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County Facilities – County Security and IT Committee 

Tentative Minutes 

November 14, 2023 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chairperson Nordman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Present: 

Gillis, Kenney, Miller, Oltmanns, Reising, Williams, Youman and Nordman. Others Present: 

Finfrock, Sheriff Brian VanVickle and Coroner Lou Finch. Absent: Dean Fox. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes – October 10, 2023: Motion by Williams to approve, 2nd by Kenney. Motion 

carried.  
 

3. Public Comment: Rick Cashen made two suggestions. The first suggestion was prior to any vote 

being taken on the Nuclear Disc Golf the committee should listen to Trevor Hogan’s presentation 

on the Natural Restoration Plan for Weld Park. Rick’s second suggestion was if the County is 

going to allow a business to run within the park that the County should require the business to 

have liability insurance.   

  

4. Review and Approval of Bills: 
a.  County Facilities 
 Buildings and Grounds: $33,863.24 - Motion by Reising to approve, 2nd by Youman. Motion 

carried. 
 Utilities: Electric - $28,660.28. NICOR - $4,027.40 Water - $2,204.06 Motion by Kenney to 

approve, 2nd by Gillis. Motion carried.  

 Sheriff: None  

 Emergency Communications: None 

 Corrections: None 
 OCEMA: None 

 

b. Department Claims: 
 Sheriff: $57,113.53 
 Emergency Communications: $1,422.49 
 Corrections: $25,964.45 
 OCEMA: $3,038.04 
 

Nordman stated the department claims have been reviewed. 

 Coroner: $9432.12 Motion by Youman to approve, 2nd
 by Reising. Motion carried.  

 IT: $5,175.61. Motion by Oltmanns to approve, 2nd by Youman. Motion carried.  

 

5. County Facilities Discussion – Status Report – Comments 
a. LRP Update: None 
b. Storage Building: Sheriff VanVickle provided a photo to show recent roof damage which 

occurred to one of their storage buildings. He is suggesting a purchase of two shipping 
containers in order to move the needed equipment out of the damaged building. He is asking 
this request occurs sooner rather than later due to winter approaching to avoid completing the 
move in snow. He is unsure where money will come from, as he understands it is the end of 
the budget year. Sheriff VanVickle is estimated $7,000 for two shipping containers. Kenney 
had a discussion with Sheriff VanVickle on the type of items and equipment located in the 
current damaged building and the cost of those items. The question was asked if there was an 
option B? Sheriff VanVickle stated the only other place was with the City of Oregon’s 
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building with a cost of $2,000 per month and the Sheriff’s department would be required to 
pay for the cost of putting in a garage door. Reising asked about the delivery fee of shipping 
containers. Sheriff VanVickle mentioned possible free delivery or the Highway department 
assisting in picking them up. Discussion amongst the committee occurs to decide on how to 
move forward. Heuer states you can vote to suspend your rules by ¾ vote and takes a second 
to add anything to the agenda if you wish.  
Approval of Sheriff VanVickle’s request for two storage containers to move forward to the 

Finance Committee. Motion to approve Griffin, 2nd by Reising. Motion carried. Concern was 
mentioned what to do with the storage containers post the sheriff’s need for them. The 
committee believes there will continue to be a use for the containers.  

c. Weld Park – Nuclear Disc Golf 
Lance St. Clair started off stating he had a meeting with Byron Forest Preserve, they do not 
see a price increase with the naturalization going on it will lower the amount of mowing they 
are doing. Byron Forest Preserve is willing to help with clearing at no additional cost. Trevor 
states he is waiting to hear if adding an amenity at the park with increase the County’s 
insurance. Lance states Bruce has a request out for this question. The question was asked if 
there is any success in getting sponsors. Lance states there has been approximately seven 
individuals who have reached out to him. He has not officially accepted any sponsorships 
until talking with the committee. Youman asked Lance if they are waiting on the committee’s 
approval to move forward pricing wise. Trevor stated the project for tee pads, baskets and 
signs will cost $11,500. Specifically, each hole would cost $650 and that would cover 5 years 

for the signage. Reising asked Lance what is needed in order to successfully be open for next 
season. Lance stated approvals would need to be in no later than January and the Bryon Forest 
Preserve has equipment ready to help clear. Kenney asked for a follow up on if the 
Woodpeckers would be affected. Lance states he spoke with the Byron Forest Preserve and 
they believe there will be an increase not a loss based on the Natural Restoration Plan. 

d. Trevor Hogan – Natural Restoration Plan  
President of the Ogle Natural Alliance, Trevor Hogan states their mission is to benefit public 
lands in Ogle County and Weld Park is one of those. Trevor states they have come up with a 
5-year restoration plan to cover the 26-acre area. The 26-acres includes three different types 
of habitats. Trevor states the park has been used but also neglected when it comes to the 
natural areas. Trevor states there are volunteers to help clean up Weld Park. Trevor educated 
the committee on the Natural Restoration Plan for Weld Park. Trevor highlighted a number 
of priorities as follows, first is reintroducing fire burns in the area specifically the south and 

west property lines. Secondly, the need to clear and thin out opportunistic trees to open up 
the area around the shelters and creek. Next, they would introduce prairie species to improve 
the oak savanna area. Trevor continues to explain further plans to help improve biodiversity, 
the make for easier public access and reduce the amount of maintenance. Trevor states if you 
are curious who would be willing to work on this plan he believes there is a good volunteer 
base out there who is willing to put in the time and work. Byron Forest Persevere is willing 
to help with the use of their equipment and potentially the Sheriff’s Department to help put 
this plan into action. Trevor states he applied for a grant through Nicor and was granted 
$5,000 to use towards the plan, and the money is already in their account. Trevor is looking 
for approval from the County to move forward with the Natural Restoration Plan. Oltmanns 
clarified if the area not mowed will separate the shelters.  Trevor stated there is room for 
suggestions on where to move a simple path to. Nordman asked if the park is open in the 
winter. Sheriff VanVickle states the park will be closed approximately from December 1 until 
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March 1 because it does not get plowed. Reising mentioned the Boy Scouts were once going 
to put in a bridge over the creek and that could potentially be an option for help. Nordman 
stated they currently pay $7,000 to the Byron Forest Preserve for mowing and is wondering 
if they will see a decrease in their cost due to less mowing needed. Nordman mentioned the 
county and the county taxpayers cost in total is between $12,000 and $15,000+ for Weld 
Park. Trevor expressed his thoughts on the values Weld Park brings that cannot be contributed 
to money.     

 

6. County Security: Sheriff VanVickle sent communication to the committee showing the invoice 
for six vehicles which were ordered around May 2022 post approval of the committee. The 
vehicles were in budget and arrived in July/August 2023. It has been found the former Finance 
chair did not roll the money over into the FY23 budget resulting in no money to pay for the 
vehicles. September 30th is the most recent invoice provided. Sheriff’s office has received one 
vehicle and the company has the other five which still do not have all their parts installed. The 
total amount owed for the vehicles is approximately $200,000+. Sheriff VanVickle states 2024 
vehicles cannot be ordered until 2023 vehicles are paid for. Additional information stated by 

Sheriff VanVickle is that 2024 will cost $45,000/ea. and 2025 are projected at $60,000/ea. 
Committee discussed which funds will pay for the 2023 vehicles, definitive answer to come. 
Sheriff VanVickle told the supplier he anticipates to be able to pay for the vehicles the first week 
of December 2023. VanVickle states flock camera continue to be a huge asset and the speed signs 
are providing great data for the department. The department is averaging 29 detainees due to 
issues in the ability to keep people. Sheriff VanVickle has a meeting scheduled with the Marshals 
in the second week of December.  

7. Coroner Discussion - Coroner Finch reported 48 deaths and 3 autopsies since the last committee 
meeting.  

8. IT Department: Larry Callant IT Department Head states they have been finalizing maintenance 
agreements for this year and updating some hardware that was purchased the last couple of 
months that should be installed at the end of the month. 

 

 

9. Closed Session: None. 

10. Open Session: None. 
 

11. Old Business: 

a. American Recovery Plan Act - None 
 

12. New Business: None 
 

 

13. Adjournment:  With no further business, Chairperson Nordman adjourned the meeting.  

 Time: 1:56 P.M. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Cortney Hamrick 






















