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Town of Riverdale Park
Contact Information

Town Hall

5008 Queensbury Road
301-927-6381

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Department of Public Works
5012 Queensbury Road
301-927-6381

7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Police Department
5004 Queensbury Road
301-927-4343
24-hours

Bates Trucking and Trash
Collection

Bulk Trash Collection

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
301-773-2069

*Residents must contact Bates by 2
p.m. on Tuesday for a Wednesday
pickup. Residents may request a bulk
trash pickup online at
www.batestrucking.com. Click on
Customer Center and complete the
Request Service form.

It’s Time for the
2020 Census

What is the Census?

The census is a count of every person who lives in the United States and its
territories. It happens every 10 years. In early 2020, you will be asked to count
everyone who lives in your home as of April 1. Responding to the 2020 Census is a
chance to shape your future.

Why should | participate?
Residents should complete the census because it is safe, easy, and important.

e Safe: Your personal information is confidential, including citizenship and other
sensitive data, by law. Disclosure of personal data is subject to fine or
imprisonment.

e Easy: You can complete the census online, by phone, or by mail. You can respond
in 13 different languages via phone or online.

e Important: Data from the census provides the basis for annually distributing
more than $675 billion in federal funds which helps fund our roads, schools,
hospitals, Medicaid, and many other programs.

How can | complete the Census?

In early 2020, every household in America will receive a notice to complete the
census online, by phone, or by mail. Kiosks will be available at Town Hall for
residents to complete their 2020 Census forms online. Town Hall will be a 2020
Census hub from March 23" and March 27,

When will I receive an invitation?

Residents will receive an invitation to go online to complete the census
questionnaire between March 12" and 20™. Reminder letters will be sent out
between March 16™ and 24™. Residents who have not responded will receive a
reminder postcard between March 26 and April 3.

How long will it take?
Completing the census should take no more than 10 minutes.

How secure is my information?

Your responses to the 2020 Census are safe, secure, and protected by federal law.
Your answers can only be used to produce statistics. They cannot be used against
you by any government agency or court in any way—not by the FBI, not by the CIA,

not by the DHS, and not by ICE.
census

2020
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Council Actions

Legislative Meeting
February 3, 2020

Consent Agenda
Motion to approve consent agenda items: - Approved

1.

Fence Permit Request: 5-foot wooden privacy fence in
backyard of 6315 47th Avenue

Fence Permit Request: 6-foot wooden fence in backyard
of 4603 East West Highway

Minutes: December 16, 2019 Special Legislative Meeting;
December 2, 2019 Legislative Meeting; October 28, 2019
Work Session

Legislative Action Items:

1.

Introduction of Ordinance 2020-OR-02 regarding
purchase of 5000 Queensbury Road - Introduced
Introduction of Ordinance 2020-OR-03 Food Truck Hubs -
Introduced

Introduction of Ordnance
Donation Bins - Introduced
Motion to authorize Town Manager to sign Rivertech
Court Transfer Agreement - Approved

Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-01 regarding vision
and commitment to Community Engagement and
Transparency - Adopted

Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-02 regarding Verizon
Cable Television Franchise Renewal Negotiations and
Needs Assessment - Adopted

2020-OR-04 regarding

COME GROW WITHUS!

WE & TOWN LIFE!

Save the Date!

March 16, 2020 - State of the Town Presentation
(Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.)

April 18, 2020 - FY2021 Budget Public Hearing
(Town Hall at 9:30 a.m.)

April 25, 2020 - FY2021 Budget Public Hearing
(Town Hall at 9:30 a.m.)

Please plan to join us!

Town of Riverdale Park
www.riverdaleparkmd.gov

Mayor
Alan K. Thompson
akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Council Members
Ward 1 — Marsha Dixon, 301-531-4230
mdixon@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ward 2 — Aaron Faulx, 860-970-7776
afaulx@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ward 3 — David Lingua, 301-779-3849
djlingua@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ward 4 — Christopher Henry, 301-910-9855
chenry@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ward 5 — Colleen Richardson, 240-646-6457
crichardson@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ward 6 — Hala Mayers, 301-927-6381
hmayers@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Administration
John N. Lestitian, Town Manager
jnlesititian@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Jessica Barnes, Town Clerk
jbarnes@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ivy Lewis, Public Projects and Services Director
ilewis@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Ryan Chelton, Development Services Director
rchelton@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Paul Smith, Finance and Employee Services
Director
psmith@riverdaleparkmd.gov

David Morris, Chief of Police
dmorris@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Fire Department - Emergency 911
Information - 301-927-0356
Brian Carpio, Fire Chief
Eng7twr@yahoo.com;
info@riverdalevfd.com;
www.riverdalevfd.com

The Town Crier is also available on the Town’s
Website: www.riverdaleparkmd.gov

Submission deadline: 15th of each month
Send submissions to:
towncrier@riverdaleparkmd.gov
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Fair Summary of
Legislation

ORDINANCE 2020-OR-02

This is to give notice that the Riverdale Park Town
Council has introduced and intends to take action
on Ordinance 2020-OR-02.

Ordinance 2020-OR-02 would authorize and
approve the Town’s purchase of certain property
owned by Charles Morris at 5000 Queensbury Road
under certain terms and conditions.

ORDINANCE 2020-OR-03

This is to give notice that the Riverdale Park Town
Council has introduced and intends to take action
on Ordinance 2020-OR-03.

Ordinance 2020-OR-03 would regulate the location
and operation of food trucks and food truck hubs in
the Town of Riverdale Park; require a certain
permit and permit fee to operate a food truck hub;
provide penalties for violations; provide for certain
appeals; provide that the provisions of this
Ordinance are severable; and generally relate to
the operation of food trucks and food truck hubs in
the Town of Riverdale Park .

ORDINANCE 2020-OR-04

This is to give notice that the Riverdale Park Town
Council has introduced and intends to take action
on Ordinance 2020-OR-04.

Ordinance 2020-OR-04 would regulate through
permit requirements, performance criteria and
violations and penalties the placing, keeping and
maintaining donation bins in the Town of Riverdale
Park.

Ordinances 2020-OR-02, 2020-0OR-03, and 2020-
OR-04 are available for inspection by the public at
Town Hall during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

RIVERDALE PARK TOWN COUNCIL
BY: JESSICA E. BARNES, TOWN CLERK

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Alan K. Thompson

As is usual this time of year, the days are getting longer
and the weather is (in fits and starts) getting warmer.
March weather is always unpredictable, but we do
know that spring arrives this month...along with daylight
savings time.

2020 Census

Starting March 12 through March 20, households will
begin receiving official Census Bureau mail with detailed
information on how to respond to the 2020 Census
online, by phone, or by mail. Take your pick on how to
respond, but it is essential that you do respond. The
information collected during the Census determines
how many representatives Maryland has in the US
House of Representatives (and electors in presidential
elections); the amount of federal money available for
schools and grants to the Town; and funding for food
stamps and children’s health insurance. | know that
many people are worried about their information being
misused, but there are severe penalties for census staff
who release information about individuals, individual
households, or individual businesses (fines of up to
$250,000 and up to five years jail time), and | haven’t
found any record that these laws have ever been
violated. In addition, all census staff with access to
information about individuals have taken a lifetime oath
to protect the confidential and private information
entrusted to them. Riverdale Park has several difficult-
to-count populations, including students, immigrants,
non-English speakers, the very young, and the very old.
This means we need to encourage all of our friends and
neighbors to accurately answer the nine questions for
each person living in the household, which should take
around ten minutes for a typical household.

Each person missed is estimated to cost the
Town/County/State a total of more than $20,000 over
the next ten years, so make sure to count every person
(from the age of 1 second to 130 years) where they live
(and if there’s any uncertainty about that, put them on
the form for where they are staying on April 1, 2020).
The town will be providing computers and an internet
connection at Town Hall (5008 Queensbury) for anyone
who needs them, and we will be holding events in
coordination with the County to encourage all residents
to participate and be counted. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact Town Hall or me
— we want to have the most accurate count we can!



Purple Line Construction

| typically only get a few weeks (at best) of advance
notice on Purple Line activities, so it is best to sign up
for announcements directly from
https://www.purplelinemd.com/construction/. There is
nothing new (continued construction including
temporary lane closures all along the path of the project
through town), but | wanted to remind everyone that
bridge ramp construction will make enough progress in
the next month that turns across Kenilworth into/out of
Quesada and Quintana will no longer be allowed. The
Town Council will need to remove the one-way
restriction on 54" between Quintana and Quesada to
allow drivers to enter and exit the neighborhood via the
shopping center parking lot. If you have immediate
guestions or concerns about construction, you can call
the project help line 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
at 240-424-5325 or send e-mail to
outreach@pltcllic.com.

Centennial Celebration

As I've mentioned before, the Town will be having its
100%™ birthday on June 14. Plans are still evolving, but
we will have the main part of the celebration on
Saturday, June 13. At this time we have 2020 calendars
celebrating the history of the town (available at Town
Hall for $10), some of the music for the event has been
scheduled including the Wild Anacostia’s and Chopteeth
Afrofunk Big Band (both have members with Riverdale
Park connections!), and | believe that Denizen’s Brewery
will be brewing a special Centennial beer as part of our
celebration. Keep reading the Town Crier, follow the
town and town council members on social media to
keep up to date on what will happen — and contact
Council Member Aaron Faulx if you want to contribute
ideas, time, and energy to making the event happen!

Bits and Pieces

As is often true, there’s a lot more going on than | can
put in an article, so here we go (contact me if you want
more information). The Town email lists were down for
a few weeks, but are back up (TownTalk is, at least for
the moment, on a different server — groups.io under the

name RPTownTalk — than Town Announce). The
Maryland Legislature is in session, with at least a few
bills that may impact the town in play — one that would
change the structure of liquor licenses; another that will
fund the Sustainable Maryland program that certifies
our Green Team; and | imagine more than one bill to lay
the financial foundations for implementing the Kirwan
plan for improving public education. We are aware of
stormwater issues at the Waggertail Dog Park and are
in discussions with Parks and Planning on how to
improve that situation. Our Green Team is working on
recertification, with the application package due in July;
anyone interested in helping out should contact our
Green Team lead Lora Katz (contact me or Town Hall to
get in touch with her). Last but not least, I'd like to
thank everyone for sending me to the Maryland
Mayor’s Association meeting in early February — |
learned a lot at the meeting and build important
relationships with other mayors from around the state.

Contact Me

If you have any questions or comments about any
aspect of Town government, please contact me by e-
mail (akthompson@riverdaleparkmd.gov) or phone
(301-237-0632). | also monitor accounts on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. | will get back to you as quickly
as | can, but please remember that while | love being
Mayor, | have a full-time job during the day with an
associated commute (as do the other members of the
Town Council), and it may take me a little while to get
back to you. If you leave me a voice mail (and please do
if | don’t answer!) I'd be grateful if you could let me
know what times are good for me to call you back.
Thanks!

I'll be back here in April, when spring will truly be here!

Stay up-to-date with all of the
happenings in Town:

v" Check out the Town’s website
www.riverdaleparkmd.gov

v’ Like the Town’s Facebook page

v" Read the Town Manager’s Status
and Information Report
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Ward 2 Report

CM Aaron Faulx

Centennial Update:

It’s been a pretty hectic last couple of weeks on the
Council side but it’s one of those times where | really
appreciate and enjoy the responsibility of getting to
represent the Town. Things are starting to come
together for our Centennial and I'm really excited about
the events and activities that we are going to achieve as
a town over the next year. Denizen’s Brewing Company
has agreed to make a small batch of a Centennial beer
to help us commemorate this momentous occasion.
Town Center Market has also agreed to host an event
after the conclusion of our celebrations at 8pm on
Saturday, June 13™". We hope to be able to close the
portion of Queensbury the sits between TCM and
Mable Munch Park in order to help celebrate their new
outside patio as well as our Centennial. However, the
final decision making on that will be made by the RPPD
and the Fire Department.

Historic House and Garden Tour:

The Historic House and Garden walking tour will occur
this year on Saturday, May 16". Make sure to mark
that date in your Riverdale Park Centennial Calendar. If
you haven’t purchased one yet they are still available at
Town Hall. The Centennial Historical Subcommittee
met on Thursday, February 20" to start discussions and
planning for the Historic House and Garden Tour. We
have so many beautiful homes to showcase in Riverdale
Park! The work of Doug McElrath and his students at
the University of Maryland has helped enshrine these
homes and bring their history to light. We need to start
making this an annual event in order to celebrate our
history and their work.

Riverdale Park Green Team:

The Riverdale Park Green Team participated in
Sustainable Maryland’s Route 1 Summit at the Colmar
Manor Community Center on Thursday, February 13",
The Town was represented by Lora Katz, Alex Hirtle,
Sarah Batto, Mara Faulx, and me. Please join me in
saying thank you to these residents for participating on
behalf of the Town and helping us maintain and grow
our commitment to sustainability and the environment.
At the Summit, 15 local municipalities discussed what
their towns are doing to highlight their commitment to
environmental sustainability. It was quite inspiring to
see all of these communities’ efforts and the pride that
they carry from their homes to events like these. Our

own Lora Katz was the first to speak and she highlighted
what we are doing as a town but also where we need to
go. We are grateful for her Herculean efforts pertaining
to sustainability and environmental awareness in
Riverdale Park and thankful that she’s on our team! We
need to continue to grow that team, however. If you
are interested in joining our Green team, please reach
out to me and I'll make sure that you get on our email
list.

Green Team Continued:

These are just a random collection of my thoughts that |

had while listening to the other communities discuss

what they were attempting to do.

v" I'd like to see some more dog waste stations
throughout the town. I've noticed an abundance of
dog waste in the community while walking our dog
around the area which is both unsanitary and
unsightly. Please take care of our shared spaces
and pick up after you dog.

v" Many local communities are arranging stations for
the drop off of compost or even compost pick up. |
don’t think that picking up compost for residents is
attainable yet, but | do want to try and arrange
compost drop off location(s) in the town.

v’ Sustainable Maryland is creating a new designation,
Bee City USA. | would like to utilize the space we
are creating on the Field of Dreams location to
promote pollinator gardens and achieve that
designation.

v' With our desire to plant 100 trees in the town for
our Centennial, | also want to pursue the
designation of Tree City USA.

v" Greenbelt discussed “How to zero waste an event”
as one of their initiatives. | would love to try and
take steps in that direction for all town event’s in
the future.

v | can’t wait until we start work on building our first
community garden on the site of the old Boys and
Girls club.

Riverdale Park Business Association:

Riverdale Park Business Association (RPBA) President
Mike Herman invited me to speak to the group on
Wednesday, February 12th on the upcoming Centennial
and started a dialogue on how they can activate for the
events. | was grateful to be invited and look forward to



more conversations with RPBA in the future. There is
still a lot of planning that needs to occur so stay tuned!

Riverdale Park Farmer’s Market:

This past May, Jim Coleman and | discussed increasing
the Town’s commitment to supporting supplemental
nutritional assistance. It is an issue that impacts both of
us. As an educator, some of my favorite times are being
around my students when they are eating. Their needs
are being met. They are happy. They are fulfilled. We
live in a time period where roughly 1/5 students suffer
from food insecurity. They don’t know when their next
meal is going to occur. This is a statistic that | find to be
crushing. Jim mentioned to me that he would like to
see the Town increase its commitment by 10% to 20%.
This would be an increase of $300-$600 dollars. Inthe
face of a national political discussion where the WIC
Farmers Market Nutrition Program has been
recommended to be unfunded, | think that we can do
better in Riverdale Park. Although | don’t expect that
the House will allow for these cuts to occur, | will be
recommending to Town Council that we find the budget
space to allocate these additional funds to our Farm
Market. While | want to see food, insecurity solved
across the country, Riverdale Park is a place where we
can achieve this. Ward 2 resident Chris Fike has
proposed to me multiple times that we need to be
developing a no cost pantry and host food drives in
order to help provide for those less fortunate that live
amongst us. Let’s utilize our 100™" birthday celebration
to make sure that none are left behind in Riverdale
Park.

Contact:

Don’t hesitate to call, text, email, or tweet to me any
comments, questions, or concerns. | can be reached at
the following locations:

Call/Text: 860-970-7776

Email: afaulx@riverdaleparkmd.gov

Twitter: @RPMdWard?2

March is Ethics
Awareness Month

Since 2017 the Town has recognized March as Ethics
Awareness Month. This is an annual recognition that
Ethics is central to our work as a municipal corporation.
Each March the staff team rededicates its decision-
making and daily work to ethical principles required by
our professions. As part of this effort, every member of

the Town staff team participates in Ethics Training that
includes discussions on common ethical questions and
situations.

Texting and phone use are
leading causes of
distracted driving. The law
in Maryland prohibits the

#weptRe use of a handheld phone

while driving. This includes

the writing, sending or reading of a text or
electronic message. Avoid a fine and park the
phone before you drive.

All distractions endanger drivers, passengers and
pedestrians. Most distractions involve cognitive
and sensory distraction. When you make a call on
a hand-held phone you are not only holding and
looking at the phone, you are also dialing, listening
and thinking about the conversation.

Driver distractions include:
e Texting
¢ Using a cell phone or smartphone
e Eating and drinking
¢ Talking to passengers
e Grooming
¢ Reading, including maps
e Using a navigation system
e Watching a video
¢ Adjusting a radio, CD player, or MP3 player

Remember distractions are:

e Visual - looking at something other than the
road

¢ Auditory - hearing something not related to
driving

e Manual - manipulating something other
than the wheel

o Cognitive - thinking about something other
than driving

http://www.mva.maryland.gov/safety/distracteddr
iving.htm
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Snow Information

Snow and Ice Removal

As we enter the snow season, please note that Public
Works crews will be plowing and salting Town streets
and parking lots to clear snow and ice. As in the past,
we will treat our streets in the following method:

Primary Streets - i.e.,
Riverdale Road, Taylor
Road, Lafayette Avenue,
Queensbury Road, etc.

Residential Streets — i.e.,
Oliver Street, Madison
Street, Rittenhouse
Street, 47" Avenue,
Somerset Road, Sora
Lane, etc.

Please note: our major roadways, (Rt. 201, Rt. 1, Rt.
410, Good Luck Road), will be treated by the State and
County.

Residents will be responsible for doing their part by
keeping the walkway in front of their property cleaned
of snow and ice after each event.

What Residents Can Do?

e  Whenever possible, move parked cars off the
street so that snowplows can remove the snow
from the street from curb to curb.

e [f off-street parking is not available, park on the
even side of the street (violators will be subject
to having their vehicles impounded and fined
5250 - 64-10(b)(c)).

e Be patient during any snow emergency as crews
work around the clock to clear the streets.

e C(Clear sidewalks in front of residence and refrain
from depositing snow back on to the roadway
(this can potentially cause an accident).

Snow Emergency Conditions

Snow emergency conditions shall be considered in
effect within the Town of Riverdale Park whenever a
snow emergency is declared in effect in Prince George's
County by the Prince George's County Executive, the
Maryland State Highway Administration, or the
Maryland State Police.

Laws that apply:

e During any period in which a snow emergency
condition exists and a snow emergency is in effect,
it shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any part
of any street designated as a snow emergency
street, provided that signs have been erected on
that street giving notice that such street is a
designated snow emergency street.

e During any period in which a snow emergency
condition is in effect, it shall be unlawful to park any
vehicle on the odd-numbered side of any public
street in the Town of Riverdale Park regardless of
whether such street has been designated a snow
emergency street. Streets with parking restricted on
one side are exempt from this section.

e Any vehicle parked in violation of the snow
emergency provisions of the section may be
removed and impounded by or under the direction
of any duly authorized police officer.

e The owner of said vehicle, in addition to any towing
or impound fee, shall be liable for a fine of $250.

Riverdale Park Arts
Council (RPAC)
2020 Meeting Schedule

Location: Riverdale Park Town Hall - Conference Room
Time: 7:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
(guest speakers during the first part of each meeting)
March 11
April 15
May 13
June 17

N2

riverdale park arts council

SAVE THE DATE!

Riverdale Park ArtsFest
May 9, 2020

membership application & info at:
www.rpartscouncil.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Farmer’s
Youth Regular M-UTC Market Boy Scouts
Entrepreneurs Legislative Meeting 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. to
in Fine Art Meeting 7:30 p.m. 7 p.m 9 p.m.
3 p.m.to 8:00 p.m. (Town Center)
6 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Youth Farmer’s Boy Scouts Madison Hill
Entrepreneurs Market 7 p.m. to HOA Meeting
in Fine Art 3 p.m.to 9p.m. 10:30 a.m.
3 p.m.to 7 p.m.
6 p.m. (Town Center)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Youth State of the Farmer’s Boy Scouts Bulk Trash
Entrepreneurs Town Market 7 p.m. to Drop-Off
in Fine Art 7:00 p.m. 3 p.m.to 9 p.m. 9a.m.to
3 p.m.to 7 p.m. 2p.m.
6 p.m. (Town Center)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Youth Town Hall Town Hall Town Hall Town Hall Town Hall
Entrepreneurs Census Hub Census Hub Census Hub Census Hub Census Hub
in Fine Art
3p.m.to Farmer’s Boy Scouts
6 p.m. Market 7 p.m. to
3 p.m.to 9 p.m.
7 p.m.
(Town Center)
29 30 31
All meetings and events are held at Town Hall unless another location is
Youth Council indicated. Also, all meetings are open to the public so please plan to join
Entrepreneurs Work Session us!
|2 Fine ?rt 8:00 p.m. Trash collection occurs on Mondays and Thursdays. Recycling and yard
:.m. ° waste is collected on Wednesdays. Please contact the Department of
p-m. Public Works at 301-927-6381 for more information.

Save the Date:

March 16" State of the Town Presentation

April 18 Budget Public Hearing at 9:30 am Town Hall
April 25t Budget Public Hearing at 9:30 am Town Hall
April 25t Earth Day Clean-Up

May 16" Centennial Event: Historic Homes Tour




