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Homes - Milford’s

Great Resource

Houses listed in the 75 to 100
year age category to date are:
Brookside Villa; Dr. Emerson's
the Louis Rodriquez House; Hen-
drian's;Reed House; Curtis Rice
Home: Fuller House; the Edward
Stine's; John Fleming; Bess Van
Etten’s: Orville Nearing's; Takosh
House; Bill Hinkel; The Colling-
wood: Guests: Sue Miller’s; Brup-
hacher’s; Tom Quick; Elsie Atkins;
St. Patricks Convent; Villa Mad-
eleine; Maroldi House; Gassman's;
Len Doyle’s; Sandy Beecher's;
Finkleday's; Amy Rinckhoff's
House: Guttenberger's; Alpine
‘Building: Fauchere: Kipp House;
Louis Chol's; Ray Walsh House;
Dr. Klaer's; Robacker’s: Ostertag
House:; Robert Forsythe's; Edna
Van Tassell Green's; Gregory
Myer's; Bruce .Earlin; Baker
House; Schneck’s; Helen Hissam's;
Levi Cole’s; Paul  Schmalz; Sch-
malz, Sr.; Carl Muhthauser, Sr.

and Jr.; 0. Howard Wolle's;
Robert Fish House; Mike Gatzke,
Jr: Grey Towers; Ethel Wolfe's;
Telly Bryvce: Graham House; Sie-
mer House; Margaret Armstrong;
Rondolph Gregory; Guidance Cen-
ter . Dr. Phyllis O. Edwards:
Mildred Hardtla (former Sophie
Funk’s home): Hoey's; Dagn
House; Aspinwall; Vanda Sum-
mer's; Gunther Passarge; Hill-
crest; Clarence Walton House;
Bob Bleod's {Milford Beach); Ern-
estine Calestini's; Richard Smith's
home; Don Howes (former Ryman
House} Dr. Edginton's; MeGoey
House; Anderson House; Elsie

Kayton's; George Siddons; Gladys.

Friend's House; Cahill House
{Penny Boutique); Dr. Bullock’s
office; Village Market; Finan's
Home (Warner's) Nellie Coyken-
dall House; Clyde Rowe House;
Perry House: Struther’s: Quibbel;
Misenhelder; DeWitt House and
Bud Kieh's. ’
Landmarks, public buildings,

churches, business places  and.
‘hotels were also listed which fell in ~

this category. They were: The

Tom Quick Monument: Miliord
Community House: Court House:
Jail; Boro Building; Milford Ele-
mentary School; Early Learning
Center; Police Barracks; Pike
County Dispaich; Bloomgarden's;
Hotel Fauchere; Laurel Villa;
{former Judge School); John Kurz
Office; Dave Chant's offices; Penn
State Extension {Courthouse An.
nex #1); Foresi Hall; Kraft Travel
Agency; Paper Store; Masonic
Building; Milford Inn: Laurel Vil-
la; Dimmick Inn; Hotel Fauchere;
and the Veterans Home. The
Milford Convalescent Home {form-
er Misenhelder House): Lucille's
Beauty Nook: Paul's Bakery: Law
Offices, Gumble, Thomsen & Lin-
shaw; Rowe's Mill; Blacksmith
Shop: Arlington Hotel; John
Muir’s “Treasure Hill.™

Churches in the 100 years or
more category are the First Pres-
byterian Church and Manse of
Milford; the St. Patrick's Catholic
Church (old building): and the
Methodist Church.

The Mott Street Bridge is
another of Milford's landmarks. -



Architectural
Study Committee
Formed

The Milford area Architectural
.Study Committee will present as a
public service a series of articles
and pictures recognizing many of
the old buildings of historical
significance in Milford. Committee
members who have béen working
with the Pike County Extension
Service include Robert Fish, Nor-
man Lehde, Edith Lees, Cynthia
Van Lierde, Herbert Moore, Al-
bert and Bets Steiner, Ada Green-
ing. Ernest Chamberlain, Phyllis -
Edwards and Diane Robacker.
The articles, which will appear
weekly in the Pike County Dis-
patch, will be based on studies
made by Mr. Joseph Young.
Mr. Young is an architect of
" Scranton, and on research com-
pleted by the Junior Historians of
Delaware Valley High School.
During this Bicentennial period we
are all experiencing a renewal
interest in our past. It is hoped
that these articles will help: to
recall the rich architectural and
historic hentage of our commun-
ity.

Bluestone
L ] -

Buildings

In studving the arcnitecture of
the homes in Milford Boro, the
Milford Architectural Study Com-
mittee has been impressed with
the buildings and homes using blue

" stone.

The Milford Elementary School,
built in 1904, used bliestone in its
construction. Alfred Marvin was
the architect. He was also the
architect for the addition built .in
1926.

*.The Ben Anthony house, corner
of 6th and Harford Streets has an
air of indestructability with it's
use of blue stone, three huge
flagstones covering the porch, and
the polished marble columns. The
Pike County Power & Light Build-:
ing .on Broad Street is another
distinetive home using blue stone.!
Built in. the Norman style of

architecture, it compliments the -

picturesque Forest Hall Building
across the road which'is a combin-
ation of bluestone and stucco. Dr.
Klaer’s home on-East Ann Street
is another example of using blue--
stone effectively. Grey Towers, of
course, is a classic example of-the
beauty and timelessness of blue
stone.

The Bluestone industry, flour-
ished during the mid and late
1800’s. Huge quarries were open-
ed in Shohola and POnd Eddy
areas. The name that comes up-
omost often in connection with the
quarrying operations is that. of
John Fletcher Kilgour.” Norman
Lehde, Pike County hislorian, had
this o say about the Bluestone
Industry in "his “Pike ~ County
Days” a series which appeared
weekly in the Pike County Dis-
‘patch.

“John Fleicher Kilgour was
born in Kingston, New York, on
March 14, 1841. He started to
work with his father, Thomas
Kilgour, driving a team bhauling
stone from the quarry to the dock
when he was 16 vears of age. He
worked for his father for a few
years, then quarried stone on his
own, and Jater conducted a retail
stone yard in Newburgh, New
York.”

In 1868, behenng ‘that* large
stone interests could be developed

in Pike County, he; purchased
around 4,000 acres’ m the Pond
Eddy area. Starting operations
the following year, he Increased

his Jabor force from 50 to 150 men_
in two months. Later in the year,”

the firm of Kilgour, Vignes and
Company was formed. It was
composed "of the following men:
Kilgour, James H. Rutter (later
president of the Hudson River
‘Railroad) George S. Readington of
Port Jervis, and David Vignes of
Kingston, New York.” .. »-
-“In 1870 Kilgour was convinced
by James Fisk of the advantages '
of having the railroad facilities of
the Erie and also having men in’

New York City, the establishment .

of the time, with interests in the
business. A new company was
formed. When this was done, Fisk:
was made President and Kilgour,
General Superintendent.- Among
the stockholders were Jay Gould,
the capitalist and William Marcy
Tweed, “the boss of New York.”

-~ In 1873 a_combination of many
things staried to lead to the
destruction of the company. There
was the business panic of 1873,
Gould, accused Fisk and Daniel
Drew with having. plundered-fhe:
Erie_and left the company. Fisk.
was shol over & woman and the

Tweed Ring was unmasked as a
company' of rascals whose mis-
deeds became legéndary.

The company failed .and even
Kilgour’s own residence was mort-
gaged. His health failed and he
spent & winter in Hot Springs,
Arkansas. Howeéver,” the axiom -

_that a man may be down "but not

out, was soon to be epitomized by
John Fletcher Kilgour. After John

Kilgour's unfortunate business as-
sociation with “Boss™ Tweek, Jim
Fisk and Jay Gould, and the
failure of the company in which’

" they were associated, and -his

ﬁnancml torubles, he was a sadder
but wiser man. Upon recovering

‘his health he returned to quarry-

ing stone in 1878, He leased &
quarry and started working with

‘about 25 men. Ip a_year he had

increased the number of employ-
ees to 100 and by 1883 had a force

" of 250. In January of that year, he

associated himself with E.S. Park-
er and their irm was named “The
Kilgour Bluestone Company.™ .
When Alfred Mathey wrote his
history in.1886; he reported that,
at that date, the firm employed
450 men_ by the Bay and ,another
150 “'on” piéce \H,‘ﬂ'k and Was_
contemplatingi increasing the num-.
ber Lo B0O during the year. The*

author notesthat the company had
erected large mills for sawing,
planing and polishing stone, and
were prepared to do the finest
kind of carving and moulding. The
mills, located at Parkers Glen ran
day and night, electric lights being
used at night. The company owned
€,000 acres of land, leased a like :
number of acres; had 23 quarries.
Their property extended zlong the .
Erie from Sawmill Rift to Hancock .
on the main line and on the branch
io Hawley,

It was also noted that the

'company had erected a school’

bouse for the children of their

employees and furnished a teacher.

at company expense. A hall was,
also erected for .the use of the_

workers who, joined a temperance

organization. At that time, Kil-

gour was the owner of the Shohola *
Glen Hotel and the Shohola Glen .
Property. He was contemplating -
building a switchback railroad to

transport people from the Erie -
thru the Glen at a fare of five

cents. .

In a recent book on qhohola
local historian, George Fluhr notes
that Kllgour. after 1886 again

encountered business failure, )
However, he kept returmng to the

.blue stone mdustry He died in
New Jersey in 1904.

Local Bricks
In Landmark
Buildings

According to information in the '
Pike County Historical Society,
and supplied by Helen Greening,
Curator, there were two locations
in Milford that made bricks.

One was situated near Mﬂford'
-across the Sawkill, near where the



Wyckoffs now live. This was
Xbown as the “Wallace™ Brickyard
arid it is from this source that
bricks for ‘the. Presbyterian
Church and the Kayton Building
were obtained.” ../ .

' The second site was near Mata- .
moras in the swampy area below
Masurack's swimming pool and the -
old Marvin Farm on the Old
Milford Road. This was the “Rose”
Brickyard and bricks used in the
construction of the Crissmanhouse
{chimneys and foundation) eame
from this source. .- . .

" Some of the bricks were coarse-
Iy made and of different sizes. The
clay used in their manufacture was
found in small aress, usually along
sireams, near the surface of the_
ground. One small vein of clay can
-bé seen along the Sawkill across
the stream from the Arlington
Hatel. T -

. According to “ourt House re-
cords dated August 26, 1872, the
brick nsed for the Court House
was ordered from Henry S. Mott
who was located on the Sawkill,
However, Mr. Mott was supplying
- bricks to the Center Square {(pres-
ent Tom Quick buildings) and the
quality of these bricks “did not
méet the criteria of the Commis-
gioners, Van Gorden, Hoffman and
Rosencrance. Accordingly, they
passed the following resolution:
"gis?lved that the brick delivered

and being delivered by Henry 8.+
Mott at Center Square in the:
Townt of Milford ‘under contraet’
with 'us dated the 24th of February ;
1872, are not good well burned
-merchaniable and -lawful bricks
~ and that the same are hereby
condemned by us and that we will
give the same Mott notice of said-
condemnation and notice that we
are in want of good brick at ance to
carry on said building.” Apparent-,
Iy Mr. Mott must have subse-
“quently met -the specifications.
‘because the records of Aug. 18,
1873 states: “Settled with Mott for
Brick,™ .

It is assumed that the other
brick homes in the village are
made of native brick. However, at
this. writing it has not been
possible to verify this supposition.

Cobblestone
Houses in Milford

This article on Milford’s cobble-
stone houses has been prepared by
Bethel Steiner for the Architee-
tural Study Committee, which
works out of Mr. Joseph Staley's
office. . .

When one gets into stone work
in the Milford aréa, one immedi-

ately runs into the name of-

‘Snyder, for the Snyder family and
the. men they trained did practi-
cally all of the stone work in the

town. In preparing this article the
‘writer spoke fo Russell Snyder,”
Mrs. JoE.n L. Snyder, Leonard
Snyder, Carl Snyder, Everett
Orben, and John Supplee, as well
as several of the owners of the
houses involved. The  msterial
gsthered was fascinating. It is
regrettable that it cannot all be
included bere, but for now we will
speak of just nine cobblestone
buildings, and we will also give a
brief account of the Snyder family. .
~ The outstanding cobblestone
building is the Episcopal Church.
When the forty-three-year-old
wooden church burned, on Sep-
tember 28, 1913, it was replaced,
in 1914, by -the present stone
structure. Just about all the
Snyders worked on it: Andrew,
Leonard Snyder’s grandfather;
Joe, Frank Snyder’s father;
George, Car]l Snyder’s grandfath-
er; Joch C., Lillian Musselwhite's
grandfather; John L. and Charles,
two of Andrew’s sons, were help-
ers. The stone came from the
Pinchot property. When the addi-
tion was put on the back of the.
church in 1964, Leonard Snyder’
had the contract, and his father,
John L., helped to lay the stone,
which came from just across the
river, from the Stanley Roberts.
place. - i
Different members of the Sny--
der family worked on the Dispatch
building when it was built in 1915,
Joe and Andrew were mentioned
specifically, but undoubtedly other
Snyders were involved also. Mr,
Cy Terwilliger, Violet Clune’s
father, had the building erected
when he moved his print shop and
newspaper office from the present
Bloomgarden building. John Sup-
plee states that when they started
to excavate for the foundation, the
site was so full of rocks that every
stone for the building came right
from the excavation. i -
Mrs. James R. Bull's house at
210 West Ann Street was also the
work of the Snyder family. It was
built in 1920 by one of the
“uncles,” she recalls, but she is not
certain which one, Incidentally,
because the Snyders were such a
large clan, many of the clder men .
were called “uncle.” It was Uncle
-Joe, Uncle John, ete. . = ..

O N TV Tl M T N S AN S V)
Figh Sireet, was built by “Uncle
John” i.e., John C. Snyvder. Mr.
Colbert reports that some of the
stones in his house are enormous,
that one in particular, high up in
the fireplace inside the house, is so
large he wonders how the “mud”
supported it.

In 1926 Everett Orben built his
own first home for himself and
Hazel and their infant son Kenneth
.at the upper end of George Street.
He had Joe Snyder and John C.

"Snyder do the stone work.

i

The Stanley Cole house at 310
West Harford Street is a cobble-
stone house, built around 1910.
There had been a frame house
there belonging to the Rochottes,

_and in a front room of the house .

the Rochottes ran a small store,
serving the needs of that end of
the town. Revoyres’ bakery wagor
delivered baked goods there for
sale, Florence Rochotte Smith is
still living, and she recalls the
store’s lovely kerosene hanging
lamp and the glass case which
protected the baked goods. The
house burned down, and Henry
and Elizabeth Rochotte Cotterill
had the present house built.
Russling DeWitt (Lila Kyte’s fath-
er) had the contract to build the
house, and Ross Kleinstuber
thought that the Spyders did the
stone work, but Mrs. Smith re-
members Aristide (Art) DuBois as
- being 8 mason on the job. Leonard
Snyder says that those men
worked together, so it is difficult
to sort out just which men did
which job,

Parenthetically, the name of
George Gregory often comes up in
these researches. He was the
father of the present-day Ron-
delph Gregory and a grandfather
of “Skip” Gregory. He would
contract for building jobs and then
assemble the carpenters, masons,
ete., which were needed.

There is a nice example of a
cobblestone house at 108 Ninth
Street. At present it is occupied
by the Von Dohlen family. Origi-
nally it was built for Mrs. Edith
Tyler, but by whom and around
what time this writer has not
learned.”

The Zernhelt house at 110 West
George Street is the exception
that proves the rule: it was not
built by the Snyders. Mr. John
Armstrong first built the house
now .owned by .the Jay Rose
family. After he sold it to the
Guffantis, he built the Zernhelt

. house, sometime after 1925. .

siv &, .S pouse at 301 West
Catherine Street is a fine example
of the cobblestone house. We
know quite a bit about it because it
was built in 1946, and Mr. Everett
Orben, the builder, is still alive.
The stone for the Spotts house
came from a stone fence over in
Jersey, Harry Snyder (Lillian
Musselwhite’s father) was one of
the masons, and another was
Clarence Van Auken, who was
related to the Snyder family and
had learned the mason trade from
them. Masons' helpers on that job
were Jake Howey and Donald
Gavoille, Clarence Van Auken's
nephew. Another man whn wot_
- #d. on the house was Eston Myer
from over in Jersey. (Mr. Orben



relates that the same group built
the stone house for Mrs. Wade,
over across the Mott Street Bridge
on the Old Dingmans Road).

The present writer was especi-
ally interested in a little cobble-
stone whimsey which the late
Clarence Van Auken constructed
at the house where he lived, next
to Frank Murphy, on Ann Street.
The house itself is stucco, but the
steps are of stone, .and a rather
heavy balustrade curves down
along each side of the steps. At the
end of each balustrade Clarence
built an urn made of small cobble-
stones to hold plants. Look for the
urns the next time you pass the
house.

Henry Snyder and Catherine
Cron Snyder were married in
1850. They had eleven children,
and four of their sons became
masons: Andrew C. Snyder, b.
1857; Johm C. Snyder, b. 1860;
George T. Snyder, b. 1862; and
Joseph G. Snyder, b. 1870. The
work produced by these men and
their descendants can hardly be
over-estimated. They were enor-
mously prolific workmen. Andrew
had two sons who were masons,
Charles and John L., and his
grandson Leonard also followed
the trade. Mrs. John L. Snyder
told this reporter that her husband
had worked on many, many build-
ings, not only in this area but in
New York state, in New Jersey ,

and all over. John C. had twe sons .

who became masons, Chester and
Harry. If we were going into other
stone houses besides the cobble-
stones, we could speak of the
many ones which Harry construct-
ed in Milford. George T. died
comparatively young, in 1916, and
did not live to do as much work as
the others, but he did work on the
Episcopal Church and other build-
ings in town.

One interesting closing note is
that the Ogdens just recently were
having some cobblestone work
done on the front of their house on
George Street. Blace Hotalen was
doing the stone work, assisted by
Bill Drexler and Chris Ogden, and
sure enough, he had been trained
by Leonard Snyder!

Milford's Hotel Industry

The Milford Architectural Study
Committee was interested in a
Research Paper undertaken and
written by Matthew Stanton Gat-
zke in January 1976. Matthew
choses as his subject, a history of
Milford’s Old Hotels, We are
indebted to him for the informa-
tion contained in his report and
which we are repeating here.

The Hotel Industry ia Milford

was thriving before and during the
beginning of the century. It flour-
ished until the coming of the
automobile, Then the greater mo-

bility afforded by the car made it
possible for vachtioners to go back
and forth more easily and travel
around rather than stay in one
place. The time when families
came for the entire summer was at
an end. ’

Milford's location...its pictures-
que hills, brooks and trout streams
and the Delaware River made it an
jdeal vacation spot. The invitation
issued by the Milford Chamber of
Commerce in its promotion of
Milford as & “Vacationer's Dream™
was typical of the 1920's. It read:’
“While desiring to foster the
Elysian character of this land of -
heart’s desire, we are glad to
invite others here to enjoy it with
us...others who are the best
type of American citizens. To such
as these, we extend the hand of
welcome.”

The hotel industry brought in all
types of people. Their efforts to.
entertain their guests made for 2
lively summer season and afforded
the townspeople an opportunity to
enjoy these cultura) activities as
well a8 to meet people of all
pationalities from all over the

United States and Europe. Many
of the summer people subsequent-
Iv made Milford their permanent
home, or built second homes for
the summer.

The hotels played a large role in
the development of Milford, offer-

ing employment to many families.

Laundering services were in de-
mand; fresh eggs, milk, butter,
vegetables and fruit were supplied
by local farimers. Waiters, garden-
ers, bartenders, bus boys, dish
washers, chefs, cooks, porters
added up to the involvement and
livelihood of a lot of people in this
industry. The people were helped
and so was the economy.

Many of the old hotels mention-
ed in Matthew Gatzke's report are
no longer on the local scene. Some
have been either torn dowm, or
burned. Examples are the Grand
View Hotel; The Bluff House; The
Homestead; The Sawkill House,
The Crissman House: Colonial Inn;
The Vantine and the Bellevue.

The Grand View Hotel was built
and operated by William and
August Metz, Sr. in 1897. Moving
here from Jersey City, they esta-
blished a fine lodging house right
outside the village of Milford. It
was 3 stories in height, with a
surrounding parch and situated on

a bank (where 209 is now located),
with a beautiful view of the river.
The Hotel's outdoor pavillion was
very popular for night dances and
parties. It had forty rooms-and
lavatories on all the floors. In their
brochure they note the large farm
in connection with the house
supplied all the butter, eggs and
fresh vegetables. Fishing and

hunting were ‘attractions offered -

5

the guests, as well as bathing and
boating in the Delaware. Unfortu- .
nately, this hotel had a short life.
It was burned to the ground in the
early 1900's. v :

Ruth Metz Grant, daughter of
August Metz, Sr., showed this
writer the brochure sent to the
prospective boarders. Terms for
board and lodging for a week were
from $8.00 to $15.00. Transients
$2.00 a day, with special rates’
offered for the season. Stage fare
from the Port Jervis R.R. Station
was $.50/

wuadcrdl SLOTES
... an mstitution

-The old general
stores were an important part of
living a eentury ago. Aside from
being a source of household
supplies, food, clothing, toys, or
whatever a housholder might
need, it was also a gathering place.
A place to socialize, to hear the
latest news and pass it on to
friends and neighbors. Direct
communications at their best!

Large barrels held coffee, sugar,
oatmeal and crackers. Orders had
to be put into bags and weighed.
Coffee beans were dumped into a
large coffee grinder which was

pumped by a foot pedal atiached to
the wheel, Tea came direcity from
the Far East in large square boxes
decorated with oriental designs.
Money was kept in a drawer under
the counter and pulled in and out .
. . no faney cash registers here!
According to an interesting
account written by Vera Ryman
Weaver, Mr. Ryman's youngest
daughter, the worst things to sell
were molasses, prunes, tub butter
and kerosene oil. For the molasses

* and tub butter, you had to pull up

a trap door and go down into the
damp, dark cellar. People brought

' their own jugs for molasses. This

was kept in a barre] or hogshead
which had spigots. There was no
way you could fill the jugs with
their ~small openings, ‘without
getting ‘molasses all over your
hands.

Prunes came in wooden boxes.
They had to be dug out and
weighed. . . a sticky job! Kerosene
oil was kept behind the. store in &
shed. People brought their five or
one gallon cans to be filled from
the big container. Another task
impossible to complete without
getting covered with oil.

Barter was an accepted way of
‘doing business. Farmers brought
butter and egps to the store and
received in return, groceries or
other articles. Sometimes pheas-



. Here is a house that shrugs off
ants were brought in and these the poise of the ever growing

@
were shipped into New York by traffic. The stone walls completely
way of Port Jervis and the -Erie close out all traffic noises, just as
. "they kept out the dust from the

Railroad. they were s6ld to the

Pzaul Bournique, Executor

Waldorf Astoria for 50 cents a horse and carriage traffic, on"the
piece! . x The Alpine, N.W. corner of dirt roads several decades ago,
Mrs. Weaver recounts that Broad and Catherine Streets was : . .
Tuesdays and Fridays were order part of the Hotel Fauchere com- . Joe Young, ATA, advisor to the
days. Orders were picked up from plex. It is now owned by Anne Milford Architectural StUd_)' was
customer’s homes in the morning, Chol Metzger. It has an ageless enthusiastic about the solid and
and afternoon, then filled and quality. And why not..? With a substantial look of the Anthony
delivered. Orders were packed in ringside seat on the main thoro- housg, noting wlu!e it had no
large flat baskets with a paper bag fare, the Alpine has watched the definite period al_'Cth?ct‘ura.] style,
separating each order. passing of the Victorian Era with the b!uesmnF made it individual-
When furniture had to be its horse and buggies, the coming istic. “The kind of a home"a man
delivered to outlying boarding of the automobile, and...finally, would feel was his castle.” - -
‘houses, it called for packing a the take over of the 18 wheeler's. b Exceptional features singled out
lunch and taking the family along, l?l}s building has seen a lot of tl{etht‘}en xhxghﬁr- :ngl;ti. :’;is
t‘mr;:]:\:mg a picnic out of the long ving! - . o ﬁm;s; thi three long flat bluestone
) . \ The original part of the building slabs making up the porch flcor:
"fo add{ toh th§ f;f: dg :’:,:}E is said to be 18th century and at the solid blocks of eut bluestone
gp ere bq the hy ki hairs one time was known as the “Old used in the stair risers; the one ton’
tore, big porc ."0: m% chair: Plank House™. It is a plank house slab of bluestone...with hole drilled
were placed ch :] v " hag.;t.ori underneath and was an Inn when to fit the flue..used to cap the
pavem;{nton ::c‘ side o. tt e ond the Old Plank Road ran from chimney; the contrasting second
doo Hore the propriers 320 oy Sion: T gt Sy ot o
- each other when there was a lull in p:;gab‘i‘;tgdlésednf:‘t:rmgg‘@ w";s ; F Basement tunnel - S
Eb“siness; or with their customers ﬁ was a 1% smry bll-ﬂding about’. dewi:n;,‘);‘?ethr;si‘;nih'est;}le .t;) .h
DAL ED . RARREERE i
. Milford in 1800. He lived with his ) 21/: stories hig‘hg and the gambrel ;:::,j gaomg ofe“’hyblt was begun,
"Aunt, Margaret Ryman on Fourth roof gives it a special character & myslery, but it made a
*Street in the house used as the gives I a special ’ great “place for the Anthony
rectory for St. Patrick's Church This building has been used by Children, Agnes, Christopher and
(now demolished) He “married many tenants and for many pur- g‘en to expllpre and play in when-
"Susannah Almer on October 21, poses. :jl‘he ﬁrslt ﬂoo; lh:,s beeg eﬁe‘ggrgss'%"’say Lhe lounaation
‘1881 in Sparta, Wisconsin. They %c cuﬁ:;ao as ?:lnh ';:] a;h ?J :rr n.sm for .a "house of this weight and
‘then returned to Milford to live . ar he ﬁdarflash?on od "Seaw durs(t)oon . proportion, had to be strong! And
and Mr. Rymap became a partner :;:s loor” operation and was rup - it was. The story.is told that wher
o Mr. Henry B. Wells" and . for many A eman it was laid up,“the neighborhood
managed the General Store. When Nettie mf o afte h}' death of her children would ride around it on
T 1 s . pp after the death of her heir bicvel R
Mr. Wells died in 1905, his share husband. With the advent of their bicycles. Steel beams ‘were
was bought by Mr. Ryman and he Prohibition. this establishment used thruout the house to support
took his oldest son, Dudleyas his was closed down. “ the floors and ceilings. - - _ -~
partoer., ... o B A Barber Shop, Beautﬁ Shop and Ben and §heﬂa Anthony bought
Al of the five Ryman children the first Chain store to come into the bouse in 1950....from a ‘very
worked in the store. Vera Ryman Milford were at one time housed in reluctant John Bissert. And then,
(Weaver) was the youngest, and the Alpine. Later when the A & P only b?}‘:‘“}f _be liked them!
she remembered that the time she moved down Broad Street Heaters .Durmg the initial stages of rying
enjoyed the most was between Market established their business to buy the house the Anthony's
Thanksgiving and Christmas. on this corner. - never got-ipside..but this is a
Then people would come in to buy It could not be ascertained from hOIJS_e they knew they wanted and
toys and Sunday School teachers any available source for what nothing else mattered. When they
would buy presents for their purpose the building was used did take ownership there was
pupils. . . 50c was allowed for each when it was first buik. ,a"c}‘u""mﬁ"‘?z- b‘%‘]'-. it was a_joh
“child! Sunday Schools were allow- Presently the building houses’ . g; forz e.Toh:PpB'.' R
ed a discount on all presents.) the offices of the Bureau of the “pancy, - 2 Dr.- (;Sl,is\fers V?:f;lx:
Most of the toys came from- Aging and is rented by the Pikqi : mb.eck bough.t the house from

Germany and unpacking the crates County Commissioners.
containing dolls, games, trains . . ‘ . T
and toys of all sorts was a cause for ?_‘“tf afu?ri?gifhig el]!].i&ft - f
great excitement. Equally exciting : n Ony *"The original owner and builder !
was the ceremony of trimming the . ) h was Horatio Huselton To ro-
Christmas htree for lthed store : cearching . the records. B o
window. This was placed on a h / 3 e ol
revolving music box  stand, Ome 1mpossi "‘f’.teu whether. Mr.
which played “Silent Night” and - : . Hazelton designed the stone
was hung with ornaments, candles “Rugged”...."time defying™..Ben structure but it is ]_:x_-esumedhibnt
and tinsel. and Sheils’ Anthony’s bluestone | ke did. :

The Ryman and Almer families home on the corner of Sixth apd | It is known that he cut, chipped '

were rugged individualists. They Harford Streets stands like 2 \ ::gagzﬁgeg)::ﬂgﬁ Tahnd :Jab;
e stone .

of .the’

contributed much to the history - fortress. A monument to its - i

and economic growth of Milford:  builder, Horatio “Hazelton,” who R auarry he’bought in
along with the other enterprising quarried every stone and blue- M Ito ed
e e e stone slab he used in building this Originally, Mr. Hazelton wanted

house. 6 !



to buy Iand in Mill Rift, but the .
landowner, thinking be had a
wealthy prospect, asked a price
which Mr. Hazelton refused to
Pay- Instead, he  bought Lots
619 plus 622 in the Boro of Milford

and hauled the bluestone from the

u to thls site. -
9 ué?nmte columns $875 eadl

The granite columns used on th:
porch ‘came from a° quarry Mr
Hazelton had owned in Montan:
belore coming to this area. Th
Anthony's recently found the bxl
- for these pillars....$875.00 each. .J
lot of money for the turn of ﬂ]l
century. .

- While buﬂdmg “his home, Mr
Hazelton and his wife Eleanor
lived in the little brick cottage or
the side of his lot bordering or
Pear Alley. Progress on the house
must bave been painstakenly slow
The first record of any assessment
appears in 1915 in the County’s
books. .

The limits to which 2 man w gc
to fulfill s dream is a cause for
*pnder, But....inherent in every

4, is the desire to build his own

ye...with his own two bands.

Wen this urge is realized, the
hoie which results has a special
qu&ty. The Anthony home....built

by Ioratlo Hazelton..._is suc.b 2

Ouse, | -

The Arlmgton

-The Arling-

ton Hotel, located on the banks of
the Sawkill at the foot of Christian
Hill, has always been a family
operated business. Originally ca-
tering only to summer boarders, it
has always been a family operated
business. Originally catering only

to summer boarders, it has adapt-
ed its services over the years to

include motel accommodations, a
restaurant and bar, plus indoor
and outdoor recreatin facilities for
guests,

Owned by James ‘and Jean
Maun, the business is no longer

.seasonal but operated on a year .

round basis. :
The bulldmg is the usual threq

story building, charactenstlcof the

boarding houses builit in the late’
1890’s but there the similarity.
ends. The varying roof lines and-

the story book cupola on the

addition to the original building,~
.give the Arlington a distinctive
character. Character brought toit,
by additions and renovations made
.by each of the owners,

The decorative bricked porch ann
entrance, and the attached gezebo

for summer parties are fairly-

recent additions. The swimming

pool was installed after the '55
flood. Prior to that, guests could
bathe in a natural ‘pool in the
Sawkill which ran past the hotel.
All'rooms bave been modernized
in keepmg with to days stanlo
ards. B Ntut
The ongma.l pzrt of the Arhgg
ton was built by Frank Seitz for’
his mother and father. The Seitz's
operated the business until Frank
lost the hotel in a card game with
Harold Thornton whose f{amily”
owned the Dimmick Inn. :
*'From the Thornton's the hotel
~passed into-the hands-of Ed Boyd
- and his wife. The Boyd's with the
help of theirthree children, Helen,
Bill and Janet, plus some outside
help during the height of the-
season, an the boarding house.
Mr. Boyd was a butcher wrth a
shop on Broad Street. .. :.: ¢

After the Boyd's, the hot,e’l was
sold to Felix and Rosa Arndt and
Paul and Stephanie Szabara. They
planned to run. the hotel as a
parnership but this partnership
was shortly dissolved leaving the
Arndts as sole ‘owners.-- The;
Arndts sold the business angd;

“‘building to the present owmers,:

The Maun's. = - =

The Arlington not only of.fere&
ample living quarters for the
Maun's and their nine children,

but now with the help of their.
—older children, Francis, Steven,-

Mathew and Christine, the expan-
“sion of their hotel-motel facilities
t.o include a restaurant and bar
‘have been made possible. These
accommodations” are enjoyed by

‘guests, visitors, pnvabe parhea

‘area people, and transients,

Margaret Armstrong House

‘The Margaret Armst.rong House
‘located on .the corner=of “East:
Harford and 4th -Streets: dates
-back to 1855. 0f ‘wood: sconstrues,
‘tion, - the two story’ house, wnth~
yable roof and - small entrance
porch ‘has had ‘additions over ‘the;
years. These are obvxous, but:
acceptable, having ¢ommon ele
ments of eave line and siding. The.
additions are in the tradition of the
Connecticut Colonial.

Connecticut Colonial Arch}t,ec?
ture Buffs should observe -the'
handsome proportion of wndth 46
“height ... both for front facade and
end gable, and the dlsmp‘lmed
“window treatment prior to* t.he
*installation of picture windoys:
One’ of -the advantages of the
“Connecticut Colonial house is that
it -can ‘bear . certain additions,:
“renovations . and_ moflernizations:
“and &till retain the" “original 18th
icentury characteristics. "= "

This style is recogmizable’ wnth
‘eave and roof tothe front, shutter~

?

' center hall, first and second floors

;ed windows, balanced “with :en-?
;trance door and small porch in the ¢
| center. Trim details are smlple N
: moldings. The original plan -was:;
{two rooms deep, each side of-a

~ Earlier houses had central chim-~
neys. Eighteenth and’ 19th Cen- -
iury heuses frequently added fire-
places and gable end chimneys.
_ Mr. Joe Young, Seranton, Archi-
iect, who has’been making a study
i the Landmark homes in Milford,
working with the Milford Archi-
ectural Study Committee,) in his
lescription of the Armstrong
jouse notes that the attic windows,
ire both unusuval and disturbing, -
o be located with a corner cut off
- “but- E ,;:enter location7; he}
mnceda. would 'have conﬁiétaﬂ
gmh the c}nmney,u

'ikes mpglson‘ .
inth “Siamer «(Chandler
Saint). house across the street,
Cu-ca 1750, tegarding the histori-

~cal and-architectural significance

"“‘of the Armstrong and Sierier

- "House. The .Armstrong house was®

‘built a century later. in 1850,~
éCompanson. Mr. Young observed *
5s-made difficult by the changes
sthat have” been made. in both*
‘homes in design and aesthetlc?
anﬂuences. However, ‘the "Arm- -
“strong ‘house remains clqser ho
Lauthenticity. of Connecticu -
s]. TheFormal front blocksst:mds
unadotned ’in ; white «lapbon!

* extept for the plcture-type
dows to the left side and th

\‘_.. v E

bracketed entrance poreh . thatg

"probably had <columas jn ‘the "

original design. The doublé hung’

windows are well proportioned
and somewhst larger and less

divided than those in the Siemer

House across the street which, .
- predates the Armst.rong House by'.

acentury. PR

The "Armstrong ' house. was 5 &

‘ \bmlt’hy John H. Wallace in 1855,
:He also built the Masonie buildmg
which is tiext to this property. The._ -

‘house was originally intended as'a,, "
‘two story” resxdence -Later, W a]!-%g

j'ace passed away, 1e§vm 3
house zoJacab Klaer"hls adm

: house “to” Ere& Kiaer, who "in:
: same yéar sold-the “house back 4

Jacob Klaer. Elizabéth Lattimoré™

bought ' the house from Klaer in
1915. The present owner,- Mar»
garet Armstrong purchased the
house from 'Ehmbeth Lattimore in
1941. 7.

- Thisiwelve room ‘house s four’
_additions: a_kitchen; an upstairs

¥

:bedr_qomand twa bathrooms, Only -,

;‘igim portion - ol - &n upstairs’

la@ by Wallace7ThE house

¥

"%ontams the Tloor origin-r

;cgn._;_lb two.sellars and &%&g

~ OTintérest is the fact’that e
. first -Boro Council meeting 7was



held in what is now Margaret
. Armstrong’s living room. .

Mrs. Armstrong shares the
house with her sister, Mrs. Agnes
Visintainer. Margaret Armstrong
-is the wife of Andrew (Mickey)
_Armstrong. They had oné son,
James who presently lives in
Vineland, New Jersey. Mr. Arm-
strong owned and operated the
garage directly across the street
~-from his home for many years.
Margaret Armstrong was an eie-
mentary school teacher in the
Milford School hefore her marr-
-lage.. <~ :

AtkinsHouse

If houses could only talk ....the
Atkins House situated on Broad
Street and Plum and Blackberry
Alleys would have an interesting -
history to relate. Built in 1790-95. °
it be as a small two
buildiglagnwith adeep cellar. A :::_.ﬁ
crawl space above the second floor
served as an “Indian Watch!”

Any house that started out
watching for Indians and now sees
cars, and trucks thundering by all
day ... and all night ... could really
tell a story.

Built by James Wallace, for his
daughter Helen who married John

T. Cross, the original part of the
house still stands. It has the plank
doors and locks of the period which
required ‘outsize’ keys, and the
wide board flooring still exists but
is now covered with a newer floor,
Like Topsy, the Atkins House
grew-prebably as family members
increased and as time and finances
permitted. Snug and secure in its
setting, this house, like a content-
ed dowager, sits by the side of the
road, defying time .... rich in its
memories and gracious in appear-
ance. o
The house is unadorned, except
for the classic dentils and attic
window with single shutter; the
shuttered bay window on the
ground floor; the porches and the
decorative stained glass window
flanking the two floor length
windows; plus the géntly sloping
roof of the original part of ihe
bhouse which adds interest and
:haracter to the general architec-
“l'e-,‘ L 5 e

Mrs. Elsie Atkins, the present
owner, i& an authority in antiques,
and her advice in this field is
contimually sought by profes-
sionals as a consultant, and for
appraisals. She and her daughter,
Sandy Kiley and her grandaughter
Jennifer, appreciate the rich her-

.itage of this house and have
preserved its charm and tradition
thru’their use of period furnish-
fngs and accessories.

Blanche Cross-Dissinger owned
.the house before Mrs. Atkins
purchased it from Mrs. Dissinger's
Executor, Eleanor Shepherd Em-
erson. Mrs. Dissinger had taken
possession from Helen Cross, in
April -of 1891. Helen Cross had
received title from her father,
James Wallace, April 8, 1870. Mr.
and ,Mrs, Dissinger were accom;
-plished " musicians* and socially
active. During their tenure of
occupancy, the house was alive
with music and guests. * .

James Wallace buiit, or had th
house built in the last decade of
the 1700’'s and in some ways,
this solid and substantial home
reflected his own character and
back ground. )

He was an enterprising mer-
chant, coming to Milford in 1774
from Maryland. He opened a store
in the village and was known for
his strict integrity, fair dealing

" and good trade. These virtues

apparently paid off, for he was
considered-to be 8 wealthy man,
He was elected 1st Superinten-

dent of the Presbyierian Sunday
School in 1823. And was one of the
organizers and a ruling elder in the
wchurch in 1825. He opened his
home to the itinerant ministers of
the early days and was known for
his kindpness and generosity to
-the poor and wayfarers. The story
is told that he was so strict in his
regard for the Sabbath that he
would entertain strangers in his
own home free of charge from
Saturday to Monday or pay their
bills at the village hotel rather
than let them travel on a Sunday.
He served as Postmaster for
several years; treasurer of Pike
County from 1823-25 and County
Commissioner from 1828 to 1831
inclusive.

James Wallace married Eliza-
beth DeAerts Smith, daughter of
Dr. Smith of Smithfield. They
“were the parents of seven child-
ren. He built the Atkins House and
the Brupbacher House for his twin
daughters. PO

wivusmgardens ...

Bloomgarden’s Depariment
Store was built in 1888 by AD
Brown and B.C. Brown. Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Krawitz bought’ the
building in 1902 moving from their
original location in the Van Etten
Building on East Ann Street (site
of the old liquor store). “The
Krawitz' also owned a store in.
Hawley, Pennsylvania which was
operated by Mrs. Krawitz while,
Mr. Krawitz iravelled by horse
and wagon thru the country side,*
selling to the widespread settlers
in the county and to people in
Milford, Matamoras and Port Jer-
vis. A rigorous schedule ... espe-

8

cially when il is considered that
Mr. Krawitz moved here from
Paterson, New Jersey for reasons

. of health.

In 1918 Jake Krakower, a
brother-in-law, took over the store
coming here with his family from
Ohio. They operated the store
until 1934 when Mr. Krawitz’s
daughter, Claire and her husband,
Jonas Anehel assumed ownership.
Following the Anchels, Gert Kra-
witz Bloomgarden and her hus-
band Hank, took over in 1960.

Previous to coming to Milford,
the Bloomgardens lived in Hones-
dale. They owned and operated
the Army and Navy:. Store and
Vanity Fair. -

An important part of Milford’s .
business community, Bloomgar-
den’s is an asset to year round
residents and an attraction to
summer visitors and people from
the Tri-States area. * .

One of the unusual features of
this building was the third floor ...
constructed to be used as a hall. It
had a stage where plays could be
presented and parties for special
occasions used to be held here.
Square dances were held in the
hall every Saturday night at one
time ... 8 lot of history in this
landmark building. ’

Bluff
House

. In the day of the big Boarding
house...the Bluff House, built in

" 1866, was the Colssus of them allf

When it was completed, afler
three additions, it coyld accomo-
date 350 guests,

The hotel's loeation on a bluff
over ooking the Delaware, gave it
its’ 1 ame, The view was magnili-
cent and the river afforded prime

. recreation in the way of swim--

ming, boating, and water sports, -

. Amenities ,
The Bluff House offered many
luxtiries not found in too many of

- the boarding houses of that era.
Rooms had hot and eold running
water; steam radiator heat; pri-

. vate baths and laundry facilities,

The younger, more active crowd
found the huge ball rcom and
dancing floors very desirable,
Tennis courts; swimming pool;
shuffle boards...-ll were in de-
mand by guests and added to the
attraction of this hotel and ecaused
it to grow at a phenomenal rate.



Three additions were added .to
the original 80 rooms. first, 21
rooms were added. Then another
of 13 rooms and finally, 80, more
tooms were constructed to meet
the demands of its clientel, . ..

o Cost over $50,000

It was estimated conservatively
that the cost of the hotel, when it
was completed, passed the $50,-
000.00 mark. A lot of money for

that particular period when-it is’
considered. that rates per- week .
were from $10.00 to $18.00...with

transients being charged $2.60 a
day.

The hotel was run strictly on a-

temperance basis..although in the
brochure it is stated, “Having no
License, we sell no liquor. Guests
wishing them, must furnish the
same--independent: of vs.” From
this statement it can oniy be
assumed that the Bluff House was
not all that dry! ,
Varied activities .

The hotel had large parlors,
Children's Play Room;  Billiard
Room and Bowling Alley. Most
popular was that symbol. of the
Victorian era...the long, 'wide

Rocking Cheir Verandahs. Ideal

place to promenade or just sit and
relax, during the day or evening,

The cultural entertainment;
dancing;. band music; concerts,’
planned for almost every evening-

were a tremendous attraction to
locdl residents as well as guests. It
made the Blulf House a popular
gathering place. ‘
Waler sports,..especlally rom-
petitive mects and us;uacades,
drew large crowds. A lurye pav:l-

lion on the water's edge, lent itself

to planned festivities as well as the
‘convenience of the swimmers and
guests.

Many families of Milford and the

surrounding areas, owed their
livelihood to employment at the

Bluff House during the summer :

season. Services of ali kind were in
demand. Food served was raised
locally. Swimming required in--
structors und life guards. It's of
.interest that Dr. Harvey Klaer,
whose [amily spent summers in
" Milford, worked here as a swim-
_ming. instructor during his college
years, Later ht married Mildred
Bournique the daughter of the
* proprietors, Paul and Kitty Bour-
nigue.
The end
After. the Bournique-
ment from Lhe Boardig

the Biull House was managed by
several other people. Among
‘them: H.J. Dynes, Harry Camp-
beil and the last manager, Mike

Conry.

rotirs.

cupola.™
Mr. Young observed that this .

Mr. Conry was in the process of
refurbishing and renovating the
hotcl wHen on one hitter cold
February night, Lhe hotel burned
to the ground. The lire lighted the
sky for miles around and gale

_winds carried sparkd across the:

river to New Jersey. If the wind "
had been blowing in another -
direction, the whole village of
‘Millord might have been engulfed,
_The' Biuff House site is now
oceupied by the home, of Attorney .
Sidney 1., Krawitz ‘and his wife,
Maizie. Mrs. Krawitz family used
to stay at Lhe Bluff House during
ki ~nemmar Ghe was always in
bealist during the
concerts presented Ior the piea-
sure of the guests and Milford
residents.

Broadhurst House

" The Broadhurst House on East

' Harford Street {next to Dave:

Chant's Office) is made up of a
variety . of imported architectural
styles. - .
Tt is described in “A Roadside
Tour of American Homes, by Har-
ry Devlin, as “American Exuber-
ant”. He notes that the various
styles were combined with such
skill and ingenuity that the blend
defies any usual definition and is 8
tribute to 19th Century imagina-
tion. .
Unchanged since it was built,
Joe Young, Scranton Architect,
and advisor to the Milford Archi-
tectural’ Study Committee com-
ments in his notes, “The house’
must have been built by a most -
sensitive and creative builder. He

-added dentils between the paired

cornice brackets. He framed the

‘second floor windows in very

proper “bold” dressings, capped
with classical pediments. He de-
vised the -veranda posts in &

' combination of pedestal, urn base,

carved shaft and elongated square
cap. Then trimmed the porch with
fanciful fretwork braces. He
crowned his achievement with s

-

design was published around 1820,
“Cottage Design VIII in A.J.
Downing's “Architecture of Coun-
try Houses. The design was pre-
sented as a “suburban cottage in
the Jtalian Style”™...and offered the
thought that each builder would
give their building an individual
architectural style. The architect-
ural style of this home is both
picturesque and eclectic.

Cyril C.D. Pinchot built the’
house shortly before 1862. It was
sold to Benjamin Sum, who resid-
ed there for 3 ‘'years. Henry S.
Mott was the next owner (1885).

9

: Twelve years later in 1877, Elsie

G. LaBar acquired the house,
selling it in 1885 to Miranda.

: Schimmel. In 1904, it was sold to -

Marie Jeannette Mott. James D.
Grant acquired the house and.
property in 1956, transferring it 2
years later (1958) to. Abijah W.
Fox. Mr. Fox resided there for 12
years. Then he sold the house to
Mr. and Mrs. L. Lovett. The
Lovett’s restored the house and
pictures of the restoration appear-
ed in House Beautiful.

The next owner was James:
Graham (1971). The present '

owners, Mr. and Mrs. James

" Broadhurst of Valparaiso, Indiana .

took possession in 1975.
. This is another in the series of
articles on the old homes in
Milford being researched by the
Milford Architectural Study Com-
mittee. This is being done in an’
effort to remind the people of the:
Boro that the well kept homes,*
many of them with historic back-.*
ground, are a valuable resouree.
Homes that could not be duplicat- .
ed - today...and a resource well:
worth preserving. oo

Brodhead House

Now “Brookside Villa™

The “Brookside Villa" overlooks
the Vandermark pear the. OM
Stone Bridge at.the end of B

-

Street. According to the borough
map it faces Elizabeth Street, but

* the street no longer exists. * *
This article is one of 2 series of
landmark buildings in Milford by
the Architectural Study Commit-
tee. The article is based om_

interviews with Dot Neari

James Myer, and Norman Lehde
and was researched and . written-
‘by committee member, Diane
Robacker..’ o v
' Toward thé end .of the last.
:century, Milford was becoming a
‘resort center of eminence. Inns,
‘hotels, and boarding houses
‘liferated. In tune with the times
.the spacious old farmhouse of John
:and Louisa Ross Brodhead was-
renovated by their daugbter to
‘accommodate summer guests and
hwas named the “Brookside Villa."
{ -The 1000-acre Brodhead tract
included the rich farmland lying
along the Vandermark and extend-
to the Delaware River. The {arm-
Touse itself was built on the site of
the original homestead of Freder-
‘ick Vandermark who settled here
iin the mid-1700's..

When Frederick Vandermark
arrived heré from Smithfield, the
creek, which lster acquired his
.name, was already the site of Tom



" Quick Sr.’s prosperous grist mill
and saw mill. Several other busi-
nesses thrived along the Vander-
mark in the 1800's - a tannery, a
.cloth dressing mill, a wagon shop,

an iron foundry, and a hoop pole:

Hactory run by Jack Vandermark -
until they finally yielded to the
dndustrialization of the late 1800'a.
. These various properties were
consolidated by John- Brodhead
and became part of the Brodhead
Jarm. The farm had previously
belonged to Louisa Ross Brod-
‘head’s parents, and was known as
the Hugh Ross farm. John Brod-
head (1802-1881), a descendent of
Daniel Brodhead of Monroe.Coun-
" i ty, became one of Milford's leading
- eitizens. - .

One of the Brodhead's nine
children, Kate, married Charles
Van Wyck of Poughkeepsie, New
York. Van Wyck, a lawyer, served
as a Colonel in the Union Army
‘and was later elected to the

Senate. The Van Wycks Lived for -

. many years in Nebraska where
they raised their three daughters.
Afier the death of her husband in
1895 Kate Van Wyck returned to
.Milford and purchased her parents
“farm: . T
“The house underwent an exten-
‘sive modernization - the spindled
porch with “gingerbread,” the fish
‘scale shingles, and the brackets
-were undoubtedly a part of the
facelift. A 1900 brochure lists the
“Brookside Villa,” and a 1910
picture shows the neatly kept Villa
_in an idyllic setting with a latticed

dining room extension, a foot- .

bridge across the brook, and a
summer house banked by lilacs.
o 1904 Happy Theodora Van

Wyck Benner inherited the prop-

erty from her mother and in 1912
she sold it to Tobias Nelson who

had horked at the. farm."In"1916"

Oscar apd Nell Wells purchased
the farm and two years later Nell

_Wells inherited the property. She .

continued to operate the Villa a5 a
summer boarding house which was
still furnished with pieces bearing
the name Brodhead. R

Nel! Wells later built 2 house on
Sarahi. Street and in 1928 here
property along the Vandermark
and down Bennett Avenue was
divided into lots and sold for $100
each. The .Villa passed to the
Musselwhites snd then -to the
Anteners, who remodeled the in-
side into apartments. The present
owners Greg and Kitty Myer still
maintain the building as an apar{-
ment house. L -

Rockers no longer line the
veranda of the “Brookside Villa,”
but the old boarding house stands
witness to an important period in
the story of Milford. -

- Brupbacher

House....

Have you ever noticed that
houses, like people ... have special
characteristics?

The Brupbacher House, Broad
and East High Street, like its
owners, Gene and Nell ... is warm
and friendly. It seems to beckon
you to stop and visit. The interior

" Is just as homey and interesting as

the exterior. Fortunately, addi-
tions and renovations have not
destroyed the charm of anothér
century, and the Brupbachers
have been 'most careful to pre-
serve all the important architec-
tural features. Furnished with
period pieces, this home.is a real
classic!

In Harry Devlin’s "Roadside
Tour of American Houses” ... Mr,
Devlin has this to say about the
Brupbacher House: “This hand-
some Farmer's Greek Revival
house has a noble feeling despite

- its deceptively small size. The

passerby won't know that a false
front covers a shed at the near side
of the picture. The builder knew
what he was doing. He gave the
viewer an Impression of dignity
and serenity altho it is really just a
farmhouse with pillars and a
pediment. It shows what good
grooming can do!"

This classical architecture, in-
spired by the Greeks, was intro-
duced to America in the 1820's. Its
simple basic forms and bold direct-
ness led to its popularity in domes-
tic architecture. It was greeted
with unusual enthusiasm and be-
came very popular, The revival
lasted for 30 years:and pushed
south and westward with the
expansion of the frontiers.

Built in 1835 by James 8S.
Wallace, the Brupbacher House
and the house next to it, presently
occupied by Mrs. Eisie Atkins,
were built for twin sisters. There
are 14 rooms and -3 siair cases.
Originally the house had three
‘rooms.” :

In 1867, Helen and John Cross
bought the house from the builder,
James S. Wallace, According to
the records, in 1870, Helen Wall-
ace was the next owner. Fifteen
years later, in 1885, the property
was sold to Rlanche Bidiack.
Ownership was transferred to
John Reed in 1920. Reed, late the
same year, sold to Xenophen
Huddy, a New York City lawyer.

Mr. Huddy had married the form- .

er Lila Van Etten, of Millord. For
a-year and a half prior Lo the
purchase of the property -in 1939
by Eleanor. and Fugene Brup-
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bacher, the spacious house was
operated as a Tourist home,
known‘as *The Columns.™

At the time the Bidlaks occupied
the house, the lat. Andy and Kate

Middaugh lived in the west wing.
Dick Middaugh was a year old at
the time, and “8is” Sheen was
born there. ' -

The Boro of Millurd owns the
square in front of the house. Local
history relates that 1he erection
of the town monumenl sponsored
by one community fuction brought
on a real hassle with un opposing
group. This happened during the
residency of the Huddy's and
‘reportedly Mr, Huddy was se
upsef he hecame ill over the whole
matter. Mr. Huddy’s law olfices
were across High Street where the

John Kurz lasurance Agency is
‘now located. '

. Norman Lehde, Millord Histor- .
un, has heen researching the
sStlent Movies made in Milford at
the beginning of the eentury, He
hay a picture of Mary Pickjord and
Itenry Walthadl in {ront of the -
Bruphacher home  tauken while
{ilmiing the “Informer.” This was
not the only time this location was
used by the Film. Industry, which
is nul surprising, considering the
charm and individuality of the.
Brupbacher Tlouse, A house, just
is impressive lo-day as it was a
generation wyro!

The Bryce House
. Enhanced By Timel ©
Built in 1860 at the stari of the
Civi War, the Bryce House,
igcated on Harford Street and
asperry Alley has marked time
over a century. Like its neighbors
‘across the. street, The Wolfe,
'Harrington and Findlay homes, .
ime has only seemed to enhance .
s appearance and  charm: -A.
*reminder to passers.by, of 8 past :
;and “unhurried era. ... where
! gracious living was a way of life. ..
- Joe Young, Scranton Architect
-and advisor to the Milford Archi-
fectural Study Committee, de-
‘scribes the house as a variation of
‘the ‘Colonial Connecticut Farm-
house.” He especially admired the
priginal door and the entrance. -
; The original part of the house
rontained only the present living
m. It is believed that a i-
jon separated a small m
snd the present day living room.
The original sofa remains in this
Foom. 7. . . ...
{ From what little can be learned,
R is believed that the house was
ance_s_boarding house, For this

v
H




operation, & heated dining roomr
" was added. " - R
One of the interesting details in.
the Bryce house is the cellar. This:
has & beautiful flagstone floor.;
Fireplaces in all the rooms are:
. another special featuré. Mrs.!
Bryce, the present owner keeps a’.
firé in the living room fireplace!
night and day, making it a cozy:
place to visit...and great in the!
. winter when the snow is deep and{
“the windis eold. - 5. ; -~
- . The Flagstone patio on the back,
of the house with its ﬂuted;
columns overlooks a ‘walled ‘in®
garden, shaded by large trees andi
made colorful with flower beds of -
all variaties of flowers ... a hobby;
of Mrs. Bryce's. Here can be found’
escape from “the traffic which'
passes the house. "~ - -3
The original owner of the house-
was Oscar Mott. In 1861, Alexan-’
der Riviere acquired the property.
Through inheritance, Emma S,
Riviere was thenext owner. Later’
it was owned by Emila Riviera and’
purchased from her in 1923 by
John J. Poillon. James and Thelma
Bryce bought the house in 1928
and is still in the possession of
Mrs, Bryce. - - Co e

Burns House

The “Maude Burns" House on
East High Street - (Circa-1870-88)
now owned by Mrs. George Miller,
Pine Acres, was described by
Scranton Architect, Joseph Young.
as a “Spindle House" character-
istic of the {ashion popular in the
1870 Victorian Period. ]

Other houses in Milford using
this form of decoration are the
Muhlhauser, Jr. house on W. Ann;
Gregory Myer home on East Anpn,
and Rosemary Lind's house on
Sawkill Avenue. )

The clean cut straight lines o
this house are relieved by the
decorative spindles on the porches
and balconies and the deep bays
on the sides of the house. Hand
carved brackets and fish scale
shingles, and the scroll decorations
in the peak of the three attic
gables all add further interest.
The porch roof is enhanced by
mini-gables on each section of
the porch. )

The gable scroll work and
spindles were probabiy ordered
siGile VAL @1 A seveial millwork
catalogs which furnished builders

.of houses of that era, with their
victorian decorations. These dec-
orations furnished a whole new
industry for American craftsmen
who were kept busy turning out
acres of grillwork, spindles, and .
other decorative trim {or homes, in °
the last years of the 19th century.

According to the Assessment
_records this house was buil
October 27, 1888. Originally it was

,*.f"f."gd‘!’{ I;l:B. and Phoebe Wells.

Succeeding owners were: Trus-
tees of the Vandermark Lodge,
Order. of Odd Fellows; George
Daumann, -Jr.; Louis Fauchere
(1889); William Armstrong (1903);
George Daumann (1906) George
and Agnes Daumann (1925);
George and Mary Bull (1928)
George and William Daumann
(1541); Ray and Nellie Ammer-
mann to Lloyd Buchan (1941);
Ray and Nellie Ammermann to
Maude Burns, ,(1946). Mande
Burns to Sue Miller (Mrs, George)
{1949). " .

Clianiberlin

House

One of the Pike County houses
" listed in the Pennsylvania Historic
Site Registry is described as
" follows: “Preshyterian Parsonage,
215 Ann Street, Milford (1850)
Very large, two and one half story
frame building with long porch and
numerous wings. Private.”
. The house referred to stands on
" the northeast corner of West Ann
- and Sixth Streets and is currently
owned and occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Chamberlin.

The property on which it stands
has been owned since Milford was "
founded by a number of well
known families, including Moses
and Jonathon Brink and George
Bowhannan.

On January 13, 1847, Sealy.
Sayre, Henry DeWitt and wife
Elizabeth, sold it to the Trustees
of the Presbyterian Congregation
of Milford for two hundred dollars.

By this time, the Presbyterian
Church which had been founded in
1825 apparently needed a perma- -
nent residence for its pastors an]
bought the land for this purpose,
For it is recorded that the First
Presbyterian Parsopage on Ann
Street was built during the pastor-
ate of Reverend Mr. Bradner who

_served in that capacity from 1849
to 1853. The Session minutes of
July 12, 1851, mention that the
Session Meeting was held “at thgir.

k

[

:Parsonage.”.. -

Close inspection of the basement
walls, supporting beams, roof
rafters, etc., lead to the belief that
the center part of the house was
constructed first and consisted of a
parlor with master bedroom above
and kitchen to the west, with
fireplaces on a common chifiney
heating all rooms. The front door-
was originally in this section. Then
some years later, the large Greek
Revival Style wing with its four
high pillars, front and rear, was

1l

added along with a2 new chimney
serving four more fireplaces ...
two upstairs and two down. The -
final small wings, music room to
the east, and garage to the west,
are twentieth century additions.

- Two huge and stately copper
beech trees an the property have
certainly been growing in their
‘present locations for many dec-
ades as has the beautiful pink
dogwood in the front yard, reput-
ed to be one of the largest in the
county.

On March 13, 1872, the congre-

- gation voted to sell the Parsonage
to raise funds for a new brick
church building provided they
could get $4,000. for it and pot
have to go into debt for the new
church. John Wallace’s offer was
accepted in the above amount and
the deed was executed on Feb-
ruary 11, 1873. .. -

Subsequent owners include Al-

* bert Quick; William Angle, Cath-
erine Kinzler, the Nelson Palmiers,
the August ‘Kiels, Irving and
" Virginia Mott Moore, Harry and
Gertrude Mott Wintermute.

Cliff Park

—Chiff Park
Jnon and Golf Course has an
Interesting history....and it's in-
teresting because 6 generations of
Buchanans have made it so.

In writing about CLff P;rk. ;;is
impossible to separate the place
from the people who brought it -
about. For that reason, a shori
resume of who they were and
where they came from, might be.in
order, - '

Research leads us back to
Robert Buchanan..or “Bowhann-

“usual monthly meeting place at the’

on”. (The older generation used; .
the names interchangeably) He; .
was born in Ireland, 1785, His.®
parents were Scotch planters im -
Parish Buchanan, Lomond, *
Scotland. They came to Tryone
County, Ireland, during a famine.
In 1789, they sailed from London-
derry Ireland, to this country,
settling in the Wallkill Valley,
Little Britain, New York (Ulster
County). Robert married a Scots-
woman Miss Elizabeth Falls. They .
"had 10 children .-
_ Their oldest son, George Buch-
anan (1763-1824) came to Milford
aronnd 1800 after selling his farm
near Newburgh, New Yoark
Unfortunately he had accepted
$10,000 in Revolutionary currency
which turned out to be worthless.
However his resourcefulness and
. enterprise soon overcame this
' predicament. o




According to the records he
must have been one of the busiest
men in Milford. No one name

appears more often on property
transactions than that of George
Buchanan. At one time records
shows that he owned 380,000
‘contiguous acres of land from
#Milford to Pond Eddy. This
-represented a large holdings even
for an ers when fnd was cheap.

He bought and sold land, and
much of it was acquired by barter,
in payment of lodgings and of
debts.

George Buchansn was the first
owner and operator of the
*Vandermark Hotel near the Court
House. Jurors used to lodge there
when called for jury duty and
"often paid their rent with pieces of

land.

George was one of the first
judges of the Pike County Courts
and the first Pike. County Court
was held in the cellar of his tavern.
The basement of his father-inlaw's
home (Thomas Rose) was used as

.a place of confinement for “un-

fortunste debtors.”

Al one time he Lived in..and
owned...the former Douglas Calla-
han property at the mouth of the
Sawkill on 209, which iz now
owned by the Park Service. This is
reputed to be one of the oldest
houses in the area and at one time
was an inn, ;

Mr. Buchanan is giver credit in
the papers of his time for opening
Broad Street by “clearing out the
brush.” He was actively engaged
in the lumbering business and
operated a tannery on the Vantine
Kill for many years.

George Buchanan was married
twice. First in New York to Sarah
Eldred in 1795. Then to Olivia
Rose in Pike County. He had 11
children, two by his first wife and

. nine by Olivia Rose Buchapan

-

" Five of them remained unmarried.

Theodore married Martha Cross;
Sally married a “Mr.” Quinn and
Emily, married Ebenezer Warner,
all familiar names in the early
history of Milford. R :

niarry Winters Buchanan was
the son of Theodore and Martha
(Cross) Buchanan. he married

" Annie Felt of New York City.

They had two children. Theodore
Stewart (1893) and Harry Winters
Buchanan Jr.(“Babe™) 1898.

Stewart Buchanan was an
Executive with U.S. Hoffman,
Machinery, Ine. His work took him
to the midwest where he met the
present Mrs. Buchanan, the
former Bernice Wilson, of Des
Moines, lIowa.

Ted Buchanan and Nancy
(Buchanan) MacGregory, were the
children of Stewart and Helen
{Browning) Buchanan. Ted ' has
two daughters, Patricia and
Judith. He and his wife, Barbara
{Juwl) Buchanan, of Minneapolis,

Minnesota, have lived abroad for
many years because of his position
with the Lykes Steamship Lines.
They lived in Milford briefly but
presently are residing in New
Orleans, Louisizna. .
Nancy (Buchanan) and Donald
MacGregor have two daughters,:
Sandra and Sally. They have lived
in Minneapolis and Canada and are
presently moving to Boca Raton,
Florida. Sally is married and has
one SoR. - .
Stewart and Bern Buchanan
converted the former Club House
into a private home overlooking
the rolling greens. Mrs. Buchanan
divides her time be.ween CIiff
Park " and Bocs "Ratdp;  Florida
where she has a second home.
Upon his brother Eabe's death
at age 43, Stewart Buchanan

returned to the East and stepped
in during the summer to help his
mother manage the Inn and the
golf course. Altho a successful
business man, Stewart seemed
happiest when he was at home at

Cliff Park...Riding the mower obn .

the greens; superintending one or
all of the many projects constantly
underway. Installing new gadgets

on machinery and planning chang-.

es and additions with his nephew,
Harry Buchanan III.

Harry Winters Buchanan, Jr.,
(Babe) married Eugene O'Brien of
Brooklyn, New York. He was an
executive with the Socony
Vacuum Oil Company (now Mobil
0il). .

He helped his mother Annie Felt
Buchanan develop the golf course
in its early days. Mechanically
minded, he was invaluable as a
‘trouble shooter’.”The machinery
and problems connected with
running a smoothly operating golf
course called for someone who
could cope with ever recurring
erises. This fell to Harry Jr.’s lot,
along with planning for the

“constant improvement and exten-

sion of the golf course.

The Harry Buchanan's had two
children, Harry Bucaanan IIT and
Gene Anne (Buchanan) Titus.
Harry T and his wife, the former
Barbara Combes, Larchmont, New
York have 6 children, Harry
Buchanan, Iv (“Bucky™); Cathleen;
Bruce; Virginia; Brien; and Mary
Ann,

‘Harry Buchanan, IIlI is Presi-

dent” of the “Virginia Chemical !

Company and hé”and his family
live in JPortsmouth, Virginia.
However every free p:inut.e,

weekends and all summer, they
are all at CLff Park, working,
enjoying the place and their
guests.

Gene Anne Buchanan Titus,
daughter of Harry Buchanan Jr., is
the widow of the later Allen

Titus. Mrs. Titus has specialized in
12

Insurance management and has
followed a business career since
her graduation from Cornell
University. She has worked in
New York and Milford, and is
presently Executive Secretary in
the Reassessmént Bureau in the
Pike County Court House, Milford.
Mrs. Titus lives adjacent to
Milford picturesque Glen, but like
all the Buchanans, her heart is in
the ‘hill’.of Cliff Park, and that is
where she can be found most the
time. :

Members of this present gener-
ation bring the same determin-
ation and enthusiasm to retaining
the charm and warmth of Cliff
Park, while continuing to add ali
necessary comforts of modern day
living for guests.

Once you have visited CLff
Park, it is easy to see why the
Buchanans have such a love for the
land. The view of the gently rolling
tree covered hillls, is bordered by
densely forested land which
extends to the edge of the cliffs.
From the cliffs, which are 900 feet
above the Delaware River and the
valley below, the view is breath-
taking. Here eagles soar, and
wildlife abounds. Another world, a
retreat now easily found today: It
is little wonder why there-is a
constant clamor for “Rooms at the
Inn"!

Annie (Felt) Buchanan was a
woman ahead of her timel

In 1900, not content with
eniarging the Buchanan Farm
house (Circa 1820) te accomodate
summer boarders, she converted
farm fields into a golf course.

It took many years to clear more
land and plan the course. The
prolonged illness of het husband,
Harry Buchanan Sr., slowed
construction and the responsihility
of going forward with this
ambitious project was hers.
Unfortunately.. . Mr.. Buchanan
passed away in 1912, a year before
the course was completed (1913)

‘and opened to the public.

Frank Hyatt, a sportsman and
daily golfer, was a Iriend of the
Buchanan's, He shared their
enthusiasm for the construction of
a goll course and acted as advisor
and architect during the construc-
tion of the nine hole course, These
were located where the first five

are now, right in front of the Inn, |

where guests could sit on the
spacious ‘wrap around’ porch, and
watch the golfers.

It is interesting to know that
twe of the first greens that were
planted with South German Bent
Grass are still in use, Cliff Park
was the first Golf Course to import

this, as an experiment that proved

very successful.



Early gouters had to form their
own sand .tees, Their golf balls
were formed of gutts per:_:ﬁi and
larger than today’s regulation golf
ball. A set of clubs consisted of a
driver, a spoon; brassie; and
niblick; in addition to the various
mashies and the putter. GoH, as it
is -played today, is in- sharp
contrast to that played on the Chll
Park Course in the early 1900's.

In 1929, the Golf Course was
extended. After the second World
War (1946) most of the greens
were rebuilt. In 1970, the “19th
Hole” was a boon to golfers
searching for an oasis in which to
relax and gloat (and/or ery) over
their scores! Locker rooms built at
the same time, offered added
tonvenience to players.

A Club House (now the home of
Bernice Buchanan and the late
Stewart Buchanan) was built in
1927. This accomodated 100

ests. On one occasion, with their

ir for the unusual, the Buchan-
ans brought an Hawaiian band
from New York. This was one of
"THE" social gatherings of the
year, and caused a stir in hotel
circles in Milford.

With its picturesque location in
rolling, tree covered hills, the Cliff
Park Golf Course has always been
pogu.la.r with amateur and pro-
golfers and far people who just like

to come and watch. -

. " ‘Alegend

Cliff Park Inn and Golf Course is
a legend. A heri created by 5
generations of Buchanans... and a
valued legacy for future geners-
tions of the family to enjoy.

The land was acquired by
George Buchanan in 1803. It is
unique in the fact that ownership
has been in the Buchanan family
since that time. Regarded as a
t.ruxtl, t;le lanﬁlmhas been used
wisely. First t| logging o -
tions, which supplied mﬂrgomg
a thriviog industry in the 1800’s
and early 1900's. The cleared land
released more acreage for farm-

A tannery was operated on a
site in the rear of the present
barn. The barn is a masterpiece of
craftsmanship. Built on a slope,
there is a8 ground floor and two
stories above it. One look Bt the
hand hewn beams, and you reaslize
this building will stand forever.

Architectural ‘roots’

The original farm house, built in
1820, is tﬁe ‘heart of the present
Inn, The two rooms now serving
gs dining rooms were origi

the kitchen and dining room. The
ﬁreillice (still operable) was a
‘cooking’ fireplace. With its crane,

copper and ron pots, it is now the
focal point of interest in the larger
dining room. Guests are intrigured
with the high fireplace mantle; the
antique sideboard; and other
family heirlooms. Lace ecovered
round oak tables add a. touch of
victorian elegance and old world
charm to an Early American
setting.

In 1900, Annie Buchanan start-
ed a summer boarding house. This
]glrew to the point that an addition

ad to be made to the original
farmhouse. An Inn was born!

John Dodd, AIA, in his descrip-
tion of Cliff Park Inn‘for the
National Park Service notes in
gart. “While the original farm-

ouse is no longer in evidence, the
structure has some architectural
merit as an example of a “Turn of
the Century™ hotel of the Pocono
Mountain Resort Area. It's long
and spacious verandah is certainly
an attractive feature and a trade-
mark of this type of building. The
polyagonal bays, extended at the
two corners with their Dorie style
columns are special features.”

Mr. Dodd singled out the single
panel front door with its broad
mouldings and the 4 light side

panels, offset by a pair of pilasters
: on each side, and the impressive -

trim and heavy lintel.
Modern times

In 1913, farm fields which had
ben converted into a goli course
were open to the public. A boon
not only to guests at the Inn; but
also to resident golfers and those
staying in the Milford Area hotels.
The advantage of a nearby golf
course was widely used in adver-
tising by the local hotels as a
special attraction of the area, -

To keep pace with modern -
* improvements, electiricity and a -

generating plant was installed for
the comfort and conveniences of

the guests. /

{ In. 1929, the golf course was
extended. After the war in 194§,

ns- were rebuilt. The '
,Room™ Wing was added in 1855, -

Locker rooms and the *19th
Hole”, 1970 "additions were wel-
come conveniences to golfers.

And so...Cliff Park kept apace
with the times. Serving the public
thru recreation furnisied by the
golf course and the hospitality of
the Inn. Each generation of the
Buchanans have left their mark. It
is. safe to predict that each
succeeding gerneration will do the
same.

The Buchanans do not have to
search for their roots. They are
right here in Cliff Park....growin,
and strengthening. ) '
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The Cominunity
House

One of the buildings that lend
charm to Milford is the Commun-
ity House. Centered on.Lots 327,
328, 329 and 330 and bounded by
Broad and Harford -Streets and
Pear and Blackberry Alleys, the
building is now in use as the Pike
County Public Library and as the
headquarters of the Pike County
Historical Societly.

Thanks to the Community
House Association, which was
organized in 1924 and to the liberal
supporlL which the local citizens
give to thal association, this fine
old building has been kept in good
repair and has been painted regu-
larly. (Old timers can remember
when the community had a paint-
ing bee, and everyone turned out
to help paint the huilding). Also
the grounds have been attractive-
ly improved and maintained. Orig-
inally built as a private dwelling,
the Community House is a good
example of a “re-cycled” buildjng,
i.e.,.a building for which a second
use was found.

The home was built by Cyrille’

- Constantine Desire’ Pinchot, who,

along with his father Constantine,
had fled to this country f{rom
France aller the defeat of Napol-
eon Bonaparie. Constatine the
father, did not live long after
coming to America, but Cyrille
built a store here in Milford, a long
building whose location we have
not yet ascertained, and he be-
tame a very prosperous merchant.
Hé cleared the land and built his
fine home, the present Community
House in 1824.

Cyrille Pinchot had four sons:
Edgar, James W., John F., and
Cyrille. .He also had a daughter'
Mary A., who married George W. _
Warner, a lawyer of Bridgeport, .
Connecticut. All four sons were
given an interest in their father's .
store and helped there, but Edgar
then went into the Wholesale drug
business in New York. James W. ~
went into the manufacturing and.
wholesale of wallpaper in New
York and Cyrille died young at the
age of twenty-two and is buried in
the Pinchot Family Cemetery near
Grey Towers. Only John eontin-
ued oh in the store after his father”
Cyrille retired. . :

By Cyrille Pinchot's will, dated
June 17, 1873, the home was left to
his son James. Mrs.” Andrew
.Spotts, a sister of Mrs, Marije
Olsen and of Mrs, Anh Metzgar,
all daughters of Warren Chol of

_ the Hotel Fauchere, recounts that -

“her maternal grandfather, George
Heller, lived in the house with his
bride and that James Pmchot and



his bride lived in the house at the
same time. We do not know
whether the house was converted
into a two family house, - or
whether they all lived there to-
gether: At any rate, Grey Towers
was being built by the year 1886,
and once James Pinchot and his
wife moved into Grey Towers, the
old ‘Pinchot -Homestead was no
longer used as a residence. . - .
* Around . 1900, James ' Pinchot
olfered the homestead to the town_
“to be used as a library. The May
10, 1901 Press says-that “Rever-
end C.K. Carpenter was in New
York last week to select books for
the Milford Library to be estab-
Jished by James W. Pinchot and
has purchased about 1200 vol-
umes.” Some difficulty must have
arisen, for the books were put in
storage. Some time after 1900, the
Pinchot [amily: again became. ac-
tively interested, and the books
were laken out of storage and
finally the library was reorganized
under Lhe direction of Mrs, Amos
Pinc¢hot in the Pinchot Homestead
under the name of the Homestead
“Free Library. The history of how
thelibrary was developed finan-
cially 4rom the edr]y days can be -
found in the library in a book
entitled the Bicentennia) Celebra-
tion of Mijlford, Pike County,
Pennsylvania. 1733-1933, on pages
32 and 33. - : .
James Pinchot had three child-
ren, Gifford, Amos, and Antoi-
nette. On January. 8th, 1921, -all
the other ‘heirs deeded their
-interest in the Community House
property to Gilford Pinchot, wha,
in turn conveyed the properiy to
the town for very specific use asa’

library and community meeting -

center, slipulating thal if the
community could not support it as
such, then the property should
revert to the Pinchot Estate. Just
recently, however, all the Pinchot
.heirs have “signed off” on that
stipulation, and the property will
not revert to the family, since
under the excellent management
-of the Library Board and the
~-Community House Association,

-there seems little danger that the
building will fal) either into disuse °

of misuse. © .

The Library is open thirty-five

hours each week, has around
20,000 volumes, subscribes to fifty

four periodicals, circulates over ’

8.000 books g year. The librarians
answer a multitude of questions
and pui up interesting "displays
and sponsor story hours for child-
ren. The rooms upstairs which
house the Historical Society's ex-

hibits are well worth a visit. '
- Recently refurbished, the rooms
form an attractive background for<’
‘the-valuable ‘items di{l&l:yqd .

. there, | - %

Joseph Yonng; AlA., SgutonJ

‘Architeet, has this to say about
the Community House: “The style
is Early Greek Revival.”" The
Greek Revival Style in America
‘marks its birth in Philadelphia
with Benjamin Latrobe's Bank of
Pennsylvania, designed in 1798.
.The Greek form, starting as a
symbol of cultural democracy,
‘spread from the federal areas to
give dignity and aesthetic expres-
sion tp a growing country. The
-classical proportions, so ‘carefully
copied by Latrobe and his contem-
poraries were soon simplified and
domesticated in builders’ hand-
bovks. Thus the builders from
Western New England developed
_a rich delicacy in handling classi¢
“motils. Proportions tended to b%
tall, narrow and graceful. Cornices
‘were thin and projecting mnd
ornamented or decorated with
suitable Greek design derivatives,
Behind the classic motifs frequent-
ly stood the original colonial
Connecticut house. - _—
'The Pinchot house is an example
of such.a combination. The basic
house is a severe and unadorned,
but well proportioned box, broken
only by the simple entrance
frames and arched windows. But
the porches are Greek pediments,”
; employing quite elongated- paired
‘columns with® lonic style caps
and dentil decoration on the arch-
trave 'and raking :6rnic'e. Altho ,
rtblumns and pediment are not
in”the proportions set forth By

Vitruvius or Vignola or Ashéer
" Benjamin, the combinations are
harmonious, acceptable, and just
impressive enough to suggest that
the owner was suecessful, cultur-
ed, gracious and a little reserved.
The Pinchot ‘house is a well
preserved example of the early
_ Greek Revival expression in the
" hinterland. The date of 1824
coincides closely with the earliest
molding of the New England

_ colonial and Philadelphia classic
" Greek, “when the popularity was
. fresh and the resulting designs

" were conlemporary.” -

So much for architectural tech-
, nicalities. Indoors, the house has
_lovely proportions. There are
"beautifully hand-carved wooden
mantels on the three fireplaces
downstairs, possibly the work of a

well known Philadelphia artisan. "

The broad halls, the staircases,

the arched windows with details
* lovingly wreught, are testimony {0
. a gentler age when workmen had
,-time to do painstaking work and
» owners had leisure to. enjoy it. A
, word about the hanging lights on
. the two porches: they came from
"Dingman’s Ferry, from the Epis-

&opal Church that was demolished '

Jor “Tocks.™ Someone rescuéd two
g them for the Community¥ige
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Crissman

House

The Crissman House was buiit
in 1826-26 by Timothy Candee. At
that time it was called the “Pike
County House" and it stood on the
corner -of Broad and Harford
8treets. This was one of the
Milford hotels which was: open
yesr round. It was a large, two

‘story L shaped buiiding with two
: long front porches for the pleasure .
-of the guests. maples planted by
the townspeople ( a custom stiil
- carried on today) provided wel-
‘come shade. The building con-
" tained a tap room, dining room and
; dancing hall. Lodging was avail-
able for 50 guests.
: . The heirs of Timothy Candee
"sold the hotel to John Clark who
later sold it to William Dutcher.
“Next owner was A.D. Templeton,
and after that, there was an
‘endless line of owners before the
“hotel came into the possession of
. the Crissman’s, During the 1830's
and the 1840's, the business was
run by many people....with names
. familiar in the history of Milford.
. Among them were H.S, Mott; Ira
. Coburn; George Biddjs: Charles
Mott. Jacob Sands; and Oscar W.
Mott. .
- In 1863, Cyrus Crissman bought
the hotel from Oscar Mott. He
renemed ¢, the “Crissman House."
. With business increasing, he
: added & third story. The register
showed that New York City -
bankers stayed theré and Horace
. Greeley, the originator of the
Sylvania Colony. When' Cyrus
,Crissman died, he left a widow and
six children. Mrs. Crissman tried
- unsuccossfully to carry on the

business herself, and then with a
succession of managers until 1876,
That year, Frank Crissman, at
his mother’s request, took over the
operation of the hotel. In 1888 he
+ purchased the property. Like his
father, Frank spent 2 moderate
fortune in consiructing additions
and making improvements to
make the Crissman House one of
the most up to date hotels in the
area. One of the big innovations
was the introduction of acetylene
gas for lighting. It was said of the
Crissmans, that they were never
satisfied unless they were making

renovations.

The' Crissmans were of old
Holland Stock. Cyrus came from
Sussex County, N.J., to manage
the Shohola House in Shohola.



Frank Crissman was born De-
cember 26, 1854 in the Crissman
House, spending his early life
there. For several years he
worked as a brakesman on the
Erie, in Port Jervis. Frank
married Miss Francis Gulick of
Bernicia Island, California on
October 27th, 1885 in Mitford.
They. had two children, Millicent
and Frank Millicent, (Mrs. Charles
Switzer), returned to Milford 40
years ago, and now resides on East
George Street, Milford.

Frank Crissman had a great
interest in local affairs. The

Crissman House became.the hub of .

.-political and civic activities and

was known as the Democratic

_headquarters of Pike County. It

was a meeting place for county and

" local politicians. The Masons held

their meetings in an upstairs room
and. villagers enjoyed congrégat-
ing in the "Reading Room.”

In the early 1900's, John
Thornton purcahsed- the hotel.
Owners or managers after that
were George Biggs, Eugene
Boiilatat; Floyd Thatcher; and Joe
Gagnon. With the decline of the

hotel business and the general

economic climate, only the bar and
dining room were kept in
operations the last several years,

The last owner of the property
was Edith Gregory. Skip Gregory
ran the bar for a short while, until
on Sunday, February T7th, 1960,
the Crissman House was levelled

* to the ground by fire. Qnly a

plaque exists ‘which tells of the

“hotel’s existence and history. The

‘Grand Union erected a store .nn

this site.

Del-a-View

Overlooking the intersection of
.Harford and Mott Streets is an
impressive -and stately building
called the Del-a-View. It seems to
remain aloof from the hustle and
bustle of the highway below, its
tall graceful lines recalling to the
passerby a time when the pace
was less hurried than today. For
the past twelve years the Del-a-
View has been the home of Mr.

and Mrs. Kurt Ostertag. The .

Ostertags, who “love old things,
including houses,” have preserved
the character of their Early Vic-

-torian home both inside and out.

Built in 1847 when architectural
styles were moving away from the
classical Greek influence toward
the Gothic Revival, the Del-aView
retains elements of both. Builders,
working frorn Downing's, “Archi-
tecture of Couniry Houses,” and
similar books, were free to pick
and choose materials, details, and

‘treatments, and often their inter-

pretations was uniquely eclectic.
The basic brick structure is &en -
and simple with ‘flat brick arches
over tall narrow windows. “Al-

though the roof is steep in a Gothic
manner, the full iront gable is not
typical of suggested designs for
the 1840's and 1850’s. The heavy
cornice and gable rake, with
irregular combinations and place-
ments of brackets, indicate classi-

. cal design. In contrast, the fragile

fretwork, the clustered columns
and flat-arch pediment over the
front siteps express a feeling of
hospitality. The interior plan of i
the house has been restored by the :
Ostertags to nearly the orlgmal
fifteen rooms.

The house was built by 1.8.
Wallace, a merchant in the village
who also built several other early
Milford homes. His wife, Eliza-
beth, was the daughter of Dr.
DeAerts Smith. Their seven child-
ren were born in their spacious
sunlit home, which remained in
the Wallace family family for
nearly forty years.

The ownership . then passed
briefly to Wallace and Eliza Fuller;*
then, one year later, to John

'Cornelius. The Cornelius family

owned and operated the Sawkill
House, a prosperous hotel nearby
on_Harford Sireet which was .
popular with vacationers

New York to Philadelphia. .

Cornclius was a gracious host and
respected citizen who served His
community in several capdcities,:

- including that of Sheriff. Far the

next forty years, 300 Harford St..
was known as the Cornelius'
house. Shortly after the turn of
.the century the property was
“purchased by Annie Cornelius
Hallet, and then in 1922, by Betty"
Cornelius. They were both daugh-
ters of John Cornelius. and they, -

turn, rented the property for
another forty years.

:>“In the 192C's a famous movie
star. Miss Mildred Manning, rent-
ed the house, She and her hus-
:band, Augustus Phillips, a mati-
nee idol of the twenties. starred in
the 0. Henry series. While resid-
ing in Milford “Gus™ Phillips was
‘involved in local stage production
‘at Haubert's Theatre. Miss Man-
ning called her home “Mir-Mar.”

" After she purchased the ﬁroperty

in 1948, she built the s cottage
on the alley and styled it after
houses she had seen while travel-
ing in the West. Miss Manning
later remarried and became Mrs.
Sinexon, at which time she sold
her home to Conrad Dilthey.

Mr. and Mrs. Dilthey named
their “new” home the “Del- u~V1ew

- and operated it as a rooming

house. A few years later theyiold

i5

it to Charles Dimmick, who con-
tinued the business until 1963,
when the present owners aequmd
the property. .

The Wallaces would be proud tao
see how well their heme has
withstood the stresses of 127
years. And that it still adds beauty .
and “gives an air of some taste”
(quote from a mid-19th century-
style-book) to the village of Mil-
ford. ‘..

The Dzmmlck Inn

A village landmark since the
mid 1800's. the Dimmick Inn has
been a well known landmark
located at the crossroads of Routes
6 and 209. It has been designated
as an Historic Site and is included
in the Commonwealth’s Historic

- Site Registry. Constructed in 1856

by Fran Dimmick when the origi-
nal Inn burned down, the hotel has
hosted many celebrities from New
York and Philadelphia!  among
them Horace Greeley. ° -

The story is told that Greeley
walked into Milford one hot sum-
mer's day. Altho he was past his
prime, he was still very vigorous.
He had started a day or two
before, to walk- from Greeley,
Pennsylvania to New York and
Milford was one of his scheduled
stopping places. Dusty, and drip-'
ping with perspiration, he strode
into the oftice of the Dimmick Inn,
and asked for accommodations to
bathe his aching feet, The clerk.in
charge, taking him for a vagrant,
suggested he wash his feet in the
horse trongh in the stable yard.

Mr. Greeley did not disclose his

‘identity, nmor request & private

bathroom, but went as he was
directed, to the pump at the
trough. While bathing his feet, he
was recognized by a friend who
soon made Greeley's identity
known. Profuse apoldgies were
made by the marnagement and be
was invited into the hotel where
he could finish his bath in private,
with all the conveniences of the
hotel at his disposal. Mr. Greeley,
it was said, good naturedly declin-

“ed the courtesies, but seemed to

enjoy the embarrasement of the
hotel s:aff. Later, at dinner, he
was 03 erwhelmed by the hotel's
hospitality in their effort to make
amends for not reeogmzmg him
when he arrived. < . = y

Miss Fannie Dlmmlck the_

"builder and first proprietor of the

Dimmick Intn was described as a

-“Character.” She wore masculine’
“attire and, according to 2 - news

account of that period, “was not
_given to frills and frumperies btlt‘
"could cast a fly, drive s pair«

four; ride & broncho side saddie’or:

" astride; and draw the sweetut@

melody from her violin.: 7 =47 5%



-one was quoted ashaving said -
ﬂle best chicken she had ever
_eaten was & stray hen she ‘once
~shot when .out camping. The hen -
"had wandered far from the ‘barn-
i i yard and had appeared at just the”
nght time and when provisions
thad given out. Without being
icleaned or p]ucked the hen was
thrown into ‘the camp fire -and-
-allowed to scorch for about ten.
_minutes, when it was t.aken out
and eaten.

One article in descnblng
‘“Fannie * Dimmick’ stated, “Miss
Fan, like the waterfalls, moun-
tains and trout streams is one of
. the attractions of Pike County and"
+she is the biggest hearted woman
.ever born in the Delaware Valley.”

. A rare tribute! Miss Fan's Dim-
‘mick Inn has served the public
' from the days when guests arrived
on foot or horse and buggy, to
todays mobile population*and the
automobile.

The Dimmick Inn was con-
structed in the mid 1800’s to be
operated as a hotel, a function still
carried on under the name of
“Poor Richard's Corner.” It is a
three story brick building with a
gable roof, originally with a two
story porch across the front. -

According to Joe Young, Scran--
ton Architect, working with the
Milford Architectural Study Com-
mittee, in style design the hotel is
.Revival Connecticut Colonial. .In

“his description «of the Dimmick
Inn, Mr. Young states, “This
simple brick building with its large -
scale, and simplicity of brick
surfaces and fenestration, is as
New England as the white clap-
board houses down Harford St.
The rectangular brick "box was
"‘unadorned, its appeal depending
entirely on symmetry of windows
and doors and the graciousness of
the double porch veranda. The
Connecticut styles is further em-
phasized by the window shutters,
the straight simple eave trim with
typical gable returns and the
double end chimneys.”

. Continuing, Mr. Young noted
. “the building alone has no great
."architectural significance. How-:
: ever, its location as a yisual anchor
* gt the intersection of Harford and |
_ Broad Streets is important, and i in’
comparlson with other corners, its
size and disposition should demon-
strate that visual continuity of a
city requires either maintenance

" or replacement of properly located
and properly scaled buildings. The
" 0ld Dimmick Hotel is one such
. building to be maintained.”

,' Deed research shows that in

- 1901, Marie Norton Thornton and”
- John R. Thornton acquired the’
" building. In 1904, the building was _
sold for the Thornton's by "the
. Sheriff of Milford, George Gregory
* to Cornelius W. Bull and wife. In
. the same year, the building was,

i ! 'sold to Mable L. Luhrs and Albert -

: H. Luhrs. Marie Norton Thornton

" then re-acquired the building in

~1907." She owned the hotel for 16 -
‘years and in 1923 sold it to Ethel
“B. Gibbs, Several years later,
i{Gladys A. Friend and Richard N,

A Fnend boual':t the buildmﬁ (1940)

They sold the hotel to t

. fnmily who operated it for fifteén—

ln 1973 Hnal Ine. obta.med—

'ownerslnp of the Inn and it is now

being managed by Harry Geiger.

E’arlm Home

.. Since it was built in 1864 by the
"Van Wyke's this home on 107 East
*Ann Street belonging to Bruce and
‘Luise Earlin, has seen a -lot of
Tiving.
' In style, it is’ described by
‘Seranton Architect Joe Young, as
‘Connecticut Colonial'. Additions
have somewhat obscured the
original simple lines in the original
building which is the central
section and wing to the left. The
right wing was added in the 1920’s.
This has a decorative stone
fireplace chimney and turret. Mrs.
Barkley built this addition after
her marriage to Dr. Barkley. It is
‘believed the glass enclosed porch
and the room above that, was
added at still another time, There
'i8 another addition at the rear of
the house.

-An added bonus is t.he attractive
‘buﬂdmg in the rear of the grounds. .
‘Now used as a garage, it was
Jormerly a carriage house and
‘stable. When the Noyes bought
the house from the Van Wykes,-
Mrs. Noyes made a studio for her

daughter Ethel, on the second
floor of this buildmg A skylight
was added to give extra light
needed for painting. Ethel Noyes
Barkley was a versatile artist and
writer. The room is panelled
and has a large fireplace which
kept the studio comfortable and
cheery. Mrs. Barkley found this a
pleasant rétreat to pursue her
hobby of painting.
- Special decorative features in
the Earlin House are the round
windows in the gable and on the
porch. The wrought iron fence
replaced the original picket fence
which enclosed most grounds in
the 1860’s. The house has several
fireplaces...all of them working.
Mr. Earlin tells an interesting
story. When making renovations,
the workmen removed an old-
fireplace mantle. Behind the wall

they found an envelope with a :

newspaper clipping, an’ Indian

Head penny and a stamp all dated -
1864 y

Bn.xee and Luise Earlin and their
two sons, Jeff (9) and Mark (7), use

every inch of this thirteen roen
house. The boys have their owr
rooms, playrooms and den. Luxur
ies of space not found in moders
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day homes. The Earlins have
enjoyed living on East Ann Street
for the past 8 years. They bought
the property. from Fran and Neli

(Brupbacher) Fischer. The Fisch-

ers bought from the Executors of

the Ethel Noyes Barkley estate.

They were the first to begin

restoration and in their first year

of occupancy used 77 gallons ol
aint!

The Ea.rhns made some mterww
changes to fit their pattern of
living, but basically the 'house
layout is much the same as it was
wsl:;l.: built by Mr. Van Wyke in
1 e

residence of

Dr.‘ Phyllis ) 0. Edwards

. The residence of Dr. Phyllis O.

Edwards on East Harford Street

:at Cranberry Alley is a three story -
house of early Victorian architec-

ture. Assumed to have been built

by Daniel M. Brodhead in 1837,

the building stands today much as

it was originally made, ,except for

modernization.

The home is of frame construc-
tion with a mansard roof, having
four sides with slopes on each side.
The lower slopes are almost verti-
cal and the upper slopes nearly
flat, allowing maximum inside
space on the top floor which is now
unusable.

With a porch across the front of
the building, two rear porches and
two front balconies, the size of the
house is imprgssive. We might
1magme Alice in Wonderland ask-

‘ing the Cheshire Cat... “How

many. rooms?”...and the cat drolly
responding, “That depends on the
way you count them.” -

An architect who toured the

.residence excitedly exclaimed,
-“Why you have five potential fire-

places.” That seems to be a bit
far-fetched, but there were once
three fireplaces on a common
chimney.

The second sale of the property
occurred in 1859 when the buyer
was Sarah A. Salmon. The place
became an early boa:ding house
known as the “Saimon House.” In
1888, John M. Hoffman bought the

. property.

Henry B. Wells purchased it in
1893 at a sheriff’s sale, and rented
rooms on the two upper floors.
Kathryn "and Paul N. Bournique

. bought thg,property in 1920,

Next came the William Zexglers
who ran a tourist home and tea
room, .called “The Cottage.” The
family was a musical one, and it-is

_said that Matilda Zeigler would sit

on the second floor balcony on
summer evenings and sing hymns.
Mr. Zeigler was a carpenter, and
the house bears witness to his
handiwork.



In 1963, Dr. Edwards and the
late Mrs. Letitia Ryder formed a

partnership in the property own-

ership and .a tutoring-counseling
service, “The Dr. Edwards Guid-
ance Center.,” New siding was
added to the house which was
redecorated and refurbished. The
lay-out of the old house lends itself
to modern living with a central
foyer graced with a rail staircase,
comfortable rooms, and a general
homey effect.

'Emerson House

" The Emerson House at 800
Broad Street, next to the Vander-
mark Creek Bridge, is one of the
larger Milford homes so well
worth preserving. It stands on
Lots 375 and 376. Indoors gracious
rooms with high ceilings have for
many years set off the possessions
which the Emersons acquired
through their years of Army
travel. The late Dr. Gouverneur
V.Emerson, the son and grandson
of doctors, became an Army
doctor and attained the rank of

General before his retirement. His
son Henry (Hank) has likewise
attained the rank of General. He
served -.on Mark Clark’s staff
‘during World War II, became
known as the Gunfighter in Viet-
nam, and is still on active duty.
The Milford Architectural Study
Group often-have difficulty deter-
‘mining exactly when a house was_
built or by whom. According to the
Junior Historians’ resehrch,
Henry Windfield built the original
house in the mid 1800's. Abram
Windfield and Charles H. Wind-
field became the owners in 1859,
The picture dated 1902 shows the
property when it was known as
the Windfield house.
On January 31, 1863, Abram
Windfield and his wife Almeda
sold the house to John C. and
**Margery” Hissani. He was the
great-grandfather of Ben Hissz m,
“Bitsy” Kopfinger, and David His-
-sam, present-day Milford. resi-
dents. The picture with all the
family (plus the family cow
gathered in front of the house wa:
taken during the time when Johr
C. Hissam was the owner. The
people in the picture are identified
as follows; John C. Hissam, Mar-
garet Van Auken Hissam, Uni-
dentified, Grace Hissam Loreaux,
John Hissam, Luecian Hissam
(1870-1927), Jack Loreaux, Asa
Hissam, Warren Hissam, Kate
Hissam MecGown, William Me-
Gown, Lizzie Hissam Lattimore. .
For a brief time Britton A.
Barnes held the property, but on
.October 16, 1890, he sold the
house once more to John C.
Hissam. In 1901 John C. Hissam,

. day.

through his ‘executor Lucian
Barnes Hissam, passed the house
on to Kate McGown, his daughter.
At that time the Milford Cemetery
Association held a $1300 mortgage
on the house. David Hissam says
that his ancestor, Kate McGown,
was a very ¢olorful character. She
weighed 550 poumds-and had to go
in the post office door sideways.’

‘Her husband, Billy MecGown,

drove the stage to Port Jervis. .

On November 24, 1920, Mary
Schlightef became the owner. She
sold the house to Dr. Emerson’s
parents, Dr.” Henry Everett

" Emerson and his wife Eleanor, but

they owned it very briefly for on
December 4, 1922, it became the
property of Dr. Gouverneur. V.
Emerson and his wife Marie.

Hotelv Fauchere

" Louis Fauchere, when he lefi
Vevey, Switzerland, around 1850,
left behind his fiancee, Rosalie
Perrochet, of Neuchatel. He came
to America with his brother
Alphonse and his friend Henri
Mougquin. Henri Mouquin gained
fame at Delmonico’s restaurant in
New York City and Louis
Fauchere worked there as a chef,
He returned to Europe, married
his sweetheart, and brought her
back with him. His descendants
still treasure a costume of the
canton of . Vaux which Rosalie
wore, perhaps on her wedding

Louis’ reputation as a chef grew,
Soon he spent his winters only at
Delmonico’s and his summers at

A large French cojony had
developed in New York City,
people from Alsace, Belgium,
France, and Switzerland. Attract-
ed by the lovely hills and
magnificent vistas of the Dela-
ware, some of them had migrated
to Milford, so when Louis
Fauchere decided he had the
means at last to leave New York
and buy a hotel of his own, be
loocked toward Milford.

At the corner of Broad and
Catherine Streets there was a
small inn kept by Desire Culot,
whose wife was aunt to Rosalie
Fauchere. Louis bought the
property and began fo give the
public food and service of a quality
undreamed of in that neighbor-
hood before. Some of the inhahi-

tants called him “the crazy

Frenchman.” L
Not for Milford people only was

his delectable French cockery. .
Hoop-skirted ladies and elegant-

gentlemen from New York sought
him out in his new location. Soon
the sight of handsome equipages

standing in front of his little. jon -
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became acceptd by Milford people
as a matter of course in the long
years that followed.

After awhile, as Louis continued
to prosper, he decided to build a
new hotel on the corner. He maved
his small two-story building to the
back of the , lot, conducting
business there ‘as usual until the'

three-floored new hotél could be :

“completed. And on the front door

. of that hotel he proudly placed an

ebony plate engraved “L. Fau-
chere”, and there you will find it
today. :

Later, because of increasing
guests, Louis built, on adjoining
land he bought on  Catherine
Street, a substantial brick house
he called “The Cottage™ His
friends the Mouquins ofter sum--
mered there. -

As time passed and his fame

‘grew, Louis found himself in

enough funds to be able to close in
the winter and take yearly trips to
Europe, returning always with

_Bome new recipes, some new
. cooking utensils, and new pictutes

and furniture, 21l in use to this day.
One such piece, incidentally, was a
billiard table, the first Milford had
ever seen. . i

Louis Fauchere was an autoerat
in conducting his business-tossing
a sauce, if it was not up to his
standard, into a pail with orders to

-*“make it again”, After Louis’ death

Mme. Fauchere asked one thing of
her descendants, that Chicken
Marengo never be served in the
hotel because no one but Louis

.could make it as he did, ever. It
.never has been. -
. Louis Fauchere’s first chels
,were Fritz and then Charlie
Sadler. Charlie’s son went on tobe
‘a chef at Pinehurst, carrying on
‘the  Fauchere tradition there. .

Other famous chefs have been

Edward Nesbaum, Charley Carn,

‘Emile Bappan, Eugene Grosli:
mond and Caesar Chiappini. It was
Eugene Groslimond who later
established the Swiss Inn on the
old Milford Road. :

%
T

Louis Fauchere had a son, but
he died young, so the business was
inherited by his daughter Marie
Victorine. Her first husband was
Alfred Chol, a singer in the Opera
Comingue. They had two children
Louise Chol (Lyman) and Warren_
Chol. After the death of her first
husband, Marie married a Paris-
ian, M. Tissot. Her son, Warren®
(Chol, had four children: Louis, Sr.;,
Margaret (Spotts), Marie (Olsen)"
and Anna (Metzger). Louis Chol
Sr., had three children: Louis
Fauchere Chol, Jr., Warren Chol,
and Marie (Mimi) Chol (Cooper).-"
Many of the descendants, both
male and female, have Fauchere 85"
their middle hame. e



Among the old-time celebraties -
who stayed at the Fauchere was:
undoubtedly Sarah Bernhardt,
Mrs. James Bryce has a posteard,;
written in French by the famous .
actress, telling of a restful stay in
Milford. Norman Lehde also tells-
how Sarah Bernhardt’s son was:¢
‘left to stay in Milford while the
aciress was on tour. On a recent .
trip to Paris, Louis Chol, Jr., set
out to visit Louis Fauchere's
grav. He found it, after much
diffcuty, in the Pere Lachaise

C-.ipt ry in Paris—not far from

0 rEve of the Divine Sarah, il

Fauchere Annex -

The Annex of
the Hotel Fauchere, will soon be
a busy place when Lew Miller’s
plans to make professional and
business offices in the building
are realized.

- Interior renovations of this
structure and the Hotel
Fauchere are now going for-
ward and application is being
made to the National Trust for
Historic Preservation to place
these buildings on the state and
National Register. The
Fauchere has already been ac-
cepted and placed on the state
inventory. The Milford Preser-
vation Association is working
with Mr. Miller .on these ap-.
plications.?.. %" .. . 7

**Quéen Anne’ - -
~ This turn of the century

-building (405 Broad Street) was

acquired by the Hotel Fauchere

in 1906. It was built in 1902 for

Dr. H.E. Emerson, a local

physician. Designed by an ar-

chitect in Middletown, New

York and built by A.D. Brown

of Milford, the house combines

the elements of classical design,
shown by the dentil molding,
decorative swags and symmetry,
typical of a ‘Queen Anne’ Plan.

The interior featured glazed
tile fireplaces thruout the house.

Beautifully designed wood

panelled stair case is dominant

in the large ‘living hall’ foyer.

Luxuriously large bathrooms,

.using marble... was another

distinctive characteristic of this

outstanding home. The
decorative cast iron fronts for

the fireplaces are now eagerly -

sought collectors itenis.
Attended Harrimans - .
It was the money he received
for his professional services,
plus a ‘Thank you® gift from the
Averill Harrimans that enabled
Dr. H.E. Emerson to build this
home. Dr. Emerson accom-
panied the Harrimans on a ten
month *round the world™ tour.

Combining business with
pleasure, Dr. Emerson visited
hospitals and attended lectures
in various colleges, broadening
his educa:sion and medical ex-
pertise.. ., - -

Dr. H.E. Emerson was born
October .26, 1866. He attended
public and private schools, later
taking <courses - in the
Philadelphia College of Phar-
macy, graduating in 1887.

On his return home, he open-
ed a drug store which was
located on the site of the present
annex of the Hotel Fauchere.
When construction was started
on the Annex, this building was
moved across the street to its
present site and is now occupied
by Schneider’s Delicatessen.

- While tonducting his drug
store, ‘he studied medicine with
his father, Dr. Vincent Emerson
and in 1888 entered the Medical
Department of the University of
New York, where he was
graduated in 1892. After taking
the Medical Boards of Penn-
sylvania, he established himself
as a practicing physician in
Milford. He was active in the
community and was especially

interested in educational af-.

fairs. | -
- He was married in 1885'to
Nellie Burbage who came to
America from Granard,

Ireland. They had four.

children: Alicia  J.;
Gouvenueur; Nellie and Madge.
His wife died about a year or
two after the ‘‘Annex’ was
. built. : .

Under the Fauchere owner-
ship, the Annex was used as
overflow quarters for their
guests and in hunting season,
red coated hunters filled the

- rooms.

~

The Annex is one of ; thé.

‘buildings featured in

“Crossroads’’ which will bein-~

troduced 4 p.m. May 4 at a
reception and tea at the
l’_rqsbylerian Church.

Finan house
The John Finan honse located on
406 Broad Street, Milford, is
typical of the adaptive use of many
of the larger homes in the village.
From a comfortable home for John
and Nadine Finan and their four
children, it has been converted to

attractive and efficient offices for
the Lutfy Real Estate, Inc. Prior
to that, the first floor had been
used by the Geological Survey
Offices. o
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Just before the turn of the
century, in 1889, Ebenezer and
Emily Buchanan Warner decided
to move from Model Farm on the
River Road to the boro. The site
they decided on, was owned by
Emily’s father, George Buchanan.
It was located ‘'on Broad Street,
next to the Court House, where
George Buchanan had a farm .
house. .

Before construction could begin,
the farm house had to be moved to
the rear, on Peach Alley. It was
then converted into a stable and
carriage house. Later the building
was used for storage of the Boro's
street equipment. When the new
fire house was being built it was
demolished. )

Ebenezer Warner was one of the
area’s first scientific farmers. Be-
-fore planting his crops be would
test the soil...very-often to the

amusement of farmers of that day.
However the results spoke for
themselves, and he was soon
respected for his knowledge...-
coming to be known as the “Potato
and Cabbage King.” He later
expanded his crops to include the
growing of wheat on the island in”
the “Delaware opposite Model
Farm. b
- His efficiency did not end there.
After. moving to the village of
Millord in 1891, he again displayed
his faith and vision by organizing
and opening the Firsf National
Bank of Milford in 1900. It was
called “Ebenezer’s Folly” and
came about inspite of luke warm
interest and incredulity on the
part of the townspeople. However,
with the bdcking of a small group
of practical business men and
farmers, the bank was establish-
ed. It prospered and grew, justify-
ing his faith and good judgment. -
When Ebenezer Warner died in
1904, his son, John C. inherited-
the property and lived there with

. His wife, sonn John, and danghters,

Dorothy and Ann. In 1950 John C.

Warner, Jr. who had inherited the
house . and lived there with his .
wife, Patricia, made major altera-
tions in the home his grandfather
had built. The wide porches hcross .
the width and length of the
building were removed. Rooms
made larger, and kitchen and
bathrooms meodernized. Further
changes and additions were made .
later by the Finans when they
purchased the building, to accom-
modate their growing family,

For the most part, with the
exception of the porches, the
exterior lines are unchanged. The
deep bays on both sides of the
building, the dormers and the
baleonies ‘with their decorative
shingles, spindle railings and car-
ved brackets...stil] remain o give
this Victorian building a tradi-

 tional ook of elegance.



" The ,Finkelg!p); house

 The Finkelday house at 203
West Catherine Street pictured
here is reputed to be the second-
oldeat house in Milford. How it got
that reputation is a mystery. (The
-oldest house with in the Borough
is supposed to be the Siemer-
Wissinger house on Harford
Street, The Bowhannon house,
outside of town, just to the right of
the bridge as you leave Milford
going south, is supposed to be
even older than that.) -
Court House records show that
the property goes way back to
. Armstrongs, Steeles, Purcells,
. "and to a Julian Cross in the early
days. But then Julian Cross had
bought & parcel of several lots on
Catherine Street from one Lewis
Cornelius, town treasurer, in
1896, . This last transaction was

signed by Francis A.L. Smith
{who was born in 1774) and was
witnessed by Cyril C.D. Pinchot,
Gifford Pinchots grandfather. To
go farther back than that would
.take a Philadelphia lawyer, and
unfortunately the Study Group
does not have one in its employ.
Certain parts of the house give
evidence of great age, especially
. the section on the left-hand side,
but there again only an expert in
the methods of construction could
assign an approximate date to the

_building. Even the main section

Jeans a little from the perpendicu-
lar. Certainly the house is old. It
has been well taken care of by its
owners- down through the years

and is an attractive, historic asset

to the town.

Home of Robert & Dorothy Fish

The Robert Fish home on West
Ann Street, portirays the charm of
a bygone era. Iis stately appear-
ance is relieved by the ginger-
bread whimsey, typical of the
Victorian period. Here is a house
that has character. One that was
made to last. And one that was
built with pride by its builder and
the craftsmen of that time.

There are some discrepancies in
the records as to just when the
Robert Fish home was built.
According to the deed books
tresearched by the Jr. Historians)
it was built shortly before 1846.
One source of history discloses it
was buill by an Italian Artist...the
same artist who built Grey Tow-
ers, the home of Gifford Pinchot.

The 1846 date was given some
further credibility when Robert
Fish, the present owner discov-
ered an old tombstone from an old
foundation under a porch of the
house. ' This was for an infant,
Mary Ann Armstrong, aged 18
months. The date.....still faintly
visihle on the marker was....1846.

According to research conduct-
ed by Joseph Young, A.LA.
Scranton Architeet, he estimated
the Fish house was built between
1870 and 1875. He based his
assumption on the fact that this
was one of the designs in a book
published by Vaux in 1864...."Vill-
as and Cottages” Design 26. This
design, (Number 26) was for a
wooden villa with tower and attic.
It was copied in hundreds of
Eastern Towns and villages for
upper middle class merchants, mill
owners, and other prosperous
citizens who were building new
‘houses in the period of reconstruc-
tion following the Civil War. Brick_
‘or stonc was used [requently in
construction. The decorative meo-
tives, such as window trim, paired

- brackels: moldings, etc., were

carried out in masonry. Other
Viclorian elements of the veranda,
fretwork..fanciful details and bay
windows were retained.

In the. Pike County Dispatch
Series, “99 years ago™ there is a
note mentioning the construction

of the Andrew Armstrong home,

hearing oul the 1875 date.

It was pointed out by some
historians that if a house was
destroyed by fire, no mention
would be made in the records of
that, or the rebuilding when it
occurred.

That the ‘house is at least 100
years old has been definitely.
established. From the deeds and
records as researched by the Jr.
Historians it would seem Lo prove
that the earlier date of 1846 is also
authentic. The decision will have
to be left Lo the reader!

This five story house contains 23
room. These rooms contain decor-
ative ceilings and the walls are
‘constructed of -stucco. The fish-
scaled shingles at the top of the
tower; round, arched windows and
amansard roof, typify the k'ranco-
Halianate styled architétture of
the house. o

1t is interesting to note that-the
Pinchots presented the Armstrong

Family {the original owners with a-
carved white marble mantle_ (a+

duplicate was once in the White
House)! This is still one of the
outstanding features of this home.
Banked with flowers, it was the
perfect setting for Nancy Fish's
wedding to Dr. Mounir Hanna of
Cairo, Egypt. ' .

To the rear of the fireplace is a
dumb waiter, still in good working
order. This was used to bring food,
prepared in the basement kitchen,
up to the dining room.  .°

Another unique feature of the

“Fish's home is a mahogany ban-
nister which sweeps in an un-
broken line, from the. first to the
third floor. o

Decorative céilings, moldings
and cornices were the work of the
artist builder. Carried out in
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classic egg and dart: bead and
reel; and fleur de lis designs, this
skilled craftsmanship could not be
duplitated today. Not only is this a
lost art form, but labor ecosts
would . make such work prohibi-
tive, ° . - )
Originally, this- home was
known ;is the “Armstrong Manor”,
“or, in later years, the Frederica
Armstro%)z yﬁ has had a suc-
cession ol owners. The first being
Catherine Roof. In 1846 she sold to
Sealy’ Sayre and Henry DeWitl.
These owners only resided in the
house for one year, selling the
house to the Presbyterian Congre-
gation of Milford. However, ac-
.. cording 10 research conducted by,

Ernest Chamberlin on his pro-
perty which adjoins the Fish
residence, the tract on which his
home and the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Fish are situated, at
one time -was one. The search

- seemed to prove that the property
was bought by the Presbyterians
but it was the Chamberlin house
that was used as*the manse.

In 1873 John and Bella Wallace
became the new owners and they
were succeeded by Andrew and
Margaret Armstrong two years
later (1875) The Armstrongs re-
sided there as did their daughter
Frederica who at one time, oper-
ated her home as a boarding
house. The late -Andrew Arm-
strong and his wife living at E.
Harford & Fourth Streets, and
whose home is another landmark
residence) resided with Miss Fred-
erica briefly. Theirs was an errand
of mercy as they moved In to take
care of Miss Armstrong while she
was ill. Colin C. Black,a mortician
bought the property from Fred-
erica Armstrong in 1889. Mr.
Black built a Mortuary -chapel
alongside the house. Property was
later acquired in the 195('s by the
‘Wolfe Family who intended to
turn the building inte apartments.
However, the plans never mater-
ialized and the house was sold to
Robert and Dorothy Fish, the
present owners. -

Fortinately, the Fish's appree-

_iated its historical background and
intrinsic charm. They restored
it...inside and out...with Mrs.
Fish, an artist in her own right,
using the magic lamp of creativity
to recreate an era dedicated to
elegance and gracious living.

Mr. Fish, a Civil Engineer, is
the Delaware Rivermaster and is
employed by the Federal govern-
ment. He has an office on Broad
Street in the Geological Survey
Building. . N

Mrs. Fish's creativity finds out-
lets in painting, design and needle-

.. work. She has shown her work in
local and area art shows and has
won special recognition for the
intricate embroidered and apph-
qued quilts, clothing .and christen-



ing dresses she makes- for her
daughters and the children of Dr.
and Mrs. Hanna, Michael and
Leslie. The only place this writer -
has seen anything to compare with
Mrs. Fish's talents has been in a

. museum! Petit point chair covers;

embroidered wall hangings; de-
coupage.....all lend themselves to
the Victorian Atmosphere so be-
autifully-carried out by Mrs. Fish

in.}l(':_ home.

The Fish's have two ‘other
children, Melinda, who became
Mrs. _ Stephen Galbreath last
Spring and lives in Lexington,
Kentucky. Bobby, a student in
Orange County Community Coll-
ege is majoring in Architectural
Technology. .

The old homes in Milford and
Pike County present a saga of our
nation. Craftsmen of past gener-
ations all had a purpose for what
they did. Whatever they made,
was made to last! .

The County is changing rapidly.
Particularly in these last two
decades: with the rustic areas
being developed. The modern
short cuts’ in construction, and the ;
use of new building materials
provide sharp contrast to the
spacious old homes built by arti-
sans of earlier eras. In the face of
this change and growth, anti-
quities and old houses are finding
it hard to survive. Some consider
everything ¢ld expendable.

The value of our cultural herit-
age must be judged against the
unform construction of today,
represented in settlements spring
up, all looking alike, regardless of
where they may be. )

Whether you are lukewarm or
“Gung Ho™ about the county’s
Bicentennial Celebration, it has
.caused us to look back and assess
life as it developed over the last
200 years in Pike Co. The import-
ance of preserving structurally
eound buildings add to the quality -
of hfe and the physical environ-
ment.

Forest Hall

‘Forest Hall is a

registered National Historic Land-
mark. It is one of Milford’s
"windows on the Past.” A product
of the turn of the century, when
style and design were imaginative
and individualistie.
_ In design, Forest Hall would fall
into the general “Victorian™ archi-
tectural category. However, it
combines the stylistic features of
the Norman and Queen Anne
periods. The 19th Century had a
special romantic preference for
resurrecting historical styles and
giving them new life.

The architects .of Forest Hall
were Hunt and Hunt. Their firm
had gaiped great prominence,
having designed the base of the
Statue of Liberty. Friends of
James W. Pinchot, they had

" designed. Grey Towers for him as
. well as the bluestone Post Office

Building, on the corner of Broad
and Harford Streets.

Giving a distinctive character to
the building, are the prominent
projecting and receding surfaces.
The raised medallions and recess-
ed niches . with their statuary,
designed to -match those in the
Post Office Building. The effective
use of 5,000 native bluestone

uoins around the windows and on
t(.]he front and end walls of the
building.” . :

. Fieldstone for Forest Hall was
obtainéd from the Foster Hill
Farm. Slate for the roof came from
the Slateworks in Newton, New
Jersey. Specifications called for 8
x 14 or 8 x 16 slate.,.with straight
edges, The two story slate roof,
with its dormers, chimneys and
turrets gives an ‘Old World' loock
to this stately and historic build-
ing.

* " Kept in character

. Carefully spelled out, in the con-
tratt which was awarded to E.S.
Wolfe-in-1904, were the instruc-
fionsdokeep the new building in
dhaF4CtéF “with~the existing blue’
stone building located on the
corner of Broad and Harford
Streets. | .

- Specifications called for the

oors to be on the same level.
Second story windows to be of the
same height and width. Niches on
the new building to follow the
design and detail of niches in the
Post Office Building. The entrance
to the new building to be similar in
detail to the Post Office entrance,

biit to have double doors. Cellar

steps to be 4" bluestone, as were
the chimneys. The chimneys were
tp be carried full size tothe bottom .
of the cellar. Another dummy -
chimney was to be built on the end
of the wall next to the Post Office
Building and to be started at the
roof lines and run up.

- Four shops were located on the
first floor of the building. To
permit adaptive use, specifications
in the original agreement called
for the partition wall between the
two large stores nearest the P?t
Office Building, to have arch
openings to admit use as W

stores or one. .
The First National Bank having
outgrown its first quarters in the

" Brown Building (Bloomgardens),

took up quarters in the first floor
of the new building in the space .

now occupied by Heller's Sea Food !
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On the second floor, there are
two apartments..one at each end
of the building. A large auditorium
takes up the greater part of the
second floor. Wood panelled, with
:beamed cathedral ceiling and huge
marble fireplace, this hall was
vied until the late 1930's for
community gatherings; amateur
theatricals; flower shows; and

meetings of all kinds.
It also provided class rooms for
students of the Yale University

Forestry School. The students
came for the summer and lived in
tents in the Forests surrounding
Grey Towers.

James Pinchot's interest in For-
estry led him to establish this
summer camp. It no doubt had an
influence in Governor Pinchot’s
interest and concern for the for-
ests of this country and in conser-

. vation practices. . o

For a short period of time,-
Almquist Engineering, (the fore-
runner of Sparkomatic) had their
offices in the hall.

Landscaping in front of the
building has been a victim of
to-day's traffic. Twice, Edward’
Macksoud, formerly of Milford and
now a resident of Ridgewood, New
Jersey, donated fully grown nur-
sery trees and had them planted
by professionals. Unfortunately,
they have succumed to the ex-
hausts from trucks and cars. Trees
shading the back of the building
were victims of parking lot con-
struction, '

Two building moved

Before construction could begin
on Forest Hall, two buildings had
to be removed to a nearby location
(Harford Street). One of the
buildings had been used as a
Barber Shop and the other as a
telegraph and telephone office.
The contractors instructions were
to put a suitable foundation {not & -
cellar) under each of the buildings,
and have them put into perfect
order for occupancy, after they
were removed. For this, he was to
be paid $100.00. L e

It is believed that the buildings
in question were the Kraft Travel

Agency (now demolished) and the
Village News Stand.

The land on which Forest Hall is
.built was cleared in 1765 by Isaiah
.Newman for farming. Ownership’
of the land and buildings stayed in

the Pinchot family until 1978,
. when Gifford B. Pinchot sold the
gl:operty to Milford attorneys,
‘Sidney L. Krawitz and Arthur K.
Ridley. - = . R



Gatzke
house

The home of Mike and Frances
Gatzke (614 W. Harford Street),
looks snug and secure in its.
picturesque setting. No. park was
ever more carefully planned or
tended. Adding to the ‘calendar’
setting, is a stream and a duck
pond to the rear and side of the
building. Trees, some of them as
old as the 150 (+] house add
‘dignity and shade. Lawns and
flagstone paths add interest. A
mini-estate and a treat for the
passerby. as testified by the
endless stream of visitors to the
Pinchot Institute who pause to
ook on their way to Grey Towers.
© The builder of this landmark
‘home is not known. Nor is the date
# was built. The first mention of &
.house is made in a handwritien,
deed when Sam Dimmick deeded’
the 1and to Anna Eldred. This was
-dated 1864. The house is deseribed
“later in 1879 when it was deeded to
‘Peter A.L. Quick from Edwin B.
Eldred and Anpna, his wife.
However, research leads us to
believe that the cottage existed
long before that time. Still later
deeds mention not only the house,
but other buildings.

. In the late 1800's and early
1900's, this property and house
was known as the “Quick" place.
Peter A.L. Quick was apparently,
a colorful individual and had
extensive real estate holdings. His
name is prominent on deeds and in
gews accounts of his era. He is
referred to in “Life Along the
River Road” by William Henn,

“well known Pike County Historian
‘and author. An account of his
many business enterprises and life
is covered fully in Mathews
History of Pike and Wayne
Counties.

The present Gatzke House was
probably used for one of Peter
quick's tenant farmers, Altho
later, it is recorded that his wife_
lived there. Originally it was
thought to be a “Salt Box™
structure. Later additions made it
into a rectangular shaped build-
ing... typical of farm houses built
in that period. Many of these have
since been demolished or partially
torn down. It becomes apparent-
‘when doing research on these old
homes that the area owed a great
debt to these tenant farmers for

their contribution to the growtn

and sustenance of the area. They
played an important part in the
county’s® history, altho they are
given little credit or recognition in
local histarical records. The small
farmers provided food for the local
people, fuel and other commodities
and services. : .

Interesting features remaining
in the home, are the small ‘eye-
brow’ windows with hand made
blown glass panes still intact.
Handmade doors are found on the
second floor. The wooden shutters
with half moons are just like some
of those found in the Pinchot
Buildings. The east end of the
living room still has the original
timbers and old square handmade
pails. Timbers are sak and some

chestnut, and according to
Gatzke becoming almost petrified
with the passage of time. . .

: There is a small fireplace made
‘of ‘brick which was npot in the
original structure. It is thought
that this was installed when the
stairs were changed and the pew
fireplace was installed in- their
place.

Lattice work treilises were used
on all the porches. They were
ornamental as well as practical and
used extensively on Milford
homes. :

. The property borders the
Vantine Creek on the west. There
is evidence of =& bridge =and

,buildings having been near the
:small brook running thru the
" property. At one time there wa a

wagon road where 10th Street
might have been if developed. This

" erossed the Vantine Creek to the

original old Vantine Hotel, which
was located there.

Description of the property,
when listed for sale by Peter
Quick’s Executor, Lena A. Tal-
mage, in the Milford Dispatch
dated February 11, 1904 reads in

part: “Ten town lots beginning at -

the corner of Hurford and Tenth
Streets in the Boro of Milford, the
whole comprising about two acres
of land. A cottage and outbuild-
ings; excellent garden. The terms
of the sale are cash, One third of
the purchase money is to remain
charged on the properties to
secure the widow's dower unless
prior to the sale arrangements can
be made to release same.” It is
interesting to note that the
property brought in $585.00 at this
sale held in the Courthouse Lobby.
The original tract extended from
Tth Street to the Mill Race along
the Vantine Creek and up Route §
ahove what is now part of the
Pinchot Institute property.

. Here is & house that has seen a
JJot of living. Bince its construction
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there has been a constant stream
of owners and tenants...s tribute
‘to the unknown builder whose
handwork provided shelter for.
many families for a century and a
half. According to research earried
on by Frances Gatzke, the first
records showed Sam Dimmick to
be one of the first owners. In 1864,
Edwin and- Anna Eldred were
deeded the property. Peter A.L.
Quick acquired ownership in 1879,
Lena Talmage, Quick’'s executrix
‘sold the property in 1904. John
Beck was the next owner (1913
Asa A. and Alice Beck Martin
(1921), Walter Ridley (1930),.
Luella R. Wolfe (1933). From 1933
to 1946 Luella and Charles
Thornton, Paul and Clara Wolfe
Cutter,.Clinton Wolfe; Burton and
Lucienne Wolfe either owned or
lived in the house.

In 1954, J. and Emma Eustis
bought the house from Ed
Almquist. William and - Anna
Zeiser occupied the premises until
Eleanor and Fran Fischer bought
the house in 1961. They sold to
Mike and Frances Gatzke in 1970.
Other well known Milford families”
who lived in this house were the
Leslies; Virginia Quick Hodge;
Gilpins; the John Lohmann's
(former Game Warden) and
probably others whose names do
not come to mind.

The G’Fdhey 'S

‘The home of the
Graney's on the corner of Ann and
Fifth Streets, is colonial in style,
‘acquiring elegence with the addi-
tion of Greek Revival details.
These include fluted Doric col-
umns, dentil . moldings and a
horizontal transom asbove the

- door. N

The Greek Revival had its first
expression in America in 1798 and
flourished in the U:S. during the
1830's and 40's. 1t is believed its
appeal stemmed from the often .
expressed sentiment that Ameri-
cans were the spiritual successors
of Ancient Greece with its Demo-
cratic ideals.

Structurally, the-Graney home
is in mint condition. Deep cellar

* with thick stone walls. An attic

that is easily reached by a wide
“stairway, and high enough to have
a large finished room, plus plenty
of storage room. Beams are notch-
ed and, pegged. The, rooms . are



large with moderatelyhigh.ceil-

g".l'she building is believed to have
been built between 1830 and 1850.
"Fanny Dimmick was the first
owner. Presumably it was used to
house the overflow guests of the
Dimmick Inn. The Inn was the
stopping place for people coming
from New York and Philadelphia
and for their families, who would
come and stay for their vacations
and sometimes for the entire
summer. . - -

. Past_history of this home came
10 life when the Graney's found old
letters addressed to Fanny Dim-
mick, and E.H. Biddis among
others, in the attic. The qbnill-pen
strokes were unmistakeable and
names mentioped in the letters
were reminiscent of some of the*

,old settlers of Milford." .- "
Antique collectors who pay-high
prices for parts-of Bedroom Cham-
ber sets.at- augtions and from
dezlers will be i to learn
‘that' an estimate sent to Fanny
Dimmick from Hadley's, 1 Cooper
Institute, 3rd and 4th Avenues,
New York City, listed ironstone
chamber sets at $2.50 and $1.75
per set. These consisted of 1
covered chamber. One Brush
"Vase. One Mug. One Mouth Vase.
One Ewer (Pitcher) and Basimn.
Quotation for. five dozen dinner
plates was $5.75. Three months
advertising in the Home Journal, 3
Park Place, New York, a weekly
newspaper, cost $26.00. No won-
der they were known as “the Good
Oid Days.” LT
Also of interest were the high
buttoned shoes pelieved to have
belonged to Fanny Dimmick. They
attested “to the fact that she
occasionally dressed ;ﬁ “Miss
Fanny” as she was called, was
recognized as an ‘eccentric’-and
usually dressed in men's attire.
Other known residents of this
house were Calvin Trouton, Mabel
Titus, Allen and Gene Anne Titus,
the Sholem's John and Ann Fields,

and the Graneyg. the present

owners. R a

. The Graney's moved to Milford
from Brooklyn New York but they
were no strangers to the ares,
having been summer residents of

Dingmans Ferry while their family
was growing. The Graney's have .

nine children; twenty-eight gran

children and, four greal grand-

rhildren. They find their Milford
%ome pdl too large for their own

use” and yel easily adapted to .
‘sccomodate members of their

Jarge family .when they come to

wisit, . -

Gibbons
- Home

The Ann Gibbons home on
Lower Broad Street, has seen a lot
of living, but the rugged bluestone,
foundation and porch steps were
built for that kind of endurance, as
was the rest of the house. ’

The wide porch with its classic
cornices, arched panels and orna-
mentation; square graduated col-
umns, makes this house distinc-
tive. Note the floor length win-
dows and the window frames with
dentils for accent. The three bay
windows on the second level are
high and narrow, lending interest
1o the design. A three bay gable on
the third floor makes each level
different. :

" Porch fretwork falls into two®
‘categories. The ‘factory mades’

and those sawn to order. Millwork

catalogs over a period of 50 years.
from 1870 to 1920, offered an
enormous selection of decorative:
details from which the contractor

or homeowner could select archi-

tectural ornamentation for his

porch. Not only spindles  and

knobs, the spool work of columns

and screens, but functional details

as well, could be ordered. .

. Almost all the homes on lower
. Broad Street are in the 75 year, or
"over éategory, (most of them over
4he century mark) making them
eligible for designation as an
chistoric Distriet. .. o

Greening home

Built at the turn of the century
by“‘Rusling Dewitt. the home of
Allen and Ada Greening Senior,
loeated on the corner of West Ann
and Sixth Street, has a rugged but
classic simplicity of design. The
wide porch with Its unadorned
columns; uncluttered porch rail-
ings: lends enjoyment to outdoor
leisure in the summer, A smaller,
less formal side porch..a sun
room...ldeal {for flowers; are
extraa...not affordable in today’s
. streamlined houses.

The wide front door, with broad
- mouldings, flanked by two...lour
light...stained giass side panels
match the stained glass pamels in ,
the upper section of two large
front windows, and the windows
on the Sixth Street side of the
building. The soft multi colored
ilght filtering thru the colored
leaded panes, light up the front.
and back stairways and their wide
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landings...giving an ethereal effect
on a bright sunny day. '

The four sided roof is most’
unusual...with its four mini-paned
doormers. The eaves are wide and
the roof has a slight inward .
bow...like the Duich- roofs...to
carry the water away from the
house. .

Attractively landscaped, the
grounds provide the perfect’
setting forpthe Greening 'l)ieouue.
There are trees for shade;
ornamentation; and fruit. Shrubs,

ampie green awns..ummaculately
kept...make this home a showplace
and an asset to the community.
Mrs. Greening, an avid and
experienced gardener growns
Nowers of all kinds. She also plants
and cares for a large vegetable
garden which provides fresh
" produce thruout the growing
season. Frozen and canned, it is
enjoyed as well thru the winter
months, - :

The building contractor planned
and constructed the house himself,
doing all the carpentry and
plumbing. He lived here with his
family until his death. His wife
then went to live with her
daughter Lila (Dewitt) Kyte. Mr.
and Mrs. William David and
daughter Carol rented the house
for a number of years. For one
year one of the state troopers
stationed in Milford made this his
residence. :

Ada and Allen Greening bought
the propertiy in 1943, It was here
their children Ada and Allen Jr.,
were raised. The Greenirigs still
reside here. Father and son are
active in the well drilling business

.in this area.and in this way
contribute to the development
taking place in the county. Allen
Greening Jr., serves as Supervisor
in Dingman Township. Ada Green-
ing Lewis (Mrs. Charles) her
husband and Charles Jr,, live in -
Gettysburg. Mrs. Lewis teaches
Business Administration in the
Gettysburg College. ,

Gregory House

" The house now occupied by Pike
County's Prothonotary Randolph
Gregory and his wife Janet, on
East Harford Street is an excellent
example of Victorian Architecture
in the French Mansard Style.
Scranton -Architect, Joseph
Young of Scranton, working with
the Milford Architectural Study
Committee, estimated this home
was built sometime between 1860
and 1870. In his notation on the
historical and architectural signifi-
cance of the Gregory House, Mr.
Young stated: “The Gregory
House shows an underplay of

"ornament and sophistication of



detail that puts it among the most
important examples of Victorian
Houses. In this example, the scale
and placement of openings and the

fitting of window sash into the flat

arch (in contrast with the window
head detail on Osteriag House...
hall a block away) enhances the
brick walls rather than visually
separating from the walls.”
Regarding the derivative of the
style design, Mr. Young wrote this
description: “In the mid 17th
century, the French architect,
J.H. Mansart devised a new roof
shape that gave the appearance of
a traditional sloping roof, but in
reality provided additional story
height because it sloped steeply
and was flat on top...our perenni-
ally {avorite mansard roof. The
French Revolution brought cha-
teau building to an historical
memory and the old Barogue and
Rococo styles of France were
redirected into the Empire Style
under Napoleon. The American
penchant for borrowing stylistic

motives soon discovered and used
this new roof treatment quite
adaptable to the two story square
or rectanglular brick or stone
house that had previously been in
style either Italianate or Gothie.
Decorations usually lacked the
exuberance demonstrated in some
of the Gothic Reviva] work and
when combined with elements
assumed appropriate in these Vie-
torian times the results frequently
showed remarkahle restraints.” "
The features of the - Gregory
house: -"Altho the facade reads as
three-bayed, there are actually 5
openings across the_front. The
well proportioned windows’ with

fiat arch hards are enhanced with
matching shutters. The steep slop-
ing roof surfaces are patterned
slate. Ornamentation consists of
the omnipresent cornice brackets,
slender square columns with mold-
ing trim, and incised triangular
corner braces. )
Research of the property by the
Delaware Valley Jr. Historians

showed that the land originally !

belonged to John Conklin in 1829,
David Brodhead and his wife then
gained possession, selling the pro-
perty to John S. Wallace. When
Wallace passed away the house
‘was left to his heir, John C.
Wallace. In 1875 Wallace sold the
property to Helen E. Heller, who,
in 1880 sold it to James S. Wallace.
In the same year, Wallace sold the
house to Mary R. and George R.
Bull. Effie Gregory purchased the
house from-the Bulls in 1920. After
Mrs. Gregory's death in 1959, the
house was transferred to. the
current owner, Rondolph D.
Gregory. s

Rondolph Gregory relates a
story about his mother. In her
eagerness to gain possession of the
house, she paid the price asked by
the Bull's. This was the cause
of great consternation to her
husband, George, who informed
her he could have gotten it for

" $500.00 less. An unpardonable sin

in any family!

Grey Towers ...

No one can view Grey Towers
and be unmoved by its beauty.
The massive bluestone building
wiih its three towers has the aura

of Camelot. It would be easy to
imagine Knights and their ladies
attending banquets in the great
hal! and relaxing on the terraces.

Grey Towers links the past and
the present centuries. It is tradi-
tion and beauty. A continuum of
history.

Designed like a French Chateau,
Grey Towers was completed in
1886 by James Pinchot. Architec-
tural work was under the direction
of Richard Morris Hunt, who was
the architect for the base of the
Statue of Liberty.

The ancestral home of Governor
Gifford Pinchot, Grey Towers was
designated as an Historic National
Landmark in 1863. The castle-like
structure is set amid 100 acres of
rolling hills in Milford Township.
The blue stone used in its con-
struction was a product of Pike Co.
quarries. Originally, the grounds
consisted of 3,600 acres of land,
dominating the watershed of the
Sawkill Brook. The estate includes
gardens and woodlands and is now
maintained by the Forest Service
who administers the estate. The
building and grounds were turned
over to the U.S. Forest Service by

Dr. Gifford B. Pinchot and Mrs.
Amos Pinchot in 1963. President
John Kennedy came to Milford for
the Dedication.

Grey Towers is now used to
conduct meetings and seminars on
environmental studies. In the
summer months it is open to public
tours, . )

Medieval in appearance with its”
three great stone towers it is a
nice contrast to today's modern
structures of glass and concrete.
Built by Gifford Pinchot’s father,
James Pinchot, construction start-
ed in 1884 and completed in two
years. In contains 41 rooms, some
of them containing the original
Pinchot furnishings as testimony
to the elegant 19th century living.
Some of the treasures of Gifford
-Pinchot, world travelling consers,
vationist are on display. -
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g ‘The Great Hall contains sorie of

“the treasiures that Gifford Pinchot

collected on his many trips to
Europe, the South Seas and the
Far East. The room is medieval,
with furniture dating back to'the
.middle ages, -

The Library contains over 3,000
books on Forestry; the Biological
and Physical Sciences: Philosophy
_and education. Among some of the
original furnishings in this room is
a full length portrait of 3 members
of the Pinchot family in Florentine
Costume painted by the noted
French artist, Alexandre Cabanel
in 1872. Pictured are Gifford
Pinchot at Age 7, his younger
sister Antoinctte, and his mother,
Mary Eno Pinchot.

The Tower room adjoining the
Library was Gifford Pinchot’s
private olfice which has been left
undisturbed since his death in
1946.

The large Conference Room is
used for meetings, lectures and
film presentations. It formerly
served as living and dining quart-
ers. In the room are a mural by a
Scandinavian artist, a medieval
painting on wcod panel; and a
portrait of President Kennedy
‘presented to the Forest Service by
Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy.

Stepping thru the French doors
of the Conference room you come
out on the patio. The mosaic
covering the ground was designed,
by Mrs. Pinchot. .

Immediately beyond the patio is
the “Fingerbowl.” This unique
water table was built after the

i

. Pinchot's returned from their trip

to the South Sea Islands. When
the Pinchot's entertained, they
often seated their guests around
the rim of this bow]. Dinner plates
rested on the rim. Large wooden

_serving bowls, brought from the

_Polynesian islands, floated on the
“water and conveyed delicacies
from guest to guest.

The steps beyond lead to an

.arbor protected plot that once
contained the family's swimming
pool. 1 -

The “Letter Box” provided spa-
cious quarters for Gifford Pin-
chot's political records and files
and served as a haven ol solitude .
for his many hours of research .
work. It now contains memorabilia .
of Pinchot's days as Chief of the™
Forest Service, Professor at Yale

- University, and #s Governor .of .
Pennsylvania. .

Following the path along the
Reflecting Pool, you come to the
Amphitheater Overlock. Because
of the lay of the land, this site lent
itself to an outdoor theater. The
Pinchot’s used it often for theatri-



- eal productions, campaign gatlier-
‘Ings and picnics. The plaque at the
far end of the amphitheater marks
_the spot where the stage was set
“I-r dignitaries at the dedication

: ceremonies.
m the far end of the Reflecting
] 'is the “Bait Box.” This was
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built as a playhouse for Gifford
Bryce Pinchot who was called “Mr.

- Fish" by his father, because of his
keen interest in-fishing. The “Bait
Box™ now harbors a picture gallery
of important events in the life of
Gifford Pinchot as well as the
Dedication Ceremonies.

Other interesting features
around the house include a bust of
the Marquis de Lafayette set in a
niche on the second story facade of
Grey Towers, Ornamental eagles
and’ turkey, cast in lead and
mounted on marble pillars, decor-
ate the terrace at the front of the
house. Stone steps lead from the
terrace to the moat. Along the

~walkways are occasional mill-
stones from grain mills thut onte
flourished in the area. Oppaosite
the Commemorative Site is a
sugar maple tree which was plant-
ed by General William T..Sherman
about a century ago. The great
Civil War leader was a close friend
of the Pinchot family and a
frequent guest at Grey Towers.

In 1898 Gifford Pinchot was
named head of the Forestry Divi-
sion in the' Department of Agricul-
ture with a staff of 12 persons, 6
for clerical and 6 for scientific
work, Within 7 years, the number
of employees had increased to
more than 700, many of them
graduates of the newly established
forestry schools. In was in 1898
that the first field work was done
by U.S. Forestry employees. The
field work consisted of special
investigations in connection with
lumhering. .

, Around 1500, the Forest Con-
servation - Movement began to
expand greatly under the dynamic
leadership of Gifford Pinchot. The
next two decades saw the estab-
lishment of a forestry profession,
and the National Forest System
was developed and expanded.

The Yale Forestry School was’
-established in 1900, offering a -

graduate curriculum in forestry,
leading to a master’s degree.
Summer sessions were held in
Milford, on the Pinchot Estate and
in Forest Hall. o

Guests’ Home

-Architecturally, the

Richard Guest House on 208 East
High Street is a combination of the
Georgian and Federal periods and
perally described as “New Eng-

‘land Colonial.”

Built in the last quarter of the
1800's by James S. and Helen
Wallace, the original construction
was probably the two story...2
room deep building, the classic
style common in this area from the
early 1800's. The center hall; the
regular placement of the windows,
hold to the formality of this type of
_ Additions of the square bays on
the front and side.of the house,
and the single bay dormer gives
this house a distinctive character’
and interesting lines. The floor
length windows-on the first floor
are characteristic of the 19th
century. Large glass sliding doors,

and a stone patio have been added
to the Garden side of the house to
better view the colorful flower
beds and grounds..planned and
landscaped by William Heilemann
and enjoyed by future tenants,
This building has a clean unclut-
tered look. A dignity that time has
enhanced rather than diminished.

At one time the grounds were

encircled by an ornamental

wrought iron fence and gate.
Unlike many of the old Milford
homes, ownership was transferred

‘many times, and rented during the

summer months. This also applied

to the smaller two story building
on the rear of the property, which
has since been torn down. One of
the summer tenants of William

Heilemann, was John Mohrmann

and his daughters, Elsie =znd

Freds, of Brooklyn, New York.

They spent several summers vaca-

tioning in this home and like so

many of Milford's summer resi-
dents, Elsie and her late sister,

Freds, both retired teachers, -
moved here permanently, residing
on Broad Street. .

. Tracing the ownership, the re-
cords show that in March of 1881
the house and property were sold
to William and Sarah Hill; in June
of 1888, the Hill's sold to A.D. and
Hannah Brown. Next transfer was
in March 1889 when Mary B.
Hughes became the new owner
selling to Thomas and Elizabeth
Sykes, of Philadelphia in June of
1896. Mary E Hughes came into
possession July 1907, selling the
house once again to Thomas and
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Elizabeth Sykes in June of 1911,
Next owners were Harvard and
_Louise D. Burnett (May 1921);

William C and Ann Heilemann, in

September of 1945; sold to Jose-
phine Lutfy, and the present
owners, Richard B. and Miriam
Guest, took possession in May
1973. ..

Extensive interior renovations
were undertaken by the Tutfy’s
and the present owners.

The Guests’ Richard and Miri-
am, with their four children, Bruce
Karen, Kimberly and Kerry Lisa
came to Milford from Holmdel,
Monmouth County, New :Jersey.
Mr, Guest is an Executive with the
Kolmar Corporation.

Mrs. Violet Clune
informs us that Rudy Vallee and
his wife rented this house for
several summers. Also the John
Haley's and their three children,
Catherine, Ann and Margaret.
“They later moved to 5th and West
High Street. The Lew Kirchers,
who operated the “Windsor"”
(Judge School Building) and the

.Laurel Villa, rented the building

on the rear of the property.

The Harford

House

John H. Wallace owned it from
1837 until his death there in 1872.
It is located on Harford Street
between the Coachman's Inn and
the Gregory House and is reputed
to be over 200 years old, the oldest
house in the borough.

It features an 18th century wood

panelied dining or keep room,
much of it in its original green-blue
buttermilk paint; an original 18th
century center stairway; a late
18th century Federal sitting room
with original floors, moldings,
chair rails, doors, plaster, and a
finely decorated Federal mantel.
Upstairs the master bedroom and
sewing room have bgen restored
to cirea. 1790's. ,
* Mrs. Seimer, a former owner,
wrote in a letter to Mrs. K.M,
Depuy, “The-house and grounds
were there before the town was
laid out, so it stands as a monu-
ment to the village as it was in the
beginning.” Milford was laid out
by John Biddis in 1793, although
the villagé takes as its founding
date the year 1733. In the book
celebrating the bicentennial of
Milford, Mrs. Ethel Noyes Barkley
said that the house was built
originally by Robert Harford of
Philadelphia and was later owned
by Dr. Francis Smith who came to
this country with Lafayette. °



_ Mifs. Depuy says that in all the

" years she was growing up here she
heard that Lafayette had paid a.
visit to his old friend Dr. Francis
Smiith in Milford, and her under-
standing was that the visit had
taken place in the house we are
speaking of. She remembers that
both Mrs. Barkley and Mrs. Cahill,
who lived in the house next to|
Forest Hall, spoke very positively-
of this »isit. Furthermore, she was .
given a gown for the Historieal -
Society, and this is the note which
was in the box with the gown: The
blue satin dress with apron, lacel
cape and cap, worn.by Catherine’

* Camilla Broadhead, wife of Fran-

 cis Josephus de Aerts (afterwards

' changed to F.J. Smith) who came !
to America with Lafayette as a;
medical officer and surgeon. The
dress is supposed to have been':

“worn when Lafayette visited the !
family during or -afteg the war.
Kerchief and cap belonged to Ann
Searles, grandaughter of the Two |
above, sister of Eliza Ann Pinchet, |
wife of C.C.D. Pinchot. -

“The dress was inherited by Mrs. |
George Welton Warner of Bridge-
port, Conn. She had been Mary
Augustine Pinchot, only daughter
of the Cyrille Pinchots, who built
the Community House as their ;
residence. Her brother James was |
Gifford Pinchot’s father, and her
mother was a grandaughter of Dr.
Francis Smith. At any rate, Mrs.
Warner entrusted the gown to her
daughter, Elise Warner Poirier,
who is buried in the Milford Ceme-_ |
tery. Mrs. Poirier sent it to Mrs. |
Gifford Pinchot when the latter .
was in voor health, so it” was .

tucked away in a closet, Mrs.
Pinchat's daughter-in-law, Mrs.
Gifford Bryce Pinchot, came
across it and gave it to Mrs. Depuy
for the Historical Society.

" Beers' 1900 biographical history
of the northeastern Pennsylvania:
counties indicates that the elder
Dr. Smith lived in Smithfield,
down towards Stroudsburg, but
the 1886 Matthews history indi-
cates that his son, also Dr. Francis
Smith, did live in the Harford
Street House, and it is possible
that the Lafayette visit did take
place there, as it was closer to
New York. Aside from the note
with the gown there is no docu-
mentation of the Lafayette visit.

+_The present owner of the house,
“Chandler Saint, has traced. its
deeds back to 1797 and says that to
find deeds earlier than that you
would probably have to go to
Easton and search the records
there. He has generously shared
the results of his research with the
Study Group. = -~ " o

In 1797 John Biddss sold the
house to Andrew Apple; in 1802
Apple sold it to Charles P. Heath;
in 1808 Heath sold it to James
Barton; in 1819 Barton (ap inn-
keeper) sold it to Timothy Smith
who sold it in 1B19 to Dr. John
Sims, a physician. In those four
trafigactions there was one_lot.
only. Dr. Sims bought the lot hext
to it also, and in 1822 he sold the:
property to Daniel. Brodhead. In
1829 Brodhead sold it to John
Conkling and in 1830 Conkling, by
then a resident of Port Jervis, sold
it to Samuel Depuy. In 1835 Depuy
sold it (back?) to Danie) Brodhead,
and in 1837 Brodhead sold it to
John H. Wallace. John H. Wallace
died on Jan. 1, 1872, at age 67. In "
1875 John C. Wallace sold the
house to James H. Heller and
Helen E. {Wallace) Heller. In 1803
Ilelen Wallace Heller sold the
property, now back to onelot, to a
daughter, Helen Lanchantin,
through whom it came to her
daughters, Mrs. Helen Wissinger
and Mrs. Edna Seimer. When they
died, not many years ago, the
house was inherited by Edna's
son, William Seimer. He sold it to
Thomas Hanney of Mill Rift, who
hoped fo restore it and have it
open at certain times as 2 mu-
seum. When he did not have the
time to work on the project as he
had hoped, he sold the house to
Chandler Saint, the present
owner. .

Mr. Saint believes that the
house probably consisted . origi-
nally of two rooms down and two
rooms up and a sleeping attic.
Over the years rooms have been
added, the roof-line changed, a
six-foot central chimney removed
and replaced by smaller chimneys.
He says that the front chimney is
original, with the downstairs fire-
place originally used for cooking;
the door which he believes was the
original front door has a circa 1740
1ock. A newspaper The Eagle of
the North, first published in 1827,
and renamed The Northern Eagle
and Milford Monitor in 1828, was
supposed to have been printed in
the Jong addition at the rear of the
house by Dr, Francis Smith.
Chandler says that he can find no
evidence that there was ever a
printing room there, nor can he
find any evidence of there having
been a hiding place for escaping
slaves on the Underground Rail-
way, as has long been rumored.
The barn in back does have
shutters of a type that were closed

and used in the event of Indian .

attack, and he believes that it is
the only building in Milford to-
have such shutters: - -~ . |
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Harrington’s
‘The home and of-
fices of Dr. Joseph Harrington, 208
West Harford Street is believed to
date back to the mid 1800's.
The house has beer enlarged
and modernized. New windows,
dormers and - additions have
somewhat altered the original
symmetry. This home is typical of
the two story, two room deep (side
Hall) house, which appeared in this
area around 1800. - L
The living room still is lighted
by wide, floor length, shuttered
windows. The wide ‘wrap-around*
porch could tell tales of quieter
days when only horses and wagons
passed on 2 narrow dirt road.

A one time boarding house, and’
later a tourist home, this building-

provides ample quarters for Dr.
Harrington, his wife, Eileen and
their four children. Gisi. Ann
Marie, John, and Lisa. There are
six bedrcoms and a bathroom on
the second floor and two bedrooms
and a bath in the attic story. Dr.
Harrington’s professional suite is
“Jocated on the first floor, plus four
other rooms and two baths.
Very little could be found on the
pas¢ history of the Harrington
house. It was learned that a Judge
Charles DeKay Townsend, a New
York City Judge, built the house.
But for some reason did not live in
it until many years later. The
house stood vacant for several
years and acquired the doubtful
distinction of being haunted. Later
‘investigation showed that noisy

pipes were the culprits...not & ‘run -
of the mill, card carrying ghoat

* Judge Townsend had married
_Alice (Poillon) Harsell, a daughter
of Peter Poillon, of Milford. Mrs.

;Townsend had a son, Norman who -

"lived in the house on 110 East
‘Harford Street described by

. Architect Young as “American

Exuberant”. .
Virginia Mott Moore told Dr.
Harrington that her mother and

-

father were married in his living -

room, which would tend to
establish the fact that the house
was in existence around the mid

1800’s. It has had many ownmers',
before Dr. and Mrs. Harrington

took possession. Two - rev@on’t

owners whose names are

in Milford were Charles Quinn and

Lilliap Diehl - ~
{"During tne - ume wne Yale
Forestry School was being con~
ducted in Grey Towers and Forest
Hall, two members of the Yale
faculty became interested in this
property. A Professor Graves
bought the building, and his
associate, Professor Herman

Chapman rented from him. Lillian
Myer Duggan used to baby sit for

‘the Chapmans and when .they



géved;to Albuquerque, New
#Mexico for Mrs. Chapman'’s health,
Lillian accompanied. them. They

"‘have “remained fast . friends " .

;throngh?ut the years. ~ ..
* Hissam House

.* Mrs. Helen Van Vorst Hissam
‘owns a most interesting house
situated on Lot 452 at 108 West
.Ann Street. Her son David has
listened for years to old-timers on
both sides of his family, the
Titmans and the Hissams, and he
puts forth this theory about early”
Milford. : .
Long before the town was lnidi
_out by Jobn Biddis in 1793, the
" main-road in town came down
Christian Hill, went through some
of the present Pinchot land, and
followed the Sawkill Creek. (Cer-
tainly a lot .of the very oldest
homes, face the Sawkill). There
were three farms and three farm-
houses here, 50 .David’s theory
goes. One of the three farmhouses
was the Siemer house down on’
Harford Street. Another was on'
the site of the present Brookside
Villa but was not that same house;
the farmer who lived there even-
tuslly built the Emerson house
across the brook and moved into
it. The third farmhouse was locat-
ed either where 0. Howard
Wolfe's house is or where Glen
Musselwhite’s house is, but at any
rate it was the farmhouse of the
Wolfe farm. :
 The Hissam's house was built as
a tepant’s house for this last-
named farm. The road in front of
their house, leading up to the
farm, the present Ann Street, was
called French Lane. The Hissam
house dates back at least to 1798
and may be older. Old deeds were’
recorded in Philadelphis, but here
are the deeds recorded in Pike
County: Book 1, p.67, records that
on Dec. 16, 1811, Matthew Ridge-
way bought the property from
Matthew Kean. Then in Book 17,
.63‘,,there is some mention of a
o0ld Wikoff owning it in 1797,
“Deed Book 21, p. 517, records that
: bought Lot 452
in 1823 and paid $50 for it. He

owned it for thirty years and Mrs.
Hissam has a Leaming letter in her

ession. In 1853, according to°
g:esd Bdok 26, p.181, James H.
McCarty bought the property,
again for $50. On April 1, 1865,

McCarty and his wife, Liza S.; sold -

a property consisting of the His-
sam and Scneck buildings  to
Desire” Gulot for $1800. (The
Schneck house was made from a
barn or a carriage house adjoining
the Hissam house). Gulot, had a
disagreement with his wife
Honore and moved to Paris. His
attorney, by the name of Tarttar,
sold the house to John Gaillord on
Nov. 24, 1871, for $3500. Accord-

~ing to Deed Book 66, p.47, the
Mitchell “girls” Isabella and Mary
J., bought the house in 1870. Later
on Mary moved next door into the
present:Cole house, for she want-
ed to start a millinery shop. In the
late 1800's, Isabella added a front
porch to the Hissam, so that the
two houses'look somewhat similar
in the accompanying photograph.
James and Alice Mitchell owned
the house from 1912 to 1926, and
Pauline Findlay owned it from
1926 to '1932. The Benjamin V.
Hissams bought it in 1932; Mrs,
Hissam is the present owner,

The house has not been ¢hanged
much. Around the turn of the
century & second story was added
to the lean-to-kitchen on.the back
to provide another bedroom and a
bath upstairs. .n the 1930's, since
the house had only single plank

floors, pine floors were added.
Side windows were added around
the same time. In 1949, the front
porch that had been put on was
taken off. Three chimneys have
been taken off at the roof line.
Otherwise the house is pretty
much as it was originally built.
.The front of the house has
six-inch siding, the right side five
and a half, the left side four .inch,
and the back seven and a half inch.
David Hissam believes that one
took whatever width they happen-
ed to have at the saw mill on any
particular day. The slope of the
roof has an inward bow so as to
carry the water away from the
house, since they didn’t use gut-
ters then. This was known as a
Dutch roof. . k
The chimneys came only to the
first floor, as there were stoves in
each room downstairs and the
stovepipe went up through the
floor to & chimney of the second
floor so that the heat from the

stove pipe would warm the room _

upstairs. There are places for
three fireplaces, but they were
never built, although the dining
room has a nice old mantel. If one
goes down into the cellar, one can
see where special beam construe-
tion exists to support the fire- .
places that were never built. The
outside floor beams are hand-hewn
five by sevens; the center beams
are three by seven. The flooring
consisted of four, five, and ‘'seven
inch planks. - 7
There is a chair rail in both the”
kitchen and dining room. The
“bead” 'on the interior wood trim
attests to the house’s age. The
windows on the front and back of
the house are six over six, many
with the original glass. A center
staircase leads from the original
three rooms downstairs to the’
three original rooms upstairs. As
has been stated, the bedroom and
bath over the kitchen were added
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around 1900. The windows on the
second floor are nine inches from
the floor; the ceilings are seven
feet high. Downstairs the windows
are twenty-seven inches from the
floor and the ceilings are eight feet
l}lg“h. There is a cellar under the
living room only.. Its walls are
constructed of the stone taken
from the exeavation, with a small
amount of brick used in a special
square foundation under the front
door. The cellar floor was origin-
a!ly a dirt floor, of course, but has
since been paved.
.-tholl:e special piieleb ;! furniture in
e house is a solid cherry high
with original hardware hﬁdbo{
lovely sunburst carving on the
front. The Hissams have had this
family heirloom lovingly refinish-
ed, and it_is truly a museum
quality. They take pride in their
old home and its history and are
anxious  for its future preserva-
tion. )

The Howe House

East Broad Street and the
Sawkill Avenue are made up of all
old homes. This could easily guali-
fy for designation as a National
Historic District. Many of the
houses are being restored ...
fortunately without spoiling their
outstanding architectural fea-
tures. )

The Donald Howes’ home, situ-
ated on Broad Street and Goose-
berry Alley is one such home. It is
a house that has seen a lot of living
... and yethas withstood the test of
time. It has a sense of permanence
and quiet beauty, and stands as a
monument to the workmanship of
the builders of a past era.

In style, Joe Young, the archi-
tect, acting as advisor to the
Milford Architectural Study Com-
mittee describes it as “Connecticut
Colonial Farmhouse.” Plain and
unadorned ... its simplicity is a
tribute to its designer and builder,
Jacob S. Sanett and to the first
owner, Milton Dimmick.

Built in 1846, this house unfolds
a saga of the many families who
occupied it. When Milton Dimmick
took possession it was a typical
small framed farmhouse, like so

. many others of that period. How-

ever, over the years, additions
were made, and at times it was
occupied by two families at one
time. In 1853, Captain Oscar
Harold Mott and his wife bought
the house from Milton Dimmick.
Ownership later passed on to

; Cyrus Crissman and his wife in -
. 1856, Crissman also built and-
: operated a blacksmith shop on this .
" property. In 1858, Solomon New-~

man bought the house and sold it

.%o Louise C. Newman on January



29, 1896. Shortly thereafter,
Frank Schorr acquired the house
and property. In 1897 transfer of
title was made to Louise C,
Newman, by  Frank Schorr.
Wallace and Sara Newman bought
the house a few months later in
1897. Succeeding owners were
Alberta K. Rundel and her hus-
band, Lester V. Rundel; E.B.
Kintner and Eva Kintner, his wife;
and Clyde Kintner bought the
‘house with Albert Rundel and
'E.B. Kintner as trustees. Barton
V. Hillard was the next owner and
while he owned the house, it was
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Dudley
Ryman and Mrs. Ryman's sister,
Edith Vyse. Following this, the
Donald Howes' bought the house
from Mr. Hilard in 1955 and are
the present owners.

Of interest is the fact that Hank
and Carl Fieg, Janet Fieg Gregory
and Emma Walters were all born
in this house, children of Sara
Newmian Fieg. S

Charles and Laney Hannas
made this their brief home for a
time, and it' was during their
tenancy that Hank Fieg married
Carolyn Hannas. s

The J u.vdge School

Lovers of Victorian architecture
take delight in the large rambling
house across from the Catholic
rectory in Milford. The building
has been divided into six apart-
ments, and jhe red town houses on
the left of the property are recent
additions, but at one time the
house with its five lots was the
luxurious summer home of William
Armstrong and his family,

William Armstrong was the
grandfather of Mabel Donald and
the great-grandfather of Jean-
nette Donald Hanna. The present
writer got in touch with Jeanette
Hanna, who was at one time
among the descendants who inher-
ited the big old place. When she
was. 3 very small child, all the
Armstrong relatives still used to
spend their summers there.

" " She believes that the house was

completed around 1898. William
Armstrong was a highly successful
New York builder. Jeanette states’
that he built Washington Market
in the city and also an addition. to
the Museum of Natural History,
among his many other projects.
Having made his fortune, he could
afford to build his summer home in
Milford as lavishly as he desired.
By 1926 the family heirs were no
longer interested in keeping the
place and sold it for a time to
Harold M. Winsor. The latter was
an excellent chef who ran the big
establishment as a first-class ho-
tel, the Winsor. For a brief time it

was the most fashionable place to .
. stay in Milford, but by 1930 Mr,

Winsor once again relinquished
the property to the Armstrong
heirs to satisfy a mortgage. In
1941 the heirs, which now ineluded
Jeanette and William Hanna, sold
the property to Margaret Duer
Judge for $5,000. That sum would
not even have paid for the roof on-
the house, but the upkeep and
taxes “ad become too great a
burden to bear. - .

For almost twenty-five years .

Mrs. Judge ran the place as a
home for retarded children. She
was able to keep the place up very
wellindeed, bothinsideandoutside.
Some of her plantings of rhodo-
dendrons and azaleas still survive.
However, with the coming of new
state regulations she was compell-
ed to close her school. In 1967 Mrs.
Edith Gregory bought the proper-
ty from Mrs. Judge's estate. In
1969 Mrs. Gregory sold the house
and three lots to Donald and
Elizabeth McKay. In 1971 she sold
them the remaining two lots.

The present owners are Lee and
Nancy Palmer; they bought the
big house from the McKays in
1972, Mr. Palmer reporis that it
was the McKays who had “the
town-houses built, although it was.
Mr. Palmer's company which actu-
ally constructed the modular u-
nits. At the present time the
Palmers own four lots. The town-
houses occupy the front half of two
lots, but the Palmers own the rear
halves of those two lots as well as
the three on which the large house
stands. - s

Mr. Palmer estimates that the
original house must have had
about thirty rooms. He could not
say whether the bathrooms had
‘been part of the original house or
‘whether they h.d been installed
‘later. He did find pipes that had
‘provided gas for illumination at an

earlier time. (As the old-timers

know, a facility for manufacturing
illuminating gas once stood some-
where behind the present Borough
Building, and Milford had gas
lamps to light the streets).
Joseph Young, the Seranton
architect who advises the Archi-
tectural Study Committee, de-
scribes the old Armstrong man-
sion as “wild” Victorian. Certainly
it could not be duplieated today.
Though it's a costly building to
keep up, one can hope that it will
continue to find owners who are
interested in preserving it. -

‘Klaer’ House

According to. research by the
Junior Historians, the original
portion of the Myer house was
built around 1815 . hy James S.
Wallace. The -older, smaller one
and a bhalf story farmhouse ap-
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pears to be an addition at the back
of the imposing structure which
faces Ann Street. However, many
interior details attest to the earlier
period of this part of the house::
the wide plank floofing, six panel
doors, and exposed beams.- The
windows are six panes over six
and upstairs the low windows are
six over three. L

Two~ arched brick fireplaces
share the same chimney and open
into adjoining rooms. The larger
fireplace still has its iron cooking
arm and is located in what was the
dining room. The cellar kitchen
was directly below in a surpris-
ingly spacious room with high
stone walls, thick beams, and an
outside entrance. A dumb-waiter

lifted the food wp ‘to: the dining
room. Even so, the narrow. cellar-
steps’ are deeply bollowed, from
years of use. e

During the 1800's, the property

.changed hands nine times. The
names are unfamiliar, and it seems
likely that the house was rented at
lnast nart of the time. The ‘Milford. .
Dispateh’ dated 1903 notes .that

~*J.C. Westbrook, Jr., will move
from the (George) Mitchell house
on Ann Street to the house on the'
corner of Ann and Third Streets,
which he has recently purchased,”
{the R. Forsythe house). ..~ .

Architectural styles in the later
ninteenth century  reflected the
romanticism of the period; people
also wanted their homes to ex-
press a feeling of status. -The Myer ~
house is an example of one of the
many small plain houses which fell
“victim” to a Victorian moderniza-
tion in the form of an impressive.
and fashionable addition.

The lavishly spindled porches
and fish-scale shingles indicate the.
addition was probably built after
1870 when builders began using a
lathe, and the textured look was
“in.” The entryway has sidelights
with three panes above the door.
The large windows are nine panes
chandaliers, have been retained by
over six. The center hall opens to
two large rooms each with =
mantel where a parldr stove once
provided heat. One ceiling is
intricately patterned, and mold-
ings are generous throughout.
Three mantels in the older part of
the house, two of which surround
the old brick fireplaces, were
probably added at the same time.
Many of the’original furnishings,
including paintings and exquisite
chandaliers, have beenr etained by
the Mvers. - T

In 1914 Maria (pronounced
Ma ri’ a) Bull Klaer moved back to -
Milford” from - Stroudsburg after
the death of her husband, John
Klaer.: She.acquired the-house on .-
Ann Street and lived there with -
her sister, Hulda Bull. Her four
children, Anna, Harvey, Clarence, °



the few homes in the area made
with the blue-grey stome (Grey
Towers is another) which was used

and Bertha, were pursuing their
careers. Harvey Klaer was.a
Presbyterian minister, Anna .

primarily for building in New York
City. The fireplace chimney is
at a private school in New York uniquely patterned using a com-
City. After her retirement Anna bination of bluestone fnnd brick.
Klaer lived in Milford with her There is also the interesting
mother and her aunt. - addition of a small parapet on the
Anna Klaer was an industrious top of the roof which can be
and self-reliant woman whose reached by an attic stairway. The
interests included organic garden- design was copied from- the Bluff
ing and health and nutrition. She’ House, which boasted a similar but .
wrote in one of her many books on Jarger parapet, or walkway, 'offer-’ .
these subjects, “To lengthen thy ing the guests a panoramic view 0
life, lessen they meals,” a saying the Delaware. .The Bqurmqqe*
which is still appropriate today! children were delighted with their
In 1965 the Klaer house passed own private playhouse in the sky.
to Maria and John Klaer's great- .- PaulBournique, born and raised
grandaughter, Kathyrene Klaer in Milford, was tl}erfeventh of ten
Myer and her husband, Gregory. children <of : Desire:- and Enﬂlxo!
Their spacious home easily accom- Loreaux Bourmqug. Desire Bour-‘
modates their family of five boys. nique came to 1.hl.5 country ;Irom_
Like all families who live in Lorain, France, in 1847, as A
“historic” houses, they've enjoyed young man. He arrived in Milford
puzzling over the mysteries in 1863 where he began the‘?qz‘a.mal.-
unique to 109 Ann .Street. Who facture of silver wau:hcases: em-;
was “Lizzy Onderdonk R" who ploying about 75 operators in his,
scrated her name in the parlor factory. His original homestead
windowpane in such perfect pen- was on Harford Street where thd’
manship? What does the beautiful Sunoco Station is now, and his
carved and decorated inscription factory was behind his house
“Mintlaw” represent? Who was hardering the allev. .. o e
“Lizzie Bull,” the young girl who Emilie Loreaux was born n
signed and dated her school slate ‘New York City in 1836 and came o
in June, one hundred and six years Pike County with her parents ?
? twelve brothers and sistersit
The Myers have, of course, 1849, Her father, who ser:4n
added their personal touch to their under Napoleon Boneparte, }:Sg
home as each pgeneration did previously purchased 160 acres'?
‘before thém, but they have been Dingman Township, cleared ﬂl
.carefyl to preserve the character. small part. and settled his rela*
ahd charm ‘of their lovély-home,’ tives from France on the farm. He
‘and ‘thereby of the ‘entireé com- "gave up his successful import
munity. ; - "business in the city to settle here
where he established a new busi-
-ness, a brewery. .
. Emile and Desire’ were married
in Hoboken, N.Y. in 1855, and,
.although they lived most of their
who resided in the town. Dr. and “lives here, they saw three of their
Mrs. Harvey Klaer’s house, for " six remaining children return to
‘example, was built by Paul Bour- ¢ the city. They did not live to see
nique, the manager of “Bluff ‘ their son, Paul, marry Catherine
House,” a famous hotel and sum- : Wells, the youngest daughter of
mer resort in Milford in the late Henry B. Wells and Phoebe De-
1800's and early 1900's. , Witt Wells. H.B. Wells was the
Paul Bournique and Catherine proprietor of the Bluff House and
Wells Bournigue, his bride, built one of Milford's most respected
their home in 1898 at the end of businessmen, whose story will
East Ann Street on property take another chapter. )
adjoining the Bluff House. A tile in After his marriage fo Kittie
the fireplace bears that date. The Wells, Paul Bournique became the
Bournique house represents one of manager of the Bluff House and
a variety of styles from the continued in that capacity after it
Victorian era. Devoid of most was inherited by the four Wells
fanciful detals common to that sisters in 1906. Catherine assisted
pericd, the house does retain- -with the hotel, was active in her
many French Gothic elements. "church, and enjoyed horseback
Notable among these are the tall, riding in" addition to raising a
arched, foiled windows, the ribbed- family.
window vaults, and t‘!‘e high The Bournique children, Paul
arched gables. One of its most and Mildred, loved growing up in
distinctive features is_the first the resorl business. The Biuff
.story «'.:onst,ruct,it‘);:j ofthBellllgga?net.' ) ‘House had tennis courts, a Iargg
which was quarried in S &l ] utdoor pavillion, an
Parker’s‘G]%n. Shohola. It is one of “ballroom, an o P

Klaer taught school in New Jersey”
and Bertha Klaer taught elocution

Mildred Bournique Klaer. .
Many of the important architee-
tural structures in Milford are
related to prominent merchants
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‘nearby on the Sawkill, a foveiy

Picnic area called “The Gien™

Where guests and neighbors en-

Joved swimming, hiking, and in
the winter, skating. At that time
before automobiles became popu. -
lar, people vacationed for the
entire summer bringing their
enormous trunks of clothing (no
Quiana knits wash ‘o wear in
1900). The Bluff House was a
frequent vacation spot for movie
starts - does 'anyone remember
Francis X. Bushman, or Beverly
Bane?. .

In 1920 the Bluff House was
sold. During the next several
years Paul Bournique served as

- President of the Milford Bank. He
was widowed in 1928 and -his
children married and moved away.
Mildred and her husband, Harvey
Klaer, lived in Owego, N.Y. before
she and her children returned to
Miliord in 1944 while her husband
was in the service. In 1948 the
house where Mildred- Bournique
Klaer was born became hers. The
Klaers raised their children there,
and they, like their mother, were
delighted with their playhouse in
the sky.

Kiger‘ H9uée

The Milford Architectural Study
Committee have spent a great deal
of time researching Milford
houses, yet it is often difficult to
pinpoint just who built a certain
house and in what year. The house
belonging to Georgiana Kiger, on

-foster Hill, is a ¢case in point. It is
seep in the accompanying photo

“and is the subject of this sketch.

Though Mrs. Kiger and the pre-
. sent writer traced the deed back
to 1870, one still cannot be sure
just what structures were on the
property when it was sold. One
can only conjecture that the house
began as a small farmhouse, that it
has been remodeled and added on
to over the years. .
-Certainly it is a fine, solidly-
built structure, almost certainly
over one hundred years old, and
therefore merits preservation.
Mrs. Kiger believes that a central
stairway was moved at one time,
that formerly one faced the main
stairway as one entered the front

_door. Now a series of columns

support the ceiling where the
stairway may have been. The
Kigers themselves made changes
in the house, including adding &
fireplace to a once-chilly sunroom,
The exterior of the house, how-
ever, has not been changed within
the memory of John Santos,and he
has known the place since he was a

-boy. The old-timers do remember

when there was a barn on the
property. It was torn down many



years ago. A two-car garage was
built at a later period. i
One of the former owners, Mr.
John P.M. Joseph, was a retired
landscape architect. Mrs. Kiger
states that it was he who laid out
‘the grounds, and one of the nicest
features of the property is the way
in which ‘the hillside has been
terraced and laid out in lawn, beds
and borders. Bird-feeders attest to

the further outdoor interests of
the present owner.

The section of Foster Hill where
the Kiger house is located is
referred to in the deed books as
Eldred’s addition to the town. Just
running through the virious own-
ers from 1870 to the present time
does not really cover all the people
who have lived in the house, for
ofien a2 house was rented rather
than bought. Nevertheless, it may
be of interest to note that in 1870,
Anna and Edwin Eldred sold the
property to Vineent Runyon of
Blooming Grove; in 1873 he sold it
to Louis Rochotte; in 1900 Margar-
etta Rochotte received the proper-
ty through her husband's will; she
sold the place in 1911, to Mary
Franeis Rogers; the latter, along
with her husband William A.
Rogers, sold it to John P.M.
Joseph in 1912; in 1921, John and
Emily Joseph sold it to George H.
Gibbs and Ethel B. Gibbs; in 1928
the. Gibbses sold it to Barbara
E.Braun; in 1937 John Eckes
bought it from Barbara Braun’s
estate; in 1946 Corinne J. Eckes

- bought it from John Eckes’ estate;
in 1947 Georgiana and Charles
Kiger bought it from Corinne and
Henry Eckes. R

Old-timers will remember that

Ethel B. Gibbs at one time also-

owned the Dimmick Inn, as well as
the house just below the Dimmick
Inn on Harford Street. The latter
house used to stand where the
Milford Bank now stands; it was
moved to make room for the
building of the bank.

To return to the Kiger house,
we might mention that its hillside
location offers a lovely view of the
town below and of the Jersey hills
in the distance. All together it is a
charming house, both inside and
out. It rightfully belongs in the
roster of fine old Milford homes.

Kurz Insurance Building

Centre Square provides a very
attractive front yard for the John
Kurz Agency, located on Broad
and High Streets. -

The Building, simple and un-
adorned, has good clean cut lines.
If there ever was any ornamenta-
tion on the building, it has long
since been removed. Small paned
piciure windows give ample light
for the agency staff...and still

remain the charm of another era.
Black shutters flank the second
story windows, and the twin doors
with their interesting caps-wel-
come all comers. ) .

The final touch is the simply-de-
signed white railing, topped with
flowering window boxes, which
are set parallel to the front of the
building. A most effective decor-
ation and together with the
landseaped grounds, it gives a
warm friendly feeling to everyone
‘who stops here. .

The offices " housed in this
building combine efficiency with
charm. The low ceilings and large
field stone fireplace easily combine
with modern office furniture and
equipment and the result is very
pleasing.

No one looking at this attractive
office would ever suspect that it
was a laundry in the early 1900’s,
and owned and operated by
Roscoe.and Ethel Gourlay. Where
typewriters and computers now
stand, there were once big
wooden tubs filled with steaming
water and soap sudes. A wood
stove, going all the time, kept a
phalanx of flat irons ready for
ironing. Windows were impene-
trable...made opaque by the
constant steam from the boiling
water. - .

It was the hotels and the
summer residents that kept this
laundry going almost round the
clock. To keep up with the work,
the Gourlays- would hire many
local residents to help them. A-
prime example of how the Hotel
Industry affected the economy of
the area. It provided work for
almost every family, in one way or
another.

This building, like many of the-
other old homes in Milford, now
converted to business uses, is a
prime example of the adaptability
of tie old homes to changing
noeds. .

According to people who re-
member, the exterior of this
house, are much the same as when
it was built. The portion of the
house (to the right} with a flatter
roof, is apparently a later edition,

as shown by the different ceiling
heights and floor levels. At one
time this was probably a duplex
house. )

With the growth of the insurance
business, partitions between the
two sections were removed and
the whole building is now being
used. )

The earliest records found go
back to 1903, but it is believed
that this building was built in the
middle or late 1800's. After the
Gouray's ownership was taken
over by Lloyd Buchan. He sold to
FXP Huddy, a lawyer in 1918. Mr..
Huddy, lived in the Brupbacher
house and he converted this
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building into law offices from
which he carried on his practice.
The George Bartons and the
Andy Middaughs, together with
quite a few well known local
people, at one time or another
rented and lived in this building.
Dorothy Stroh. Tisdale, Attorney
rented the house and later bought
and.lived in it, in 1934. She used
the first floor for her law offices.
Present owners, Jolin Kurz,

- bought the property in 1955...but

it wasn't easy. This was not one of
your usual ‘run of the mill'
methodical closings. The events
leading to this in August 1955...the
year of the famous flood....are*very
interesting and unusual.

The Kurz, Johnnie, Adelaide

" and'Gérry; Were visiting Iriends in

" Danbury, Connecticut. Their
friends were urging them to stay a
few more days. However, with the
closing scheduled forAugust 20th,
Kurz's lawyer was urging him to
come home. As the weather was
bad and it was pouring, the Kurzs
decided to return home and start-.’
ed on their way. That this decision

‘turned out to be-fortunate, was
borne out when they learned that~
the pizza parlor they frequented
with their friends every night, had
been washed away in the Danbury
flood with the loss of several lives
and missing persons! .

Getting home, however, still
posed a challenge with bridges and
roads washed away. Milford was
in a state of emergency. As soon as
he got home, John Kurz joined the
Milford Firemen in rescuing flood
victims; settling claims; providing
food for stranded tourists and
familiés .who had been forced to
evacuate.

Eventually, however, the clos-~
ing took place and the building is
an attractive asset to the business
District and the community.

Note: Once more the Architect-
ural Study Committee is appealing
to anyone who has facts pertaining
io the old homes in Milford. Only
in this way will the full story of the .
interesting old homes be fully
revealed. : ' K

In regard to the John Kurz'
Agency Building, one source in-:
formed us that at one time the:
building was used as a lock up or!
jail. During Roswell Palmer's ten:-
ure of Pike County Sheriff, he"
gave a key to the jail, to John'
Supplee. : :

Apparently this was a practice
in the 1800’s as we find mention of :

[George Buchanan using the cellar

of the tavern for” vagrants, ete.”

Also Thomas Rose kept people in

his cellar. Probably homes in the

vicinity of the jail (then the court
house) were used when necessary.

Any information to sustantiate
these theories will be appreciated. .



The Milford Architectural Study .
Committee is grateful to Mrs.’

Heleo Hissam for some added

information on the Kurz Insurance

Agency Building. She tells us that

Frank Gassman carried on his

Plumbing business here. She also

remembered that Rod Quick was
- a one time tenant in this house.

Laurel Villa Lodge

-The Laurel Villa
Lodge is one of the five buildings
making up the Laurel Villa com-
plex, which covers 10 boro lots on
the eastern border of Milford
Boro, . i
The Lodge stands tall and
proud, four stories high, unadorn-
ed except for the attic dormers
and decorative porch railing which
encircles two sides of the hotel.
Giant maples on Ann and Second
Streets shade and soften the
building. They provide comfort for
summer guests who come to relax
and enjoy this rural setting.

Other buildings are the famous
Laurel Villa Casino with its bar
and large banquet hall. The bath-

ing pavilion, the laundry building

and the annex. - .

-The Lodge, built in Februrary,
1876, has had several owners...the
Meinke's; Bohlen's Kirchers; Dos-
chers and presently, the Muhlhau-

sers. :

It was under the progressive
management of Herman and Anna
Doscher and the Muhlhausers that
the greatest additions and im-
provements have been made.
Rooms were modernized, with
each room having its own private
bath, It was the first place in
Milford to install air conditioning.

The Casino .with its bar and
large banquet hall was built to
accomodate large parties and to be
used as a recreation hall for
guests. It is a favorite' gathering
place for local and area parties and
for the bus parties that come daily
from all over the Northeast to
enjoy the modern swimming pool,

good food and entertainment of--

fered by the Villa. Music every
week end by a name band is an
attration for summer and local
residents of the entire Tri-States
. Area. .

Modernization and adapting to
changing recreation patterns has
kept Laurel Villa from the decline
suffered by many other Boarding
Houses and hotels which were
built in the same era. 4 tribute to
its owners. ’

The “Marguerite”

The “Marguerite” formerly lo-
cated on Sawkill Avenue was
another of Milford’s -well known
boarding houses. It was built in
stages, the original building

, probably started in the 1880’s. It

wa9 built by Richard E. and Mabel
Struthers Humbert, on land given
to them by Mrs. Humberts' family;
the Struthers. The Humberts
ecame from Brooklyn.

. Beginning as a two story
building with large attic and vine

.covered front porch, it soon

proved too small for the boarders
who clamored to come to the house

. along the Sawkill and enjoy food

fresh from the garden and rustic

, country living.

.. - In 1910, half the boarding house
“was destroyed by fire. 1t was
“rebuilt, adding a third story and

attic. It is not quite clear whether
the large wing with its twin
turrets were added at this time or
later. This addition lent the

‘boarding house a distinctive

architectural style. The added
conveniences, represented in the
large dining room and bathrooms,
provided welcome comfort for the
guests. The wide portico and large
'wrap around’ veranda offered
guests their favorite relaxation...a
place to sit and rock, and enjoy the
brook and their rustic surround-

gs.
. -The Humberts had four child-.

ren, Mabel, Marguerite, Robert
and Lucy{who died in infancy).
The . Hotel was named after

:Marguerite (Peg) who married

Hugh Astlett. They made their
home in Haleyon, in Dingman
Township, the estate now occupied
by Robert Humbert, his wife,
Eleanor, and son, Bobi.

After 1925, the business was"

sold to Hary Dranow. Mr. Dranow
installed a handball court and a

_swimming pool. Following his

ownership, the hotel was operated
by the Pleshetle family dand they
changed the name of the hotel to
. the “Colonial”. Later ownership
. was acquired by the Rackmills
owners of Malibu Ranch.
The Colonial closed in 1940 and
was in a sSevere state of
deterioration when it burned to

the ground on a bluslery cold night
in the winter of 1967. '
Masonic Building
-Believing that the
nain road to Port Jervis would go
jown 4th Street, John H. Wallace
built his 3%: story brick building
{now the Masonic Hall) on this
street over 100 years ago.
The first floor was used for a
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general store. It is believed that
the upper stories were used for
storing supplies. According to
some sources, it is reported there
was an opening on the 3rd floor
where supplies could be hoisted
for storage or lowered into waiting
wagons for deliveries.

(it was bought by the Masonic
Order many years ago and is used
as a meeting hall for their
organization and for the Order of
the Eastern Star. When the
Malhame Vestment Company was
founded by the late David
Malhame, Sr., the store section
was used as their base of
operations.

John Carey, PH.D., of the
Départment of History, Lehigh
University describes this building
in his history “Study of the
properties in the Tocks Island
National Recreation Area™ as an
“Interesting example of 19th
Century -store architecture. A
kind of architecture which, in
itself, is fairly ungraceful.”

In direct contrast to this
opinion, Joe Young. Seranton
Architect and advisor to the
Milford Architectural Study Com-
mittee admires the building as an
“Authentic Commercial Victorian
Building. :

And so....readers may take their
choice.

McTernan Home

Located directly across from the
Milford Memorial park, on the
corner of Catherine and Fifth
Street, the home of Hugh
McTernan is much the same as it
was when it was built in 1857, for
its first owner, James Watson.
The only renovations made by the
present owner was to make the
upstairs windows smaller and
install a picture window overlook-
ing the park.

It is possible that the rear two-
stories were a later addition, but
this could not be verified.

Distinctive features of this’
landmark home are the fish scale
shingles on the third story, and the

squared off dormers. Also the
first floor bay windows with their
decorative wood molding and
window trim, giving this home
character and charm.

After Mr. Watson'’s tenancy,
ownership was scquired by James
Quinn jn 1873. At & Sheriff's Sale
in 1885 this nine room house was
purchased by George & Catherine
H. Horton. The next owner was
Mrs. Josephine Lattimore, who
bought the house and lot for
$500.00 in 1909. She, in turn,
willed the property to her
daughter, Florence E. Lattimore.



On the 21st of May 1946, Amy
Rinckhoff bought the property
“from Miss Lattimore and lived
there until 1966. John Rinckhoff,
her son, and executor of her
estate, sold the house to the
present owner, Hugh McTernan,
October 21st, 1966.

The spacious house is well
preserved. It has an air of
permanence and dignity....earned
over the years by adapting to
different modes of living from the
Victorian Era to the present day
modern. .

Milford Elementary School:
The Milford Elementary School,
built in 1904 posSesses “no archi-
_Lectural significance™ ... according
to Joe Young, Scranton architect
and adviser to the Milford Arthi-
tectural Study Committee. How-
ever, he noles that the use of blue
stone Mnakes it distinctive. This
plus cupola and gable, and the
second slory windows (center
bank) ‘give the school an air of

dignity and character ... a contrast .

1o some modern schools of today.
The entrance was Jormerly of

blue stone but had to be changed

on mandate by the state, to meet

fire safety regulations:- = . .
The bluestone; used was -quar-
* Fied in the county. Some of it Irom’
a quarry on the {qmenghén;‘l:!sl
ileau property. in  Din
g?v:. ) akfngp(tehg Dwarfskill and
presently owned by, Marcel Vao
Lierde. .« -

Milford Field Club

-The Milford Field
Club was first organized in 1909.
The primary purpose of the club at
the time of its inception, was the
promotion of the sport of tennis.
At this time, the game of tennis
was just beginning to gain
popularity and was fast attaining
its present position as the most
universai sport in the world. It
was only natural that Milford, a
growing, prospering summer re-
sort, should hdve some organiza-
tion to sponsor this game.
During the organization and
operation of the Milford Field Club
many men stand out as pioneera in
this movement. They were:
Norman Harsell; Lancelot W.

Armstrong; F.B. Bournique; War-
. ren Chol; J.C. Hesdorfer; Gerald

‘Lewis; Frank LeCompte; T.B.
Morse; N.G. Palmer; A.W. Ram-
sen, A.B. Sullivan; . Leo W.
Wertheimer; August Keil; and
John C. Zimmermann.

The land at Sixth and Catharine
Streets, where the Club and courts
were built, was originally leased
from Amos and Gifford Pinchot.

“ The Pinchot's were enthusiastic

supporters of the Milford Field
Chub. Four clay. courts and a
modern club house was built on
the property. (Presen} site of
Edith Gregory's house) ,
But tennis was not the om
diversion for members. The social
side was quite as important, and
the club house was the scene of
many enjoyable teas, dances and
card parties. On the lawn in the

“ rear of the club house were clock

golf; croquet amd other 'games.
Residents_ of Milford recall how
gay and happy a social center the
Field Club was in those days.
The courts were open to visitors
by the day, week, month or year.
Terms per set of Tennis, each
player 10 cents. Per day, 35 cents.
Per week, $1.60. Two weeks,
$2.76. One month $6.00 Each
additional member of the family,
$2.00 Yearly membership, Gentle-
men, $7.00; Ladies, $6.00. Each

- additional membex: of the family,

$2.00. ‘

. Tennis tournaments were held

‘every August for the Delaware
Valley Championships. They were
‘sponsored by the Field Club which
was operating under the auapices
of the United BStates National
Lawn Tennis Association.

Many of the Tennis ‘Greats’ of

.Vthe day, Bil! Tilden, Don Budge,

Frances Hunter, Percy Keniston

. and Ceeil Donaldson came - to

Milford to play in the tourna-
ments. Accomodations offered
visiting players were provisions
for showers and locker rooms.
Meals and lodging were provided
by the Temnis Tournament Com-
mittee at various hotels for a $2.00
‘per day. No wonder they were
called the “Good Old Days!”

The Field Club was such a model
of organization and cooperative
effort that it drew much outside
attention. Several prominent peri-
odicals devoted space to its
success, and Mr, Fred Hawthorne,
well known tennis authority, made
a special visit to Milford to see
what had been done,’ '

Spalding's Athletic Library al-
lotted a complete chapter in its
volume for tennis to an article
outlining the perfection of the club
as a model for similar ventures in
other resgrts.” (

As such, the club prospered and
was a huge suceess for the first 6
years. From 1916 to 1918 came a
period of decline.- However, 1919
witnessed a revival of the club,
and several new supporters were
found. For the next three or four
years, the Field Club was once
more its old self and was
patfonized by both young and old.

" For a while, the intereat of a few
individuals kept the Field Club a
going concern, but it lacked the
brilliant social side ao characteris-
tic of it in the ‘earlier years,

" However, it still remained the

tennis center of this region, It
drew town support and remained
an indispensable attraction for the
summer season. Several attempts
were made to completely revive
the old organization, but these
proved ineffectual, )
The revival, unfortunately was

‘short lived, and about 1923, the

breakup of the old organization
came about, The tremendous
growth of golf and the increase of
other outside attractions diverted
the interest of many of the
members, :

The Miliord Inn

‘Built in the late 1800's, the
Milford Inn was one of the show
taces in Milford. The beautifullg
dscaped grounds were set of

by ornamental wrought iron fen-
ces and gates. Two tiered foun-
tains splashed into a large pool,
bordered with flowers. Flowers
outlined the curving flagstone
walks thru the gardens. ’
* According to sources contacted

‘hv the Milford Architectural Stu-

y Committee, the original build-
ing (corner Ann and Fourth
Streets) was the private home of &
Doctor Armbruster, Later it was
converted into a hotel. Character-
istic of the period, - was the.
decorstive molding and the large
bay window with floor length
French doors. Also the cupola on
the original building singled the
house out as belonging to people of

. aeans. .

Henry and Mabel Cotterill oper-
ated the hotel in 1916. Around
1916-1918, Mr. and Mrs. Fulvio
Piergeorgi came from Hot Sp-
rinis. Georgia and assumed own-
ership. The Piergeorgi's had three
children, Louise, Tony and Virgin-
ia (now Mrs. Benner). A wing was
added to the original building to
accomodate more guests. In the
summer season a T piece orchestra
played in the large casino, A large
basement kitchen kept the owners
and a large staff busy preparing
food for the guests who would
come for several weeks, or stay for
the summer. °

The three Gezebos on the
grounds were not only ornamen-
tal, but popular with .the hotel
guests. Only one remains to-day.
This is situated on the corner of
Apple Alley and Fourth Street. It
stands ds a reminder of times past
when life was more leisurely. Of
interest is the fact that under one



of the summer housés there was -
an ice house. The ice was cut from
Sawyer’s Sawkill Pond and stored
in a ceflar under the Gezebo. This

was reached through a trap door in
the floor of the building. It
augmented 2 other ice houses in
the rear of the Inn. ’

After operation of the Inn by a
succession of managers, Jules and
Ernestine Calestini purchased the
Milford Inn in the 1930°s. They
operated the Inn for many years
until fire destroyed & large rear
section of the building. r it
was rebuilt, the Calestini’s con-
‘verted the building into apart-
ments, leaving just the bar operst- .
ing in the rear of the building. A °
casualty of the fire was the
decorative cupola on the original
part of the building. This was not
replaced. e
Misenhelder

House
‘The- “Misenhelder

House” was well known in the
“Hey day" of the Boarding Houses.
It was famous for its food and
hospitality provided by the own-
ers, Phillip and Bridget Misen-
helder from 1919 to 1953. After
Mr. Misenhelder's death, Mrs.
Misenhelder provided only lodging
for guesis until her passing in
1959, ) L

The first State Police assigned
40 the Milford area were lodged
here. Their horses were kept ‘in
the large barn built by Phillip

Misenhelder and locited in the
rear of the boarding house.

Originally this building was'

lIocated on the West Side of Broad
Street and John (in the front
section of the property now owned
by Warner M. Depuy). It served as
the office and residence of a Dr.
Schummell(?). Dates painted on
the cellar stairway state: “Com-
pleted June 21st, 1827"..giving
this house a long history of
service. -

Phillip Misenhelder bought the
building from the McLaughlin
Family in 1912, It was moved tb its
present site on John Street, in two'
parts. The smaller section at that
time was only one story. A second
story was added after the house’
was moved to its new location.

In. 1928 another addition was”
made to the original structure.
This contained twelve bedrooms
with hot and cold water in each”
room; five bath rooms and & large’

kitchen. With this addition, the ,

house could accomodate 50 guests. ;.
The Misenhelder family sold the '

house, and the property on which

it was situated, to Howard and

“Kathieen Eberhard in_1962. The
Eberhards renovated the interior
to meet the needs of a nursing
bome, They operated the Milford
‘Convalescent Home until selling to,
the North" American Medical "
Centers, Incorporated of King of
Prussia, Pennsylvania. A
. This building is another example
of hoiw the old homes in Milford
lend themselves to expansion and
conversion to business purposes.
Even more remarkable when it is
considered that the original part of
this house built in 1827, is still in
productive use. S IC
Muhlhauser Home
Distinctive in architectural
style, the Carl Muhlhauser's house
on West Ann Street and Rasp-
berry Alley is an imposing home.
It has an air of stateliness and
dignity not found in to-day's
construction, which is designed to
save labor and for more casual
living. Timeless in design, this
‘house is as attractive now as when
‘it was built in 1901.
‘" The large rooms; ample closet
-and pantries; bigh ceilings all
‘make for ‘living room’ too costly to
:reproduce to-day, The tiled fire-
places with their specially design-
ed mantle pieces witg fluted
pillars; the leaded glass windows;
geeo’ rative molding and beautiful
woodwark are the ‘crowning jew-
els’ of this house built for Clinton

0. Armstrong by Henry Canne.

- Architect was T.I. Lindsey, Mid-

dletown, New York.

QOutstanding is the ash wood,
stairwell and staircase with its
wide landin§s. highlighted by re-
fiections of light thru the stained
glass windows, which overlaok the
stairs. The effect is dramatic, and
made the perfect setting for
wedding pictures of the Muhl-
hauser’s daughter Marian.

Carl Muhlhauser (Senior) is the
second owner of the house, having
bought it in 1952 from Max
Armstrong, son of Clinton Arm-
strong. The records Mr. Muhlhau-
ser has in his possession are the
original records made up by the
architert, Mr. Armstrong and his

" builder. There are nine separate
contracts, spelling out in meticu-

" lous detail, each step of the

construetion with each contractar.
Of interest is the Mason's agree-
ment calling for an 18" wide
foundation and 5 cellar partitions
of brick, the center partition to be
8" wide. Now that's SOLIDU
Note is made in the specifica-
tions of a “Bell Hanger™. This was
the mechanic whose trade it was to
install the door bells in the house,
as well as the buzzers in the dining .
room and kitchen and thruout the
. house that would summon the help
when they were needed. As bells

%

were all the same pitch, an

. indicator was always installed

{Bell Ringer) to show which buzzer
was being rung. Batteries supplied
the energy needed for this pur-

One of the most unusual feat-
ures in the Muhlhauser House is
the triangular bays and dormers
and the rounded (right} front of
the house. The leaded glass tran-
soms, the wide veranda; natural
stone footings: and blue slone
walks, make this home unique and
different. ‘

. ~Built in the late
1800's by Charles ‘H. Wood ‘and
now occupied by Carl and Dory
Muhlhauser, Jr. and their four

"children, the house on 208 West

Ann has weathered time, change
and ownership. It was the former
home of Mrs. -Violet {Terwilliger)

"Clune. -

. The style is timeless. The fish
‘scalé shingles ornamenting the

.gables,‘offer a pleasing contrast to

the conventional clapboard con-
struction. The four sided roof,
-broken by gables..front and side,
‘make for an interesting roof line.
Hand turned spindles, pillars and

‘brackets on the ‘wrap around’

porch have. a great decorative .
-value. The bay.jutting out on the '
‘side of the house breaks up the
otherwise unbroken lines of the
.house. e e e
Joe Young, Scranton architect,
working as an advisor ‘with the
Architectural : Study Committee
describes the.design as “Country .
Carpenter.” This is a traditional

_house. Functionally and aestheti- -
_eally, it is most attractive.and
_provides ample living quarters for*

q ;
.alarge family. It does this without

.sacrificing corifort or. . Ithas

:four.. bedroomg,.and - four:. rooms
downstairs, angd two baths. It was

“gruidlathe 1o, Vit Tervfliger
a

Clune; Bertha, Terwilliger Tower;
#hd the late J \Foster Terwilliger,
Jormer editor and owner of the
Milford Dispatch. .

- Charles. H.-Wood-and -his-gen,
‘Charles G., conducted an‘Under-
Qaking business under the naing of

“Wood and Son.”-l‘bey used the'



Later the Woods went into the
insurance business covering the
"entire county and New Jersey.
(The business was eventually sold
‘10 John Almer. .

.. In. a Biographical record, the
Wood home is described as “one of
the brightest, most cultivated and
hospitable homes in Milford. The
‘Woods-were prominent members
«of the village and the Episcopal
church. Mrs. Wood and her daugh-
‘ter Blanche, were active in Sunday
School and church work.
¢ Two hundred and eight West
‘Ann Street- has had -only a few
owners...staying in the -family
‘until sold by Violet Clune to Carl
Muhlhauser, Jr. Charles H. Wood,
the builder and first owner willed
the house to his wife, Blanche.
-« Charles G. Woed, their son, lived
fhere for a few years. Foster
{Terwilliger owned the property
for a period of only & few months,
after which Violet Clune took title.

Nearing

The house owned by Dorothy
Raymond Nearing, corner of
George and 4th Sireets is another
home that can boast of a one family
ownership. Built by Mrs.
Nearing’s grandfather, F.F. White
and his wife, Mary Cornelia White,
in 1901, the White's moved here
from Brooklyn.

The house was built by A.D.
Brown and like many he built, has
special features which seem to' be
his trademark...rounded, squared
or octagonal bays; turrets, curved
fronts, wrap around verandahs,
This house originally had a large
wrap around porch that extended
around three quarters of the
building. This was removed in
later years and the entrance
changed to face George Street
rather than on 4th. The turret
provides interest and a decorative
architectural detail...capping as it
does, the three story squared bay.
Bays on each side of the house and
an interesting broken roof line
adds further distinction to this
house.

Always interested in remodel-
ing, the Nearings, Orville and"
Dorothy changed the interior to
suit the needs of their family
which consisted of two children
Sheild and Peter. *~ After their
marriage, the house was convert-

. ed into a two family dwelling. A
practical approach to using a big
house to the best possible
advantage. The large carriage
house (later used as a garage) was
eventually dismantled and moved
to Twin Lakes to provide the basic
structuge for Nearing's summer
residence. .

. The White's .had one daughter,
Lelia. She married Dr. Courtland

+ Fields Raymond. An interesting
side note on this, is the fact that

the Rdymonds, New York resi-
dents spent their vacations at the
Homestead and this is how Lelia
and Dr. Raymond met.

Dr. and Mrs. Raymonds had
three children, Dorothy, Cornelia,
{Mrs. Robert Stroyan, Sun City,
Arizona) and Courtland Frederick
Raymond. :

Dr. Raymond set up dental
offices in three local homes...first
in the building now occupied by
Gumble, Thomson and Linshaw,
then in the Atkins House and
finally in the home now occupied
by the late Courtiand Raymond
and his wife Giadys on George
Street. '

Courtland Raymond inherited
the Nearing House from his
grandmother, Mary White, later
selling it to Orville and Dorothy

Nearing.

The Perry’s

. When 211 Wesi
Catherine Street was transferred
to George B. Perry and Helene M.
Perry, his wife, in November of
1975, it consisted of the traet of
land fronting on Catherine Street,
comprising all of Lot Number 570
{as numbered on the map or plan
of the boro of Milford) and a small
part of Lot Number 559).

In March 1836, this was part of
the property of two acres which
was transferred from Lewis
Cornelius to Julia Ann Cross.
These two acres apparently
comprised most of the land now
bounded by Catherine Street,
Fifth, High and Sixth Streets.

Prior to the transfer of lots
numbered 570 and 559 to Mary
Van Auken, wife of Anthony Van
Auken, in April of 1863, the two
acre plot had several buildings on
it. There were three houses and
two barns. The total assessment
for the land and the buildings
amounted to $560. The two lots,
transferred from Julia Ann Cross,
widow to the Van Auken Family,
had no buildings on them.

As of April 1964, the two lots
changed back again, this_time
becoming the property of James
Cuddeback. Mr. Cuddeback did
not build on the property.

In December of 1869, Mr.
Cuddeback, who was a teamster,
had acquired several other town
lots and sold Lots 570 and 559 to
Thomas L. Armstrong. In 1870,
Thomas L. Armstrong, druggist
had his property assessed at a
total valuation of $260, including
$100 for a house. Apparently the
house, now numbered 211 West
Catherine Street was erected in
early or mid 1870. It should be
noted that there were several
Armstrong families living in
Milford at that time, perhaps
unrelated to Thomas L, and his
wife Chestine. __~ - . -
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February of the following year,
1871 found the property. again
changing hands. At that time, it
became the property of James’
Quinn and he retained ownership
for some eighteen years. He died
intestate and his heirs. as of March
1999, split the property in two

as it is now divided.

In 1915, the house and grounds
(all of Lot 570 and part of Lot 559)
were sold by the Quinns, to E.S.
Wolfe, who in 1923, transferred
them to Clinton Wolfe. Mary
Swezy acquired the property from
Clinton Wolfe, October 5,:, 1925
and she kept it for exactly 23
years, transferring it on October
5, 1948 to Jospeh A. Cusack. The

- home is known to many Milford

residents as the Mary Swezy

_Houge™. .

Mr. Cusack transferred owner-
ship to Doris- Rosencranse in
February 1982 and Mrs. Rosen-
crance {now Mrs. Edward D.
Nelson) coveyed the premises to
Cornelius Williamn Bonner and his
wife, 'in ' March of 1965. .

In August 1968, the Bonners
sold the property to William F.
Kauer and Muriel H. Kauer, his
wife. The Kauers did extensive
repair work on the house,
including modernization of the
kitchen and bath. o

George and - Helene Perry
purchased the property on Nov-

_ember 14y .. 1975 but did not move ,

from their. former home 1in
Manhattan, until March 1976.

Pike County
Court House

The selection of Milford as the
. County Seat was contingent upon - -

the people raising $1500. This was
done and the consttuction on the:
courthouse (the present Jail}) was
started in 1814- and completed
a year later. It was built by Daniel
Dimmick. The present Court
House was constructed in 1872-T4,
When Milford was designated as
the county seat, the selection was
confirmed by at act approved
‘March 26th,~-1814 when Pike
County was erected from Wayne.
The bell in the present court-
house was formerly in the jail
when it served .as the original
court house. It was placed in the
Belfry in 1844. Before that a
triangle was used to call the
assembly at the Courthouse. Prior
to using the triangle, the sheriff
would mount the cupola and blow
“three long blasts on a tin horn.
The first county court in this
county is said to have been held at
the home of a Mrs. Lee, in Milford.
Whether this is fact or fiction
has not been definitely determin--
ed. There. are two conflicting



-accounts. According to Norman
Lehde’s “Pike County Days,” the
first court in’the county was held
in 1798 at the home of George
Bowhannor {the former Callihan
property-Glen Acres). This is loca-
ted on the Sawkill Creek and
Reute 209. Courts were held in the
home because at that time there
were no puble buildings.

The new court house will be the
third building built in the county
for that purpose. The first one is
sérving as the present Pike Coun-
ty Jail. In 1851, a second brick
building was erected in front of the
site of the present court house, to
hold some of the county offices.

Upon the completion of the court- -

house, in 1874, it was sold.and
removed. Highest bidder for the
sale and removal of this building

was John Gaillaze. His bid was

$290.00. Later the record shows
that H.B. Wellz bought the con-
tract from the successful bidder
and proceeded with the removal
after being bonded by the commis-
sioners.

The resolution ‘t.o build a new -

. . s © s g R CCR
missioners  Hoffman, Griswoid,
and Brodhead on October Z3rc,
1871 work to begin immediately.
Altho no mention is made in the
records of an Architect being
engaged, apparently one was en-
gaged at the outset.

On January 6, 1872, the Com-
missioners contacted 3.T. Van
Auken to build a foundation and on
the 9th they met with him to lay it
out. On the 10th of January =
survey was made of the lot the
Courthouse was to be built on (Lot
401), and a deed was received for
the Lot 402 whick adjoined the
county property. The two lots cost
$1.000.00.

On January 11th, Commission-
ers Van Gordon, and Hoffman met
to receive proposals for digging
the foundation for the new build-
ing.. A resolution was passed to
borrow $400. and to levy a 13 mill
tax on the dollar.

In the- Dispatch’s “99 Years
Ago” the following account ap-
peared “Work has actually been
commenced on the New Court
House; between 30 and 40 men
being employed exeavating for the
basement. The building is to be of
brick and located directly in the
rear of the present Court House
which will be continued in nse until
the new structure is completed.
The extreme length of the front
of the building including the wings
will be 120 feet and the depth of
the main building 104 feet. The
offices and vaults of the several
officials will be located on the first
floor, while the second story of the
main building: will be fitted up for
the Courtroom ... the jury rooms
being located in the wings. The
judges,’ attorneys., and criers

rooms will be directly in the rear
of the Court Room. The main
audience room will be about 90
feet in length by 53 in breadth,
perhaps a little more than one
fourth of which space will be set
apart for the Bench and Bar. All
the details of the building have not
been positively agreed upon, but
the above is sufficiently accurate
to give a general idea of the plan
which will be adopted.”

Contract for digging the founda-
tion was awarded to Ralph B.
Thrall for 3 1/%z cents per cubic
yard.

Henry S. Mott was awarded the
contract for supplying all the brick
for the building (Feb. 14, 1872). It
is interesting to note, that in
August 16, 1872, the Commission-
ers passed a resolution condemn-
ing the brick made by Mott as “not
good well-burned merchantable
and lawful bricks!” Mott was
notiflied of this action and told that
good brick was wanted at once to
carry on with the building of the
court house. -

; When 8.T. Van Auken, gave up_

.his contract for the stone work of
the new Courthouse, because of ill
health, the Commissioners decided
to have this done under their own
supervision. - ~

out and received on Mareh 16th
and 20th of 1872, On March 22nd,
1872, contract for building, “ac-
cording to plans and specifications
now on file” was awarded to A.D.
Brown of Milford for the sum of
$26,096.00. Meeting with the arch-
itect, George Barton, Paterson,
N.J. is recorded in the minutes of
the March 28, 1872 meeting.

On Januvary .6, 1874, A.D.
‘Brown, contractor notified the
-commissioners that the new court
house in Milford was eompleted ‘as
per contract’... and demanded
seltlement at once.

There appeared to be some
difference of opinion on the com-
missioners part ‘and Mr. Brown's
statement. Upon inspection they
declared the building was not
completed, bul ‘deficient in many
essential aspects.” Mr. Brown was
notified to advise the commission-
ers by noon the next day (July 7,
1874) that he intended to complete
the building fully and to their
specifications. The commissioners
further stated that (failure to
comply with this mandate would
constitute a refusal.

Then, as now, labor troubles
plagued the construction project
but at least there were no unions
involved and negotiations were on
a ‘one to one’ basis.

On July 15, 1874, another in-.
spection was made of the new

court house by the commissioners,
to see if the ohbjections they had
raised to the contractor A.D.
i Brown and H.B. Wells had been
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' corrected. It was found that they

had not ... The contractor and his
bondsman insisted that the terms
of the contract had been carried
out and the building was complet-
ed.

The Commissioners in a resolu-
tion stated their intention of

taking possession of the new
courthouse, remove the objec-
tions, complete and finish the
building to specifications as per
agreement. This would be done at
the expense of A.D. Brown and

" Liability of H.B. Wells. These

gentlemen were notified that they
would be held for “all damages
sustained already and to be sus-
tained.” -

The minutes of July 21, 1874,
showed that Mr. Brown had a
change of heart and reconsidered
the demands from the commis-
sioners. He agreed to finish his
work as per his contract and the
commissioners on B 2 to 1 vote,
rescinded their resolution to take
over the work themselves. They
stipulated that when completed,
the work must be satisfactory to
George Barton, the Architect,
S.W. Hotchkiss, J.H. Williamson
and Frank Brade, Builders. Frank
Brade {o act as umpire. <~

With the completion of the
building, furniture for the new
court house was purchased from
Goodal in Port Jervis. The District
Attorney applied for, and receiv-
ed, the use of a room opposite the
"Grand Jury room in the new court
.“ﬂ‘lu . -

M. Watson “to take charge of the
new Court House: to keep all the
rovms: to trim and fill lamps.”
For these duties he was to receive
.$25. for November and December.

Landscaping necessitated low-
ering the grade and removal of the
earth from the front of the new

‘building. The commissioners en-
tered into a contract with E.-W.
Ayres to furnish the necessary
number of ornamental trees for
the front of the Court House, with
the provision that Ayres guaran-
tee the life of the trees and replace
those that die. For this, Mr. Ayres
was paid $50.00. Ayres was also
commissioned to put in a hedge
from the stone steps in front of the
building ... on both sides of the
walk to Broad Street.

At the September 1875 term of
court the Grand Jury recommend-
ed among many other things .
that a new outbuilding be con-
structed “for the convenience of
the court, county officials, jurors
and others that have business
before the court.” They suggested
the out building be constructed of
wood. Other recommendations
made was to keep the basement
window under the new court house
clean and free from ashes. A guard
rail or railing be placed at the rear



of the building around the steps to
keep persons from falling into the
entrance of the cellar. The priv,
in the jail yard be repaired ... an
.«+» “that the hog pen near the front
of the Court House be removed

before the next term of court or -

indicted as nuisance by the Dls-
trict Attorney"‘ N

. As in any new bmldmg, im-
.provements were constantly plan-
ned and being made on order of'
the commissioners of that year
{1874-75) (Ira Rosencrance, S.W.'
Drake and George Geiger). Condi’
tract was made for the grading in
front of the Court House, thé
ground jo be harrowed and put m
good condition for sowing tnmothx
seed. A trench was ordered dug on
the 3 foot walk on the path which!
connected with the path on High
Street.-Also to bank up the Court.
House on High Street to enable
the water to run off from th
building but to build it no higher}
than the bottom of the cofne
stone. This was all to be done for.
the sum of $6.56 ... and to.bey
accomplished by the end of the,
month! Ity and get anything done’
that fast today!!

Another contract that makes
you believe “the good old times”
were really good... was the econ-
tract awarded to T.J. Kiein. This
was to take water into the addition
of the old court house from the
lead pipe in the New Court House.
Mr. Klein, for the sum of $49.00_
furnished all the materials and’
labor, in the 2 weeks alloted to him’
to complete the job ... “in a good,:
substantial and workmanhke.
manner!” SR

Courthouse
Annex

Courthouse Annex
#1, the Ed Stine House and St.
Patrick's Convent have been
loosely described as “Queen Anne”
style of architecture.

The circular turrets and bays;
use of decorative and different
types of shingles and contrasting
woods are all featured in these
homes built in the mid to late

1800's. The large medieval chim-

ney found in the Stine house is also
typical of this style. So is the
vertical boarding on the convent.
Gables are steep, dormers are
prominent and porches are wide.
. porch on Annex 1 was
removed when the property was
. purchased from the Florence Lat-
timore Estate by the county for
" use as county offices.. -

~ Interiors ‘of the three “above
_Buildings carried out the Queen
* Anne trend toward openess and
informality. Featured were large -
foyers with beautifully carved
wood staircases and panelling.
" Rooms are large and flow one into’
another. These homes lent them-
-selves to gracious living in an era
where entertaining was an art and
a . way of life.

Structurally these buildings are
built like forts. Deep cellars...
stone walis...and beams that will
last forever. Roomy attics are
bigger than most of to-day's

modern apartments or homes.

In an era where space ‘per se’ is
80 very costly and difficult to find,
these homes are a pnoeless hent-
age. ..

“Sources researched indicate
that Abram D. Brown was the.
builder. And that they constructed
in the last quarter of the 19th

century.

Three doctors opened offices in .

this. building. The first, Dr. Wil-
liam D. Kenworthy, a native of
Philadelphian moved to Dingmana
Ferry. Later, in 1898 he opened
offices in the Broad Sireet Build-
ing.-A Dr.- Ross iollowed Dr.

Kenwprtby nnd upon lus death.

the property was sold to .Toseplune

Lattimore. -

The lattimores llved in the
house, latér renting part of the
building to Dr. Henry Benzen-
berg.

When Dr. Benzenberg moved to
Selingsgrove, Pennsylvania, the
building was sold to the county by
the lattimore Estate. With some
fenovations it was ted to
house county - offices is ex-
pected to be ip use even after the
new courthouse is cons

Pike County Jail

One of Milford's jnust famous
landmarks is the Pike County Jail.
It is one of the most picturesque
buildings of its kind and is the
second oldest court house in .
Pennsylvania. Tt. was. built. hy
‘Daniel Dimmick in-1814 of cobble
.stones picked up in the adjacent
fields of the village. Several years
ago, cement was added 1o pre-
serve it. It was originally huilt as
-the Courthouse so that Millord
would gualify as the county xeat.
During this time it was also used-
as a meeting place and for church
services until the first ’reshy--
terian and Methodist | Churches -
were built .around 1825, In 1K71,
‘the greal inerease in population
.made in necessiry to change this
building to the County Jail. for
which purpose it is still used.
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The building has two stories, .a
basement, and an attic, and on top
of the building is a cupola.. One
hundred and fifty. .years ago,
(‘ seorge l%lddn. a son and founder
‘of Milford, made a wooten effigy
.of a giant trout. Lo surmount (hev:

belfry of thenld Court House as a
weather vane The fish was carved
out of a stick of white pine, 6 feet,
2 inches long. It had bheen painted
only once and had become =0

- weather beaten and worn loaking,

that it was decided several yvears
ago to replace it. It now hangs in
the Pike C ounlv }hsluru al So-
ciety.::

The bell was pl.nced in lh-ﬁ
Before that a triangle was used (o
call “he assembly at the Court
House, ‘and previous to that. the

- sheriff would mount thé cupola

and blow three long blasts vn a tin
horn. This bell was later transfer-
red to the present Court House,
There was only one sherilf whe
was ever compelled to execute a

- man in this jail. The convicted

murderer was hanged in 1897 hy
Sherfifl H. 1. Cortright. The rope
was attached Lo the roof rafter and
around the man’sneck then he
“was suspended through a trap
door on the second floor and
dropped Lo the first floor. '
The Pike County Jail is Early

American Colonial in design. and

is of state-wide fame, beauty, and
anlnqult) 1t iy i excellent condi-
tion and is being well prese 'g:d

y Everyone is familiar wlth ‘the
fish that adorns the cupola.of the
historic Pike County Jail. But few
Eeople know that this was carved

y Ralph Myer in 1932, ‘as a
replacement for the ariginal which
was designed by George Biddis, a
son of Judge Biddis, the founder of
Milford.

‘The original was carved-out of a
stick of white pine, 6 foot and 2
inches long. It was painted many
times, but eventually became so
worh’ and weather beaten.that it
was retired to the Pike County
Historical Society where :t, still
may be seen.

Ralph Myer ‘was com!mssmned
to replace the weather vane and he
made the trout the same size as
himself ... 6 foot, 3 ‘inches,
fashioning it out of Ponderosa Pine
which he obtained at Chance
Rowe’s ‘Lumber Mill. Mr. Myer
carved the symbolic trout, rubbed
it down and applied gold leaf, The
shining gold ed with age and
weather and has since been paipt-
ed over and over again, dlmng the
énsuing years. :

Mr. Myer attended the Mﬂford‘
Academy (Edna Green Van Tas-
sel's present home) which was the
subject of one of the recent articles
on the old homes of Milford, by the

.Architectural Study Committee.



“on the old homes of Milford. Dan
:Horrbeck was his teacher and Mr.:

: Myer still has in his mession the
. 7 inch dictionary which belonged
to Mr. Hornbeck. = - :

. 'Mr, Myer noted that much of
the ' *gingerbread” decoratin
some of the old houses in Milf;
wag constructed in Brown's Lum-
ber Mill, located on'the Vander-
James AHred Myer, Ralph My-
er's father, was a professional
photographer. He came to Milford
.In 1882, Before he built his house
.and studio on West Harford Street
he &utnp a tent and took pictures
in that during the summer, In the
winter he returned to Philadels
phiz. In 1897, he built his houss
.and studio and his three youngest
‘children, Jame Edson, Clyde and
.¥era were born there.;” =

George Poillon -

Mr. George Poillon, 5 Sachem
Roud, Greenwich, Connecticut
sent a picture of the house in

Red Fox

-Beautifully situated
ip 8 pastoral setting, the Red Fox
Inn has been described by one
writer as an “American Gothic
Farmhouse™. Its appearance tods
without the wide porch whic
originally hugged the width and
length of the building is unadorned
except for the shuttefs which add
an understated decorative touch.

. Ducks paddle around ‘in the
brook between the house and the
old 19th Century Barn. Vigilant
geese guard the ‘doorstep garden’,
or march militantly ic the lane
leading to the house. Flashy
bantam roosters perch overhead in
the apple trees, stariling visitors
when they fiy tdo the ground.
The Red Fox Inn is owned and
operated by Alan and Ronnie Lieb.
When they bought the property,
they made extensive renovations
of the building, inside and out.
Always being careful, however, to
maintain the traditional character

and charm of this building. Par-

raine, Pike County seemec to be 8
little like their homeland. When
Joseph Schanno came to Pike
County. from New York City. the
rest of his family were already
established in the Hotel business,

‘aving built the Hotel Schanre.

. Of interest is the fact ‘that .
Charles Pierre, founder of the’
Hotel Pierre travelled with the:
Schannos. Pierre and Jo Schanno, |
when they arrived in New York .
found employment as dish washers ’
in one of the ’lnrgef’l‘lotéls.' X
~_ In 1893 Joe Schanno purchased ,
g5 acres. of land from George:
Quinn.” The 12 room farmhouse
and the barn was believed to be
‘one of the two farms on the’
Andrew Fisher Tract dating back -
1o the early 1800's. The farmhouse
was then known as the “Chestnqt'i
Grove House”. After operating
this as & small boarding house, the :
Schanno's in 1904 built the three.

story addition and repamed the

new structure, the “Schanno

House™. . . -, -
"Joseph Schanno was married to *

Lizrie Olmnstead, a native of Pike -
County. They had no - children.
Together they bnilt a very sue-°
cessful Boarding House business. i
Many families would come and ;
.stay all summer. This, plus-a:
heavy week end business, kept the R
house full and offered employment 3

which he was born to.the Milford
Architectural Study Committee. It
was located on the corner of Broad
and East Ann Street, where the
Milford Diner is now located. This
house and the Boyd House next to
it, were torn down when the new"

ches and pavillion were removed.
Rooms were enlarged and moder-
nized, each having its own private
bath. When the dining room was’
being renovated, large noiched
osken beams were uncovered and

diner was built by Graham Mus-,
selwhite a few years ago. | °.
Mr. Poillon, his brother John
and his sister, Mrs. Charles Wild-
rick, were all born in this home.
Mrs. Wildrick is the widow of the
former principal of the Milford"
School.
Mr. Poillon's grandfather, John
J. Porter had the house and the
‘Boyd House,” which was on the,
. adjoining lot built around 1850
“There is no record of the nsme of
" the builder. . .- N4
" Mr. Poillon states that his aunt’
owned the home up to 1915 when
she sold it to' John H. Van Etten,
.. who also put up the building in the
rear ‘of the diner. The family of
_Henry Ludwig Lived in the house
Tor. a ‘few “years -until ‘Graham
Musselwhite bought the property.
Like all homes of this period, the
house was large, having 10 rooms
and a basement kitchen.: There
was 3 dumb waiter elevator to:
serve meals up to the dining room. .
Mr. Poillon- reports -that his
Iather was a great game bunter .
and he remembers having plenty
of game when he was growing up.
_He ig fiow in his. 80th year and is
still .very " much interested - in-
Milford and Pike County. ! . -

<

these were iefi exposed. Messive
hand carved oak furniture, belong-
ing to Mr, Lieb’s grandmother was
brought over from England and
the atmosphere created transports
dinner guests back in time. The
Lieb's have made dining at’ the

‘Red Fox Inn a feast for the eyes as

well as 2 supreme culinary experi- -
ence. _-_ - : -

Phil Axt preceeded the Lieb's -

but operated the bar only. The
Goehrings, - Grace and ‘George,
from Hillside, New Jersey (1939-°
1959) operated the Schanno House
as a boarding house, and' it was
during their tenure, the bar was
added.. — . Ty

Lizzie Schanno, widow of Jo- -

seph Schannon operated the’
boarding house for only a few
years after his death in January of
1933. For a woman of advancing
years, it was just too big an
operation.— -

Joseph Schanno came to this,”

“country with his father, mother, ;
three brothers and a sister. Thei
' Schanhos, like $iliny other French:
familics exiigri0A 1 Amteries 2
evade forced muitary conscription’.
“for their sons.- Coming Trom the*
.Vosge,__Mountain,iR Alsace Lor-,
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to local people. The cuisine was -
simple hearty country fare. Fresh |
fruit, vegetables, eggs and milk
were produced right on the farm.
Lizzie Schanno would set bread at °
night 2nd rise At 4 or § in the
morning $0 have fresh baked bread
ready 'for ‘breakfast."4 Spartan
way of lifet /| <

~

_ The Robackers

One of the early homes appeat:"
ing on the map is the Robackex
house on Third Street. In 1850 it
was the home of James and Sarah-
Barton. Little is known of these
early Milford residents; an ex-
haustive title search reveals that
James Barton purchased the pro-
perty in 1816, nineteen years after
Judge John Biddis laid out the
town into numbered lots. In 1858,
the earliest assessment records
credit Sarah Barton, widow, with
1 town lot, $60.00; 1 house,
$100.00; and 1 barn, $30. :

The Bartons probably built their
‘home -in the early 1800's. The
original house was two stories,.
two rooms deep with a side hall.
This form appeared in this area in
the last guarter .- of the. 18th
century and was the basis of many



houses built throughout the 19th
century. The roof is a variation of
a salt-box style with a front gable
facade. It sloped steeply in back so
that the rear of the house was only
one story. In the 1900's a two story
addition was added to the back of
the house. :

Original details inside include
wide Hoor boards upstairs, four
panel doors with iron hardware,
and windows with six panes over a
larger single pane.

The open, spindled stairway in
the entry hall curves upward and
around a landing on the second
floor. Instead of a fireplace, each
room was heated by a parlor
stove, which all connected to the
same chimney. It was the custom
then to build 2 simple decorative
mantel around the stove, but the

" dining area mante] was lost during
« a remodeling, N

The structure of the Barfon:
house illustrates the mortice and
tenon technignes. Hand hewn
timbers were notched and pegged
to make a frame of posts and
beams. Large free-spanming
beams were used for the floor
joists. Nails, a scarce item in early
times, were not needed in the
framing of the Barton house.

" This manner of building in wood
was widespread in this area in the
1700°s and in the early 1800's. In
_those days work was begun

months in advance preparatory for
the day of house raising. The trees
were felled and squared in the
forest, then hauled to the building
site. After a time for them to

season, the carpenters came and

worked astride the timbers with
auger, chisel and mallot from
morning until night. Even the mill
wark was prepared by hand. How
well they built their works re-
mains as a silent witness.

.. In 1873 the estate of Sarah
_ Barion became a part of a series of
: property transactions; then in
; 1880 the house and part of the lot
~was sold to Catherine Howell for

$1,000.00. In 1896 Harry T. Baker,
* a lawyer, and Virginia, his wife,
.purchased the property, which
‘remained in the Baker family for
.13 years. The Bakers had three
daughters.” Ann Baker Cross in-
herited the property in 1936 and
resided there after the death of
Jher_husband, Frank Cross, the
jpostmaster. Another daughter,
iAlice Baker Brown, and her hus-
band, Nelson Brown, purchased
dhe house in 1944. They vacationed
‘there_ for many years before

making it their permanent home."

Nelson Brown was a meessor.of
‘Forestry at Syracuse University
and wrote several textbooks in the
*“new” field of conservation. He
supervised the planting of trees at
"Hyde Park and served as a special
consultant to the President during

both wars. The Browns were
personal friends of Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt and of Gifford
Pinchot. The Robackers found
many snapshots of them in the
house when they purchased it in
1969. .

Successive owners have made

- manyinteriorchangesinthe Barton

house over the last 150 years. But,
the exterior remains basically
unaltered and lends a sense of
continuity to the village of Milford.

Rowe mill

- A government
grant is being sought to adapt the
old Rowe grist mill on the Sawkill
for electric power generation.

Chandler Saint, owner of the
97-year-old mill that once played a
large part in the Milford ares
economy, saw a recent article in
the Dispatch about the federal
Appropriate Technology Small
Grant Program.

The program provides grants of
up to $50,000 for development of
energy projects that may have
application for future use by
individuals, cooperatives, munici-
palities or businesses. .

With the aid of caretaker Steve
Szabara, Saint prepared a grant
application that has met with
interest from the J.S.- Dept. of
Energy. . .0 Tale 7o

The Rowe mill which presently
houses an antique shop and
boutique, is in a good state of.

preservation. Constructed in 1882,

it -suceeeded other mills on the
location that date back to the early
1800°s. It was operated for
urposes of grinding grain until

*the late 1950's.

The mill features an overshot
steel water wheel, four feet wide
with a diameter of 28 feet, built by
Alanson {“Chance”) Rowe in the
early 1900s. Rowe also constructed
the huge wooden drive pulley and
maple cog gears (instead of metal
ones, to avoid sparks and the
hazard of explosions from grain
dust). Aside from providing power
for milling, the gears also ran .
Rowe's machine shop.

The mill also has the older
turbine wheel, which may date
from the days of the first mill on
the location, built by James Barton
around 1830. Barton was the
son-in-law of John Biddis, Milford's
founder and first developer.

Water power for the mill was
supplied from the Sawkill" and
Vantine brooks. The original dam
was built on the Sawkill near the
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Arlington Hotel. The abandoned
mill race can still easily be
followed " as it parallels Sawkill
Road into the discharge pond from
the old borough reservoir behind
‘the Jokn Ryder house. ‘

. Another dam at that site
supplemented the Sawkill water
with the waters of the Vantine.
The mill race continues behind the
Ryder property to the vicinity of
the mill. At one time it crossed the
road through an overhead trough
on its way to the water wheel. , .

After the original mill was
destroyed by. fire in 1882, owner
Jervis. Gordon built the present
building, doing away  with the
overhead trough and burying 8
new flume pipe underneath the
road. -
Saint and Szabara- envision
laying a quarter-mile of new flume
pipe in the old raceway to restore
the original flow pattern of water
to the mill. This time the water
wheel will power an. electric
generator instéad of a grazery,
however. D o

A separate generating building
will be constructel -behind the
mill, with the generator estimated
to provide enough power to supply
all the electricity needs of the mill,
blacksmith shop across:the street
and three residences, -which are
also owned by ! Saint. The
blacksmith shop dates from the
1860s, when the mill property was
owned by th? Finger family.

The Dept: of Energy has been
impressed with the plan, due in
Jarge part to the lack of obstacles
to be overcome, BSzabara said.
.Saint already owns the property
and bas the deeded water rights,
and the mill power generation
machinery is in serviceable con-
dition. .

He noted too that the purpose of

.the grant is largely educational,

and the mill building already
houses businesses open to the
pllblic. LN . ,' eI TIRN

- 1t-i8"-jusp-asy ehésp -to” by w-
generator as to locate grindstones

oS

*and “other ‘machinery -t¢ replace
.what was sold out of the mill-by a
. previous owner, Szabara said. He
‘termed the project an example of

how “a 19th Century grist mill can -

. be’ adapted to 20th Century
needs-to generate electricity in-

“stead of grind grain.”
"~ The rustic'mill, blacksmith shop

and environs, with a little exterior

* restoration, could also become an
"integral part of a borough historie

greserwjtion dlstnct, quite attrac-
tive to tourists,



>

St. Patrlck’

-lt is sald ﬂlat

Trappist monks in the early 1800's

travelled to Pike County to inspect
land donated to them for the

purpose of establishing a monas-_

tery.

A wearying journey from
Philadelphia, only to find very
rugged conditions in 8 wild and
undeveloped setting. Discouraged,
these early churchmen returned
‘home. .-

In 1847 a Reverend ‘James

. Maloney is mentioned as minister-
.ing to Honesdale and vicinity, and
travelling as far as New York
State. Father Maloney was the
first priest to visit Hawley where
. he built & church. It is this Hawley
church which is the parent of St.
« Joseph's Church, Matamoras and
St Patrick’ ‘n Milford.

_Prior, l‘.olBTl when the first St.
Patrick’s was built on 8th Street,
the Revoyre’ moved to Milford
from Deposit, New York. They
lived on Broad Street where they
operated a Bakery (site of Paul's
Pastry Shop.) There being no
Catholic Church, Mrs. Revoyre
invited Father Nalin of Port Jervis
to come and -conduct services in
her home. For three years, mass
was celebrated in this place for the
Catholies in Milford and the
Surrounding area.

+ When St. “Patrick’s church was
puilt, ‘it was s mission of St.
Joseph’s, - in° Matamoras, until

" 1946, when it was declared »

parish by the Diocese of Scranton.
Rev. Vincent J. Mahon elected to
leave St. Joseph's and assume the
pastorate of St. Patrick's. He

ey

retained this post unnl his
retirement’ in 1972. Succeeding
him . were Monsighor Michael
Kennedy, Rev. Eugene Gunning,
and the present pastor, Rev.
Joseph Weber.

The present St. Patrick’s church
was built in 1956. In design it is in
keeping with the rural feeling.of
the county and the boro of Milford.

No ‘account of the Catholic

" Church would be complete without

recognizing the supportive role of
the Lebanese Summer colony. At
one time there were about
100-plus families who spent their
summiers in Miliord. In larger
part, it was their orgammtlon and
sponsorship of fund raising activ-
fties and church events, which
were a vital force in building and
maintaining the church. -

_Convent ‘

St. Patrick’s Convent...Queen
Anne in style, is an excellent
example of eclecticism. It has the
bowed' (2 story) front bays.
Palladium, 8 bay window in the
hipped gable. Ornamenta) brac-
kets and contrasting decorative
use of wood siding. The wide
verandah across the front and side
of the building, opens the house to
the outdoors and makes for
pleasant summer living.

The queen Anne style of
architecture was inspired by the
transitional architecture of the
pre-Georgmn period, and was the
choice of small town America, until
the turn of the century. Typical of
this period, the convent has a large
foyer or “living hall” with a glazed
tile fire place. Featured is a
panelled wooden stairease. Rooms
flow into each other from off this

hall. The deep cellar and large
roomy attic are luxuries not found
in to-day's modern homes.

The Convent building was
constructed by A.D. Brown, for
the Swepenhiser family, around
1870. George Swepenhiser, a Civil
War veteran, . srved for many
years a5 Commissioner's Clerk in
the Court Hours. Next occupants
were Mrs. Buchan and her son,
Lloyd. they sold to chester A.
Dissinger, former Superintendent
of Schools. He lived there for some
years with his family until the
Diocese of Scranton bought the
Jand and building, which then
.became the property of Bt
Patrick’s Parish. A Catechetical
Center was established in 1948 and
the building now serves as a
Convent for the Sisters, Servants

of the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

who were brought in to staff the
center.

Hotel Schanno

DINGMAN TWP.-the B5 year
old Hotel Schanno shows no-signs
of aging. It has defied time and
floods and sits snug and secure

* ‘along the banks.of the' Raymond-
skill. N

Built in 1892.by Anna, Charles
and Paul Schanno, the hotel is
‘located at the mouth of the
-Raymondskill at the end of the
.deep gorge carved by the

" Raymondskill Falls. With this wild
and picturesque background, its 25
acres have always been a favorite
spot for hunters and fishermen...as

well ‘as summer boarders and

- tourists. .
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_ The Schamo's-Emil Paul, his .
wife and six childrenwcame to -
America in 1878 from the Vosge
mountains in Alsace-Lorraine,
France, They settled in Dingman
Township (via New York city) and
after several years, three of their
children, Anna, Charles and Paul

_Schanno, built the Hotel Schanno.

Paul Schanno and his wife
returned to Pike County after

_operating Maple Grove in Bushkill,

‘and the Riverside Hotel in
Delaware Township. . -

Another brother, Leon. return-
,ed from the West. He stayed and
.assisted in <rupning the family
‘business. After the death of Paul,
*Anna - and - Charles (1909-1912-
A917), Leon carried on by himself.

.During the period from 1917 to
1930 the Hotel gained great

popula.rity. Then prohibition, and

" The excellent French cuisine
provided by the Schanno’s was
probably equally exciting to
vacationists and the townspeople

" who frequented the Hotel and Bar. -

Fresh fruit and vegetables served
guest.q direct from the orchards
and garden were part of each’
meal. No need here for high priced
promotional advertising. -
Built close to.the ground and

.only two stories high, the 19 room

hotel was more graceful in
appearance than most of its 19th
century contemporaries, Which
were usually 8 stories in height,
with high roofs masking possible
additional quarters, for help or
management. Another attraction
was the wide ‘wraparound’ porch’
for guut.s who came to relax and
eojoy the rural scene,

vthe Depression brought about a
slackeumg in business.

i The flood & Later

. Leon Schanno died in the late
"1980’s, leaving ‘the hotel and
property. to his brother Paul's
three daughters, Madeline Goldei-
sen; Margurite Edmundson, and
Pauline Hendershott. Ownership
and management of the hotel was
assumed by Madeline and Charles
Goldeisen. They carried on until
1955 when the '55 flood took its toll
of the first floor of the building.

In the Fall of 1955, the
Goldeisens sold to Vincent Manna.
They stayed in the hotel until the
end of the 1955 hunting season and
then moved into a new home they
_had ‘built on anot.her part of the
property.

The next owners were Larry
nud John Hoey. They purchased
‘the hotel from the Manna's in 1965.
‘the Hoey's leased the business to
Joe 'and Virginia Splendora A
Jease which has been honored and




. renewéd by the Army Corps ot
‘Engineers who became owners by
acquisition, in June of 1972,
. The Splendoras continue to
carry on the business, and Mr.
Splendora, 2 well known artist,
uses one of the large first floor
rooms with its original fireplace,
for his studio.

The Schmalz’s

Among the many good things
that can be said of old houses, is
that they really provide living and
‘growing’ room for families. The
“Emily Mitchell” house, corner of
Ann and Fifth Streets is such a
place . Paul and Bernadette
Schmalz, present .owners can tes-
tify to this! And s¢ can Vic and
Jane Orben from whom they
Eurchased this. early Victorian

ouse in 1972.

In 1950, the Orben's bought the
house from Emily Mitchell's guar-
dian, John C. Warner, President
of the First National Bank. Miss
Mitchell was a daughter of William
and Helen Mitchell. She was a
recluse and a collector, so the
Orbens fell heir to the mammoth
task of sorting and cleaning up a
collection of many years, plus
trying to modernize the house for
every day living. A task which
they tackled with their character-
istic vigor and imagination.

The Schmalz's in therr turnm,
added their own ideas and labor to
fit their particular interests and
the needs of their family. Paul,
being a building contractor was
able to work on the distinctively
styled slate roof, and do all the
remodelling and renovations him-
sel, .
weve aware of the important
architectural details and the house
remains much as it was when it
was built by William and Helen
Mitchell in 1874. It is believed that
the smaller (rear story and a half)
part of the house was the original
building; and the larger (now
front) part of the house was built
while the family occupied the
smaller section.

Inside, the marble front fire
place, fine woodwork and the wide
molding adds to the special charm
of the spacious rooms. The recess-
ed front door, with its bevelled
glass and floor length living reom
windows; the three window bays
and shutters make this home a
class. A special note should be
made of the Keystone 3 bay
windows in the attic, which are
most unusual. The heraldic quart-
ering scroll work and decorative
curved trim on the porch is
characteristic of the better homes
in the early Victorian era.

Altho there were only three
owners of the house, the land was
bought and sold many times.
According to the records, the
original owner was George Bow-
hannon, William Mitchell. the
builder, was a partner in the well
known firm of William and George
Mitchell, general merchants, Mil-
ford. The Mitchells were of Scott-
ish Ancestry, coming to this
country from the Parish of Lony-
side, Aberdeen, Scotland. The
Mitchell Sisters, Mary and Isa-
bella, had a millinery shop in
what is not the Levi Cole resi-
dence. The Miichells were active
members of the First Presbyterian
Church, - :

Schocopee School Houpe

~The name Schoco-
pee is lost somewhere in hi .
as is the date the old red one-room
schoolhouse was built. Prior to last
fall, the faded, rotting boarded-up
building fit the description in the
opening stanza of the Whittier
poem.

Then the Pike County Historical
Society dismantled the Schocopee
School, board by board, and
transported it by truck from its
historic location on the Fire Tower
Road, Milford Township, to its
new home at Apple Valley, Route

6, as an addition to the tourist
village being created by Ed Metz-

ger. - .
Months of painful reconstruction
followed, with original materials
being used whenever possible.
The old blackboards and pot-bel-
lied stove, were moved in, with
authentic double seat desks,
school exercise books, teachers
attendance records and memora-
bilia from many of Pike County's
other one room school houses, to
make the memorial complete,
Class reunion

And Monday, the Historical’

Society invited interested citizens
to an open house and dedication
ceremony. Among the distin-
guished visitors were members of
the class of 1907, the year the
school was closed.

Also present was the last
teacher at the school, Jeannie
Struthers Newell, who now lives
in Florida. .

Emilie Case, of Dingman Town-

ship, and Hazel Orben, of Milford
Township, both in their B80s,
compared mental notes and remi-
niscences. The reconstruction was
fairly faithful they said, although
Emilie missed the raised platform
that teacher Jeannie Struthers
Newell used to stand on. It helped
Miss Struthers look so imposing,

Emilie recalled, much older than

her 18 years.
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Initials carved in the weathered
siding were a puzzle--“W.Q. Who
was W.Q., Hazel,” Emilie asked.
Hazel shook her head. “One of the
Quicks?” she asked.

“Still sits the school-house by
the road,”.-Emilie mused, rattling
off a few stanzas of the Whittier
. poem, .

She can recite many other -
long-ago verses from memory:
Some she recited as a school girl at
Schocopee, from 1903 to 1907;
others she taught to her own
classes in two one-room school-
houses in Pike County. Tollowing

her graduation from Milford High
School, in 1911. ’
School days

I had a happy childhood. All the
rmemories were happy,” Emilie
said. She remembers walking the
one-half mile to the schoo! house
with the Myer children, detouring
around the bull in the Olmsted
pasture which had all the children
scared. «

Struthers house

Here's a house by the side of the
Sawkill that has seen a lot of
h'vi.n'f-! Now owned by Rosemary
Lund, it was formerly occu%ied by

the late Effie Struthers, who was

.totally blind as a result of scarlet

fever when an infant. Effie's
mother was the famous actress,
Jennie Gourley (Struthers). The
Gourleys came to Milford as
children, every summer. When
Jennie Gourley Struthers retired
from a successful career on the
stage, she moved to Milford and
this house on the Sawkill Brook.
Miss Gourley and two other
members of her family were on the
stage when President Abraham
Lincoln was shot. Two other
brothers were in the audience that
evening. The blood stained flag,
used to cover the president is
the Pike County Historical Society
the gift of the Struthers Famil{.
Because of Effie’s disability, her
mother willed the house on Sawkill
Avenue to her. There were two
other children, Jean Struthers
(Newell) and Vivian Struthers.
Jean and Effie were teachers and
Vivian was a Civil Engineer and
Surveyor. Effie taught Braille in a-
school for hlind children. = -
The house was built about 100
years ago, before the turn of the
century. It was originally owned
%y James Emerson. Lucie Findiay
yatt's mother was married from
this house and Dr. Gouvernuer
Emerson's father, Everett was
born here. ]
* The house is described by Joe
“Young, AIA, Consulting itect
to the Milford Architectural Study
Committee as "Countrﬁe»garpen-
ter” in style, It has n well
reserved and its’ simplicity of
ine, makes it timeless in design. .



Tom Quick

Originally two separate building
. the Tom Quick Inn was made one
when the properties were bought
by Bob Phillips, Sr. in 1945-50.

The two original hotels were
known as “Centre Square” and the
“Terwilliger House”. While in
-operation both hotels were always
filled. Both esiablishments- were
famous for their dining rooms, and
apparently that spoke for itself.

The first building was built on
the site of the old “Union House”
which was torn down and replaced
with Centre Square in 1882.
Builder was George Dauman .Sr.
The new hotel had 18 rooms and
modern improvements including
pleam heat and hot and ¢old water
4nd a bar. N

-After the death of George Frieh
in 1899, his wife Louise (Beck) and
daughter Pauline carried on the
‘business. A task easily assumed
because of their familiarity with
the hotel business. Mrs. Frieh was
Louise Beck before her marriage,
the daughter of Ernest Beck. The
“Beck” name was Synonomous
with the hotel business in Milford.

They biked in for lunch

The second building was called
the “Terwilliger House". Mrs.
Amanda (Beck) Terwilliger was
the sister of Mrs. Frieh, This was
mainly a boarding house, with
lodging and meals for. boarders
and transients. The meals were
,very popular and people would
bicycle from Port Jervis to take.
advantage of the good food, made
appetizing by the use of herbs and
condiments raised in a large
garden in the rear of the hotels.

There was always a long line of
bicycles filling the bicyele racks’
which were provided for guests.
who traveled a great distance. The.
season lasted from May to!
QOctober, and the Terwilliger.
House was always the stopping
place for teachers attending the
Annual Teachers Institute. .

Despite drastic interior renova-

. tions, the exterior of the buildings_

still maintain their stately and
distinctive appearance. The tow--
ers with their decorative brackets
.and curved dormers and the
mansard roofs scooping upward
from the bracketed cornices, lend
beauty and character to “the
buldings. _ . ... .. .

According ‘to research by Jr:
Historians, the land on which
Centre Square was - built was
owned by John Garlland (1882)."
Ownership then passed into the:
hands of Frances and Paulipe
Bergot (1886). That same year,
Mary Frieh, guardian of Emil
Bergot became the owner, selling
in 1900 to George A. and Louis J.

Frieh. That same year the,
properly was turned over to
William F. Beck, and Pauline
Wildnauer. In 1944 the property
and building was purchased by
Robert C. Phillips, Sr.

The Terwilliger house did nrot
Thave such a long succession of
owners. Originally, the land was"
owned by George Dauman, Sr.,.
and wife. George Dauman sold to.
Henry Stevenson, Executor, un-’
der the will of Nellie Woodward"
Buchan. In 1942, Lloyd Buchan®
appears to have obtained sole,
ownership and he in turn sold to
-Robert C. Phillips in 1950. R

The Tom Quick is now owned:
and operated by Richard Lutfy:
who bought the hotel from Robert:
C. Phillips, Jr. in 197€.

Hotel Vantine...

The Vantine Hotel was
known as the “Farmers Hotel”
when John C. Beck built it in the
Jast quarter of the 19th century. It
was always the first stop for the
farmers from the outlying Dis-
tricts, on their way to Milford or
Port Jervis. Again, on their re-
turn, they would stop again to
have dinner and some drinks
before journeying back to their
farms in the townshops. The
hotel’s name was changed to the
“Vantine” when ownership was
acquired from the Martin's by
Henry and Mary Lohmann, They
had operated the first “Vantine”
which was located on the present
Baint property, formerly the home
of the Aytieh’s.

. When the tourist business be-
gan to increase, John C. Beck built

the new hotel on Harford and
Sixth Streets. It was three stories
in height with verandas around
the first floor. Rooms were large,
with bathroom on each floor.
There was a large bar room and a
dining hall. The hotel kitchen was
located in the basement and food
brought up to the dining room, via
a dumb waiter.

The Beck's were all in the hotel
business. John C. Came to this
Lountry from Germany when he
was 2 years old. His father
operated the Vandermark, which
later was taken over by his
brother Fred. His sisters, operat-
ed the Terwilliger House and the
Frieh House, adjoining establish-
ments, which are now combined
and known as the Tom Quick.

Residents who remember, tell of

the attractiveness of the grounds
of the Farmers Hotel. The mowed
lawns; fruit trees...black cherry,
pear and apple, Nut trees, goose-
berry and currant bushes. A long
grape arbor leading from the rear
of the hotel to the outside “conven-
ience” where one could pluck a
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bunch of blue, pink or white
grapes to eat on the way! :

A large barn was part of the
hotel premises. Here were kept
pigs, chickens, horses and carri-
ages of the guests. Later, when
Asa Martin went into cattle deal-
ing in a big way, cows, and calves
were kept there. It was from here,
that the first local milk route was
started. FR

There was also a large ice house
which was filled each year with

layers of ice packed in sawdust.
Underneath this, was a storage
cellar where milk, cream and
butter were stored. With the
advent of electricity and automatic
refrigeration, this ice house was
moved to John Street, where,
with some renovations and addi-
tions, it now serves as a comfort-
able home.

Well remembered by all the
children who grew up in the Hotel,
was the fabulous balustrade...i-
deal for sliding downstairs when-
ever they got the chance.

After the death of John and
Rose Beck, ownership passed to
their daughter Alice and her
husband, Asa B. Martin, They
operated the hotel for a number of
years and it was here the four

.children grew up...John B. Martin

(Chestnut Hill, Pa., Asa R. Mar-
tin of Milford, Donald R. Martin,
of Phoenix and Marie Martin
Shannon (wife of W. Roland Shan-
non, Glen Crest, Milford).

Following the Martin's, Mrs.
Emma Wolfe operated a tea room
in the hotel. Her four children.
Everett, Philip, Kenneth Claude
and Lois enjoyed living in the
spacious hotel. =~ I
~ Next owhers were Mr. and Mrs.
John Lohman. They ran the Van-
tine as a hotel and during their
ownership, the State Police were
stationed there. After the Loh-
mann's sold to Bill and Chris
Richards, the State Police remain-
ed from April to October. When
Richards got a Liquor License, the
State Police had to leave.

The Richards proved to be
popular hosts and this was a
favorite stopping place for local
residents, tourists and especially
Jor hunters to stay in the hunting
season. The Richards three chil-
dren were born and raised here...
Barbara, Chrissy, and Bill Jr. .

When the Richards retired,
Eckerts bought the place, cha.ne-
ing the name to the “Dutch Oven”.
They ran the business more as »
discotheque. .

The Vantine was always a busy
Elace. Boarders were kept and the

otel was a hub for local residents
and workmen to get together.
Salesmen found it convenient to
stop here and a name of local
interest, “Louis Krawitz”, Haw-
ley. appears frequently on the old



botel register. Mr. Krawitz was
the father of local attorney Sidney
L. Krawitz and the founder of
Bloomgardens. . . . x4 e
: In earlier days, a special room
‘on the third floor was set aside for
_transients (wanders, tramps) who
were sent by the authorities for
one night's lodging and instrue-
tions to “get out of town” the next
morning!

In 1974, Albert Luhrs bought the

property and tore down the hotel
to make room - for the hardware
store and sheds which now oecupy
that corner.

The Vandermark
Hotel

A forerunner of the razing of the

Vandermark was the auction of its
furnishings held last week. This
building and the one next to it, will
be demolished to make room for
the construction of a new court
house. . .

It is appropriate that this be the
site of the new court house as the
first court of Pike and Wayne
Counties was said to have been
held in the basement of this tavern
when it belonged to George Bow-
hannor (Buchanan) in 1785.

George Buchanan, who owned
many other properties, sold this

building in 1851 to James 8.,

Wallace. The next owners were
John Van Gorden and his wife
(1854). In 1860 they sold the
building to John Crop who trans-
ferred title to Mr. and Mrs.
Conrad Schneider in 1866. Ten
years later, in 1876, James S.
Wallace reacquired the property.
In 1882, it was again sold to
Johanna Christian Geyer and her
husband. The estate of the de-
ceased Johanna Geyer was willed
to her heirs in 1901. They were:
Sophia Middaugh and husband;
Amanda E. Terwilliger and hus-
band; Ernest Beck; Louise J.
. Frieh; William Beck; George H.
Beck; M. Wilhelmina and Cather-
ine A. Beck. On October 24th,
1921, Frederick A. Beck and
Louise M. Beck, bought the
property from the heirs. The
following day, it was again sold to
Andy B. Middaugh and Catherine,
his wife. John Freebour received
the property from Mr. Middaugh
on November 22, 1934. Vera E.

Myer, in 1946, bought the house

from Emmett V. Steele. She sold
to Tom and Jessie Kiley in 1955.
On February 16, 1959, Tom Kiley
sold to Joseph A. and Margaret S.
Gagnon. The county then acquired
the property for the purpose of
building a new courthouse,

* It is assumed that the building
was operated for the most part as
a tavern thruout the years. Under

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Beck's owner-
ship, they operated it as a board-
ing house and saloon, According to
information obtained from Mrs.
Carolyn Depuy and Mrs. Roger
Sheen, the first state police in
Milford boarded here and their
horses were stabled in a large barn
in the rear of the house.

The first Register which is now
in the Historical Society, shows
the name of some noted celebri-
ties. Norman Lehde’s “Pike
County Days” notes that William
Jennings Bryan and James J.
Corbett, the pugilist were two of
the notables who stayed at the

Vandermark. The names of many
of the old families and early
settlers are found listed as guests..
They stayed in the Vandermark
when they were called for Jury

_Duty. The ‘horse and buggy'

travel was not speedy, and it was.
simpler to stay at the county seat:
while court was being held. !

The demolishment of the Van-
dermark ends a colorful era in.
Milford's history. This hotel touch-
ed on many lives and profided &
meeting place for residents for the
past two centuries. If the walls
could talk ... what tales would be
told! -

Walsh ° home

1t is hard to imagine the Walsh’s
peaceful home on Catherine Street
as the bustling homestead of the
past century filled with the activi-
ties of Jacob Schorr, his large
family, and his various businesses.
In those days the property includ-
ed a 45 {oot barn, hall of which
accommodated the horses, wagons
and mules necessary for a stage
line and a prosperous ice business.
The part of the barn bordering the
alley was thickly insulated with
cork and was used as an ice house.
For over ihirty years “Jake”
Schorr cut ice from Sawkill Pond

{and sometimes the Delaware, ff -

the weather was right) and deliv-
ered it by wagon to Pike Coun-
tians. He retired from the jce

_ business at the age of 75 to the

lighter demands of local carting
and farming.

Born in 1838 at wlﬂ-hemberg. .

Germany, Jacob Schorr came to
America as a small boy. He was
living in Milford when he enlisted
in Company B, 151st Regiment,
Pennsylvania Infantry - the only
full company of volunteers from
Pike County in the Union Army in
the Civil War. On July 1, 1863,
this regiment was in position at
Seminary Ridge when attacked.
They lost 287 men, including their
General Reynolds. They fell back
and iook a position on Cemetery
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Hill where they faced Picketts
Charge on the second day. Jacob
Schorr also served with his regi-
ment at Gettysburg and at Chan- -
cellorsville. He was discharged as.
.a corporal in 1863 when his
enlistment term expired. :
_ After returning to Milford,
Jacob Schorr worked as a driver -
for the “Findlay and Wheeler”
Stage-Line. A few years later he
purchased the roperty where he
would build his home. In 1873 he
purchased at livery stable behind
Gregory's Garage on Broad Street
. and went into business for himself -
“driving his own stage between.
Milford and Port Jervis. The stage "
route followed what is now called
the Old Milford Road, stopping to
rest at the “Halfway House,” later
the “Everg‘l‘een,“ 'Jake Schorr *
took an active interest in town
affairs, and during these years no
parade was complete without his
familiar figure driving the stage.
The Findlay coach that he drove ;
was donated to the Historical *
Society by the Findlay family and <
is on display at Moon Valley Park,

In 1869, Jacob Schorr and Mary
Stichler of Dingman Township
were married. Together they built
their home on Catherine Street,.
the same house where years later
they celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary by renewing

. their vows and pledges amidst
- their many friends and relatives,

children and grandchildren. The
Schorr’s six children were born
and raised in their house - John,
Frank, Lulu, Jacob, Fannie, and
Leonard. Running a large house-
hold was very different in the
1800's than it is today. Mary
Schorr undoubtedly worked long
hours taking care of her family,
but she found time to be active in

‘the Prsbyterian Church and to
.enjoy her many friends.

.+ Leonard Schorr, who was born_
in 1896, lives in Milford with his -

wife since retiring as a fireman in

Garden City, New York. He
-recalls the fun of accompanying his’
Aather on the stagecoach'and also

the hard work of helping with the
ice business. He remembers deliv-
ering ice to the Yale Forestry
School, now the Pinchot Institute.
The Schorrs are enjoying living in
Milford and' recently celebrated

-their Golden Wedding Anniver-

y. N
Frank Schorr was the County

«Surveyor for many years before
. moving with his family to Scran-

ton. John and Jacob remained-in
Milford, as did Fannie who mar-
ried Ernest C.-Wood. Lulu mar-
ried Robert Terwilliger and lived
in Ridgewood, New Jersey. She
returned to Miiford several years
ago to visit the house where she
was born. Mr. and Mrs. Walsh

-enjoyed meeting her and learning

some of the history of their home.



The structure of the Schorr
‘house Mustrates an early style of
-architecture popular in this area in
the 1800's. The I-type house can be
desm'bed'a!, 8 two story house

with attic, one room deep, with a
full eeliar, and a gahle roof with
end chimneys.” This form was
developed in the lower Delaware
Valley hy the 1700°s, and first
appeared ‘in this area in‘the late
1700’s. The exterior and interior
details changed with the current
style of the period. This form often
acquired additions, two rooms
‘were added 1o the rear of the
Schorr house to accommodate the
"Schorr's growing family.

_The interior of the Schorr house
included the original four rooms
with a central entry leading to a
simple stairway. The two rooms
downstairs were heated by parlor
stoves with exterior chimneys.
one of which has been removed.
The cellar was separated into Lwo
rooms by the stairway. One room
was finished with a large cooking
stove. The cellar kitchen was a
solution to the heat of the summer
cooking fire. The other room was a
vegetable cellar with a large
preserve rack.

The Walsh’s hought their home
in 1952 from Lillian Gourley
Sehorr, widow of Jacob Schorr.
The interior of the house has been
redecorated, with linoleum cover-
ing the wide floor boards and
paneling on some of the walls. But
many original details are obvious,
and the house is still furnished
with many of the beautiful pieces
belonging to Jacob and Mary
Schorzr. .

The Van Tassell
House

Mrs. Howard Green's house,

next to the Methodist Church on .

Ann Street, is truly one of the
landmarks of Milford.

. On August T, 1827, Samuel G.
Thrall sold the property on the
‘“Northeasterly Corner” of Fourth
and Ann Streets to the Trustees of
the Milford Academy. So says the
beautifully - written deed in Mrs.
Green's possession.

It would seem logical that the
Trustees bought the land for the
purpose of building a school there,
for .A History of Milford High
School;~ written by George W.
Turner and Norman B. Lehde has
this to say: “In time, thie exact
date is not known, a rather
pretentious, building, with a cupo-
Ja, was erected -on lower Ann
Street, adjoining the Methodist
Church. 1t was usually called .“The
Academy.” Generations of Milford
children learned their ‘three R's’
there. The building, having been
remodeled, still stands, presently

occupied by the Van Tassell fam-
ily.” Mrs. Green, of course, before
her marriage, was Edna Van
Tassell.

On May 31, 1882, the Trustees
of the Milford Academy conveyed
the property to the Board of
School Directors of the Indepen-
dent School District of Milford.
Incidentally, if anyone has a
picture of the old “Academy,” the
Historical Society would appreci-
ate being allowed to make a copy
of it. When the Independent
Schoo! District no longer needed
the old "Academy” for a school,

‘they put it up for sale to the

highest bidder. oo

The buyer was John Charles
Grasmuk of Manhattan, who got it
for $950. Mr. Grasmuk had the
building remodeled as a summer
home for his family. When the
building was a school, its longer
side had faced Ann Street, and it
had no excavated foundation. Mr.
Grasmuk had a cellar dug and a
foundation laid, then he had the
building swung around on to it,
with the aid of timbers and teams
of horses, so that the house’s
longer side now runs along Fourth
Street and the narrower side faces
Ann Street. (If the Academy was

indeed built around 1827, then it'

was there before the present
Methodist Church, for the latter
was pot built until 1865.) Mr.
Grasmuk had bathrooms installed
and provided scientific flues for
the swoves, fireplace, kitchen
renge, et.. He had a family - of
daughters and kept “help” to do
the work, so the many rooms of

“the house must have been occu-
- pied. (His daughter Ca.rie mar-

ried and had a son named Herbert
Buri, who married Audrey Wolf of
Milford. The Burts, who live in

~ Atlanta, were in Milford just

recently on account of the death of

* Audrey’s mother, Mrs. Ethel De-

trich Wolf). Eventually the Gras-
muk family found that they prefer-
red going to the seashore for the
summer, and they put the house
up for sale. :

‘Tt was bought by Mrs. Green’s
grandmother, Mrs. Pernina Van
Tassell, in 1915. She had lived in
the old Herrick place, diagonally
across from the Grasmuk proper-
ty, and she saw the paossibility of
running the big house as a board-
ing house, which she did for many
years. The Van Tassells were
hospitable and had many friepds
among the “old-timers” of the
town. On holiday occasions there
was always room for one more at
their large dining-room table, and
certain of their acquaintances who
might otherwise be alone on the
holiday were always invited to
come and eat with them. Because
they lived beside the church, they

L2

also betriended along line of Meth-
odist preachers and their families,
from World War 1 days down to
the present time.

Mrs. Green's father, William
Van Tassell, had been in the livery
business, When the automobile
came along, he continued to drive
people wherever they wanted to
go, charging them fixed rates to
-various points in the area. Mrs.
Green’s late husband was a ticket
agent for the Erie Railroad, and
since she is not a “thrower-outer,”
she has an interesting collection of
memorabilia on local transporta-
tion. . '

One group of people which
William Van Tassell drove about in
the early days was the motion-
picture crews. In one picture Mary
Pickford was supposed to be in
danger of being swept over a
waterfall. She agreed to do the bit
only if Mr. Van Tassell held the
wire they had tied around her,
which he did. Another time Edna
Van Tassell got to be in the film
with Francis X. Bushman when
they needed a child in the scene. ,

Mrs. Green and her daughter
Adista, along with their_ cocker
spaniel Napoleon, still live in the
Van Tassell homestead “and still

keep alive the house’s spirit of
hospitality.

What aspects of the house make
it worthy of preservation? For one
thing, it's a large “Victorian” type
of house which fits in with other
homes along the length of Ann
Street. The simple structure with
its gable roof. and straight sides
gains character from a8 number of
influences. The white trim which
follows the eaves forms a pedi-

‘ment to remind -us.of Greek
“Revival. The brackets under the.

eaves are Italianate, The entrance
and wrap around porch were
undoubtedly renovations done in
1905 to make the house conform to
a fairly well-to-do family’s idea of a
fashionable summer home. -

Home of Ethel Wolie

Another of the solid and sub-
stantial homes of another era is
the Ethel Wolfe house. This is ¢
located on the corner of Harford
and Sixth Streets dnd has watched
a lot of history pass by its doors,
since it was sold to Seth William-

son in the early 1830's. The date of
construction is undetermined.
Afler owning the property for
27 years, the Williamson's sold it
to Henry B. Wells and Phoebe H.
Wells. In 1867, the Wells sold to.
Elizabeth Finger who in turn sold
to Sera A. Finger in 1903. The
current owners, the late Edward
and Ethel Wolie bought the house
in 1925. Several additions were
.made to the original structure by
‘the Wolfe's. The house is now



owned by Mr! dnd Mrs. Wolle's
daughter, Audrey Wolle Burt.
Typically Victorian, the Wolle
House with decorative dentils and
backels under the eaves and porch
roof; plus the unique recessed attic

window give the house substance

and character. The deeply recess-
ed douhie {ront door, with bevell-
ed plass and the floor length
windows are other attractive fea-
tures of this landmark home.

The picket fence is no longer

there, And trucks and cars on
Route 6 heat a noisy path past. the
‘house. Legislative Routeé 746
which passes the side of the house
is the gateway to some of (he
developments in Dingman and
Delaware Townships making this
a very husy corner. But a house
that has endured the dust of
unpaved roads and the horse and
carriage, can easily withstand the
advances of Progress!

Zaloom House

The imposing “Zaloom™ house on
West Harford Street was not
always so distinguished. It was, at
one time, a “Sleeping Beauty”..
waiting for someone with imagin-
ation to bring it to its present

- stately appearance.

Buiit by Clinton Wolie in 1903
for Madame Garnier, George B.
and Marie Zaloom bought the
house in 1923...and...the transfor-
mation began! )

According to Virginia Depuy,
one of Zaloom's daughters, her
mother was less than thrilled with

her father’s choice of 8 summer

home for the family. But, with her
characteristic vigor, Marie Zaloom
immediately set to work to change
the exterior and interior of the
house.

In redesigning their Milford
home, Mrs, Zaloom was guided by
the needs of her husband and four

children, Vivian, Jeanne, Virginia
and Ernest. Her first consider-
ation was to provide plenty of
room. Room for them to live...to
grow...and be with their friends
and family. With this in mind,
porches were removed; some en-
enclosed; and some added with
rooms above to give added space.

On the first floor, a free flowing
effect was achieved by removing
doors and constructing arched
doorways. The high ceilings gave a

‘leeling of space. The decorative

crystal chandeliers highly pol-.
ished hardwood floors and import-
ed furnishings, made this & home
for gracious living!

The “Mediterranean Look™ was.
brought about by applying stucco
to the exterior of the original
structure. Stucco was widely used
in the 20's .

The Sawkill Hoﬁse

The Hoﬁestea.d

“Inglenook”

The Sawkill House was reputed to be one of
Milford’s first hotels. The section ihat is left is
located on East Harford Street (Between the Arco

-Garage and Dr. Edwards Guidance Center. v

' 1n design, the Sawkill House was similar to the
hmmick Inn. It was three stories in height with two
large porches acress the front of the hotel on the first
and second floors. It was built in 1823 by Lewis
Cornelius. He ran the tavern while the main hotel

. was being constructed.

When completed, it contained a public hall,
sleeping quarters and a dining room. For several
years, tﬁe main hall was used as the Masonic Lodge

“Hall. The hotel could accomodate 60 people and the

After an arsonists fire in March 1975, all traces of
the “Homestead” one of Milford's most popular
hotels has disappeared. Bulldozers levelled what
little was left and filled in the foundations. This
closed another chapter in the Hotel Industry which
flourished in Milford during the 19th, and the early
part of this century.

In recent years, anyone viewing the decaying
rambling old structure would find it hard to
imagine that 100 guests used to be housed, fed and
entertained here. The large dance floor was a
popular attraction and swimming facilities in the
Vandermark Creek was enjoyed by guests of all

ages.

well known Drexel Brothers, bankers; and Horace
Greeley were among its famous guest. ~

When Lewis Cornelius died, his daughter ran the
hotel, but in a short time, business began to decline.
In an attempt to rebuild business, new owners
installed bowling alleys on the ground floor. This was
the last improvement to be made before the Sawkill
House was closed, .

After the front section of the building was
demolished, the section that was left was taken over
by the Odd Fellows Lodge and used as their meeting
hall. Following the Odd Fellows dissolution, apart-
ments were made in the building.

The present owners are Frank and Vilma
Guttenberger, of West Catherine Street, Milford.

The Homestead was an imposing 4 story building
with tree shaded covered porches on two levels. It
was built by Abram D. Brown. To build the hotel in
the late 1800’s, Mr. Brown demolished a tannery he

Ahad been operating on his site. Average rates were
°$2.50 a day and $10.00 to $18.00 per week. ‘

In the late 1930's, the Methodist Church bought
the hotel and property, planning to use it as a home
for Senior citizens. A plan sponsored by the Milford
Pastor of the Methodist Church. Because of latk of
sufficient funds to cary out the extensive renova.
tions necessary, the plaps were never carried out;

For several years, the hotel and grounds wers

L

used by various groups, as a camp

210 East Harford Street, Milford, now a one famil;
dwelling, is an excellent example of Victorian store architecture, -
It was built in 1875 by Sheriff C.A. Smith who lived next door [200
Third Street]. The store was operated by a Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Hafiner. Mr. Hatfner repaired, designed and manufactured harnesses, .
saddles and other supplies, plus making repairs on other leather goods.
During the last part of the 19th Century and the first part of this
century, this shop was the center of great activity for the people of
Miliord and the surrounding area. The advent of the aytomobile caused
the business to close and the store was renovated and converted into
living quarters. There are three bedrooms and bath in the second
gtory. Living room, dining area and kitchen take up the first floor. A
few years ago, it was sgain used commercially as a shop for fire place
accessories. This building has clean classic lines. It is unadorned except
for the decorative brackets and pilasters, and the curved attic window.
The recessed, hand carved front door, with bevelled glass in arched
frames, is the unusal ‘jewel’ of this house. The building is owned by

Derek Huber, and occupied by tenants.
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