




























New Bern Public Engagement Session  

History Story Telling Comments 

August 31, 2020 

Meeting #1 

 

Pam Woods –  

1. Baby showers, Family Gatherings, Veteran Service officer working with veterans, Youth sports 
programs, i.e. football, cheer, baseball, volleyball; senior clubs (60+); Summer Camps; ceramic classes; 
first aid classes; organizational meetings. 

2. Worked with youth summer camps; helped develop Teen Camp concert. My daughter was in the Bear 
Bunch; Pop Warner Cheer, etc. I met some of the community legends there. 

3. As a retired Marine Stanley, Stanley White was my first adult interaction with the community.  

 
Unknown –  

1. Property in the neighborhood  

2. Grew up on Third Ave. 

3. Attended gym classes, meetings at Stanley White. 

4. Knew Stanley Whit, know his daughter, and family 

5. I have a vested personal interest.  

  

Anthony Raynor –  

Anthony Raynor 610 National New Bern NC 28562 

Keep in same place 

 

Unknown –  

1. Stanley White served as historic landmark center for city. 

2. Open to all citizens – old, you, etc. 

3. Pater for 40 years 

4. Watched growth 

5. Beacon light of hope, love, fellowship, togetherness 

6. Want it to be open to serve whole city. 

 

Gerald Richardson –  

To : The Considate. I grew up @ 1232 Cedar St. At the corner of Cedar’s 3rd Ave. Stanley White Rec 
Center was my place of growth, mentorship, Summer Camps, home, academic, social up brining. Please 
do not allow our kids mothers father to fight against what makes them “WHOLE”. “Build BACK BETTER” 

 

J. Carr AKA Mia – IG @Tsunamin_Da_One –  

My entire athleticism began at Stanley White. Wen there as nothing to do but trouble, we knew we had 
a safe haven to display all our talents. It easily help the leaders in our community reach out to us all and 
keep us productive. Rather than demolishing it and removing it, revitalize the gym. No one in Yearsssss 
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even gave it so much attention until recently and its happen to be about tearing it down. Why tear it 
down just to eventually build another. Every community “needs” a community center for Community 
leader.  

 

Terre Hollowary –  

Keep it in the same location.  

 

Mary Smith – age 95 –  

I was born in this area. Yes; We have had water in this area but it all went away. We had damage on 3rd 
avenue because of that senor building. I would like for them to fix the problem and built Stanley White 
right where it is.  

 

Cynthia Robinson –  

In the 1990’s I was struggling to raise 4 children alone. One of my children my oldest son was constantly 
getting in trouble. The presence of the Stanley White gym and basketball helped me guide my son into a 
fine young man he is today. Frank Robinson my son. 

 

Chandler W. Powell – 252-626-1767 

Stanley White has been the life line for children with in the reason who play sports and participate on 
various sports events such as baseball, football and basketball. Also, Stanley White has been a meeting 
place for residents living with in the region. I have personally had the privilege of working with the 
Stanley White staff as a volunteer for football and basketball. I look forward to seeing the Stanley White 
be rebuilt in the community.  

 

Christina Perry –  

My name is Christina Perry. I was born in this area – 1st Avenue. My uncles – play in this area. I would 
like for Stanley White be fixed and Stay at the same spot.  

 

Mr. M. Ballard –  

Stanley White Recreation Center played vital role in molding many boys and throughout Craven County. 
It did not limit its doors to the City of New Bern residents. Its wings wings reach the surrounding 
communities.  

 

Unknown –  

Craven Arts Council operated an exhibits in Community Room. Featuring names and narratives of Craven 
County residents.  

 

Joy Cherry –  

Past – Kindergarten classes, football for all ages, basketball, ceramic classes, swimming classes, play 
arounds every neighbor, tutors, tennis classes trips 

Personal connection – My mother was a big part teacher, playground cornator  

Stanley White – sports mom pop warner, cheerleader, exercise classes, empowerment classes. 
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Ms. Marky –  

I grew up playing in gym. It need to stay where it is.  

 

Unknown –  

Growing up in New Bern my friends and I spent many afternoons playing basketball in Duffy field. 
Stanley White was always a place we could go that was sage and Steady it should remain in the 
community. Period.  

 

Barbara Sampson – barbarasampson1957@gmail.com  

My name is Barbara Sampson. I’m 63 years old. I went to Stanley White gym for a lot of years. My 
children and my grandchildren went. I want I to stay at the same site on Champan Street but I want it 
built back better. We had meetings, played basketball, did arts and crafts, exercise room, weight room, 
karate and health fitness classes. We need this is our area on Chapman Street. I have nothing against 
them building another building for what they want on Gaston Blvd. 

 

Unknown –  

I coached pop warner football for 15 years. Our trophies line the walls of Stanley White. We were so 
proud to have our community positively represented in this way. I also remember taking ceramics, 
exercise, and more with our friends and we ran wonderful after school programs. I am certain that we 

need this resource IN our community and am certain that it needs to be built back BIGGER AND BETTER. 

 

Rev Ethel Sampson Pres. of original concerned citizens –  

We have the only organization that won’t hold meetings in any other buildings. I want Stanley White to 
remain were it is regardless to how they build up beautiful sayings about better thins. They can promise 
anything but I know better. I spent many day at Stanley White’s ball games, cooking, ceramic, meetings, 
etc.  I was a volunteer in everything they did. My kids, grands and great grands, relatives and friends 
played and frequented it.  

I know if they want other things there they can build it some place else 

I’m 87 and still climbing. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

87 YEARS OLD. 

 

Janice Spivey –  

I Janice Spivey would love to see the gym at the same place. But I could see it where is will be off of 
Third Ave. 

 

Unknown –  

- Youth ball team practice, community meetings, Duffest, afterschool, different special community 
events, summer camp brought unity. 

- I grew up playing at SWRC. I also attended comm meetings with my mom. Now as a community 
organizer and engager I have attended comm. Meetings to plan for our future. My daughter has also 
played here and attended summer camp at SWRC. We also attend Duffest.  
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Unknown –  

The story of my STANLEY WHITE REC. CET experience. The Henderson Park Senior Citizens experienced – 
Macrame, Knitting, Sewing and Ceramics Classes, and trips/outing. The youth: Various Team Sports; 
baseball, football, afterschool classes, tutoring, cheerleading, scouts, playgrounds. Adults: Meetings 
Rooms, Exercise Rm., Boardgames, Trainings. The SWRC was the focal center for the surrounding 
communities (7). As diversification increased so did offerings. These years of “INACCESSIBILITY’ has 
negatively impacted thousand of lives, including mine. Before the SWRC, there was the Cedar Street 
Rec. Ctr (Omega Ctr) still a focal point (huge contributor to even more communities). This location was 
home to the Kindergarten classes, intramural sports (youth and adult) community events, socials etc. I 
am distressed at the void presented by its closing. I want the best opportunities, offerings and provisions 
to our area. It is a vast resource sorely lacking. I desire the best and better in tis restoration.  

 

Unknown –  

Stanley White (gym) I played volleyball there. Attended classes. The gym was a positive impact on a lot 
the children in the neighborhood ad surrounding area. I have friends that work there. I knew Stanley 
White and his daughter.  






