedthepublichearing, butnoonecameforwardtospeak.   
AldermanAstermadeamotiontoclosethepublichearing, secondedbyAlderman
Bengel.  Themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

12. ConductaPublicHearingontheRezoningofTaxParcelID8-216-011; and
a) ConsiderAdoptingaStatementofZoningConsistencyorInconsistency;  

and
b) ConsiderAdoptinganOrdinanceRezoningTaxParcelID8-216-011.    

MichelleLynn, theownerofParcelID8-216-011, requestedtorezonetheproperty
fromC-4NeighborhoodDistricttoC-3CommercialDistrict.  Theparcelis
approximately0.76ofanacreandislocatedonthenorthernsideofNeuse
BoulevardjusteastofKensingtonParkDrive.  ThePlanningandZoningBoard
unanimouslyapprovedtherequestattheirApril6, 2021meeting, asnotedina
PowerPointpresentationsharedbyJeffRuggieri, Director ofDevelopment
Services.  HealsoreviewedtheusesoftheC-3District.  

MayorOutlawopenedthepublichearing, butnoonecameforwardtospeak.   
AldermanBestmadeamotiontoclosethepublichearing, secondedbyAlderman
Bengel.  Themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

AldermanOdham madeamotiontoadoptastatementofzoningconsistency,  
secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

AldermanOdhammadeamotiontoadoptanordinancerezoningTaxParcelID8- 
216-011, secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarried
unanimously7-0.  

13. ConductaPublicHearingontheRezoningof431NCHwy. 55W.; and
a) ConsiderAdoptingaStatementofZoningConsistencyorInconsistency;  

and
b) ConsiderAdoptinganOrdinanceRezoning431NCHwy. 55W.  

OnbehalfoftheCityofNewBern, FosterHughes, DirectorofParksand
Recreation, requestedthat431NCHwy. 55W. berezonedfromR-20Residential
District/A-5AgricultureDistricttoC-4NeighborhoodBusinessDistrict.  Theparcel
isapproximately7.43acresandislocatedonthesouthernsideofNCHwy. 55W.  
andthewesternsideofHillmontRoad. ItisthefuturesiteofthePleasantHill
CommunityCenter.  Mr. RuggierisharedaPowerPointreviewingtheusesofthe
C-4district.  ThePlanningandZoningBoardunanimouslyapprovedtherequestat
itsApril6, 2021meeting.    
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MayorOutlawopenedthepublichearing, butnoonecameforwardtospeak.   
AldermanBest madeamotiontoclosethepublichearing, secondedby
AlderwomanHarris.  Themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

AldermanBest madeamotiontoadoptastatementofzoningconsistency,  
secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

AldermanOdhammadeamotiontoadoptanordinancerezoning431NCHwy. 55
W., secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarried
unanimously7-0.  

15. DiscussionofandRequestforServicesforJuneteenth.    

Asafollow-uptoherpresentationattheBoard’sFebruary23, 2021meeting, Talina
Massey, oneoftheeventorganizers, providedanupdateonthescheduledplans
andannouncedtheorganizerswerestillintheprocessofraisingfunds.  Itwas
requestedthattheCityassistwithstreetclosures, themobilestage, publicsafety,  
andfireworks.   TheBoardwasprovidedacopyoftheeventapplicationanda
summaryofthecostofservices.  

AldermanKinseyaskedforclarificationastowhetherMs. Masseywasaskingthat
theeventbecomeacity-sponsoredeventorifshewasseekingassistancewithjust
portionsoftheevent.  Ms. Masseystatedapartnershipwassoughtandthatthe
eventwouldbecomeanonprofitnextyear.  AldermanBengelaskedforclarification
astowhetherassistancewassoughtforallscheduledeventsorjustthoseoccurring
onSaturday, andMs. Masseyrespondedjustthoseeventsthatwouldtakeplace
onSaturday.   AlderwomanHarrissaidtheJuneteenthcoalitionhadpartneredwith
theYoungUrbanProfessionals (“YUP”), andshereiteratedanddescribedthe
servicessoughtfromtheCity.  Afterthoseserviceswerereviewed, FosterHughes,  
DirectorofParksandRecreation, confirmedthefouradditionalutilityservices
neededwouldcost $600each.  Organizersexpressedadesireforminimumpolice
presence, asitwantedthecommunitytoprovidecommunitypolicing.    

AldermanKinseyaskedifanothergrouphasavisionandseekstheCity’s
assistance, howwouldthecostsandrequestforassistancebehandledbytheCity.   
Mr. HughessaidtheCityordinanceestablishedin2012providesforin-kindservices
atapproximately14-16events.  Requestsforin-kindservicesarenotoften
received, butmustbeconsideredbytheBoardonacase-by-casebasis.  TheWall
ThatHealswasthelasteventforwhichin-kindserviceswereprovided, andthat
equatedtoaround $600.  ThecostoftherequestedservicesforJuneteenthis
around $22,000.  Thatamountmaychangewhentheorganizersreconvenefora
meetingthisweek.  Whenasked, Mr. Hughesdidnothaveanestimateforthecost
associatedwithMumFest.    

AldermanOdhamaskedwhetherthelightpostsalongBroadStreethadflagholders
andsuggestedtheorganizersconsidersellingsponsorshipflagstohelpoffsetevent
costs.  AldermanAsteraskedaboutthecosttorentthestage.  Mr. Hughesstated
theordinance providesarentalfeeof $2,000adayplusthecostofstaff.   
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AlderwomanHarrisassertedtheorganizersweredoingthefoundationwork in
hopesthattheCitywouldeventuallymakeJuneteenthacity-sponsoredevent.  She
statedapetitionwascirculatingsecuringsignaturesofthoseinsupportoftheevent.   

AldermanOdhamquestionedwhetherAlderwomanHarrisshouldberecusedfrom
thediscussionorvoteontheitemsinceshewasaYUPmemberandaBoard
member.  Mr. Davissaidthatwasnotnecessaryif therewasnoprofitinvolved.   
AldermanBengelnotedheronlyissuewaswiththerequestforfireworks, asthat
wouldrequireanexpenditurefromtheCity.  Allotherrequestsinvolvein-kind
services.  Adiscussionensuedaboutthepotentialofusingraisedfundsand
savingsfromin-kindservicestocoverthecostofthefireworks.  

AlderwomanHarrismadeamotiontoutilizethemobilestagefortheJuneteenth
FestivalofNewBernonJune19, 2021, secondedbyAldermanBest.  Duringthe
discussion, Mr. DavisnotedtherequestwasaskingtheBoardtowaivethefeefor
thestage, whichiscontrarytothefeescheduleandraisesanissueastohowto
squarethat”, forwhichhedidnotyethaveananswer.  MayorOutlawdescribeda

scenarioforwhichalocalgroupwantedtousethemobilestageatEasterandhad
torentoneelsewheresincetheCityhadnotestablishedafeeinitsordinance.  He
wasinfavorofusingthestageanytimeitcouldbeutilizedtoliftupfellowNew
Bernians.  Mr. DavissaidtheBoardmayconsideramendingthefeescheduleto
haveanexceptionforeventsthatareopentothepublicandnotticketed.  Upona
roll-callvote, themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  

16. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutionApprovingtheSaleof115HillmontRoad.    

AttheMarch09, 2021meeting, theBoardadoptedaresolutiontoinitiatetheupset
bidprocessfor115HillmontRoadafterreceivingabidof $7,500fromSandra
Rodgers.  Theparcelisavacant ½-acrelotwithataxvalueof $15,000.  The
propertywasacquiredbytheCityandCountyinMay2019throughtaxforeclosure.   
Theunpaidtaxesatthattimewere $6,349.65.  TheofferfromMs. Rodgerswas
advertised, butnoupsetbidswerereceived.  Ifthepropertyissoldfortheinitialbid,  
theCityisprojectedtoreceive $3,244.62andtheCountyisprojectedtoreceive
4,255.28fromtheproceeds.    

AldermanBest madeamotiontoadoptaresolutionapprovingthesaleof115
HillmontRoad, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotion
carriedunanimously7-0.  

17. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutionAuthorizingtheCityManagertoNegotiate
andExecuteaContractwithWithersRavenelforResiliencyConsultant
Services.   

TheCityreceiveda $328,500grantfromtheNCOfficeofRecoveryandResiliency
NCORR”) toprovidesupportrelatedtoresiliency, communityrecovery, and

mitigationinthewakeofHurricaneFlorence.  ARequestforQualifications (“RFQ”)  
wasissuedonMarch17, 2021forconsultantservicestoaidtheCitywiththe
resiliency, recovery, andmitigationprojects.  Fiveresponseswerereceivedand
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scored.  WithersRavenelwasidentifiedasthemostqualifiedfirm, anditwas
proposedtheCityManagerbeauthorizedtoenterintonegotiationsandexecutea
contractwiththefirm.    

MayorOutlawaskedifthegroupwouldinanywayhelpwiththecommunityrating
system.  AmandaOhlensehlen, EconomicandCommunityDevelopmentManager,  
respondedthefirmwouldhelpstaffexecutealltherecommendationsmadeinthe
resiliencyplan.  MoffittandNicholistheleadontheresiliencyplan, andthatcontract
isnowbeingcompleted.  WithersRavenelwilllikelybeginworkonportionsofthe
planbeingproducedbyMoffittandNichol.   MayorOutlawfelttheonethinglacking
wasthefundingandabilitytoassistcitizenswithretrofittingtheirhomesinorderto
gettheirinsuranceratesdown.    

AldermanAstermomentarilysteppedoutoftheroomat7:18p.m.)  

Mrs. Ohlensehlenstatedthefundingthusfarwouldnothelpwiththat.  Rollingout
resiliencytoolkitsisoneofthenextstepstobeimplementedinanefforttotarget
themostdistressedandvulnerableneighborhoods. MayorOutlawaskedJeff
Ruggieri, DirectorofDevelopmentServices, toelaborateonencapsulated
crawlspaces.  Inresponse, Mr. Ruggieristatedoneofthealternativeoptionsisto
waterproof.    

AldermanAsterreturnedtotheroomat7:23p.m.)  

AlderwomanHarris madeamotiontoadoptaresolutionauthorizingtheCity
ManagertonegotiateandexecuteacontractwithWithersRavenelforresiliency
consultantservices, secondedbyAldermanBengel.  Uponaroll-callvote, the
motioncarriedunanimously7-0.    

18. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoApprovethe2021-2022CDBGAnnual
ActionPlan.  

TheCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant (“CDBG”) AnnualActionPlanservesas
theCity’sapplicationforfundingundertheEntitlementCitiesProgram.  Italso
providesasummaryoftheactions, activities, andspecificfederalandnon-federal
resourcesthatwillbeusedtoaddressthepriorityneedsandspecificgoalsidentified
intheStrategicPlansectionoftheConsolidatedPlanforFiscalYear2021-22.  The
draftAnnualActionPlanwasmadeavailableforpublicinspection, andapublic
hearingwasconductedintheOfficeofDevelopmentServicesonMarch1, 2021to
receivecommentonprioritycommunityneeds.  TheBoardalsoconductedapublic
hearingatitsApril27, 2021meeting, butnoonecameforwardtospeak. TheCity
willreceive $264,866inentitlementfunds.  Mrs. Ohlensehlenexplainedthe
proposaltouse $52,973 ( 20%) foradministration, $125,000forhousing
rehabilitation, and $86,893fortheDuffyfieldStormwaterProject.    

AldermanBengelmadeamotiontoadoptaresolutionapprovingthe2021-2022
CDBGAnnualActionPlan, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Uponaroll-callvote,  
themotioncarriedunanimously7-0.  
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19. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoApproveaContractwithThompson, Price,  
Scott, AdamsandCo., P.A., fortheFiscalYear2021Audit.   

TheBoardpreviouslyselectedThompson, Price, Scott, Adams & Co. toperform
theCity’saudit.  ThefirmhasperformedtheauditsforFY2019andFY2020, and
theproposedcontractisforFY2021.  Thecostfortheirserviceswillnotexceed
34,500, whichincludesallmajorprogramsandisthesameaslastyear’scosts.   

Thisisthefinalyearofthecontract, whichwillberebidnextyear.   

AldermanOdhammadeamotiontoadoptaresolutionapprovingacontractwith
Thompson, Price, Scott, AdamsandCo., P.A. fortheFiscalYear2021audit,  
secondedbyAldermanKinsey.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotioncarried
unanimously7-0.  

20. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutionApprovingaContractwithCravenCounty
BoardofEducationforSchoolResourceOfficersatSpecificElementary
Schools.    

OnFebruary25, 2020, theBoardapprovedacontractwiththeCravenCounty
BoardofEducationtoprovideSchoolResourceOfficers (“SROs”) atJTBarber
ElementarySchoolandOaksRoadAcademySchoolfortheperiodofJanuary1,  
2020throughDecember31, 2020.  TheSROshaveremainedinplaceforthe
secondhalfoftheschoolyear, andacontractisneededtoacknowledgetheperiod
ofJanuary1, 2021throughJune30, 2021.    

AldermanBestmadeamotiontoadoptaresolutionapprovingacontractwiththe
CravenCountyBoardofEducationforSROsatspecificelementaryschools,  
secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Uponaroll-callvote, the motioncarried
unanimously7-0.  

AlderwomanHarriswantedthepublictoknowthatmovingforwardtheCraven
CountySheriff’sDepartmentwouldassumetheresponsibilityofprovidingSROs.   

21. ConsiderAdoptingaResolutiontoApproveaChangeOrderwithTrader
ConstructionCompanyfortheTrentVillageHurricaneFlorenceCategoryD
Project.    

TheBoardadoptedaresolutiononFebruary23, 2021authorizingtheCityManager
toexecuteacontractwithTraderConstructionCompanyfortheTrentVillage
HurricaneFlorenceCategoryDProject.  Duringthefivemonthsbetweenthebid
dateandtheissuanceoftheaward, thecostofconstructionsteelincreased.  A
changeorderisrequestedtoincreasethecontractby $13,455tocovertherisein
costforsteelsheetpiles.     

AlderwomanHarrismadeamotiontoadoptaresolutiontoapproveachangeorder
withTraderConstructionCompanyfortheTrentVillageHurricaneFlorence
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CategoryDproject, secondedbyAldermanBest.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotion
carriedunanimously7-0.    

22. Appointment(s).     

MayorOutlawmadeamotiontoappointAldermanJeffreyOdhamtotheTourism
DevelopmentAuthorityBoard, secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Themotion
carriedunanimously7-0.  AldermanOdhamwillreplaceMr. StephensonthatBoard
andwillserveathree-yeartermfortheperiodofJuly1, 2021throughJune30,  
2024.   

23. Attorney’sReport.  

TheCityAttorneyhadnothingtoreport.  

24. CityManager’sReport.    

Mr. StephensannouncedtheCityHallCourtroomwouldnotbeavailablefor
ththeBoard’smeetingonMay25.  AldermanBengelmadeamotiontohold

theMay25, 2021meetingatWestNewBernRecreationCenterbeginningat
6p.m., secondedbyAlderwomanHarris.  Uponaroll-callvote, themotion
carriedunanimously7-0.  
SomeguidancehasbeenissuedwithrespecttotheAmericanRescuePlan

ARP”) funding.  MaryHogan, DirectorofFinance, willprovideanupdateto
theBoardatitsMay25, 2021meeting.  Mrs. Hoganwillalsohaveanitemon
thatagendafortheBoardtoconsiderfundingacertainportionofOtherPost- 
EmploymentBenefits.    
TheBoardwasadvised tocloselyreviewthepacketofinformationonthe
electionsstatusandtoplantoactattheMay25, 2021meeting.  MayorOutlaw
askedMr. DavisforhislegalopinioniftheStatedoesnottakeanyaction.  Mr.  
DavissaidtheCityfactuallyknowsthatitswardswillnotbeproperlyadjusted,  
sotheCitycannotlegallyholdanelectionbasedonthecurrentwards.  This
isfoundedoninformationfromstaff, thepreliminarycensusdata, andthe
City’sgrowth, allofwhichindicatethewardswillhavetoberealigned.  Ifthe
Cityweretoholdanelectionwithoutadjustingthewards, theelectionresults
couldbecontested.   AlderwomanHarrisaskedwhatactiontheCityshould
take.  Mr. Davissaidthebest-casescenarioisthattheStatewillgivetheCity
anoptionastohowmoveforwardandstageanelectionfornextyear.  The
second-bestscenarioistheCitywillrequestalocalbilltorequestanelection
beheldnextyear.  Ifneitherofthosehappen, peoplewillhavetoelecttorun
forofficeinJuly.  WhentheCensusdatacomesoutinlatesummer, staffwill
scrambletoreadjustwardboundariesandwillhavetoaccommodatethe
candidateswhofiledforofficetoensurethattheystayinthesamewardin
whichtheylive whentheboundariesarerealigned.   NotingFridayisa
deadlinetosubmitanitemtotheGeneralAssembly, AldermanBengelasked
iftheCitywouldhavetoattachtoanothermunicipality’slocalbill.  Ifso, the
Boardwouldneedtoknowwhat “flavor” optionsareavailable.  Sheaskedfor
confirmationthatifanelectionisnotheldin2021thattheCitywouldstillhave

9



toholdanelectionin2025.  Mr. Davisconfirmedthatandexplainedthecurrent
statestatuteprovidesthatlocalgovernmentelectionsareheldonoddyears.  
Atthispoint, theCityistoolatetosubmitarequestforitsownlocalbilland
willneedtotagontoanothercity’slocalbill.  Althoughhewantstobe
equitable, MayorOutlawfelttheBardwouldbederelictnottoproceedwitha
regularelectionifthecensusdatacoulddragonfortwotothreeyears.  Mr.  
Davissaidhewouldreachouttothestatelegislaturetolearnwhathasbeen
submittedtothemtoascertainallthepossible “flavors”.    

25.  NewBusiness

AldermanBengel
GeorgeChiles, InterimDirectorofPublicWorks, wasaskedtoprovideanupdate
onthegassituationandhow it impactstheCity.  Mr. ChilessaidtheCityis
attemptingtoconservefuel, althoughitexpectedashipmenttomorrow.  Currently,  
departments arefuelingoffsitetoconservetheCity’ssupply.  TheSheriff’s
DepartmentandCravenCountyvehicleshavealsobeenfuelingoffsite.  Butattheir
request, theamountoffueltheyareallottedbyagreementhasbeenopenedupfor
theirconsumption.  AlderwomanHarrisannouncedtheGovernorissuedastateof
emergency.  Sheaskedforpeopletobecautiousandonlypurchasetheamount
needed.   

AlderwomanHarris
TheGovernorhassetaside $3.2billiontohelpwithmonthlyinternetbills.   
Informationonthisisavailableatgovernor.nc.govandonherFacebookpage.   
Ameetingisstillneededtodiscussfinancingofcapitalimprovementprojects.  The
Pembrokecommunitysubmittedaletterrequestingfunds.  Withalltherequests
thatwillbereceivedfromareaswithin theCity, theBoardshouldgobacktoa
systemwhereeachindividualwardhasaportionoftheARPfundstoappropriate
forprojectrequestsfromcommunitieswithintheirward.  Sheusedtheexampleof
providing $250,000toeachwardandnotedtheAldermenknewtheneedsoftheir
respectivewards.   AldermanBestsaidshesomewhatagreed, butsuggestedeach
wardcoulddonatetheirwardfundingtoanotherwardshouldtheynothaveaneed
forallorsomeoftheirdesignated funds.  Sheagainsuggestedahomeowners’  
repairprogrambeestablishedoutsideoftheCDBGprogramtoaddressaffordable
housing.  AlderwomanHarrisreiteratedtheneedforhelpwiththePembroke
communitycenter.    

MayorOutlaw
ExcitementwasexpressedabouttheplansofSaint Paul’s CatholicChurchin

thcelebrationoftheir200 Anniversary.   

AldermanBest
Piggybackingoff Alderwoman Harris’ commentsaboutfundingtohelprehab
homes, AldermanBestvoicedtheneedtoassisthomesthatarenotintheareaof
theRedevelopmentCommission.  Shestatetherewereindividualsoutsideofthat
areawhoneedhelp.     
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26.    Closed Session.

Alderman Odham made a motion to enter into closed session pursuant to NCGS

143-318. 11( a)( 6) to discuss a personnel matter, seconded by Alderwoman Harris.
The motion carried unanimously 7- 0, time being 7: 52 p. m.

Prior to going into closed session, Alderman Bengel noted it was Mr. Stephens' last
meeting and thanked him for his service.  She wished him and his family the best
in future endeavors.  A round of applause was extended by all.

Open Session

The meeting returned to open session at 8: 09 p. m.   Alderman Odham made a
motion to appoint Foster Hughes as Interim City Manager with a 25% increase in

his base salary, seconded by Alderman Bengel.  Upon a roll- call vote, the motion

carried unanimously 7- 0.

Mr. Davis noted interest had been expressed in hiring a lobbyist to assist the City
in acquiring funding.   Alderwoman Harris made a motion for the Interim City
Manager to negotiate a contract with Old North Strategies to bring before the Board
at its May 25, 2021 meeting for consideration, seconded by Alderman Kinsey.  The
motion carried unanimously 7- 0.

27.    Adjourn.

Alderwoman Harris made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Alderman Kinsey. The
motion carried unanimously 7- 0, time being 8: 14 p. m.

The attached documents are incorporated herewith and are hereby made a part of these
minutes.

NOTE:  For additional details and information on the Board of Aldermen meetings, please

visit the City of New Bern' s website at www.newbernnc.Qov.  Video and audio recordings
of the meeting have been archived.

Minutes approved:  May 25, 2021

1.
Dana E. Outlaw, Mayor

Nink
Brenda E. Blanco, City lerk
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