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TOWN COUNCIL
WATERTOWN, CONNECTICUT

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023

REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 P.M.
AGENDA

WATERTOWN TOWN HALL
TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
61 ECHO LAKE RD.
WATERTOWN, CT 06795

THIS MEETING WILL BE AN IN-PERSON MEETING AND WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE
VIA ZOOM IN LISTEN ONLY MODE

A LINK WILL BE POSTED ON THE DAY OF THE MEETING
PLEASE SEE WWW.WATERTOWNCT.ORG UNDER THE CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

1. Call Meeting to Order.

r2

Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call.

4. Presentation - Recognitions.
a. UCONN TAB (Technical Assistance for Brownfields)
b. Watertown Foundation Centennial Park
c. Staff Recognition

5. Public Participation.

6.  Minutes.

a. Special Town Meeting — May 1, 2023

b. Regular Meeting — May 1, 2023

7. Chairman’s Report
a. Correspondence.

8. Town Manager’s Report.
9. Subcommittee Reports.

10.  New Business.
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a. Discussion and possible action on Watertown Foundation Park presentation to be
located on the corner of Route 262 and Buckingham Street and formal naming of the
park.

b. Consider an appropriation from the General Fund in the amount of $4,791.72 for
Police overtime. Funds received through the Federal Drug Enforcement
Administration for reimbursement for participation in their program.

¢. Consider an appropriation from the General Fund in the amount of $12,424.70 for
Police Overtime. Funds received through the Statewide Violent Crime Task Force
participation.

d. Consider authorizing an appropriation of $20,000 from the Water Sewer Capital Fund
and $20,000 Sewer Capital Fund for Legal Services.

e. Consider authorizing a compensation adjustment to the Assistant Building Official.
f. Consider a resolution authorizing an appropriation of $4,441 for tax refunds.
g. Consider a resolution authorizing tax refunds.

11.  Adjournment.

Written comments can be submitted in writing to towncouncil@watertownct.org
Or mailed to: Watertown Town Council
61 Echo Lake Road, Watertown, CT 06795




AWV Luudnivn

Date: May 15, 2023

~ A2 9 Agenda Item:m'F'O THE
f’*‘, % COULD YOUR TOWN BE A HIGHLANDS TOWN?  [i{{i{i{fIIM

Lite biield 1ills Greenprint COALITION
Collaborative

Highlands Conservation Act Objectives:
* Clean drinking water * Healthy forests * Thriving wildlife populations * Productive agriculture
* Abundant recreational opportunities

Background: The Highlands region spans 3.4M acres across four states:
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. The Highlands
Conservation Act was first passed by Congress in 2004 to conserve lands with
important natural resources in this region. Since that time, it has brought over
880 million dollars in federal conservation funding to the four states for use in
Highlands communities. Administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
funds are dispersed by state agencies (in CT, the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection}, to support land conservation projects that advance
Highlands Conservation Act Objectives.

1 & Highlands Boundary

~ g/ ﬂ Stale Boundary

In December 2022, the Highlands Conservation Act was reautherized with some
significant new provisions:

¢ Additional Highlands Eligible Towns: The area eligible for Highlands Conservation Act funding can be expanded to
include new towns in the region.

¢ Newly Eligible Conservation Interest Holders: County and municipal government entities can now be recipients of
Highlands Act funding for land conservation.

¢ Highlands Resource Updates: U.S. Fish and Wildlife will update its project eligibility criteria in alignment with the
conservation objectives, best available data and current science.

What New Towns May Be Eligible For Highlands Act Funding?

. . ﬁ‘mmuni ; !

The original Highlands Conservation Act identified
28 Northwest CT towns as part of the Highlands
Region. Communities southeast of the Rte. 202
corridor in Western Connecticut were left out,
although many of these towns have natural
resources supporting the conservation objectives
the Highlands Act aims to protect. Similarly, in the
other three states, towns with Highlands
conservation resources were excluded from the
Highlands Region.

The reauthorization of the Highlands Conservation
Act expansion of the Highlands Region boundary to
include additional towns that contain Highlands
resources.

We can help your Town apply for inclusion
in the Highlands Region (if it is not already)
and attract federal conservation dollars for
qualified land protection opportunities in
your community.

Highlands Act Expansion
“1 current HCA Eligible Towns
£ Other Towns d
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Frequently Asked Questions

What does my town need to do?
Town leadership (town council, first selectman, mayor) needs to state (e.g. through a letter or
resolution) willingness (o be added to the Highlands Region.

How can my town position itself to be eligible for Highlands Act funding?
Indicating your town’s willingness to be added to the Highlands Region is the first step in enabling
conservaiion projects in your town to receive Highlands Conservation Act funds.

Does this commit my town to anything?
No. It will enable your town to be eligible for funding only. It does not commit the town to applying
Jor funding, nor does it guarantee funding.

Would this impact the town’s grand list or mill rate?

No. Being included in the Highlands Region allows for the potential use of federal Highlands funding
in efforts to protect property with willing landowners in the community. The funding passes through
to qualified state, county or municipal government entities that will purchase conservation land
(through ownership, conservation easement, or both in combination).

Does this add regulations or oversight in my town?
No. If your town is added to the Highlands Region, there will be no additional regulations or
oversight, just the potential to access federal funding.

Is every undeveloped parcel in my town potentially eligible?

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has eligibility criteria based on the Highlands conservation
objectives. These criteria are being updated based on the 2022 reauthorization language. We expect
along with this update, the criteria will expand to new Highlands towns.

What happens next?

If vour town leadership indicates willingness to be added to the Highlands Region, the letier or
resolution will be forwarded to the Connecticut DEEP. The State will make a recommendation to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Director of U.S. Fish and Wildlife will have final approval

Is there a deadline or a window of opportunity to state my town’s willingness to be added?

There is currently no deadline to indicate your willingness to be added to the Highlands boundary.
We anticipate U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will review requests periodically. There is likely benefit
to indicating willingness sooner (e.g. Spring 2023} rather than later.

How does my town become a conservation interest holder? What does that entail?
While permitied in the 2022 reauthorization language, the details of municipal and county
governments receiving Highlands funds for land conservation ave still being worked out

Who can | contact with additional questions?

Housatonic Valley Association [Local Partner]
Tim Abbott [Insert]
(860) 605-5625 | tabbott@hvatoday.org Phone | Email
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WATERTOWN POLICE DEPARTMEI Date: May 15, 2023

195 FRENCH STREET .
da item:
WATERTOWN, CT 06795 Agends IO(b) ,

860-945-5200 W

Renee Dominguez

Joshua N. Bernegger

Chief of Police Deputy Chief
TO: Sue Zappoae, Finance Director
FROM: Chief Joshua Bernegger @ U
CC: :
DATE: May 10, 2023

SUBJECT: Reimbursement Received by the Finance Department

On May 3, 2023 the following reimbursement was received by the finanee department for
expenditures from the police department's overtime account.

Drug Enforcement Administration for overtime incurred by Ofc. Reynaldo Torres:
$4,791.72.

Please appropriate the aforcmentioned amount of $4,791.72 to the police department
overtime account 010-50130-020-0000.
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Date: May 15, 2023

WATERTOWN POLICE DEPARTM . e |0 (¢ )
195 FRENCH STREET
WATERTOWN, CT 06795
860-945-5200

Joshua N. Bernegger Renee Dominguez
Chief of Police Deputy Chief

MANAGEMENT MEMO

TO: Sue Zappone, Finance l)ircc§_0r~
FROM: Chief Joshua Bernegger _\> ,,"‘i'“’.' t
cc: -’
DATE: May 10, 2023

SUBJECT: Allocation of Funds

Sue: We have been receiving contributions from the Department of Emergency Services
and Public Protection, Statewide Violent Crime Task Force for Detective Ferrucei's
parficipation. To date, we have reccived five payments totaling $20,984.85. To date, we
have expended $12,424.70 for Detective Ferrucci's overtime,

Therefore, we are requesting you allocate the amount of $12,424.70 into our overtime
account 010-50130-020-0000.

Thank you.




| TOWN OF WATERTOWN

TOWH: OF,

'\ﬂﬁm& WATER AND SEWER AUT Town Council

ﬁ 747 French Street o o003
Oakville, Connecticut 067

% (860) 945-5299  Fax (860) Agenda ltem: |0Q’)

TO: Mark Raimo, Town Manager

FROM: Jerry Lukowski, Public Works Director
DATE: May 2, 2023

RE: Fund Appropriation Request

Please add the following appropriation request to the next Town Council’s meeting
agenda for their consideration to approve:

Appropriate: 540,000

Please appropriate $20,000 into line-item Legal Services 015.50334.074.0158 and
$20,000 into line-item Legal Services 017.50334.075.0158.

These additional funds are needed to cover the cost of Legal Services for the
Waterbury Litigation.

This transfer has been approved by the WSA at the WSA Regular Meeting on March
15, 2023.

Thank you.

JLjm
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Date: May 15, 2023

Agenda Item: ]0 Q:)

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, taxpayers have applied for Tax Refunds pursuant to Section 12-129, Refund of Excess
Payments; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector recommended that the refunds be made in accordance with the
provisions of Section 12-129; and

WHEREAS, in order to refund taxpayers who have been approved for their refunds, monies must
be appropriated into the budget line item to expend the funds.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council appropriates $4,441
to line item 010-50341-043-0102 from the General Fund for tax refunds.

Dated at Watertown, Connecticut this 15th day of May, 2023

Jonathan Ramsay, Chairman
Watertown Town Council

At a regular meeting of the Watertown Town Council held on May 15, 2023 the foregoing
resolution was moved for adoption by

Councilman/Councilwoman . The motion was supported by
Councilman/Councilwoman

Motion declared adopted.

Susan King, Clerk
Watertown Town Council




Town Council

Date: May 15, 2023

Agenda ltem: [0 (('7)

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, taxpayers have made applications for property tax refunds in accordance with C.G.S.
Section 12-129 Refunds of Excess Payment:

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector recommends that the refunds be made in accordance with the
provisions of Section 12-1298;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council approves the attached listing of
tax refunds.

Dated at Watertown, Connecticut this 15" day of May, 2023.

Jonathan Ramsay, Chairman
Watertown Town Council

At a regular meeting of the Watertown Town Council held on Monday, May 15, 2023 the
foregoing resolution was moved for adoption by Councilman/Councilwoman
The motion was supported by Councilman/Councilwoman

Motion declared adopted.

Susan King, Clerk
Watertown Town Coungil
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