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DOWN RIVER’S

NEWEST
GAP REALTY GROUP TITLE

734-772-5055 AGENCY

OR ALEX PANDOFF 734-250-7173
734-231-3672

Buying a home can seem like an overwhelming experience,
especially if you are a first-time home buyer.
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TITLE AGENCY

Give Us A Turn

At GAP Realty, we walk you through each and every step of
the home buying process.

Whether it’s your first or 10th real estate experience, one of
our professional, competent agents can serve your needs!

ﬁ \ 12170 Fort Street, Southgate 48195
] AR 734-772-5055 ¢ 855-772-5055

REALTY GROUP www.gaprealtymichigan.com )

Affiliated with Turn Key Title Agency. SR




From the Mayor
The Promise of a New Year

early a century ago, renowned

physicist Albert Einstein wrote,

“Learn from yesterday, live for
today, hope for tomorrow.”

As I reflect on 2020, I can’t help
feeling how appropriate those
words are for all of us now. It was a
year we would most likely want to
forget. But to merely do that would
miss an opportunity to learn from our experiences.

It was indeed a tough year, but we followed the safety
recommendations and found innovative ways to stay connected.
Our business community also reinvented themselves by offering
more options for their customers, including touchless curbside
pick-up, increased carry-out menus, and an explosion of internet
choices. As consumers, we learned that we could adapt, too.

Let’s keep in mind that it is important to continue to support
our local businesses whenever we can. Their survival is

Longtime resident

and volunteer

Pat Cook Anderson has
made a real impact on
the community

imperative to the vitality of our city.

Our American pharmaceutical industry should also be
acknowledged for developing therapeutics and vaccines at a
record pace, with the noble goal of seeing an end to the
pandemic. American ingenuity is alive and well at all levels —
even in a time of crisis. 14

So, as we begin a new year, we have the opportunity to refocus
on living. Living the American Dream and fostering those
relationships we hold most dear. It is my hope that, together, we
can look forward to a more normal and interactive tomorrow. 16

May God continue to bless this nation and our great city of
Southgate.

Sincerely, pass i ng t h e

DPS Director fi.j_ '
Joseph G. Kuspa Jeff Smith retires; f
Mayor Police Chief Marsh
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We are doing our best to bring you the most accurate information we can.

To advertise in the next issue call Mark Fisher at (313) 218-7117 Unfortunately, we continue to be hampered by the coronavirus, so we urge
or email mfisher@communitypublishing.com you to check on your local community’s social media pages and websites

for the most up-to-date details, and keep supporting local business!
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Let Us Floor You.

HARDWOOD « CARPET
LUXURY VINYL TILE «VINYL & MORE

Important Contact Information

Police Department Non-Emergency
734-324-4438

Police Department Administration
734-258-3060

Fire Department
734-258-3080

Mayor’s Office
734-258-3022

City Administrator’s Office
734-258-3022

Finance Department
734-258-3020

City Clerk’s Office
734-258-3015

Building Department

CARPET i 734-258-3030

ONE Department of Public Services
FLOOR &HOME® 734-258-3075

Water Billing
734-258-3018

Assessor’s Office
734-258-3005

Treasurer’s Office
734-258-3012

Veteran’s Memorial Library
734-258-3002

South Winds Golf Course
734-258-3004

Parks & Recreation
(Civic Center)
734-258-3035

Senior Center
734-258-3066

28th District Court
734-258-3068

JABRO 7z CARPET ONE 3%
Made Affordable.
Stnce 19553

Southgate Historical Museum
734-258-7430

Downtown Development Authority
734-258-7770

13460 Northline Rd. | Southgate, Ml 48195 ,
(734) 285-0110 | JabroCarpetOne.com Visit our website
Photos for illustrative purposes only. ©2017 Carpet Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved. WWW. southga temi_or g




WHEN ONLY THE BEST LEGAL
REPRESENTATION WILL DO,
CHOOSE THE CoLovos LAW FIRM.

For over 35 years the Colovos Law Firm has provided
quality legal services to residents wiM of the
following needs: ‘
e Criminal Defense , //—. N
. Traffic Matters QN
e Divorce

Estate Planning

» Real Estate Transactions 'ﬁ
. DYi{Jef’.:; License Restoration _.= - .
. Probate Administration « "=

.« Child Custody/ Support

-Parenting Time

CALL (734) 282-2900
13305 REECK RD. + SUITE 140
SOUTHGATE, MI. 48195

BILL COLOVOS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
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County was undergoing a time of

unprecedented growth, and with
accelerated populations comes the need
for new libraries. The lower portion of
what was then Ecorse Township started
hoping for one of their own in February
of 1951. Just a handful of months later,
on July 16, 1951, the North Line Branch
of the Wayne County library system was
established at 13703 Northline Road.

It was a modest building, only 40 by
60 feet, and housed just 3,500 books.
Mrs. Alice Stumpmier was the very first
librarian, and Jean Baron was the first
library patron to check out a book there.
It truly was cutting edge for its time,
making a note to boast that, “The library

In the early half of the 1900s, Wayne

A LOOK Back

The history of our Southgate Veterans Memorial Library

By Barb Keresztury, Adult Services Librarian and member of the Southgate Historical Foundation

will be distinguished by a type of
convenient book shelving found in no
other public library in the country. All
books will be within easy sight and
reach.” (Mellus Newspaper, July 4,
1951.)

But a scant three years after it opened,
the library was already experiencing
growing pains. Their two modest
parking spots weren’t enough anymore,
and neither was the 2,400 square feet of
space. By 1956, talk of a new library
building was underway, and one of the
first proposed areas was at Eureka and
Dix-Toledo, by the McCann school.

Not long after this, in early October
of 1958, Southgate was the 22nd city
incorporated into Wayne County.
Following on its
heels on October
24,1958, the
library sent out a
memo to the
Wayne County
library system
regarding its new
name change. The
Southgate Public
Library was
established.

Unfortunately,
as the years went
by, there wasn’t
much headway on
upgrading the

library facilities. Notice after notice went
out for a new building, and the existing
structure continued to get more and
more cramped and was slowly
deteriorating.

In 1959, the Library Commission and
Mayor Walter Berklich were
championing the land at Homer Howard
Park as a potential new location, but in
February of 1960, the City of Southgate
was in the final process of acquiring lots
on Trenton and Superior roads.
Correspondence with Thomas J.
Anderson, the mayor at the time, said,
“It looks as though we are pretty well
locked in with that portion of the
property we hope some day to put our
Library on.”

The site for the new library building
was hotly contested between Homer
Howard Park and Cobb Park. At the last

Library continued on page 8
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¥ Is your child a curious, self-motivated learner?
Creative , : Our open, peaceful, hands-on workspaces may

A mg(ﬂetwe;son be the perfect place for them to learn & succeed!

Enroll to save your spot for Fall 2021!
We offer tuition-free Young 5's kindergarten
through 8th grade.

Interested in our tuition-based preschool?
Sign up for 3, 4 or 5 full-days or half-days.
We accept DHS payments.

Came see whatl Monlesrori & all choul!

LET YOUR CHILD'S ettt ekt

Open House March 11" at 6-7:30PM

CREA I IVI I I SOAR n Please visit our website as we approach these dates to

ENROLL FOR FALL 2021 » OPEN ENROLLMENT STARTS MARCH 157 see if we will host theve events virtually or in-person.

by Marcia

“Old school flower shop, with a new school vibe!”

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

- On Valentines Day Say “I Love You” - Think Spring! Time to get planting. We - Easter Arrangements and plants!

with the beauty of Fresh Flowers. We carry a large selection of seeds and bulbs. * Planning a wedding? Let us help

offer a huge selection that fits every - Beginner and Novice gardeners turn make it beautiful with the best

budget. Stop in Today, you will not be to us for all of their planting needs! Arrangements around!
disappointed! - Plants, gardening tools and supplies!

€

nm&w 13354 Dix-Toledo Hwy. 734'281‘3847 : F:;m

Southgate, Ml 48195 ) _
o Just North of the Southgate Post Office WWWf|Ora|deSIgnSbyma Fcla.com




Library continued from page 6

< CITY OF SOuTHGATS
SETERANS ME
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VFW Commander Dennis Rockman (left) and
American Legion member Jerry Barr unveil the

o

moment, a dark horse suggestion cropped up, saying that the
location on Superior and Burns ought to be considered.
Ultimately, the fear of losing a large federal grant was the
deciding factor that cemented the plans to put the new
Southgate Public Library at 14680 Dix-Toledo in 1965.That
same year, in October, Mayor Robert C. Reaume presided over
the groundbreaking ceremony, taking the first shovelful of dirt
for the new library.

On April 11, 1966, the new Southgate library building
opened its doors to the public to the tune of $210,000. It
more than quadrupled its square footage, now at 10,290, and
had 12 times the volumes of books and materials. It also
featured a large meeting room (now the staff workroom) and
a kitchenette.

November 11, 1984 was a very auspicious day, as our
library was formally renamed the Southgate Veterans Memorial
Library. It was officially dedicated in a short ceremony, lasting
only 15 minutes. Then-mayor James Kandrevas, along with
prior mayors Thomas Anderson, Walter Berklich and Robert
Reaume, were there as the paper was removed to reveal the
new nameplate on the building’s fagade.

In November 1994, the gracious residents of Southgate
voted to approve a $1.6 million bond for renovations and
expansions to the library. A short stint later, and after 13
months of construction, the Southgate Veterans Memorial
Library opened its doors for the March 15, 1997 dedication

new library nameplate during a formal dedication
ceremony Sunday. (Photo by John Simon)
v y .4 //g- 19~ 94

and open house ceremony.
The additions doubled the
library’s footprint to 21,000
square feet and included two
large meeting rooms, a
computer room, five study
rooms, the children’s
storytime and craft rooms,
the front reading room, a
kitchen for library staff, and
extra space for the expansion
of the collection. Also during
this time, extra funds
purchased material
acquisitions and a new wave
of books, audiobooks, videos
and CDs. During most of the
construction the library
remained open, continuing to
serve its community.

This brings us to the library
we know and love — it’s
present iteration. Aside from
glowing with a fresh coat of
sparkling white paint, being
adorned with brand-new
carpeting, and the addition of
an outside patio this past fall,
we haven’t changed too much from the prior renovation.

But its history lingers. You can still feel the line of
demarcation denoting where the old building ended
underneath your feet as you walk into the expansions. You can
catch the occasional volume that is still proudly stamped with
our Northline address. And you can always smell that glorious,
vintage scent from our library’s oldest veterans — our books.

8 SOUTHGATE TODAY



QUARTZ FOR GRANITE PRICE 1DAY BATH REMODEL
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500 OFF
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The Philanthropy Council presenting a
check from the proceeds of the D&D event
to Henry Ford Wyandotte. ! B

Resident and community member Patricia Cook Anderson
goes above and beyond to help people syangetacatabrese

hen you think of community, you
tend to think of the elements
that go into making a
community what it is. The quality of a
community is based on institutions,
but more so on the community
members who are willing to go the
extra mile and do whatever it takes to
make their surroundings better.
In Southgate, one such person is
Patricia Cook Anderson.
Here at Southgate Today, we are
always looking to highlight the best
— whether it’s businesses, restaurants or
people. So when we contacted Mayor
Joseph Kuspa to see if he knew of
someone we could highlight in our
next issue, he didn’t hesitate. He
immediately suggested Pat.
“Pat has done so much for
the Southgate
community,” Mayor
Kuspa said.
“She’s raised
funds

10 SOUTHGATE TODA

for the hospital (Henry Ford
Wyandotte), is involved with men’s and
women’s health organizations and
funds scholarships out of her own
pocket, just to name a few things.”

He went on to say that having Pat as
a member of the Southgate community
has benefited many people in and
around the area.

Anderson has been a resident of
Southgate for over 50 years. Originally
from Lincoln Park, she and her first
husband Terry Cook moved to
Southgate in 1969. Sadly, Terry passed
away in 1971. In 1974, she married
Jack Anderson, and together they raised
their blended family, which includes
one son (Terry, from Anderson’s first
marriage) and two stepdaughters. The
family has grown to include seven
grandchildren and one great grandson.

“When we moved here, it was
supposed to be just our first step, and
then we would move on,” Anderson
said. “But we loved Southgate so much,

we decided to stay.”

Anderson said that Southgate’s easy
access to freeways, friendly residents,
affordable housing and good city
leadership are why she and her family
didn’t move on like originally planned.

“The residents are friendly,
hardworking people,” she said.

Anderson made her living mainly in
the mortgage banking business, where
she worked her way up the ladder in
various jobs and positions, serving as
office manager, assistant vice president
and vice president before eventually
retiring from Bank of America 10 years
ago.

For most people, having a full career
like Anderson did would be enough.
But that’s just the tip of the iceberg for
her. Her “career” as a volunteer reads
like an encyclopedia, and she’s served
— or currently serves — on so many
boards that we asked her how she does
it all.

Superhero continued on page 12



Locally Owned & Operated ° IICRC Certified ¢ 24/7 Fire and Flood Help ® Commercial & Residential

FATHER&SON
— AT
Water+FiresMold
734-782-5389

FATHER&SON

RESTORATIDN
13351 Huron, Taylor, MI 48180
734-782-5389

office @fatherandsonrestorationmi.com | www.thefsrteam.com
CORE SERVICES

* SMOKE & TOBACCO e CARPET & UPHOLSTERY e FLOOD RESTORATION
REMOVAL CLEANING e FIRE RESTORATION

e MOLD REMOVAL e COMMERCIAL CARPET e TILE & GROUT

e RESIDENTIAL CLEANING CLEANING RESTORATION

Licensed & Insured ® Quality Work & Competitive Prices ® Honest & Trustworthy Staff ¢ Satisfaction Guaranteed

ESTABLISHED 1986
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Superhero continued from page 10

Pat (middle) with Ann Rudisill from Downriver
for Vets (left) and a guest (right) at the
Diamonds & Denim fundraiser in 2019.

Anderson deflects praise and refuses to toot her own
horn.

“There are so many people who do good things in the
community, I'm certainly not alone,” Anderson said
modestly.

Anderson’s volunteer history includes being an affiliate
member of the Downriver Association of Realtors (now
known as the Southeast Border Association of Realtors),
Public Relations Committee, chairman of the Education
Committee, and a founding member of the Women’s
Council of Realtors, where she also served as president for
two years.

She was also a member of the Taylor Public School
Foundation for Educational Excellence, the Wyandotte
Public School Foundation, and the Soroptimist International
Downriver (which she was a member of for over 30 years,
and served two terms as president).

Anderson has been instrumental in fundraising for many
community organizations as well, including Toys for Tots,
Special Days Camp, Penrickton Center for the Blind,

Downriver Community Clinic and many more.
“I try to be as helpful as I can,” Anderson said.
That goes for helping students as well. For
the last several years, Anderson has
provided scholarships from a
charitable trust she has set up.

12 SOUTHGATE TODAY

Each year, checks are distributed to assist
families in need at both Gabriel
Richard and St. Pius.
She currently serves on the board
of the Downriver Community Clinic,
which provides health care for
underinsured working people.
“It’s a free clinic,” Anderson said.
“It’s great. The doctors and nurse
practitioners are all volunteers,
and they’re top-notch people in
their fields who donate their
time and energy to helping out. It’s
phenomenal because all these people
have their own practices, yet find time for
this as well.”
Anderson has been involved with the
clinic for 12 years and helps out with
fundraising She developed and chairs
the annual Giving Hearts Gala celebration,
which usually happens in February.
Unfortunately, due to concerns about COVID, that
event probably won’t happen in 2021.
“We usually have about 200 people, and we typically
honor one of the volunteer students,” Anderson said.
Money raised from the event goes to purchase medical
equipment, supplies and medication.

The other big event, which Anderson hopes will happen
in 2021, is the Harvest Moon Ball.

“I'm on the philanthropy council for Henry Ford
Wyandotte,” she said. “For 11 years, I chaired the Harvest
Moon Ball. It’s a very large event, with over 600 people.”

Over the years, the event has raised well over $1 million
for various departments of the hospital.

“Every year, the administration lets us know where the
biggest need is,” she said.

Anderson is also involved with It’s In Your Jeans, a
relatively new organization that was founded in 2016 by
Cindy Czarnik and Vonda Grant. The group focuses on the
impact of colorectal, prostate and testicular cancers on men
and their families. Anderson serves as chairman of the
board.

She’s also been involved in the municipal arena, serving
on the City of Southgate Planning Commission, the Board of
Zoning and Appeals and the TIFA Authority.

There are so many initiatives and causes that Anderson has
been a part of. We’ve probably missed a few, but the overall
message is that, especially with a new year just beginning,
we should all look around and see how we can make our
surroundings just a little bit better.

We may not all end up being superheroes like Pat
Anderson, but every little bit helps.




Downriver
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Clinic
-©

Primary Care for the Working Underinsured

3333 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte, MI 48192 | 734.365.3560 | wyclinicfoundation.com

OUR SERVICES 2021 FOCUS ON
* Primary Care Visits MEN’S WELLNESS

* Women's Health & Special Men's Wellness Days for YOU!

Cancer Screenings , .
) It's a fact, men are hesitant
* Men’s Health & to access health services.

C.ancer Screenings (LADIES: MAKE AN
e Diabetes APPOINTMENT FOR YOUR MAN!)

Management Our doctors want to make sure you get H EALTH
* Podiatry important cancer screenings as well as =

have your questions answered by our

e Rx Assistance

urologist.
IN PERSON VISITS Free testing and exam, uninsured or
VIRTUAL VISITS insured. No one turned away. Call for

an appointment.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
734.365.3560
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MAKE AN APPOINTMENT!

To Volunteer or Donate, Please visit us at
www.wyclinicfoundation.com or call 734.365.3235




LOOKING OUT

Fou

he long season known as winter
brings all sorts of different things

— pretty snow, winter sports and the

knowledge that spring will arrive
sometime . . . eventually.

However, winter also brings a host of

other dangers that we all have to watch
out for, and the Southgate Fire
Department wants to make sure that its
residents are safe, so here are a few
things to keep your eyes on this winter.

Carbon Monoxide Dangers

An invisible killer could be lurking in

your home. You can't see it or smell it,

Southgate’s fire department
educates residents on
winter fire safety

but it can incapacitate you and your
family quickly. This invisible killer is
carbon monoxide (CO). Carbon
monoxide is a poisonous gas that can
result from faulty, improperly used or
incorrectly vented fuel-burning
appliances such as furnaces, generators,
stoves, water heaters, fireplaces, or cars.
Unfortunately, hundreds of people
die from CO poisoning every year. This
doesn’t have to happen. Follow these
safety tips from the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA), the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission

(CPSC), and Southgate Fire Department:

@ Never use a portable generator
inside your home, garage,
basement, crawlspace, shed or on
your porch. CO can seep into the
house through open windows,
doors, or any type of vents such as
for the dryer, exhaust fans, and
even openings into the attic in the
roof’s overhang.

m Use a portable
generator
outside only,
and place
portable
generators at
least 20 feet
away from your house. Use
outdoor-rated, long extension
cords to run power into your
home.

m Have your furnace, fireplace, and
fuel-burning appliances checked by
a qualified professional once every
year.

@ Never burn charcoal inside homes
or in semi-enclosed areas.

@ Don't leave a car running in the
garage.

m Install CO alarms on every level of
your home and outside each
separate sleeping area. CO alarms
should have battery backup.

@ Test CO alarms once a month and

Did you know?

As you stay cozy and warm this winter, stay fire smart!

=5 ey,

Half of all home
heating fires
occur in December,
January and
February.
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Plug only 1 heat-
producing appliance
(like a space heater) into

an electrical outlet at a
time.

Keep anything that can
burn at least 3 feet
from any heat source.

# US. Fire "> (N I W I
(.39 Administration NEPA



replace CO
alarms if
they fail to
respond
correctly
when tested.
@ Know the
symptoms
of CO
poisoning
— headache,
dizziness,
weakness, nausea, vomiting, drowsiness and confusion.
The Southgate Fire Department wants residents of
Southgate to know that if you suspect CO poisoning, or your
CO alarm sounds, get outside to fresh air immediately, and
then call 911.

Fire Safety Tips

Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fire escape plan.
When there is a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke
alarms give you early warning so you can get outside quickly.

Smoke alarm safety tips:

@ Install smoke alarms in every bedroom.

@ They should also be outside each sleeping area and on
every level of the home.

@ Install alarms in the basement.

@ People who are hard of hearing or deaf can use special
alarms. These alarms have strobe lights and bed shakers.

m Replace all smoke detectors when they are 10 years old.

m Call the Fire Marshal for more safety information on
smoke detectors.

N
ACCEPTING ..
NEW AND
GENTLY USED
CLOTHING,
ACCESSORIES,
HOUSEWARES

A

Are you looking to make a difference in your community while
also cleaning out your closet? Donate today at one of our three
local Thrift Stores and Donation Centers to help the clients of
STEP reach their life goals. All donations are tax deductible.

Are you interested in learning more about the services STEP
provides for individuals with disabilities?

Visit STEPcentral.org and follow us on Facebook
@enhancepotential and Instagram @servicestoenhancepotential.

Hours of Operation:

Monday-Saturday 10AM — 7PM
Sunday 12PM — 5PM
Locations:

Thrift Store and Donation Center 15431 Dix Toledo
Southgate, MI 48195
(734) 284-0814

23830 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Heights, Ml 48127
(313) 633-0755

35004 W. Michigan Ave
Wayne, Ml 48184
(734) 728-9777

Receive 15% OFF your purchase

at any of our locations with this ad.




NEW YEAR,

New Leadership
FOR SCHOOLS

Southgate rings in the new year with a new superintendent

By Julie Poisson

Community Schools — the community said goodbye to

Jill Pastor, longtime employee and outgoing
superintendent on December 31, and welcomed new
leadership from Sharon Irvine on January 1.

Pastor came to Southgate in her third year of teaching
and never left. Eventually, the
community became home.

“T actually moved into the
community, and I feel like it’s been
my home since 1993,” she said.
“Southgate continued to give me an
opportunity to be a part of decision
making and the community in a

The year 2021 started with a big change for Southgate

place where I live, work and my own
children graduated from.”

Running into former students is
one of her favorite parts of being an educator, she said.

“My favorite memories are when you run into a 20 year
old or 15 year old and they say, T'll always remember when
you hand-wrote birthday cards, or when I received my
birthday card in the middle of summer from you.’ So, it’s
not just one memory, it's former students telling you the
positive impact you've had.”

Pastor and incoming
superintendent Sharon Irvine have
been working together to ensure a
smooth transition.

“I created a binder of things I've
been thinking about and I thought
were important for the next person
to know,” Pastor said.

Due to what happened in 2020,
the binder contains more than the
standard information regarding
contracts, financial information and budgeting. It also
includes return-to-learn plans and PPE information.

“I'm confident in (Irvine’s) skills, her education and her
background,” Pastor said. “When we're ready, she’ll make
sure that she gets the right people on board and gets
stakeholder input to make the best decisions moving
forward.”

Pastor

Irvine
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Superintendent Irvine joins
Southgate from Brighton Area ‘q
Schools, where she served in Commumﬂl Schools
multiple roles — principal,
human resource director, and
most recently, as the Assistant Superintendent of Labor
Relations and Personnel. Prior to her time in
administration, she taught middle school and also coached
volleyball and gymnastics.

Irvine is a graduate of both Eastern Michigan University’s
Education Leadership program and Wayne State Law School.

“Southgate is an incredible community,” Irvine said.
“They have a strong community identity. It’s really going to
be wonderful to be part of. They have so many wonderful
things and resources to work with and have created an
exemplary school district. They've been excellent for many
years — keeping that growing is a phenomenal challenge
and I am honored to be a part of it.”

Her 25-year career in education will provide valuable
perspectives and experiences to draw upon in learning the
district, she said.

“I think my experience in other districts will simply add
to the areas that are currently within the district to make
sure it’s financially steady and proves to be the best choice
for the families of Southgate.”

Irvine is committed to creating opportunities and
programs for children, as well as creating strong
relationships between schools and their communities.

“Southgate is such a strong community, with so many
incredible resources found in the passion and commitment
of'its students, families and staff,” she said. “I am thrilled to
join the community in such a meaningful way.”

Thls Page Sponsored By

(734) 785-8430
SouthgateMI@TutoringCenter.com
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New Director of Public SftyJoeMars, 3
Mayor Joseph Kuspa, Fire Chief Marc Hatfiell i ;
and recently retired DPS Director Jeff Smith. & ’ X .

OF THE GUARD

Retirement of public safety director
promotes new leadership in law enforcement sykesiein

s the new year begins, new changes are taking place in
Southgate. This year, Jeff Smith, Director of Public Safety,
retired and former Chief of Police Joe Marsh has taken
his place.
Smith served the city for over 26 years. He started in
patrol and 16 years later moved to command officer. Being

promoted to police chief and public safety director followed.

“I spent 15 years riding the police motorcycle and
working the traffic safety unit and I loved it,” Smith said, as
he reminisced on his most memorable moments in the
department and the biggest part of his career.

When he started in law enforcement in 1994, technology
was nowhere near what it is today. This means there were no
cameras in the cars, no computers and tickets and reports
were handwritten.

Some highlights of Smith’s career include seeing the great
changes that have taken place in law enforcement
throughout the span of his career, not only including
advancements in technology, but also the dynamic between
police and the public.

18 SOUTHGATE TODAY

“When I started,
I think policing
was more of an
enforcement kind
of work, whereas
over the last decade
I've noticed a big
change,” Smith said.
“We’ve gone to
more of a community-based policing, which definitely is a
far better approach in my opinion.”

Over the years, police work and public safety have evolved
and now officers and administrators are able to look at
situations differently.

“We get the public’s perspective on it, and likewise, I think
they’re seeing that they get to look at our perspective on it as
well,” Smith said.

With the last eight years of his career being spent on the
administration side, Smith found it rewarding to work
alongside the City of Southgate. He said that the City has

Jeff Smith



worked very well with him and the police and fire chiefs
to continually enhance both departments. These
enhancements include upgrades to their fleet of police
cars, the fire apparatus and upgrades to the infrastructure
of their buildings.

Renovations include new doors and equipment in the
jail, improvements to the police and fire locker rooms
and a roofing project for the police, fire and court
buildings, which are all connected. A new digital camera
system was also installed throughout the police and
court buildings to increase security and better public
safety.

With the accomplishments Smith has made
throughout his career as public safety director, he said he
feels confident leaving the position in good hands with
Chief Marsh.

“We’ve got excellent leadership in both the police and
fire departments and upcoming leaders are going to do a
real good job for the future” Smith said.

Marsh explained that his goal as the new director of
public safety is to build off the successes that Smith has
already created.

“First and foremost, I think that a congratulations to
Jeff Smith is in order,” Marsh said. “He has been
dedicated to the police department and the community
for over 26 years and has been a great role model. When
I came on the police department, we worked together in
patrol and came up to the ranks together. We worked
together for a long time and we’ve been friends for a
long time, so when you look at what he’s been able to
accomplish here it’s admirable. He put our department
in a good position. We've done some tremendous things
and made some advances since he’s been in office.”

One of the goals Smith and Marsh had was to become
accredited with the State of Michigan and that has been
in the works since last September. Lt. Mark Mydlarz, who
will take over the position of police chief, has been
working with Marsh to finalize the process which is
about halfway done.

“I look at the accreditation process and I think it’s a
way for us to be better, to challenge ourselves, to have
best-practice policies in place, but also to understand
and reflect inward at what we can do better here and
what areas we can change or improve on,” Marsh said.

Marsh’s overall goal for his new position is to just
continue to be better and improve everyday with the
community and the department’s partnerships.

“I think this year more than ever, we have to have that
strong positive relationship and continuous interaction
with the public,” he said. “We have to be receptive to the
community’s needs and be able to have that balance
between effective police work to keep people safe but
also understand their needs. Transparency is important
and I think that’s been my and Lt. Mydlarz’s goal.”

elcome to another installment of

Where in the Gate?, where we

challenge residents to figure out what
they’re looking at in the picture provided.

To participate, send us an email at
southgatetoday@ci.southgate.mi.us with
your guess as to what and where the
location in the picture is, and include your
name, address, phone number and email.

Submissions that have the correct answer
and include the required contact information
will be entered into a random drawing. The
winner will receive a dining certificate from
one of Southgate’s fabulous restaurants.

Last issue’s picture was of the gazebo by
Southgate City Hall, and the winner was
Tracey Rossow. Congratulations, Tracey!

ENTRIES FOR THIS ISSUE MUST BE
RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 21.
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PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION

WWW.CTK.ME

OR FIND US ON FACEBOOK @CTKSOUTHGATE

Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Saturday 5:00 p.m.
16700 Pennsylvania Rd 15600 Trenton Rd

Facebook Live Service Sunday 9am
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT:

Christ The King Lutheran School
Currently Enrolling 3 yr old preschool - 8th Grade
(734) 285-9697 // admissions@ctk.me

Christ The King Daycare 6 weeks - 3 yrs old
(734) 285-8525 // daycare@ctk.me

Christ The King Lutheran Church (LC-MS)
(734) 285-9695 | www.ctk.me

15500 HOWARD ST. SOUTHGATE

CALVARY

SUNDAYS

IN PERSON & ONLINE

VISIT
CALYARYSOUTHGATE.COM
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A NEW WAY to Engage

New DDA Director brings passion for people,
involvement to position

By Angela Calabrese

the business community. They need our support now more than ever.
For new Southgate Downtown Development Director Cassidy Tear, it’s an opportunity to jump in and
help businesses in the best way she knows how — marketing and promotion.

A lifelong resident of Southgate, and a 2016 graduate of Southgate Anderson High School, Tear, 22, recently
graduated from Bowling Green State University in Ohio, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in sports
management and a minor in marketing.

Her love of sports in general led her to the Detroit Tigers, where she honed her skills working in the
Promotions Department as a promotions and marketing assistant. She was involved heavily with the Tigers’
Kids Club, and has always had a passion for engaging people.

“What I was interested in was marketing and planning events for fans before and during the game to get
them engaged,” she said.

Unfortunately, we all know that sports happened
differently in 2020, and because of that there were no fans
to engage — at least in the traditional way. Like everyone
else, Tear and her team had to come up with alternate ways
to keep fans excited. Especially the young ones.

“We had to change our route and come up with ways to
engage with fans virtually,” Tear said.

That included making videos with Tigers’ players to send
to young fans.

This past year has proven to be challenging on many fronts, but it’s been specifically difficult for those in

A new plan

While it was Tear’s plan to get hired on with the Tigers
permanently, instead, she was one of hundreds of
employees that the team laid off in October.

At loose ends, and knowing that a career in sports was
probably not going to happen until things settle down, Tear
heard about the opening at the Southgate DDA from a
friend of hers.

Tear’s first day on the job was November 9.

“It’s been great so far,” she said.

Tear works closely with Parks and Recreation Director Julie Goddard, who Tear said has been very helpful
during her transition.

“She’s been keeping me up to speed,” Tear said.

And despite the challenges that come with starting a new position in “normal” times, let alone during a
global pandemic, Tear has much hope for the future.

“Even though we’ve had to cancel winter events, we've transitioned some to the virtual realm, and were
even able to add a new event,” she said. “It’s been a challenge, but it’s been good.”

Engaging businesses with the community

For the future, Tear hopes to use her extensive passion and experience for engagement to help businesses in
the city of Southgate reach the community in new and different ways.

“We hope to return to providing the events that people in the community have come to expect, and I'm
looking forward to creating new events that will engage everyone,” she said.

With her youth and positive attitude, we can expect to see business engagement help from the DDA in a
new way.
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WCCCD’s Mary Ellen Stempfle University Center offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees through educational
partnerships with Ferris State University, Michigan State University, Davenport University, University of Michigan-Flint,

Western Michigan University, Madonna University, Kansas State University, Northwood University and
Walsh College. In addition, select WCCCD academic course offerings are available. Conveniently located in
Harper Woods at 19305 Vernier Road, this facility offers easy access to both 8 Mile Road and the 1-94 expressway.

D DAVENPORT
JUNIVERSITY

¢ Bachelor of Science in Network
Management and Security

¢ Bachelor of Science in Medical
Case Management

FERRIS STATE
UNIVERSITY

Harper Woods

* Bachelor of Science in
Criminal Justice

MADONNA
UNIVERSITY

* Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration —
Human Resource Management

¢ Bachelor of Science in
Aging Studies

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-FLINT

HARPER WOODS

¢ Bachelor of Nursing
¢ Bachelor of Applied Science*

¢ Bachelor of Business
Administration”

FLINT

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

¢ Master Gardener Training

e Fruit and Vegetable Crop
Management - Certificate

¢ Landscape Management -
Certificate

KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

John E. Roueche Center for
Community College Leadership

¢ Doctor of Education

E 8 Mie Road N\_

NORTHWOOD
UNIVERSITY

¢ Master of Business Administration

¢ Bachelor of Business Administration
with concentrations in:
- Accounting
- Computer Information Management
- Management

W Metro Detroit

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

¢ Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of
Science in University Studies

WALSH.

COLLEGE

¢ Bachelor of Science in Information
Technology (BSIT)

e Bachelor of Science in Information
Technology - Concentration in
Cybersecurity (BSIT-Cyber)

*ONLINE PROGRAM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 313-962-7150 OR VISIT www.wccep.eou  Follow Us! £ 4 [




o
VISIT US ON ALLEN ROAD OR

’ Taylor, Michigan 48180 PAID
0 N LI N E AN I I I M E' ECRWSS DEARBORN, M1 48120
y > T~ LOCAL PERMIT NO. 11
1 5 2
D b

POSTAL CUSTOMER

CHAEL Baz, S

CHEVROLES

OPEN SATURDAYS FROM 9:00AM UNTIL 3:00PM
0% FINANCING AVAILABLE (on select models)

$14755" o $16720" o $18983*

24 Months 10k Miles 24 Months 10k Miles 24 Months 10k Miles
2222222222222222222222222222

2021 BLAZER LT 2021 SILVERADO DBL CAB 4WD

$22627* Mo. $24394* Mo.

24 Months 10k Miles 24M nths 10kMI
22222222 ki#210

2021 COLORADO CREW CAB 4WD 2021 TRAVERSE LT 2020 BOLT LT

$24896* $25176% o, $28070" v,

24 Months 10k Miles 24 Months 10k Miles 36 Months 10k Miles
Stk#210624 Stk#210699 . Stk#21860

FIND NEW ROADS® CHEVROLET

MICHAEL BATES CHEVROLET

on Allen Road at West Road, Woodhaven | 734-676-9600

*Disclaimer: All lease examples are GM Employee Pricing with Chevrolet Lease Loyalty (Equinox requires termination of current Equinox, Malibu or Cruze lease.) All lease examples are with $1000 down
plus upfront fees (1st payment, doc, cvr, Michigan sales tax and plate). Stock numbers with “C” are company vehicles with no more than 5000 miles. All “C” vehicles have existing miles deducted from total
mileage allowance. Must have GM Financial Tier “A” credit approval. Vehicles pictured may not represent actual vehicles. Sale ends 02/01/2021




