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ORDINANCE NO. /<42

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SAFETY OF BOATERS, SWIMMERS, AND

OTHERS USING THE WATERS OF WALLA WALLA COUNTY, AND PROVIDING

CERTAIN REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF SUCH WATERS,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF WALLA WALLA

COUNTY, WASHINGTON:

WHEREAS, the increase in pleasure boating, swimming, water skiing,
skin diving, and other water uses has created dangers to life and property of
persons using, and living adjacent to, the waters of Walla Walla County; and

WHEREAS, Federal and State laws and regulations fail to regulate
certain pleasure boats, recreational uses and bodies of water within Walla
Walla County; and

WHEREAS, the unrestricted use of the waters of Walla Walla County
may infringe on the public's right to the safe use and enjoyment of these waters;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners
of Walla Walla County as follows:

SECTION 1. APPLICABILITY. This ordinance applies to watercraft and
associated equipment used, to be used, or carried in watercraft used on the
waters subject to the jurisdiction of the County of Walla Walla.

SECTION 2. POLICY. It is the polic& of Walla Walla County to promote
safety and enjoyment of persons using the waterways of this county. This ordinance
is intended to supplement, but not to infringe upon, the boating safety laws and
regulations of the State of Washington and the United States.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS. The following terms, as used in this ordinance,
shall mean:

(a) "Issuing Authority" means a State that has a numbering system approved or
administered by the U.S. Coast Guard.

(b) "Vessel" means any contrivance used or design for navigation on water,
including seaplanes when operated on waters of this county: PROVIDED, that for
the purposes of this ordinance, the term "vessel" shall not include vessels

engaged in interstate and foreign commerce; vessels regulated by the Washington
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State Public Service Commission; vessels owned and operated by the United States,
any State or political sub-division of any State; or commercial fishing vessels
when operated by a person holding a commercial fishing license as provided by
RCW 75.28.
(¢) '"Motorboat" means any watercraft propelled in any respect by machinery,
including those temporarily equipped with detachable motors.
(d) "Operator" means a person who is in control or in charge of a vessel while
it is in u;e.
(e) "Owner" means a person who claims lawful possession of a vessel by virtue of
legal title or equitable interest therein which entitles him to such possession.
(f) "Person'" means an individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, assoc-
iation, joint-stock association, or Government entity and includes a trustee, re-
ceiver, assignee, or similar representative of any of them.
(g) '"Personal Flotation Device" (P.F.D.) means life preservers, buoyant vests,
special purpose water safe y devices, buoyant cushions, ring buoys, and work vests.
(h) '"Reporting Authority" means the same as "Issuing Authority".
(1) '"sailboat" means any watercraft propelled by sail or canvas. TFor the purpose
of this ordinance, any watercraft propelled by both sail or canvas and machinery
of any sort shall be deemed a motorboat when being propelled.
(jj "Sheriff" means the Sheriff of Walla Walla County or any duly appointed Deputy
Sheriff of Walla Walla County.
(k) "State'" means a State of the United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the District of Columbia.
(1) "State of Principal Use'" means the State on whose waters a vessel is used or
to be used most during a calendar year.
(m) "Use" means to operate, navigate, or employ.

SECTION 4. ENFORCEMENT. It shall be the duty of the Sheriff to enforce
all provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION 5. CERTIFICATION OF NUMBER REQUIRED — EXCEPTIONS.
(a) All undocumented vessels equiped with propulsion of any type except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section, shall have a certificate of number issued by

the proper issuing authority in the State in which the vessel is principally used.
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The certificate of number must be on board and available for inspection whenever

- the vessel is in use.

(b) Certificates of.number shall not be required for the following vessels:

(1) Foreign vessels temporarily using the waters subject to the

jurisdiction of the County of ‘Walla Walla.

(2) Military or public vessels of the United States, except

recreational-type vessels.

(3) A vessel Qhose owner is a stéte or sub-division thereof, which

is used principal;y for éovernmental pufposes, and which is
clearly identifiable as such.-

(4) Ships' lifeboats.

(5) A vessel that is used exclusively for racing.

SECTION 6. CERTIFICATE OF NUMBER ON LEASED OR RENTED VESSELS. The
certificate of number shall not be required to be aboard vessels less than tweﬁty-
six (26) feet in lengthvwhich are leased or repted for less than twenty-four (24)
hours to a person for that person's non-commercial use. However, such vessel must
properly display the number issued to it and have the lease or rental agreement
aboard. This agreement shall list the vessel number that appears on the certificate
of number, the period of time for which the vessel is leased or rented, and be
signed by.both the owner or his authorized representative and the person leasing
or renting the vessel.

SgCTION 7. DISPLAY OF NUMBER (U. S.‘COAST GUARD) . The number issued to
a_ vessel must:

(a) Be painted on or permanently attached to each side of the forward half of a
vessel exéept on vessels so configuréd that a number on the hull or super-structure
would not be easily visible. In the latter case, the number must be permanently
painted on or attached to a backing plate that is attached to the forward half of
the vessel so that the number is visible from each side of the vessel;

(b) Be in plain vertical block letters or numbers of not less than three (3) inches
in height;

(c) Contrast with the color of the background and be distinctly visible and

legible; o Y
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(d) Have spaces Or hyghens that are equal to the width of a letter other than

"I" or a number other than "1" between the ﬁumber nd ;etter grouping. Exampie:

Wi 123§ AB or WN=-1234-AB;

(e) Read from left to right. When a vessel is used by a manufacturer or a dealer
for testing or demonstration, the number may be painted on or attached to removable

plates that are temporarily'but firmly attached to each side of the forward half of

the vessel.

SECTION 8., PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR P.F.D.'s. The following buoyancy

weight requirements refer to adult-size P.F.D.'s:

(a) Type I P.F.D. (life préseiver) is a device designed to turn an unconscious
person in the water from a face downward position to a vertical or slightly back-
ward position, and to have at least 22 pounds of buoyancy.

(b) Type II P.F.D. (buojant vest) is a device designed to turn an unconscious
person in the Qater_from a face downward position to a vertical or slightly back-
ward position, and to have at least 15.5 pounds of buoyancy.

(c) Type III P.F.D. (special purﬁose device) is a device designed to keep a
conscious person in the water in a vertical position and to have at least 155
pounds of buoyancy.

(d) ‘Type IV P.F.D. (throwable device) is a device designed to be thrown to a

person in the water and not to be worn. It is designed to have a least 16.5 pounds
t

Y

of buoyancy.
(e) Typé Vv P.F.D. (restricted use) is a device of the work-vest type used on
commercial vessels. The Type V device is EgE_acceptable on recreational vessels
as an-.approved device.

SECTION 9., P.F.D. REQUIREMENTS FOR RECREATIONAL VESSELS UNDER 16 FEET.
No person shall use a recreational vessel less than sixteen (16) feet in length
or any canoe or kayak unless at least one (1) P.F.D. of any of the following
types is on board for each.person on board such vessel, including water skiers
being towed by the ‘essel:
(a) Type I P.F.D.
(b) Type II P.F.D.
(c¢) Type III P.F.D.

(d) Type IV P.F.D.
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SECTION 10. P.F.D. REQUIREMENTS FOR RECREATIONAL VESSELS 16 FEET AND
OVER. No person shall use a recreational vessel 16 feet or more in length, except
a canoe or kayak, unless at least one (1) P.F.D. of any of the following types is
on boérd for each person on board such vessel, including water skiers being towed
by the vessel:
(a) Type I P.F.D.
(b) Type II P.F.D.
(c) Type III P.F.D.
Recreational vessels 16 feet or more in length, except a canoe or kayak, must also
carry aboard, and have immediately available, at least one (1) Type IV throwable
P.F.D. in addition to the above-mentioned requirements.
SECTION 11. P.F.D. REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL VESSELS.
(a) Every commercial vessel less than 40 feet.in length which does not carry
passengers for hire shall have ét least one (1) fype I, Type II or Type III
(wearable) P.F.D. for each person on board such vessel.
(b) Every commercial vessel carrying passengers for hire and each commercial
vessel 40 feef or more in length not carrying péssengers for hire shall have at
least one (1) Type I_PrF.D. for each person on board such vessel.
(c) Inspected vessels carrying passengers for hire must carry, unless the service
is such that children are never carried, a number of Type I P.F.D.'s of child's
size équal to at least 10% of the total number of persons carried.
(d) Each vessel 26 feet or more in length must have at least éne (1) ring buoy
iﬁ addition to tﬁe P.F.D.'s required in paragraphs a, b, and c of this section.
SECTION 12. P.F.D. APPROVAL =-- ACCESS, CONDITION.
(a) - AlLL P.F.D.'s shall be approved by the United States Coast Guard.
(b) All P.F.D.'s shall be placed on vessels so as to be readily accessible in
cése of an emergency. Examples of P.F.D.'s NOT readily accessible are those
locéted in a locked locker and those stored under an anchor, anchor line, blankets,
or enclosed in the manufacturer's plastic container.
(¢) All P.F.D.'s shall be in good serviceable condition.
(d) Type IV P.F.D.'s shall be immediately available on’recreational vessels 16 feet

or more in length.
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(e) All P.F.D.'s shall be a suitable size for each person on board.

SECTION 13. FIRE EXTINGUISHERS ON MOTORBOATS LESS THAN 26 FEET  IN LENGTH
CARRYING PASSENGERS FOR HIRE. Every motorboat less than 26 feet in léngth used for
carrying passengers for hire shall be equipped with one (1) U. S. Coast Guard
approved‘Type B-I fire extinguisher.

SECTION 14. FIRE EXTINGUISHERS ON MOTORBOATS LESS THAN 26 FEET IN
LENGTH. Every motorboat less than 26 feet in length that has any of the following
conditions shall belequipped with one (1) U. S. Coast Guard approved Type B-I fire
extinguisher:
(a) Motorboats with closed compartments under thwarts or seats wherein portable
fuel tanks are stored.
(b) Motorboats with double bottoms not sealed to the hulls or which are not com-
pletely filled with floatation material.v
(c) Motorboats with closed living spaces.
(d) Motorboats with closed-stowage compartments in which combustible or flammable
materials are stowed.
(e) Motorboats with permanently instalied fuel tanks.

SECTION 15. FIRE EXTINGUISHERS ON MOTORBOATS 26 FEET IN LENGTH TO LESS
THAN 40 FEET IN LENGTH. Every motorboat not less than 26 feet in length but less
than 40 feet in length shall be equipped with at least two (2) U. S. Coast Guard
approved Type B-1 fire extinguishers or one (1) U. S. Coast Guard approved Type
B-II extinguisher.

SECTION 16. FIRE EXTINGUISHERS ON MOTORBOATS 40 FEET IN LENGTH TO NOT
MORE THAN 65 FEET IN LENGTH. Every motorboat not less than 40 feet in length but
not more than 65 feet in length shall be equipped with at least three (3) U. s.
Coast Guard approved Type B-I fire extinguishers or one (1) U. S. Coast Guard
approved Type B-I fire extinguisher AND oﬂe (1) U. S. Coast Guard approved Type
B-II fire extinguisher. |

SECTION 17. MOTORBOATSIEQUIPPED WITH FIXED FIRE EXTINGUISHER. . An
approved fixed fire extinguisher in the engine compartment of a motorboat may be
substituted for one (1) Type.é-l fire extingﬁisher otherwise required by this

ordinance.
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SECTION 18. BACK-FIRE FLAME ARRESTORS. Every motorboat equipped with
inboard engines installed.after April 25, 1940, shall be equipped with a U. S.
Coast Guard approved back-fire flame arrestor for each carburetor except:

(a) Engines accepted for use without a flame arrestor and so labeled by the U. S.
Coast Guard.

(b) Situations where attachments to air-intake system or location of the engine
will disperse back-fire flame to the open atmosphere clear of the vessel, persons
on board, and nearby vessel and structures.

(c) Engines using a fuel with a flash point of over 110 degrees Fahrenheit.

SECTION 19. MUFFLERS — PREVENTION OF NOISE AND SMOKE. Every motorboat
shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and in constant
operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no person shall use a muffler
cutout, bypass, or similar device upon any motorboat used inside the County of
Walla Walla except for motorboats engaged in an organized sporting event.

SECTION 20. VENTILATION ON MOTORBOATS OR MOTOR VESSELS, EXCEPT OPEN
BOATS. Every motorboat or motor vessel,‘except open motorboats, which use fuel
having a flash point of less than 110 degrees Fahrenheit, shall have at least two
(2) ventilator ducts, fitted with cowls or their equivalent, for the efficient
removal of explosive or flammable gases from bilges in every engine and fuel-tank
compartment. There shall be at least one (1) exhaust duct installed so as to
extend from the open atmosphere to the lower portion of the bilge, and at least one
(1) intake duct installed so as to extend to a point at least midway to the bilge or
at leaét below the level of the carburetor air intake. The cowls shall be located
and trimmed for maximum effectiveness in such a manner as to prevent displaced gases
from being recirculated.

SECTION 21. VENTILATION ——-OPEN MOTORBOATS. Open motorboats are not
required to be ventilated, provided each of the four following conditions are met:
(a) Engine and fuel tank compartments shall have a minimum of fifteen (15) square
inches of open area directly exposed to the atmosphere for each cubic foot of net
compartment volume.

(b) All such compartments must have at least one (1) square inch of open area per

cubic foot, within one (1) inch of the compartment bilge level or floor, so that
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any vapors present will drain into open areas.
(c) There must be no long or narrow unventilated spaces accessible from such
compartments in which a flame could propagatg.
(d) Long, narrow compartments ksuch as side panels) if joining engine compart-
ments or fuel compartments and serving as ducts thereto, shall have at least
fifteen (15) square inches of open area per cubic foot provided by frequent open-
ings along the full length of the compartment forward.

SECTION 22. SOUND DEVICES =-- MOTORBOATS LESS THAN 26 FEET IN LENGTH.
Every motorboat less than 26 feet in length shall be equipped with one {l) mouth,
hand, or power-operated whistle or horn capable of producing a steady two (2)
second blas£ audible at least one-half (%) mile.

SECTION 23. SOUND DEVICES =- MOTORBOATS 26 FEET IN LENGTH TO LESS TIHAN

40 FEET IN LENGTH. Every motorboat not less than 26 feet but less than 40 feet in

length shall be equipped with one (1) hand or power-operated whistle or horn capable

of producing a steady two (2) second blast audible at least one (1) mile, and one
(1) bell which, when struck, produces a clear, bell-like tone.

SECTION 24. SOUND DEVICES == MOTORBOATS 40 FEET IN LENGTH TO NOT MORE
THAN 65 FEET IN LENGTH. Every motorboat not less than 40 feet but not more than
65 feet in length shall be equipped with one (1) power-operated whistle oxr horn
audible at least one (1) mile, and one (1) bell which, when struck, produces a
clear, bell-like tone.

SECTION 25. NAVIGATION LIGHTS == NON-MOTORBOATS. Every vessel not
motorized underway from sunset to sunrise, or at such time as vision is less than
500 feet, shall be equipped with a hand lantern showing white light which shall be
temporarily exhibited in sufficient time to prevent a collision.

SECTION 26. NAVIGATION LIGHTS =-- MOTORBOATS LESS THAN 26 FEET IN LENGTH.
Every motorboat less than 26 feet in length underway from sunset to sunrise or at
"such time as vision is less than 500 feet shall be equipped with the following
lights:

(a) One (1) white light aft to show all around the horizon (32 points on the

compass or 360 degrees).
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(b) One (1) combination light on the fore part of the vessel lower than the white
light aft, showing a green light to the starboard and a red light to the port side
of the vessel, each §howing ten (10) points of the compass or 112.5 degrees.

SECTION 27. NAVIGATION LIGHTS -~ MOTORBOATS 26 FEET IN LENGTH TO NOT
MORE THAN 65 FEET IN LENGTH. Every motorboat not less than 26 feet but not more
than 65 feet in length underway from sunset to sunrise or at such times that vision
is less than 500 feet shall be equipmed with the following lights:

(a) One (1) white light as far forward as possible to show an unbroken light
twenty (20) points of the compass or 225 degrees with ten (10) points or 112:5
degrees on each side of the vessel.
(b) One (1) white light aft to show all around the horizon (32 points of the com-
pass or 360 degrees) and higher than the white forward.
(c) One (1) red light on the port side and one (1) greem light on the starboard
side each showing ten (10) points on the compass with a screen installed to prevent
lights from being seen across the bow.

| SECTION 28. LOCATION OF WHITE LIGHTS. Every white light required by this
ordinance shall be carried on the centerline of the vessel, except that the all
around white light aft on a motorboat of less than 26 feet in length may be carried .
off the centerline.

SECTION 29. LIGHTS IN LIEU OF THIS SECTION. Every motorboat may &isplay,
in lieu of the foregoing navigation-light requirements, navigation lights required
by the Intermnational Rules of the Road.

SECTION 30. WATER SKIING IN A NEGLIGENT MANNER. No person shall ride
or manipulate any water ski, surfboard, or similar device in such a negligent manner
as to endanger or be likely to endanger any person or property.

SECTION 31. TOWING OF WATER SKIER% — HOURS. No person shall operate a
vessel for the purpose of towing a person on water skis, surfboard or similar device
at any time during the period from one (1) hour after sunset to one (1) hour before
sunrise. This section shall not apply to persons engaged in a professional exhibi-
tion or to persons engaged in an activity which has been exempted from the require-

ments of this section by the Board of Walla Walla County Commissioners.
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SECTION 32. TOWING OF WATER SKIERS =-- MANNER.

(a) No person shall operate or manipulate any veésel, tow rope or other device,

by which the direction or location of a person on water skis, surfboard or similar
device may be effected or controlled in such a negligent manner as to endanger or

be likely to endariger any person or property.

(b) No person or persons shall engage in water skiing or be towed on a surfboard

or similar device within 300 feet of any boat-launching ramp or within 100 feet of
any anchored vessel, trolling vessel, swimmer or swimmers, shoreline, or other
activity on or in the water.

(c) Except on safe take-offs, vessels with skiers under tow and skier must keep

100 feet or more from shore. A take-off will not be considered "safe" unless it

can be accomplished without risk to any swimmers or craft. Skiers must be picked

up by a vessel before coming within 100 feet of the shore, and brought to shore
under the speed restrictions applicable within 100 feet of shore; provided, when
safe,'the skier, but not the towing vessel, may ski less than 100 feet from the
shore line in the process of landing.

(d) All vessels towing skiers from a skiing platform or float shall proceed in a
counter-clockwise direction.

(e) AllL vessels taking ofﬁ with skiers from within 100 feet of the shore line

shall take off as straight as practicable from shore. On both takeoffs and landings,
vessels and skiers shall keep as far distant as possible from adjoining docks, floats,
and shore line.

(f) No vessel shall follow behind a person being towed on skis, suffboard or other
device closer than 300 feet, nor cross the towing vessel's bow by less than 200 feet,
nor come within less than 100 feet of the person being towed.

(g) No person shall operate a vessel towing a person or persons on water skis,

. surfboard, or similar device unless another competent person in the boat is con=-

tinuously observing the person.being towed, PROVIDED, that this paragraph shall
not apply to motorboats:

(1) Used by water-ski schools in the giving of instruction.

(2) Used in duly authorized water-ski tourﬁaments, competitions,

expositions, or trials.
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(h) It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to be towed on water skis,
surfboard, or similar device without a life jacket or flotation device.

SECTION 33. WATER SKIING WHILE INTOXICATED PROHIBITED. No person
shall ride or manipulate any water ski, surfboard, or similar device while under
the influence of any intoxicating liquor, narcotic drug, barbiturate, marijuana,
or any other controlled substance as defined by RCW 69.50.

SECTION 34. OPERATING A MOTORBOAT WHILE INTOXICATED PROHIBITED. No
person shall qperate any motorboat while under the influence of any intoxicating
liquor, narcotic drug, barbiturate, marijuana, or any other controlled substance
as defined under RCW 69.50. Determination of such intoxication sﬁall be by the
same criteria as provided in RCW 46.61.506, or otherwise in the same manner as
when an individual is alleged to be under the influence of an intoxicating liquor
or drug while operating a motor vehicle.

SECTION 35. VESSEL SPEED. No person shall operate a vessel at a speed
greater than that which will permit the operator to bring said vessel to a stop
within clearance distance ahead and no person shall operate a motorboat at a speed
great enough to leave a wake which is likely to cause damage to a person, persons,
or property.

SECTION 36. AGE REQUIREMENTS TO OPERATE MOTORBOAT. It shall be unlawful
for a minor under the age of sixteen (16) years to operate or be permitted, by the
owner of persons having charge of a motorboat, to operate a motorboat powered by an
engine of ten (10) horsepower or more unless accompanied by a person who is legally
capable of operating such motorboat. It shall be unlawful for a minor ten (10)
years of age or under to operate or be permitted to operate a motorboat in excess,
of four (4) horsepower.

SECTION 37. MOORING OF VESSELS AND RAFTS TO BUOYS OR BEACONS PROHIBITED.

No person shall moor a vessel or raft to any buoy or beacon placed in a waterway
by the authority of the United States, an agency of the United States or by the
Walla Walla County Sheriff's Department, or in any manner hang on with a vessel
or raft to such buoy or beacon.

SECTION 38. RIDING ON GUNWHALES OR BOWS PROHIBITED. No operator of any
vessel shall allow any person to ride or sit on either the starboard or port

gunwhale, or on the decking over the bow while underway or on seat backs or cabin top
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except while in the act of mooring or casting off, unless the vessel is provided
_with adequate guards or railings.

SECTION 39. OVERLOADING BOATS PRGHIBITED. No person shall overload a
boat beyond its safe carrying capacity rating, taking'into consideration weather
and other normal-operating éonditions.

SECTION 40. ANCHORING AND/OR MOORING A VESSEL IN A CHANNEL PASSAGEWAY
PROHIBITED. No person shall anchor, moor, or impede the passage of any other vessel
in a channel or passangeway ordinarily used by any other vessel.

SECTION 41. AUTHORIZATION FOR REGATTAS AND MARINE EVENTS. The Sheriff
shall be notified in advance of the holding of any regatta, motorboat or other
boat race, tournament or exhibition, water-ski ﬁournament, or other event on any
waters of Walla Walla County. Persons 6r organizations desiring to sponsor such
events shall give notice to the Sheriff at least ten (10) days in advance of the
commencement of such events. Such notice shall bé submitted on forms provided by
the Sheriff and shall specify:

.(a) The waters and general area where the event shall be held;

(b) The location of buoys or other marking devices placed upon the waters to set
off any race course or other area;
(¢) The provisions made by the sponsors for patrolling to prevent unauthorized
entry by non-participants into the area of the event;

(d) The rescue and safety measures that shall be provided to insure the safety of
participants and others;

(e) The dates of such events, including the dates 'of’ trial practice or preliminary

\

events;

(f) Such other information as the Sheriff may'require to fully inform him of the
nature and extent of such event.

SECTION 42, OPERATION OF MOTORBOATS IN SWIMMING AREAS PROHIBITED. No
person shall operate a motorboat within water areas which are clearly marked by
buoys or some other distinguishing device as a bathing or swimming area.

SECTION 43. NEGLIGENT OPERATION OF VESSELS PROHIBITED. No person shall
operate a vessel in such a negligent maﬁner as to unnecessarily interfere with the
free and proper use of the waters of Walla Walla County or endanger or be likely to

endanger any person Or property.
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SECTION 44. SWIMMING. It shali be unlawful for any person to swim:
(a) More than 100 feet from shore unless the swimmer is accompanied by a vessel
or unless in an area specifically designated as a public swimming area.
(b) 1In any body of water which is posted as no swimming by public 1egal‘authority.

SECTION 45, SKIN DIVING. It shall be unlawful for any person or persons
to be engaged in skin diving unless‘there is situated at the place where the diving
is conducted either a vessel that is anchored or a marking flag, which flag shall
be red and white and at least (3) feet high, that is clearly visible a distance
of 300 feet.

SECTION 46. ACCIDENT REPORTING;
(a) 1In the case of collision, accident or other casualty involving a vessel, it
shall be the duty of the operator, if and so far as he can do so without serious
danger to himself or persons aboard, to render such assistance as may be practical
and necessary to other persons affected by the collision, accident, or casualty.
(b) Any person who compiies with this section or who gratuitously and in good
faith renders assistance at the scene of a vessel collision, accident, or casualty,
without objection of any person assisted, shall not be held liable for any civil
damages as a result of the rendering of assistance or for any act or omission in
providing or arranging salvage, towage, medical treatment, or other assistance
where the assisting person acts as an ordinary,. reasonably p?udent person might
have acted under the same or similar circumstances. |
(¢) The operator of any vessel which is involved in an accident resulting in
property damage or personal injury shall stop and give his name and address to

'

any injured, and to the owner of operator of the vessel or property damaged,
PROVIDED, that if the operator is unable to locate the other owner of operator
he shall leave in a conspicuous place on the vessel or other property damaged a
written notice giving his name and address.
(d) When, as a result of an occurrance that involves a vessel or its equipment,
a person dies or disappears from a vessel, the operator shall, without delay,
notify the nearest U, S. Coast Guard station and the Walla Walla County Sheriff's

Department of:

= 15 -
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(1) The date, time, and exact location of the occurrence.
(2) The name of each person who dies or disappeared.
(3) The number and/or name of the vessel or vessels involved.
(4) The names and addresses of the owner and operator of the vessel
or vessels involved.
If the operétor cannot give this notice, each person on board shall notify proper
authorities, or determine that such notice has been given.
(e) The operator of a vessel involved in an accident shall submit the BOATING
ACCIDENT REPORT FORM (CG-3865) within 48 hours of any accident in which:
(1) A person dies within 24 hours.
(2) A person loses consciousness or receives medical treatment or is
disabled for more than 24 hours.
(3) A person disappears from a vessel under circumstances that indicate
death or injury.
Accidents must be reported within two (2) days if damage to the vessel and other
property totals more than $100.
SECTION 47. SOUND SIGNALS IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY. In fog, mist,

falling snow or heavy rain storms, whether during day or night, the following

signals shall be used:
(a) Motorboats underway shall sound, at intervals of not more than one (1) minute,
one (1) prolonged blast of the whistle or horn.

(b) Sailing vessels underway shall sound, at intervals of not more than one (1)

minute, one (1) blast when on the starboard tack, and two (2) blasts in succession

. when on the port tack; and when the wind is abaft the beam, three (3)_blasts in

succession of the whistle or horn.

(c) Rafts and other craft not otherwise herein provided for, navigated by hand
power, horse power or by the water current shall sound a blast of the whistle,

or horn at intervals of not more than one (1) minute.

(d) Motor vessels, when towing, shall, instead of the signals provided in para-
graph (a) of this section, shall sound at intervals of ﬁot more than one (1) minute,
three (3) blasts in succession; namely, one (l) prolonged blast followed by two (2)

blasts. A vessel towed may give this signal and shall not give any other.
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(e) A vessel at anchor shall, at intervals of not more than one (1) minute,
ring the bell rapidly for five (5) seconds.
SECTION 48. SPEED IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY.
(a) Every vessel shall, in fog, mist, falling snow, or heavy rain storms, go
at a moderate speed, having a careful regard to the existing circumsténces and
conditions, and shall be able to stop one-half (%) the distance of available
visibility.
(b) A motorboat or vessel hearing, apparently forward of her beam, the fog signal
of a vessel the position of which is not certain shall, so far as circumstances |
pérmit, stop her gngine, and then navigate with caution until thé danger of
collision is over.
SECTION 49. STEERING AND SAILING RULES.
(a) The risk of collision can, when circumstances permit, be ascertained by care-~
fuily watching the compass bearing of an approaching vessel. If the bearing does
not appreciably change, such risk should be determined to exist.
(b) When two (2) sailboats are approaching one another, to avoid the risk of
collision, one shall keep out of the way of the other as follows:
(1) A sailboat which is running free shall keep out of the way
of a sailboat which is closehauled.
(2) A sailboat which is closehauled on the port tack, shall
keep out of the way of a sailboat which is closehauled on
the starboard tack.
(3) When both are running free, with the wind on different sides}
the sailboat which has the wind on the port side shall keep
out of the way of the other.
(4) When both are running free, with the wind on the same side,
the sailboat which is to the windward shall keep out of the
way of the sailboat which is to the leeward.
(5) A sailboat which has the wind aft shall keep out of the way
of other sailboats.
SECTION 50. RULES AND WHISTLE SIGNALS FOR VESSELS MEETING, NEARING

BENDS, LEAVING BERTHS, AND OVERTAKING.
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(a)  When vessels under power are approaching each other head and head; that is,
end on end or nearly so, it shall be the duty of each to pass on the port side

of the other; and either vessel shall give, as a signal of her intention, one (1)
short blast of Her whistle, which the other vessel will answer promptly by a
similar blast of her whistle, and thereon such vessels shall pass on the port

side of each other, but if the course of said vessels are so far on the starboard
of each other as not to be considered as meeting head and head each vessel shall
immediately give two (2) short and distinct blasts of her whistle, which the other
vessel shall answer promptly by two (2) similar blasts of her whistle, and they
shall pass starboard side of each other.

The foregéing only applies to cases where vessels are meeting end on, or
nearly end on, in such a manner as to involve risk of collision; that is, to cases
in which by day, each vessel sees the masts of the other in a line, or nearly in
line with her own, and by night in cases where the red light of one vessel is
opposed to the red of the other, or where the green light of one vessel is opposed
to the green ligﬂt of the other, or where a red light without a green light is
seen ahead, or where both red and green lights are seen énywhere but ahead.

(b) If, when vessels under power are approaching each other, from any course, and
either vessel is in doubt,:it shall immediately signify the same by giving several
short and rapid blasts, not less than four (4) , of the whistle or horn.

(c) Whenever a motorboat is nearing a short bend or curve in the channel, where
from the height of the banks or other cause, a motorboat approaching from the
opposite direction cannot be seen for a distance of one-half (%) mile ahead, such
métorboat, when she shall have arrived withih one~half (%) mile of such a curve

or bend, shall givé a signal of one (1) long blast of the horn or whistle, which
signal shall be answered by a similar blast given by any approaching vessel that
may be within hearing. Should such a signal be so answered by a vessel upon the
farther side of such bend, then the usual signals for meeting and passing shall
immediately be given and answered; but if the first alarm signal of such vessel

be not answered, she is to consider the channel clear and govern herself accord-
ingly. When motorboats are moved from their docks or berths, or other boats are

liable to pass from any direction toward them, they shall give the same signal as
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in the case as vessels meeting at a bend but immediately after clearing berths

so as to be fully in sight, they shall be governed by the steering and sailing

rules.

(d) When motorboats are running in the same direction, and the vessel which is
astern shall desire to pass on the starboard side of the vessel ahead, she shall
give one (1) short blast of the whistle or horn, as a signal of such desire, and
if the vessel ahead answers with one (1) blast, she shall direct her course star-
board; if she shall desire to pass on the port side of the vessel ahead, she shall
give two (2) short blasts of the whistle or horn as a signal for such desire, and
if the vessel ahead answers with two (2) short blasts, she shall direct her course
to port. IEf tﬁe vessel ahead does not think it is safe for the vessel astern to
attempt to pass at that point, she shall immediately signify the same by giving
short rapid blasts of the whistle or horn, not less than four (4) and under no,
circumstances shall the vessel astern attempt to pass the vessel ahead until such
time as they have reached a point where it can be safely done, when said vessel
ahead shall signify her willingness by blowing the proper signals. The vessel
ahead shall in no case attempt to cross the bow or crowd upon the course of the
passing vessel.

(e) The whistle signals provided for vessels meeting, passing, or overtaking are
never to be used except when vessels are in sight of each other and the course and
position of each can be determined in the day time by sight of the vessel itself,
or by night by seeing its navigation lights. In fog, mist, falling snow and heavy
rain storms, when vessels cannot see each other, fog signals only shall be given.

SECTION 51. MOTORBOATS CROSSING. When two (2) motorboats are crossing,
s0 as to involve risk of collision, the vessel which has the other on her starboard
side shall keep out of the way of the other.

SECTION 52. SAILING VESSEL RIGHT OF WAY. When a motorboat and a sail-
boat are proceeding in such a direction as to involve risk of colliéion, the motor-
boat shall keep out of the way of the sailboat, except when the sailing vessel is
overtaking the motorboat from behind.

SECTION 53. PRIVILEGED VESSEL DUTY. Whenever, under this ordinance, one

of the two vessels is to keep out of the way, the other is to maintain her course

and speed.
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SECTION 54. BURDENED VESSEL DUTY.
(a) EBvery vessel which is directed by this ordinance to keep out of the way of
another vessel shall, if the circumstances permit, avoid crossing ahead of the
other.
(b) Every vessel which is directed by this ordinance to keep out of the way of

another vessel shall, on approaching her, if necessary, slacken her speed or stop
or reverse.

SECTION 55. OVERTAKING VESSELS.‘

(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in this ordinance, every vessel overtaking
any other, shall keep out of the way of the overtaken vessel.

(b) Every vessel coming up on another vessel from any direction more than two
points aft her beam; that is, in such a position, with reference to the vessel
which she»is overtaking that at night she would be unable to see the other vessels'
sidelights, shall be deemed to be the overtaking vessel, and no subsequent altera-
tion of the bearing between the two vessels shall make the overtaking vessel a
crossing vessel within the meaning of this ordinance or relieve her of the duty

of keeping clear of the overtaken vessel until she is finally past and clear.

(¢) If the overtaking vessel is uncertain whether she is forward or abaft from
thié direction from the other vessel, she should assume that she is the overtaking
vgssel and keep out of the way.

SECTION 56. RIGHT OF WAY -- FISHING VESSELS. Vessels underway shall
keep out of the way of sailboats or boats fishing with nets, lines, or trawls.
This section shall not give to any vessel or boat engaged in fishing the right of
obstructing a channel used by vessels other than fishing vessels.

>SECTION 57. GENERAL PRUDENTIAL RULE. In obeying and construing this
ordinance, due regard shall be had to all dangerg of navigation and collision, and
to any special circumstances which may render a departure from it necessary in
order to avoid immediate danger.

SECTION 58. BACKING SIGNAL. When vessels are in sight of each other,

a motor vessel underway whose engines are going astern shall indicate the fact

by three (3) short blasts on the whistle or horn.
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SECTION 59. RULE OF GOOD SEAMANSHIP. Nothing in this ordinance shall
exonerate any vessel, or the owner or master or crew thereof, from the consequences
of any neglect to carry lights or signals, or of any neglect to keep a proper
lookout, or the neglect of any precaution which may be required by the ordinary
practice of seamen, or by special circumstances of the case.

SECTION 60. DISTRESS SIGNALS. When a vehicle is in distress and requires
assistance from other vessels or from the shore, the following shall be the signal
to be used or displayed by her, either together or seperately:

(a) A continuous sounding with any_fog—signal apparatus, if in the day time, or

by using marine distress signal fléres, or by displaying a U.S. flag upside down.
(b) At night the primary signal will be a red flare either hand held or propelledv
skyward, also a marine distress signal flare, or the vessel shall give a continuous
sounding of the fog signal.

SECTION 61. CORRECTION OF AN ESPECIALLY HAZARDOUS CONDITION.

(a) If the Sheriff observes a vessel used without sufficient Personal Flotation
Devices or insufficient firefighting equipment or in an overloaded condition or
other unsafe condition as defined in this section, and in his judgment such use
creates an especially hazardous condition, he may direct the operator to take
whatever immediate and reasonable action may be necessary for the safety of those
aboard the vessel, including directing the operator to return to mooring and remain
there until the situation creating the especially hazardous condition is corrected
or ended.

(b) TFor the purpose of this section, "Other Unsafe Condition" means a boat which:

(1) Does not display the navigation lights required (sunset

to sunrise), or

(2) Has fuel leakage from either the fuel system or engine, or

(3) Has an accumulation of fuel in the bilges or a compartment

other than a fuel tank, or

(4) Does not meet the requirements for backfire flame control, or

(5) Does not meet the ventilation requirements for fuel tanks and

engine spaces.
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SECTION 62. PUNISHMENT. Any persen who violates any provision of
this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor aund, upon conviction
thereof; shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.)
per violation, or ninety days in jail, or by beth such fine and such jail‘
sentence.

SECTION 63, AUTHORITY OF OFFICERS TO BOARD BQATS. The Sheriff is
hereby given the authority te board any vessel found underway in.the waters of
the County of Walla Walla for the purpose of inspection and enforcement of this
ordinance,

SECTION 64. GARBAGE. ‘Tt shall be unlawful for any person, while con
any watercraft or any person while on the shores or on any structure extending
onto a waterway; to throw or discard into the waters any waste, debris, refuse;
0il, garbage, or other fluids or solid materials which in any manner tend to
pollute said water.

SECTION 65. CONSTRUCTION, If any provision of this ordinance, or its
application to any person or circumstances, is held invalid, the remaiﬁder of the
ordinance, or the applicatien of the provision to other persons or circumstances,
shall not be affected.

SECTION 66. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect and be
in force from and after the date of its adoption; its provisions being necessary

for the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of Walla Walla County.

e g (N oo o .
ADOPTED AND PASSED this f?“f'l) day of N N e , 1978,
\
ATTEST: BOARD OF WALLA WALLA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
C hypen Ly o X\\\\\\ AN
Wal Walla County Auditor - Chairman
and Ex—Off1c1o Clerk of the ' E
Board.

ILED FOR RECORD
mf CAALLA CO.WASH.

BY (0. .cﬂc.ﬁ_ﬁ@zﬁwﬁ.
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NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners will
hold a public hearing at 10:45 A.M. on June 12th. 1978 in the office of the
Board at the County Courthouse in Walla Walla on the following proposed Or-
dinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 140

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE SAFETY OF BOATERS,SWIMMERS, AND
OTHERS USING THE WATERS OF WALLA WALLA COUNTY, AND PROVIDING CERTAIN REG-
ULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF SUCH WATERS,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF WALLA WALLA COUNTY,
WASHINGTON.

There shall be filed in the County Auditor's Office three copies of
such codes and compilations and there shall be available copies in the City
of Waitsburg, City of College Place and City of Walla Walla.

Dated at Walla Walla, Washington
May 30, 1978

C. Lynn Smith

Clerk of the Board of

County Commissioners

The Times- Publish June 1, 1978
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STATE OF WASHINGTON, ss.
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deposes and says:That he is the Publisher of The Times, a weekly
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