
Appendix: Community Participation 

• Future residential growth throughout the County was concentrated 
near existing cities and along major roadways in the southern portions 
of the County in an effort to limit development in the northern half of 
the County.  Suburban and general urban development was 
highlighted near Greenbrier, Ridgetop, White House and Springfield.  
Age restricted or assisted-living was highlighted as desired types of 
community housing that are needed within the southern portion of 
the County.    

• While a few tables did not favor the proposed Red River Preserve 
employment center, the majority of the attendees highlighted the Red 
River Preserve as the center of future employment and industrial 
growth.  Additionally, new areas of employment and industrial 
development were concentrated at existing industrial parks that were 
drawn to expand.   Several tables predicted that the Red River 
Preserve’s success would cause additional growth along Maxey Road 
and in Coopertown. 

 

• Generally the majority of the tables, desired to keep Adams, Cross 
Plains and Coopertown as village centers, not town centers.   

• Areas highlighted for preservation or conservation throughout the 
County included historic downtown Springfield, Port Royal, Trail of 
Tears, historic family cemeteries and areas where river and cave 
access exists. 

• Several tables highlighted the need for a retail and entertainment 
development similar to Indian Lakes in Hendersonville.  Proposed 
locations for this type of development varied with a majority of 
attendees highlighting areas near Greenbrier along SR 41 or in 
Coopertown along SR 49.   

• Future water needs were often highlighted on the maps with 
attendees expressing different growth patterns in areas where water 
was predicted to be plentiful or scarce in the future.  Due to the lack of 
water within Robertson County, areas predicted for growth were 
along major roadways in which water supply could be purchased and 
serviced from neighboring counties.   

Adams 

• Main Street and the area around Main Street should be preserved and 
revitalized to create a “Village Center”.   Older buildings within the 
downtown should be preserved and restored to create locations for 
uses such as bed & breakfasts, craft stores and antique retail stores.  
Establishment of a farmers market within the downtown was 
identified as a way to bring together the community and attract 
tourists. 

• Residential growth should be limited in and around Adams to help 
preserve the rural character and farms.  Residential growth that does 
occur should be at a low density and should be located between 
Adams and Cedar Hill.  While the need for low density was expressed 
by many tables, there was also a need for multi-family or an elderly 
housing development within the area.    

• The City needs to focus on overcoming the water shortage issues and 
establishing a sewer system within the downtown. Discussion 
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occurred over the extension of sewer service from Jo-Byrns High 
School through a grant to contribute to the necessary funding.   

• Infrastructure needs were identified along SR 41 from Jo-Byrns High 
School to the city limits of Cedar Hill.   

• The City should focus on creating a place for tourism year-round 
rather than just during October (when festivals are held in and around 
the City).  Eco/Agriculture tourism businesses, along with an increase 
in retail businesses within downtown, should also be encouraged.  It 
was noted that the Bell Witch Cave is a popular tourist destination.  

• Preservation of farmlands by conservation easement and land trust 
should be encouraged.  Education relating to these options is needed 
to allow land owners to fully understand their options for 
preservation.   

• Bike paths and trails should be established throughout Adams and 
connect to the Village Center, Fort Redmond (currently being 
purchased by the State) and Port Royal.  Roads indentified for the 
greenways include SR 76, SR 41, Kinneys Road and County Highway 
1012. 

 

Cross Plains 

• The historic district within the heart of Cross Plains should be 
protected and preserved.  Ideally, this area would become a day 
destination for tourists with small businesses and retail shops being 
established in old homes that could be restored.   

• SR 25 should not be expanded and should be maintained as a two-lane 
highway through the downtown.  A paved shoulder could be added 
along SR 25 to allow for a safe area for bicyclists. Additionally, new 
greenways and horse trails could be added throughout the city to 
provide for more recreational opportunities. 

• The area within and around Cross Plains should be protected from 
development and should stay rural in nature with agricultural uses.  
Development should be limited to new growth (hotel), employment 
opportunities and large scale retail at the interchange of Interstate 65 
and SR 25.  Industrial employment opportunities should be limited to 
the area along Glidewell Road.   

 

COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN / Robertson County, Adams, Coopertown and Cross Plains Page A-27 

 



Appendix: Community Participation 

• Owners of farmland in the area could help protect the rural nature of 
the area by establishing an easement on their property through the 
Tennessee Conservation Land Trust.   

• The majority of Cross Plains is served by septic tanks with sewer 
service located only near the interchange of Interstate 65 and SR 25.  
Some attendees noted that the extension of sewer service to the 
downtown would be nice, but wanted to ensure the rural nature is still 
preserved. 

• The caves and karst features within the area should be protected and 
could possibly be used as an attraction for tourists.   

• A regional or local farmers market is desired within the City.  
Depending on the size and nature of the market, it could be located at 
the interchange or within the historic district.   

Coopertown 

• Identification of future water sources was a common theme.  
Currently water is supplied by Springfield but there is a limited water 
supply for the future. Options discussed included buying water from 
Pleasant View, Clarksville, looking at recycled water systems, creation 
of man-made lakes, use of water within caves, or in the old rock 
quarry. 

• The preservation of farmland and how to enable continued agriculture 
as a feasible option for farmers was discussed and highlighted 
throughout the maps.  Rural by Design, conservation easements and 
land trusts were the options highlighted. 

• A need to update the signalization at SR 49 and State Highway 257 in 
an effort to slow traffic through the City was identified.  Additionally, 
expansion of the SR 49 corridor to four-lanes between Coopertown 
and Springfield from SR 76 was identified.  Better signage on roads and 
pull-off areas for emergencies were also noted to be part of the 
expansion. 

• Greenways and sidewalks were identified along the original Trail of 
Tears near the middle school and within the historic downtown to 
connect residents to the schools.  It was noted that a greenway that 

was just a trail for bicyclists, pedestrians and horses would be nice 
versus creating safer shoulders along existing roadways. 

•  The interstate interchange area at Interstate 24 was identified as the 
prime location for business opportunities and the establishment of 
large retail stores and restaurants. Commercial and industrial uses 
should be located along Interstate 24 with farms and residential 
development along the west side of the city.   

• The location of Coopertown was identified as an asset.  Coopertown is 
halfway between Nashville and Clarksville and provides good schools 
and housing for families that work in Nashville and Clarksville.    It is 
also a “getaway” from Springfield.   

• The historic downtown/village center should be expanded and a new 
high school should be built near the existing schools.    

• The cemeteries and waterfalls within the City should be preserved.  A 
small park could be built around the waterfall in an effort to preserve 
it as long as access was improved and the area was safe for residents 
and tourists.  

• A logical location for the village center is at the intersection of SR 49 
and SR 257 where the elementary and middle schools are located.   
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CONCLUSION 

Using the themes and preferences identified by the attendees at the 
workshop, LEA is able to create a generalization that attendees wish for 
Robertson County to grow in an orderly manner while also preserving the 
agricultural nature of the County.  Overall growth should be concentrated 
within existing city centers in the southern portions of the County with 
preservation occurring along the western and northern portions of the 
County.  The cities of Adams, Cedar Hill, Coopertown, Cross Plains and 
Orlinda were identified as small village centers with a small amount of 
growth occurring at existing village centers.  The cities of Springfield, 
Greenbrier, Ridgetop, Millersville, White House and Portland were 
identified for more intense growth.  Springfield and White House were 
seen to be the largest cities or “traditional town centers”.  The cities of 
Greenbrier, Ridgetop, Millersville and Portland were envisioned as 
suburban areas with supporting urban development within their urban 
growth boundaries. These generalizations will be used as the LEA team 
finalizes the 2040 visions for Robertson County and the cities of Adams, 
Coopertown and Cross Plains.   

 

Exhibit A - 6: Additional Press 
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Exhibit A - 7. Comment Forms 
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Exhibit A - 8: Workshop Sign-In Sheets 
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Exhibit A - 9: Presentation Shown at Community Workshops 
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G. STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

1. APRIL 23, 2013 MEETING 
The Robertson County Steering Committee met on April 23rd to review 
the first draft of the vision plan maps and to develop a vision statement.  
The committee came up with the following main goals: 

• Preserve & promote agricultural heritage and economy, 
• Enhance/exploit Interstate commerce, 
• Improve transportation system, 
• Maintain healthy water supply 
• Promote sustainable growth/improve quality of life 
• Improve & promote quality and harmony of education across county, 
• Employment opportunities-build camaraderie with the county and 

cities, 
• Preserve historic character, 
• Nurture sustainable/smart residential growth, 
• Promote economic vitality/justice across the county, 
• Preservation of sensitive ecological and environmental areas, 
• Public investment in civic parks and infrastructure to promote private 

investment, 
• Destination location-Promote tourism. 

2. MAY 7, 2013 MEETING 
Following a meeting with the Mayors of the participating cities on May 6 
to unveil and discuss the revised vision maps, Vision Statement and 
project cornerstones, The Steering Committee met on May 7, 2013 in the 
evening at Highland Crest Community College.  The same work products 
reviewed by the Mayors were presented to the Steering Committee for 
discussion.  In general, the group was in consensus that the vision maps 
and Vision Statement were acceptable and represented the citizens’ 
vision.  A few changes were requested to the Vision Statement which were 
subsequently made. 

  

COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN / Robertson County, Adams, Coopertown and Cross Plains Page A-41 

 



Appendix: Community Participation 

H. JOINT WORKSHOP MEETING 

A joint workshop was held on September 10, 2013 in the Robertson 
County Courthouse.  Attendees included the Mayors of Robertson County, 
Coopertown and Cross Plains and representatives of Adams were also 
present.  Also in attendance were County Commissioners and City 
Aldermen from the participating communities as well as other interested 
stakeholders. 

The purpose of the meeting was to present the final Vision Plans for the 
County and each of the participating cities and to review the Goals, 
Objectives and Policies and the Implementation Plan for the 
Comprehensive Growth and Development Plan.  Emphasis was placed on 
the first steps that need to be implemented to initiate the plan.  The very 
first step is for each of the jurisdictions to formally adopt the plan by 
ordinance.  Other important initiatives for implementation in the short-
term time frame were discussed. 

The consultant team was available for questions and discussion following 
the presentation that is included in this section (Exhibit A-10). 

At the close of the workshop, the Mayor of Robertson County indicated 
that the County intends to adopt the Comprehensive Growth and 
Development Plan before the end of 2013 and he asked the participating 
cities to join the County in adoption of the plan. 
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Exhibit A - 10: Presentation Shown at Joint Workshop 
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