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Introduction  
The purpose of this assessment is to provide an understanding of the issues that Ogle County residents 

feel are important. This assessment is to help us answer the questions:  

1. What is important to our community? 

2. How is quality of life perceived in our community? 

3. What assets do we have that can be used to improve community health? 

Methodology 
Survey Design 

The survey selected was designed by North Central Health Advisory Board in Columbus, Ohio and was 

adapted to fit the needs of Ogle County. The survey contained questions on Ogle County’s greatest 

strengths, important health concerns, risky behaviors, community and personal health, and where the 

community should focus its attention to improve the community. The survey collected respondent 

demographic information including zip code, age, sex, marital status, children living in the home, Ogle 

County residency, household income, level of education, race, ethnicity, where health care is obtained 

when needed and how respondents pay for health care. The survey was available in both English and 

Spanish (Appendix).  

Survey Distribution 

The strategies for collecting data including configuring the survey using an online research application 

called Survey Monkey. The survey was also available in paper form for respondents that may not have 

access to the internet or are uncomfortable with technology. Those paper forms then were manually 

uploaded into Survey Monkey. Community partners were encouraged to take the survey themselves, 

share with their employees and clients.  

The survey opened October 1st, 2019 and closed February 20th, 2020. The survey results were then 

analyzed to be used in consideration when setting community health priorities. 

The survey was distributed via: 

 Facebook 

 Oregon Public Library  

 Byron Public Library 

 Rochelle Public Library 

 Polo Public Library 

 Byron CUSD #226 

 Creston CCSD #161 

 Eswood CCSD #269 

 Forrestville Valley CUSD 
#221 

 Kings CSD #144 

 Meridian CUSD #223 

 Oregon CUSD #220 

 Polo CSD #222 

 Rochelle CCD #231 

 Rochelle Township High 
School District #212 

 911 -Emergency 
Telephone System 
Board 

 Animal Control 

 Circuit Clerk 

 Coroner 

 County Clerk 

 Focus House 

 GIS 

 Health Department 

 Highway Department 

 Juvenile Justice Council 

 Planning & Zoning 

 Probation 

 Recorder 

 Regional Education 
Office 

 Sheriff 

 Solid Waste 

 State's Attorney 

 Supervisor of 
Assessments 

 Treasurer 

 Veterans Assistance 
Commission 



Survey Results 

 

Respondents said that the three greatest strengths of Ogle County were good schools at 37.63%, 

friendly community at 33.10% and police, fire, and rescue services at 30.66%.  

 

Respondents were most concerned with alcohol/drug abuse at 47.74%, mental health problems (e.g. 

depression, anxiety) at 37.28%, and tobacco use/smoking/e-cigarettes at 20.21%. 

 



 

Common risky behaviors in Ogle County were reported as alcohol/drug abuse at 71.78%, tobacco 

use/smoking/e-cigarettes at 45.64%, and poor nutrition/eating habits at 33.45%. 

 

Respondents thought Ogle County to be somewhat unhealthy at 53.71% or healthy at 35.69%. 



 

Over half of respondents thought themselves to be healthy at 55.09%. The next likely answer was 

somewhat unhealthy at 29.82%.  

 

 

The respondents think the community should focus more on access to mental health treatment at 

32.06%, access to alcohol/drug treatment at 29.27%, and good jobs and healthy economy to better Ogle 

County at 24.39%. 



 

 

A majority of the respondents identified with females at 71.12%. Males reported at 28.88%. 

 

A majority of respondents were 45-64 years old at 32.98% or 1-17 years old at 26.67%. 



 

44.91% of respondents were married. 34.39% of respondents were single. 8.77% reported being 

partnered. 8.07% were reported as divorced and only 3.86% were widowed.  

 

A majority of respondents reported being White/Caucasians at 87.86%. The other races mentioned 

included African American at 2.14%, Asian at 1.07%, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander at 0.36%, 

American Indian/Alaska Native at 0.71%, multi-racial at 3.93% or other at 3.93%. 



 

90.04 % of respondents reported that they were not of Hispanic or Latino origin with only 9.96% 

reporting they were.  

 

23.98% of respondents make an annual household income over 100,000 dollars. 23.58% make in 

between 50,000-74,999 dollars per year. 20.73% of respondent households make 30,000-49,999 dollars 

annually. Next 11.38% of respondent households make $10,000-$29,999. 10.98% of respondent 

households make $75,000-$99,999. 9.35% of respondent households make less than $9,999. 



 

 

Most respondents had a high school diploma or GED accounting for 22.30%. 21.94% of respondents 

have earned less than a high school diploma or GED. Respondents with an Associates/technical degree 

account for 19.06%. 17.63% of respondents have a Bachelor’s degree. 10.79% of respondents have 

some college. Respondents with a Graduate degree or higher account for 8.27%. 

 

Most respondents live in Ogle County at 87.99% and 12.01% did not live in Ogle County.  



 

Most respondents have lived in Ogle County 21 years or more accounting for 43.91%. The second most 

likely answer was 11-20 years at 26.94%. 0.74% of respondents have lived in Ogle County less than one 

year. Some respondents have lived in Ogle County 1-2 years at 2.21%.   7.38% have lived in the county 

for 3-5 years. Respondents living in Ogle County 6-10 years make up 9.96% of respondents.  

 

The majority of respondents lived in Rochelle at 23.69%. Polo and Oregon were the next two zip codes 

identified with Polo being 14.63% of respondents and Oregon at 12.20%.  



 

Most respondents work in Ogle County at 68.09% and 31.21% do not work in Ogle County.  

 

85% of respondents reported they do have a primary care provider, whereas 15% do not.  



 

 

76.34% of respondents have seen their primary care provider within the last year and 13.26% have not.  

 

Most respondents usually go to their primary care provider at 76.33%. Urgent Care or Immediate Care 

Clinic was the next choice of the respondents accounting for 15.55%. Only 6.01% of respondents 

reported going to the Hospital Emergency Department. 



 

Majority of the respondents use Private health insurance to pay for their healthcare at 64.60%.  

Medicare was the next highest response at 20.07%. 6.57% reported using Medicaid to pay for their 

healthcare. Only 2.19% pay cash or do not have insurance. 1.46% use the Veteran’s Administration to 

pay and 1.09% use Student Health Services.  

  



Key Findings 
The profile of our respondents answering the survey was that they were married, middle aged (45-64) 

non-Hispanic, Caucasian, women, making more than 100,000 dollars a year, with at least a high school 

or GED, working in Ogle County and living in Ogle County for 21 years or more. Most respondents were 

living in Rochelle, have access to health care with private health insurance and have seen a primary care 

provider with in the last year.  

The key findings from this perspective include: 

Top 3 Strengths- 

1. Good schools 

2. Friendly community 

3. Police, fire and rescue services 

Top 3 Health Concerns- 

1. Alcohol/drug abuse 

2. Mental health problems (e.g. depression, anxiety) 

3. Tobacco use/smoking/e-cigarettes 

Top 3 Risky Behaviors- 

1. Alcohol/drug abuse 

2. Tobacco use/smoking/e-cigarettes 

3. Poor nutrition/eating habits 

Top 3 Areas to Focus- 

1. Access to mental health treatment 

2. Access to alcohol/drug treatment 

3. Good jobs and healthy economy 

According to the Community Health Status Assessment, the respondents compare to the demographics 

of Ogle County in only a few ways that are similar, and an over sampling has occurred in some 

categories. The demographic composition of Ogle County has the average income is $57K per year, 

whereas the survey respondents reported $100K+ income. The county is primarily White at 94.39%, 

87.86% of survey respondents reported White as their race. The number of non-Hispanic residents 

matched the survey respondents with 90.16% of the county being non-Hispanic and 90.04% of the 

respondents being non-Hispanic. The age of respondents was close to correlating with the data of the 

county with the mean age for females being 43 and the mean age overall 41 for the county and the age 

of respondents were most likely to be 45-64. There were more women in the respondent group than the 

county, with the group being 71%, whereas the county is 50.12%. People who took the survey reported 

having less education compared to the county. The survey respondents reported 22.30% as have at least 

a high school diploma or GED. The county recorded that, of people 25 or older, 89% of them had at least 

a high school diploma or GED. Access to Primary Care Providers in Ogle County has a rate of 60.46 

providers for every 100,000 people. Although 85% of survey respondents reported having a Primary 

Care Provider.  
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