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NEW BERN BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MINUTES

September 28, 2015

The New Bern Board of Adjustment held a work session on Monday, September 28, 2015 at
5:30 pm in the Development Services conference room located on 303 First Street.

Members Present: Ms. Beth Walker — Vice-Chair
Mr. Benjamin Beasley
Mr. Kenneth Brown
Mr. Jeffrey Midgette
Mr. John Murrell
Mr. Richard Parsons
Mr. John Riggs
Mr. PJ Walker

Members Excused: Ms. Sarah Afflerbach — Chair
Mr. Peter Adolph

Members Absent: Ms. Lois Jamison
Mr. Alfred Barfield

Staff Present: Mr. Greg McCoy, Land & Community Development Administrator

Chair Sarah Afflerbach called the meeting to order.
Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.

Minutes: Reading of the minutes from the previous meetings was waived by unanimous consent.
Minutes from the June 29" and the July 27th meetings were approved.

Witnesses were sworn in.

New Business:

1. Consideration of Special Use Permit request to operate a car wash at 1115 Queen Street.
The property is further identified in Craven County as Township 8, Map Number 011,
and Lot Number 245.

Staff Comments: Staff McCoy presented the application. This is a Special Use Permit request
to operate a car wash. The project is located in the C-3 commercial district. According to section
15-146, which is the Table of Permissible uses, a car wash can operate in the C-3 district as long
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as it has a Special Use Permit. That would be use number 9.500. The project went before
Departmental Review on June 12, 2015. The applicant has addressed all the comments. Board
members were given a copy of the comments in their packets. The property was posted and
adjacent property owners were notified according to the Land Use Ordinance.

Applicant Comments: Ms. Sarah Afflerbach, representative of the applicant presented the
project to the Board and showed them the plans. In Departmental Review, the City does not
require any upgrades to the building to operate a hand wash car wash. The property was used as
a car wash in the past, but a special use permit was not applied for. The property is currently also
operating as an automotive garage with a zoning permit.

Vice Chair Walker opened the meeting for public comment.

Public Comment:

Carl Edwards, 101 Pollock St — stated his support for the property being used as a car wash, but
does not want it to become a junk yard. He didn’t like when they had tires piled up everywhere
and appreciates that they have cleaned that up.

Mr. Brown asked if there is a time limit for how long tires can be allowed to remain on a
property. Mr. McCoy stated that the time limit is 180 days and one of the suggested conditions
from staff is that all activities dealing with this business must be conducted inside. He spoke with
the owner and they had the tires removed.

Elijah Brown — stated that he knows the owner of the business and the tires that were left out
were only there while he unloaded a truck, repaired a truck and loaded the tires back up.

Vice-Chair Walker closed the Board meeting for public comments.

Board Comments: The Board went through the 6 finding of facts to discuss before voting.

Findings of fact:

1. The requested permit is within the Board of Adjustment’s jurisdiction according to the
table of permissible uses;

Motion_P.J. Walker moved that the permit is within the jurisdiction since the table of
permissible uses allows for a car wash with the issuance of a special use permit; Second
K. Brown . Motion carried by unanimous vote

2. The application is complete;
Motion_R. Parsons moved to find the application complete; Second K. Brown

Motion carried by unanimous vote

3. If completed as proposed in the application and as presented tonight, the development
will comply with all the requirements of this ordinance;
Motion_K. Brown made a motion that if completed as proposed in the application

Page 2 of 3



90 development will comply with all requirements of this ordinance and all City State and

91 Federal ordinance.; Second R. Parsons
92 Motion carried by unanimous vote
93
94 4. The use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where
95 proposed and developed according to the plan as submitted;
96 Motion: P.J. Walker moved that since the car wash will be done within the walls in
97 the building and that it will not materially endanger the public health or safety;
98 Second _J. Midgette
99 Motion carried by unanimous vote
100
101 5. The use will not substantially reduce the value of adjoining or abutting property, or
102 that the use is a public necessity;
103 Motion_R. Parsons moved that the Board determine that this use will not not
104 substantially reduce the value of adjoining or abutting property; Second P.J. Walker
105 All members voted “yes” except Mr. Walker & Ms. Jamison who voted “no”
106 Motion carried by unanimous vote
107
108 6. The location and character of the use, if developed according to the plan as submitted
109 and approved, will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general
110 conformity with the plan of development of the city;
111 Motion_J. Midgette made a motion that this business be accepted as being in
112 harmony. That it does fall within the general characteristics of the surrounding area;
113 Second R. Parsons
114 Motion carried by unanimous vote
115
116 Motion: Mr. Parsons made a motion to issue a Special Use Permit with the condition that
117 all activities must be conducted inside the existing structure and not on the right of way.
118 Mr. P.J. Walker seconded. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
119
120

121 With no further discussion, meeting adjourned. The next regularly scheduled meeting is on
122 Monday, October 26, 2015 at 5:30 pm in the City Hall Courtroom, 2nd floor, 300 Pollock Street.
123
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