
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
Resolution 2024-R-11 

Introduced by:   CM David Lingua

Date Introduced:  June 10, 2024

Date Adopted:   June 10, 2024

Date Effective:  June 10, 2024

FOR THE PURPOSE OF expressing the Town of Riverdale Park’s urgent call for peace, an 
immediate ceasefire, and an end to all violence; to provide humanitarian aid; to recognize the 
sanctity of human life; to condemn hate-fueled words and actions; to be a message of hope amid the 
destruction, unprecedented loss, trauma, and death; and to provide and call for support for the many 
individuals and organizations working towards peace, justice, and reconciliation, while opposing 
those propagating hateful rhetoric of a nationalist, religious, or other form. 

WHEREAS, far too many people have died in Israel, Gaza, and the West Bank over the decades, 
and most recently since October 7, 2023.  Deaths from this most recent conflict are reported to be in 
the tens of thousands with many of the deaths being among women and children; and  

WHEREAS, there is a dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza that is worsening with each passing day, 
with a lack of medical aid, food, clean water, electricity, and shelter, and with almost two million 
people facing displacement, homelessness, and starvation; and 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization, United Nations, Save the Children, Human Rights 
Watch, the US Agency for International Development, the International Rescue Committee, 
Doctors Without Borders, more than 120 countries, and countless other organizations in Maryland 
and around the world have called for a permanent ceasefire to end the violence and suffering, and to 
be in accordance with international humanitarian law; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Riverdale Park recognizes that the current crisis takes place within a long 
and painful history and affirms that, for a pathway to lasting peace and justice to be developed, the 
root causes of the crisis must be understood and addressed, this includes through diplomatic 
negotiations facilitated by other nations; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Riverdale Park is committed to ensuring that our residents and neighbors 
of all backgrounds, including those from Palestinian, Israeli, Arab, Persian, Jewish, and Muslim 
backgrounds, are affirmed of their worth and dignity; and  

WHEREAS, the Town of Riverdale Park has publicly committed, in word and in action, to ideals 
that respect, value, and celebrate the unique attributes, characteristics, and perspectives that make 
each person who they are, and the Town stands firmly against the rise of Antisemitic, Islamophobic, 
racist, homophobic, and xenophobic attacks in Maryland, the United States, and world-wide; and 
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