
review hearing shall be held within twenty four hours.  
 
3.   The petition expires 9 months after the 30-day review; 
however, a motion for dismissal may be filed at any point.  The 
parent or guardian may request dismissal of an at-risk youth 
proceeding or out-of-home placement at any time upon such a 
request. The court shall dismiss the matter and cease 
supervision for the child unless: 
 
· A contempt action is pending in the case  
· A petition has been filed and a hearing has not yet 

been held, or  
· An order has been entered and the court retains 

jurisdiction under that subsection� 
 
Court supervision of the child may not be continued past one 
hundred eighty days from the day the review hearing 
commenced unless the court finds, and the parent or guardian 
agrees, that there are compelling reasons for an extension of 
the supervision.  Any extension shall not exceed ninety days.   
 
Juvenile Justice Center 509-524-2800 
 
National Runaway Switchboard, 3080 N. Lincoln Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60657  Phone: (773) 880-9860 
Fax: (773) 929-5150 
 
KEEPING AMERICA’S RUNAWAY AND AT-RISK YOUTH 
SAFE AND OFF THE STREETS. CALL 1-800-786-2929 
 
Between 1.6 and 2.8 million youth run away in a year.  Our 
mission at the National Runaway Switchboard is to help keep 
America’s runaway and at-risk-youth safe and off the streets. 
Our services are provided in part through funding from Family 
and Youth Services Bureau in the Administration for Children 
and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  
 
Call 1-800-RUNAWAY if you are a teenager who is thinking of 
running from home, if you have a friend who has run and is 
looking for help, or if you are a runaway ready to go home 
through our Home Free program. Call if you are a teacher 
looking for information to pass along to your students about 
alternatives to running from home. Call if you care about a 
youth and want information on how you can help someone 
who may be at risk of running from home. 
 
Our 24-hour crisis line has an experienced front-line team 
member ready to help you now. It’s anonymous, confidential 
and free. 1-800-RUNAWAY.  
 
· KWWS���ZZZ�����UXQDZD\�RUJ� 
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Parent or Guardian 

 Information  
 Concerning Runaway 

Youth    

WALLA WALLA COUNTY  
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

240 W. Alder Street, #101 
WALLA WALLA, WA  99362 

Phone: (509) 524-5400 
Fax: (509) 524-5480 

VKHULII#FR�ZDOOD-ZDOOD�ZD�XV 
ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�::6KHULII 
ZZZ�FR�ZDOOD-ZDOOD�ZD�XV 

When a proper at-risk youth petition is filed by a child parent, 
the juvenile court shall: 
 
�� Schedule a fact-finding hearing; if the at-risk youth petition 

is established, the matter goes on to disposition� 
 
At the dispositional hearing regarding an adjudicated at-risk 
youth the court:  
 
· Shall consider the recommendations of the parties and the 
recommendations of any dispositional plan submitted by 
DSHS.   
 
· May enter a dispositional order that will assist the parent in 
maintaining the care, custody, and control of the child and assist 
the family to resolve family conflicts or problems.  
 
· May set conditions of supervision for the child that include:  

-Regular school attendance  
-Counseling  

   -Participation in a substance abuse or mental heath     
outpatient treatment program  

 -Reporting on a regular basis to the department or any              
other designated person or agency� 

 
· May order the parent to participate in counseling services 

to any other services for the child requiring parental 
participation.  

 
· May order the department to monitor compliance with the 

dispositional order, assist in coordinating the provision of 
court ordered services, and submit reports at subsequent 
review hearings regarding the status of the case. � 

 
· Shall not include in the order or condition of supervision, 

involuntary commitment of a child for substance abuse or  
mental health treatment.  

 
Except as otherwise provided, the juvenile court shall not accept 
the filing of an at-risk- youth petition by the parent or guardian, 
unless verification is provided that a family assessment has 
been completed by the DSHS.  If the department is unable to 
complete an assessment within two working days following a 
request for the assessment, the child or parent or guardian may 
proceed to file an at-risk youth petition.   
 
2.   A review hearing is held 30 days after disposition. if the child 
is found to be in contempt for violation of the court order 
established at disposition, s/he may receive detention time.   If 
the child is placed in a juvenile detention facility, a  



· 6HDUFK�\RXU�WHHQV�URRP�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�PD\�JLYH�
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\RXU�FKLOG�FRPHV�KRPH��2QFH�WKH\�DUH�HQWHUHG�
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When your teen comes homes 
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'R�QRW�VWDUW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LW�ULJKW�DZD\��<RXU�HPRWLRQV�DUH�
WRR�KLJK�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�WR�JHW�DQ\ZKHUH�LQ�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��*R�
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7HOO�WKHP�KRZ�\RX�IHOW�DERXW�WKHP�JRLQJ��OHW�WKHP�NQRZ�WKDW�
WKH\�KXUW�\RX�E\�OHDYLQJ��/HW�WKHP�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�LVQ
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SUREOHP�WKDW�\RX��WRJHWKHU�FDQ
W�VROYH��,I�WKH\�HYHU�IHHO�WKDW�
UXQQLQJ�DZD\�PLJKW�VROYH�VRPHWKLQJ��KDYH�WKHP�WDON�WR�\RX�
ILUVW��<RX�FRXOG�DOZD\V�RIIHU�RWKHU�FKRLFHV�VR�WKH\�FDQ�PDNH�

D�EHWWHU�GHFLVLRQ� 
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,I�WKLV�LVQ
W�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�RU�\RX�KDYH�SUREOHPV�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�
ZKHQ�WKH\�JHW�EDFN��LW
V�WLPH�WR�DVN�IRU�KHOS��7KLV�FRXOG�EH�D�
SHUVRQ�WKDW�\RXU�FKLOG�UHVSHFWV��LH��DXQW�RU�XQFOH��RU�\RX�PD\�
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5&:������$�����8QODZIXO�KDUERULQJ�RI�D�PLQRU-
3HQDOW\- 'HIHQVH-3URVHFXWLRQ�RI��DGXOW�IRU�LQYROYLQJ�FKLOG�

LQ�FRPPLVVLRQ�RI�RIIHQVH�  
  

���D��$�SHUVRQ�FRPPLWV�WKH�FULPH�RI�XQODZIXO�KDUERULQJ�RI�D�
PLQRU�LI�WKH�SHUVRQ�SURYLGHV�VKHOWHU�WR�D�PLQRU�ZLWKRXW�WKH�
FRQVHQW�RI�D�SDUHQW�RI�WKH�PLQRU�DQG�DIWHU�WKH�SHUVRQ�NQRZV�
WKDW�WKH�PLQRU�LV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�KRPH�RI�WKH�SDUHQW��ZLWKRXW�
WKH�SDUHQW
V�SHUPLVVLRQ��DQG�LI�WKH�SHUVRQ�LQWHQWLRQDOO\� 
 
    ��L��)DLOV�WR�UHOHDVH�WKH�PLQRU�WR�D�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RIILFHU�
DIWHU�EHLQJ�UHTXHVWHG�WR�GR�VR�E\�WKH�RIILFHU��RU 
 
    ��LL��)DLOV�WR�GLVFORVH�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLQRU�WR�D�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�RIILFHU�DIWHU�EHLQJ�UHTXHVWHG�WR�GR�VR�E\�WKH�
RIILFHU��LI�WKH�SHUVRQ�NQRZV�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLQRU�DQG�
KDG�HLWKHU�WDNHQ�WKH�PLQRU�WR�WKDW�ORFDWLRQ�RU�KDG�DVVLVWHG�WKH�

Basic Information about runaways  
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FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�ZKRVH�DEVHQFH�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�
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OHJDO�FXVWRGLDQ�ZLWKRXW�WKH�FXVWRGLDQ
V�FRQVHQW�
DQG�ZLWKRXW�LQWHQW�WR�UHWXUQ�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�JRQH�
IRU�D�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��$�UXQDZD\�PD\�LQFOXGH�D�
PLQRU�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ�RU�LV�LQ�D�
VLWXDWLRQ�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�ZKLFK�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�
WKH�PLVVLQJ�FKLOG
V�RU�PLVVLQJ�SHUVRQ
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V�SDUHQW�RU�
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RIILFHU�PD\�QRW�XVH�WKLV�RSWLRQ�LI�WKH�RIILFHU�KDV�
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H[SHULHQFHG�SK\VLFDO�RU�VH[XDO�DEXVH�LQ�WKH�
SDUHQW
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SDUHQW�RU�JXDUGLDQ�GRHV�QRW�FRQVHQW�WR�UHWXUQ�RI�
WKH�PLQRU��7KH�PLQRU�PLJKW�DOVR�EH�WDNHQ�WR�DQ�
RIILFH�VSHFLILHG�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�
6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV��D�SURJUDP�IRU�UXQDZD\�PLQRUV��
RU�D�VKHOWHU�IRU�UXQDZD\V�WKDW�DJUHHV�WR�VKHOWHU�
WKH�PLQRU��,I�WKH�UXQDZD\�LV�ORFDWHG�RXWVLGH�WKH��
DJHQFLHV�MXULVGLFWLRQ�WKH�JXDUGLDQ�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� 
 

What you can expect from this office 
 

· 5HSRUW�WR�EH�WDNHQ�LI�WKHLU�ORFDWLRQ�LV�XQNQRZQ 
· 5XQDZD\�WR�EH�HQWHUHG�LQWR�1&,&�:$6,& 
· )ROORZ� XS� RQ� DQ\� WLSV� RU� OHDGV� DV� WLPH�

SHUPLWV 
 

What you can do to help 
 

· &DOO�HYHU\RQH�\RXU�FKLOG�NQRZV�DQG�HQOLVW�WKHLU�
KHOS��6HDUFK�HYHU\ZKHUH��EXW�GR�QRW�OHDYH�
\RXU�SKRQH�XQDWWHQGHG�� 

PLQRU�LQ�UHDFKLQJ�WKDW�ORFDWLRQ��RU 
 
    ��LLL��2EVWUXFWV�D�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RIILFHU�IURP�
WDNLQJ�WKH�PLQRU�LQWR�FXVWRG\��RU 
 
    ��LY��$VVLVWV�WKH�PLQRU�LQ�DYRLGLQJ�RU�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�
DYRLG�WKH�FXVWRG\�RI�WKH�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RIILFHU� 
 
    ��E��,W�LV�D�GHIHQVH�WR�D�SURVHFXWLRQ�XQGHU�WKLV�
VHFWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�GHIHQGDQW�KDG�FXVWRG\�RI�WKH�PLQRU�
SXUVXDQW�WR�D�FRXUW�RUGHU� 
 
    �����8QODZIXO�KDUERULQJ�RI�D�PLQRU�LV�SXQLVKDEOH�DV�
D�JURVV�PLVGHPHDQRU� 

 
Walla Walla/Columbia County At Risk Youth 

Program 
 

A child's parent or guardian may file with the juvenile court, 
in a petition, in the interest of a child alleged to be an at-risk-
youth.  The petition shall set forth the name, age, residence 
of the child and the names and residence(s) of the child's 
parent or guardian and shall allege that:  
 
The child is an at-risk youth defined as a person under 18 
years of age who:  
 
· Is absent from the home at least 72 consecutive hours 

without parental consent  
· Is beyond parental or guardian control such that the 

child endangers the health, safety, or welfare of the 
child or any other person  

· Has a substance abuse problem for which there are no 
pending criminal charges related to substance abuse 

 
 The petitioner has the right to legal custody of the child.  
 
Court intervention and supervision are necessary to assist 
the parent to maintain the care, custody, and control of the 
child.  
 
Alternatives to court intervention have been attempted or 
there is good cause why such alternatives have not been 
attempted. 


