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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALLA WALLA COUNTY, WASHINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. 363

APPROVING A REQUEST BY WALLA WALLA COUNTY FOR THE ADOPTION
OF NEW NUISANCE CODE PROVISIONS, SETTING FORTH STANDARDS FOR
WHAT CONSTITUTES NUISANCES WITHIN UNINCORPORATED WALLA
WALLA COUNTY AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THOSE STANDARDS,
AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 87, RESULTING IN AN AMENDMENT AND
REPLACEMENT OF WALLA WALLA COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 8.24.

Whereas, Walla Walla County Code Chapter 8.24 was last amended in 1971;

Whereas, the standards and remedies set forth in Walla Walla Code Chapter 8.24 are out
of date;

Whereas, RCW 36.32.120(10) authorizes the Board of County Commissioners, in their
legislative capacity, to enumerate nuisances;

Whereas the following findings of fact and conclusions of law are hereby made:

Findings of Fact:

1. OnMay 1 and 8, 2008, Notices of Public Hearing were published in the
Waitsburg Times. On May 2 and 7, 2008, notices of Public Hearing were
published in the Tri-City Herald. On May 1, 2008 a notice of Public Hearing was
published in the Walla Walla Union Bulletin.

2. The number of people living in unincorporated Walla Walla County, including
Urban Growth Areas, has increased.

3. The standards and remedies in the current Walla Walla County Code Chapter 8.24
do not sufficiently address potential nuisance problems in unincorporated Walla
Walla County.

4. The standards and remedies in the current Walla Walla Code do not distinguish
between rural and more-developed areas of the County.

5. The Center for Disease Control recommends that dilapidated vehicles, debris and
uncontrolled grasses and vegetation be controlled around residential areas in order
to control rodent populations.
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6. Uncontrolled vegetation can lead to increased fire hazards, as well as the spread
of noxious weeds.

Conclusions of Law:

1. Regulation of nuisances is necessary to prevent and prohibit those conditions
which reduce the value of private property, interfere with the enjoyment of public
and private property, create and constitute fire and other safety and health
hazards, and generally create a menace to the health and welfare of the public and
contribute to the degradation of the character of neighborhoods and depreciation
of property values. It is necessary for the public health, safety and welfare to
regulate, prevent and prohibit conditions which may constitute disorderly,
disturbing, unsafe, unsanitary, fly-producing, rodent-harboring, and/or disease-
causing places, conditions, or objects. It is also necessary for the public social
and economic welfare to regulate, prevent, and prohibit conditions which degrade
the County’s scenic attractiveness and livability and its economic development.

2. The proposed amendments to Walla Walla County Code Chapter 8.24 are
necessary to regulate public health, safety and welfare in Walla Walla County.

3. The proposed amendments to Walla Walla County Code Chapter 8.24
appropriately distinguish between rural and more developed areas of the County.

4. The proposed amendments to Walla Walla County Code Chapter 8.24 provide
property owners with clearer standards, thus facilitating uniform enforcement.

5. The classification of some violations of Walla Walla County Code Chapter 8.24
as infractions, rather than solely misdemeanors, will allow for more expeditious,
less costly and fairer resolution of nuisance violations.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners held public hearings on May 12, May
19 and June 9, 2008 for the purpose of receiving testimony for and/or against the
proposed changes to the Walla Walla County Code, now therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Walla Walla County Board of County Commissioners that,
based on the findings of fact and conclusions of law above, Ordinance 87 is repealed, and
Chapter 8.24 of the Walla Walla County Code is repealed and replaced as follows.

Section 1. Amendment to Walla Walla Code, Resulting in new Chapter 8.24
Chapter 8.24 of the Walla Walla County Code is amended as follows:
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Chapter 8.24 DEBRIS AND EXCESS VEGETATION.

Sections:

8.24.010: Accumulation of debris and vegetation declared unlawful.
8.24.020: Violation, Enforcement and Penalty

8.24.030: Abatement

8.24.010. Accumulation of debris and excess vegetation declared unlawful.

On any lot of record in the unincorporated area of Walla Walla County, each of the
following conditions, unless otherwise expressly permitted by law, is declared to be an
unlawful nuisance:

(A) On property zoned such that the minimum lot area is greater than one acre:

(1) The outside accumulation within the front and side yard of two (2) or more cubic
vards of waste, rubbish and trash, including but not limited to bottles, cans, glass,
wire, broken crockery, broken plaster and other similar abandoned, discarded or
unused material, which is visible by ordinary view from an adjacent property or
roadway. unless kept in covered bins or receptacles; PROVIDED, that nothing
herein shall prohibit the maintenance of a compost pile outside the front and side
vard as long as the usage of the same is intended for the household’s use;

(2) The outside storage within the front and side yard of abandoned. discarded or
unused objects or equipment, excluding farm-related equipment or material;
including but not limited to tires, household furniture, stoves, refrigerators and
freezers which are visible by ordinary view from an adjacent property or roadway;
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(3)

The outside storage within the front and side yard for more than sixty (60) days

4)

of more than five (5) cubic vards of any used or unused building materials which

are visible by ordinary view from an adjacent property or roadway; provided, that

nothing herein shall:

(a) Prohibit such storage when done in conjunction with a construction project
for which a building permit has been issued and which is being pursued
diligently to completion,

(b) Prohibit such storage upon the premises of a bona fide lumberyard, dealer in
building materials, or other commercial enterprise when the same is
permitted under the zoning ordinance and other applicable laws,

(c) Make lawful any such storage when it is prohibited by other ordinances or
laws;

The presence of any unattached vehicle or boat parts or six (6) or more

abandoned or inoperable vehicles and/or boats that have remained in the same
location or on the same contiguously owned property for more than sixty (60)
consecutive days, within the front, side or rear yard; that are visible by ordinary
view from an adjacent property or roadway; and that meet any of the following
descriptions;
(a) The vehicle is missing a major component such as the engine, transmission,
battery, tire(s), u-joint, differential, front suspension,
(b) The vehicle cannot be started and set into motion both forward and reverse
for a distance of one hundred (100) feet,
(c) Vehicles exempt from enforcement of this ordinance shall include:
(i) Any vehicle or its components to be used as evidence in litigation
when stored under a tarp or cover, or
(ii) One (1) vehicle which has a value over five hundred dollars ($500)
and is currently being restored, or
(iii) Any vehicle(s) which has/have been moved into an enclosed structure
or that is/are moved to an area that is not visible by ordinary view from
adjacent roads or properties, or
(iv) Any farm machinery or equipment.
(5) The presence of uncontrolled and uncultivated weeds or brush within the
right-of-way which presents a sight hazard to vehicles operating on the road right
of way. or uncontrolled weeds or brush which have been declared a fire hazard by
the County Fire Marshall or a fire district chief; PROVIDED, that nothing herein
shall prohibit the growth of vegetation for agricultural purposes.

(B) On property zoned in an urban classification under Title 17, ie., all zoning

classifications other than those provided for in subsection (A) of this section:

(1

The outside accumulation of more than one (1) cubic yard of waste, rubbish and

trash, including but not limited to bottles, cans, glass, wire, broken crockery,
broken plaster and any other similar abandoned, discarded or unused material,
which is visible by ordinary view from an adjacent property or road, unless kept
in covered bins or receptacles; PROVIDED, that nothing herein shall prohibit the
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maintenance of a compost pile outside of the front or side yards as long as the

usage of the same is intended for the household’s use.

(2) The outside storage of abandoned, discarded or unused objects or equipment,
including but not limited to tires, household furniture, stoves, refrigerators and
freezers, which are visible by ordinary view from an adjacent property or road.

(3) The outside storage for more than sixty (60) consecutive days of more than five
(5) cubic yards of any used or unused building materials which are visible by
ordinary view from an adjacent property or road, and which are not kept in an
orderly manner; PROVIDED, that nothing herein shall:

(a) Prohibit such storage when done in conjunction with a construction project
for which a building permit has been issued and which is being pursued
diligently to completion;

(b) Prohibit such storage upon the premises of a bona fide lumberyard, dealer in
building materials, or other commercial enterprise when the same is
permitted under the zoning ordinance and other applicable law;

(c) Make lawful any such storage when it is prohibited by other ordinances or
laws.

(4) The presence of any unattached vehicle or boat parts or more than one (a)
abandoned or inoperable vehicles and/or boats that have remained in the same
location or on the same contiguously owned property for more than sixty (60)
consecutive days within the front, side or rear yard; that are visible by ordinary
view from an adjacent property or roadway; and that meet any of the following
descriptions:

(b) The vehicle is missing a major component such as the engine, transmission,
battery, tire(s), u-joint, differential, front suspension;

(c) The vehicle cannot be started and set into motion both forward and reverse
for a distance of one hundred (100) feet;

(d) Vehicles exempt from enforcement of this ordinance shall include:

(i) Any vehicle or its components to be used as evidence in litigation
when stored under a tarp or cover, or

(ii) One (1) vehicle which has a value over five hundred dollars (§500)
and is currently being restored, or

(iii) Any vehicle(s) which has/have been moved into an enclosed structure

or that is/are moved to an area that is not visible by ordinary view from

adjacent roads or properties, or

(iv) Any farm machinery.

(5) The following conditions of vegetation:

(a) Grasses or weeds not maintained to an average height of twelve (12) inches on

any property that is developed; or

(b) Grasses or weeds not maintained to an average height of twelve (12) inches on

any property visible by ordinary view from adjacent roads or properties if the
property is a vacant lot; PROVIDED, that vacant properties with an area of 2 or
more acres may comply with this requirement by mowing an adequate fire/rodent
barrier around the property; or

(¢c) the presence of uncontrolled and uncultivated weeds or brush within the right-
of-way which presents a sight hazard to vehicles operating on the road right of

T ll\lllllﬂll\ {1

Walla Walla County, WA ORD

2008-06483
Page: 6 of 9
06/24/2008 02:40P




way, or uncontrolled and uncultivated weeds or brush which have been declared a
fire hazard by the County Fire Marshall or a fire district chief;
(d) PROVIDED, that nothing in 8.24.010(B)(5) shall prohibit the growth of

vegetation for agricultural purposes.

(C) Nothing in this Section shall make lawful any such condition prohibited by other
ordinances or laws.

8.24.020 Violation—Enforcement and Penalty.

(A) If the violation of 8.24.010 constitutes a fire hazard as declared by the County Fire
Marshall or a fire district chief or is injurious to the public health, such violation shall
constitute a misdemeanor and shall be punishable as specified in RCW 9A.20.021.
Each day a violation exists may constitute a separate violation.

(B) Any violation of 8.24.010 not constituting a violation of Subsection (A) of this
section shall constitute a civil infraction punishable by the following fines:

First offense: $75.
Each subsequent offense: $250.

Notices of Civil Infraction may be issued by the Walla Walla County Sheriff, the
Public Health Administrator or designee, the Director of the Community
Development Department or designee, or the Walla Walla County Prosecuting
Attorney. Each day a violation exists may constitute a separate violation.

(C) In addition to or in lieu of the penalties listed above, the County Community
Development Department may, at its discretion, enforce the provisions of this chapter
utilizing the procedures set forth in WWCC Chapter 14.13 for repeat or large-scale
violators. The failure to obey a Notice of Violation and Order shall continue to
constitute a gross misdemeanor pursuant to WWCC §14.13.100.

8.24.030 Abatement.

(A) Whenever any violation of this chapter constitutes an immediate and emergent threat
to the public health, safety. welfare, or environment, the County, after approval by the
Board of County Commissioners, may summarily and without prior notice abate the
condition. In accord with RCW 36.32.120(10) the Board County Commissioners may
levy a special assessment on the land or premises on which the nuisance is situated to

T
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defray the cost, or to reimburse the county for the cost of abating it. This assessment
shall constitute a lien against the property which shall be of equal rank with state,
county, and municipal taxes.

(B) With owner consent, and after approval by the Board of County Commissioners, the
County may enter unsecured property and may remove or correct the condition which
is subject to abatement. If the person in control or ownership of the premises does not
consent to entry and abatement, the County may seek such judicial process in the
Walla Walla County Superior Court, as it deems necessary, to effect the removal,
correction or abatement of such condition. In the event of any abatement proceedings,
judicial or otherwise, in accord with RCW 36.32.120(10) the Board County
Commissioners may levy a special assessment on the land or premises on which the
nuisance is situated to defray the cost, or to reimburse the county for the cost of
abating it. This assessment shall constitute a lien against the property which shall be of
equal rank with state, county, and municipal taxes.

Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance is effective January 1, 2009.
Section 3. Savings and Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence,
clause or phrase of this ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason,

such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining parts of this ordinance.

Section 4. Publication. This ordinance will be published by an approved summary
consisting of the title.

Section 5. Repealer. Ordinance 87, 1971 is repealed and superceded by this Ordinance.
PASSED by the Walla Walla County Board of County Commissioners in regular session
at Walla Walla, Washington, then signed by its membership and attested by its Clerk in
authorization of such passage this 23" day of _ June , 2008.

Approved this 23"  Dayof  June 2008

0@»‘/«//@/&%

. David G. Carey, Chairma#f

awss

Gregg/(?/ Loney, , Comnpssioner

( Goki

Greg Tompkins, Comm1ss1oner
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Constituting the Board of County Commissioners of Walla Walla County, Washington

Attest:

A e e ‘
Do <Uvet
Connie R. Vinti, Clerk of the Board

Approved as to form

;) - y
JeSée D. Nolte, Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney
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Walla Walla County Nuisance Code
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