County of Yuba

Community Development & Services Agency

915 8th Street, Suite 123, Marysville, CA 95901

Planning Department
Phone: (530) 749-5470
Web: http:// www.co.yuba.ca.us
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

MEETING DATE: January 4, 2024

TO: DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE

FROM: Ciara Fisher, Planner I11

RE: Environmental Assessment CEQA-23-0011 (Yuba Co. Star Bend Boat
Ramp)

REQUEST: The applicant, Yuba County Public Works Department, requests an Environmental
Assessment to dredge a small portion of the roughly nine-acre Star Bend Boat Ramp facility
located at 2034 Feather River Boulevard in the Arboga Community (APNs: 016-010-017-000,
016-010-019-000, and 016-060-046-000).

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Development Review Committee (DRC)
adopt the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Plan pursuant to
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Article 6 et.seq. and make the necessary findings.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: The Yuba County Public Works Department (YCPW)
operates the Star Bend Boat Ramp facility on California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW)
property located at 2034 Feather River Boulevard, Arboga, CA 95961 (APNs: 016-010-017-000,
016-010-019-000, and 016-060-046-000). The project site is located adjacent to the Feather
River and west of the intersection of Feather River Boulevard and Levee Road in Olivehurst,
CA.

Due to the Feather River's high-water events of 2019, the access channel and basin were
significantly altered as the riverbed was raised with silt deposits. Consequently, the use of the
boat ramp has been strained as boaters find they have limited navigation through exceedingly
shallow water. Furthermore, the Star Bend Boat Ramp is the southernmost boat ramp in Yuba
County, providing the only access below a treacherous fall/rapid type structure at Shanghai Bend
approximately 5.6 miles upstream. The Yuba County Sheriff’s Department and their Swift Water
and Technical Rescue Team routinely depend on this boat ramp for training and rescue
operations directly related to this hazard. The goal of Yuba County is to facilitate a timely
maintenance dredging effort within the basin and return this critical site to its preexisting
condition. Dredging has been completed at this location in the past due to earlier high-water
events.

The proposed action is for the dredging of accumulated bedload in the Yuba County Boat Ramp
Marina. The proposed bedload dredging is required due to the high-water events of 2019. Yuba
County's access channel to the Star Bend Boat Ramp on the Feather River was significantly
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altered as the riverbed was raised with silt deposits (bedload). The reach of the marina and the
entrance to this channel, situated within a peninsula on the Feather River, requires immediate
dredging. The dredging is on property owned by CDFW and is maintained by YCPW. The goal
of the project is to return the boat ramp to its original design. Either hydraulic or mechanical
methods will be employed to remove all material. According to client provided information,
Yuba County intends to dredge the Star Bend Boat Ramp to restore the existing boat ramp
channel. It is anticipated the dredging will remove approximately 2000 cubic yards of material.
Maximum excavation is estimated to be approximately nine and a half feet deep with an average
removal depth of four feet. Prior to dredging the sediment in the boat ramp channel, the sediment
would need to be characterized to determine the potential beneficial use of the dredged material.
Although routine dredging will not be conducted each year, it is anticipated that dredging will be
required at least every three years to achieve the long-term goals of the project.

The dredged materials will be excavated and removed using dump trucks and a loader. The
dredged materials will be transported in dump trucks to an offsite disposal location. Measures
will be taken to ensure that the dredged materials will be contained in a stock-pile area, and that
the sediment laden run-off from the stored dredge spoils is contained within this stock-pile area.

The proposed project will be conducted during the period of July 1st and August 31st to avoid all
impacts to federal special status fish species. Approximately 15-20 working days will be in the
water for dredging. No permanent impacts are anticipated.

Anticipated heavy equipment and vehicles to be used during the dredging and mitigation process
may include the following:

DMS Survey Vessel

CAT 905 Loader

CAT 314 Excavator

HDPE pipe

Amphibious Caterpillar 324 Excavator
Dredge

Booster pump

Hydro seeder

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: Staff has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration and
Mitigation Monitoring Plan (Attachments 2 and 3) pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Section 15070(b)(1).

During the initial study of the project, no potential impacts to the environment were identified
that could not be reduced through mitigation measures to a level that is less than significant and
therefore a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared. The MND discusses the
following project impacts and their respective Mitigation Measures:
e Biological Resources: 1) Focused Survey for special-status plant species 2) Giant
Garter Snakes Protection 3) Construction Activities for Special status species birds or
their nests 4) Ground Disturbance for Special species birds 5) Valley Elderberry
Longhorn Beetle Protection 6) Bats Protection 7) Fish Species Protection
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Cultural Resources: Inadvertent Discoveries of Objects of Cultural Significance
Noise: Reduce Impacts

Tribal Cultural Resources: 1) Tribal Monitoring 2) Unanticipated/Inadvertent
Discoveries Of TCRs 3) Treatment and Disposition of Cultural Objects

The environmental document was circulated for the required 30-day review period and
comments received to date are listed in the Comments section of this staff report.

COMMENTS: The project was circulated to various agencies and County departments for
review and comment during the early consultation phase and the environmental review stages of
the project. The following is a summary of comments:

All comments were reviewed for adequacy and accuracy and none of the comments necessitated

County Staff — The Public Works Department, Environmental Health Department, and

Building Department have reviewed the project and had no comments.

UAIC & Enterprise Rancheria: AB-52 Consultation was started with the addition of their

mitigation measures.
California Department of Transportation: No comments.
PG&E: No comments.

any changes in the environmental document (Attachment 4).

FINDINGS: The necessary findings for adoption of the environmental assessment are as

follows:

WHEREAS, the Community Development and Services Agency of the
County of Yuba has provided due notice of a public hearing before the Development
Review Committee for the consideration of the proposed project in accordance with
Government Code Sections 65090 and 65091 and the intent to adopt a Mitigated
Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Plan for the proposed project in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act; and

WHEREAS, the Community Development and Services Agency of the
County of Yuba has conducted an Initial Study for the proposed project and
concluded that the Project would not result in any significant adverse environmental
impacts provided the mitigation measures that are incorporated into the Mitigation
Monitoring Plan are implemented; and

WHEAREAS, the documents and other materials constituting the
administrative record of the proceedings upon which the Development Review
Committee’s recommendation is based are located at the Yuba County Government
Center offices at 915 8" Street, Marysville, CA 95901, and that the custodian of the
records is the Yuba County Planning Department.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

A. The Development Review Committee finds that the Project will not cause
substantial environmental damage to fish and/or wildlife and their habitats, nor
have the potential for adverse effect(s) on wildlife resources or the habitat upon
which wildlife depends. A Notice of Determination will be recorded with the
County Recorder and Fish and Game Filing Fees will be paid to the County
Recorder.

B. The Development Review Committee finds that on the basis of the whole record
no substantial evidence that the Project will have a significant effect on the
environment and that the Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the lead
agency’s independent \judgment and analysis.

Report Prepared by:

e %

Ciara Fisher
Planner 111

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Site Plan

2. Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
3. Mitigation Monitoring Plan

4 Comment Letters
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December 2023

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM
INITIAL STUDY (CEQA-23-0011)

Project Title:

Lead Agency Name and Address:

Contact Person:

Project Location(s):

Project Sponsor’s Name/Address:

General Plan Designation:

Zoning:

Yuba Co. Star Bend Boat Ramp

Yuba County
915 8™ Street
Marysville, CA 95901

Ciara Fisher
(530) 749-5470
planning@co.yuba.ca.us

2034 Feather River Boulevard
Olivehurst, CA
95961

APN: 016-010-017-000, 016-010-019-000, and 016-060-
046-000

Sam Bunton

Yuba County

Director of Public Works
(530) 749-5420

publicworks@co.yuba.ca.us

Natural Resources

AE-40
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8. Description of Project: (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later
phases of the project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its
implementation. Attach additional sheets if necessary).

Supervisor District: District 4

Flood Zone: Zone AE Floodway Areas.

Slope: 0-1% slopes

Fire Hazard Severity Zone: Not within a fire hazard severity zone

Earthquake Fault Zone: Not within a fault zone

Dam Failure Inundation Area: Not within dam failure zone

Parcel Size: 12.9 acres (APN: 016-010-017-000, 016-010-019-000, and

016-060-046-000)
8.1 Project Location

The Star Bend Boat Ramp is a 12.9-acre property located at 2034 Feather River Boulevard 95961, in the
unincorporated community of Arboga, California (CA) in the Sacramento Valley of northern CA, on the left
bank of the lower Feather River at River Mile 18 (in Yuba County approx. 10 miles south of Marysville
(APN: 016-010-017-000, 016-010-019-000, and 016-060-046-000)). The project site is located adjacent to
the Feather River and west of the intersection of Feather River Boulevard and Levee Road in Olivehurst,
CA and is in Township 13 North, Range 3 East of the Olivehurst, CA 7.5-minute USGS quadrangle map.
The permit area consists of 3.35-acres and encompasses the paved parking lot, boat ramp, riparian area, and
a small portion of the Feather River where dredging will occur.

8.2 Project Background

The Yuba County Public Works Department (YCPW) operates the Star Bend Boat Ramp facility on
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) property located at 2034 Feather River Boulevard,
Arboga, CA 95961. Due to the Feather River's high-water events of 2019, the access channel and basin
were significantly altered as the riverbed was raised with silt deposits. Consequently, the use of the boat
ramp has been strained as boaters find they have limited navigation through exceedingly shallow water.
Furthermore, the Star Bend Boat Ramp is the southernmost boat ramp in Yuba County, providing the only
access below a treacherous fall/rapid type structure at Shanghai Bend approximately 5.6 miles upstream.
The Yuba County Sherift’s Department and their Swift Water and Technical Rescue Team routinely depend
on this boat ramp for training and rescue operations directly related to this hazard. The goal of Yuba County
is to facilitate a timely maintenance dredging effort within the basin and return this critical site to its
preexisting condition. Dredging has been completed at this location in the past due to earlier high-water
events.

8.3 Proposed Action
8.3.1 Work within the Feather River

The proposed action is for the dredging of accumulated bedload in the Yuba County Boat Ramp Marina.
The proposed bedload dredging is required due to the high-water events of 2019. Yuba County's access
channel to the Star Bend Boat Ramp on the Feather River was significantly altered as the riverbed was
raised with silt deposits (bedload). The reach of the marina and the entrance to this channel, situated within
a peninsula on the Feather River, requires immediate dredging. The dredging is on property owned by



Attachment 2

CDFW and is maintained by YCPW. The goal of the project is to return the boat ramp to its original design.
Either hydraulic or mechanical methods will be employed to remove all material. According to client
provided information, Yuba County intends to dredge the Star Bend Boat Ramp to restore the existing boat
ramp channel. It is anticipated the dredging will remove approximately 2000 cubic yards of material.
Maximum excavation is estimated to be approximately nine and a half feet deep with an average removal
depth of four feet. Prior to dredging the sediment in the boat ramp channel, the sediment would need to be
characterized to determine the potential beneficial use of the dredged material. Although routine dredging
will not be conducted each year, it is anticipated that dredging will be required at least every three years to
achieve the long-term goals of the project. Approximately 15-20 working days will be in the water for
dredging. No permanent impacts are anticipated.

8.3.2 Construction Equipment

Anticipated heavy equipment and vehicles to be used during the dredging and mitigation process may
include the following:

DMS Survey Vessel

CAT 905 Loader

CAT 314 Excavator

HDPE pipe

Amphibious Caterpillar 324 Excavator
Dredge

Booster pump

Hydro seeder

8.3.3  Staging and Access Areas

Staging and access for heavy equipment will adhere to the following best management practices (BMPs):

1. Staging/storage areas for equipment, materials, fuels, lubricants, and solvents, will be located 150
ft from Feather River where it cannot enter the stream channel. Stationary equipment will be
positioned over drip-pans. The staging area will be in the upland parking lot to the north.

2. Vehicles will be parked a minimum 150 ft away from Feather River to ensure that contamination
of habitat does not occur during operations.

3. The applicant shall ensure that they have a plan to allow a prompt and effective response to any
accidental spills. All workers shall be informed of the importance of preventing spills and of the
appropriate measures to take should a spill occur.

4. Only the existing access road and parking lot shall be used to access work areas as much as
practicable.

8.3.4  Construction Schedule

The proposed project will be conducted during the period of July 1% and August 31% to avoid all impacts to
federal special status fish species. The dredging work will take approximately 15 to 20 days to complete.

8.3.5  Hydraulic and Mechanical Dredging Methods

As mentioned above, either hydraulic or mechanical methods will be used to remove sediment from the
boat ramp.
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A preconstruction survey will be done for the assessment area. This will be a general site and
bathymetric survey to define limits of pavement, sensitive areas, and to establish the baseline for
guantities. Daily progress surveys will be performed using a DMS survey vessel “Weir II”. The
vessel is equipped with a Ross Multi-Sweep echo sounder. The sweep system is comprised of 5
acoustic transducers spaced at 5-foot intervals along a horizontal boom. The sweep system is well
suited for high resolution mapping in shallow water applications.

Mobilization of all equipment and setting up the staging area in preparation for construction to
begin.

The sediment dewatering area will be set up. This will be used for sediment staging, dewatering,
and potentially disposal. A CAT 905 loader will be used to move material, and a CAT 314
excavator will be used to assist with transloading sediment and to complete upland work.

Vegetation removal and site clearing will be complete with an amphibious caterpillar 324 excavator
mounted on EIK amphibious floats. The vegetation removal and clearing will be done in water and
on the bank. The floats reduce the ground pressure and will float the excavator. The excavator has
a 200hp engine and is 6 years old. The amphibious excavator can reach the dredging extent given
the predicted river levels for the summer.

The excavator will be fully instrumented to give the operator a complete understanding of where
the bucket is and what material has been removed. The amphibious excavator will be used to move
a small amount of sediment in the vicinity of the Star Bend Boat Ramp, to ensure the pilings and
boat ramp are not damaged.

Pipeline construction for the hydraulic method will then begin. This pipeline will facilitate the
movement of dredged material from the barge on the river to the sediment disposal area.
Approximately 450 feet of SDR-17, HDPE pipe will be placed along the boat ramp with another
175 feet of HDPE pipe laid up slope within the riparian area to facilitate sediment from the river to
the staging area within the parking lot.

Dredging of sediment material from the channel will be transported to the sediment staging area
for dewatering and disposal. Dredging of Star Bend Boat Ramp using the hydraulic method will be
performed using the DMS dredge “John Devin” (Dredge). The John Devin is a 10” hydraulic cutter
suction dredge and is equipped with the latest in dredge positioning software. The John Devin can
effectively remove sediment to depths up to 30 feet with a high level of accuracy. The Dredge is
powered by a diesel engine that drives the main slurry pump as well as the ancillary equipment
essential to dredging. Movement of the Dredge during sediment removal is performed using a
system of anchors and spuds. Lateral movement is controlled via anchors in the water that pull the
cutter head across the dredge cut and through the sediment to be removed. Advancement of the
Dredge is performed using two spuds located on the stern. One spud (kicker spud) is equipped with
a hinge that allows it to be hydraulically tilted while in contact with the bottom, advancing the
Dredge further into the dredge cut.

The dredging program is designed to have one booster pump in line to accommodate the elevation
gain to the disposal ponds. The pump is a 10” x 8” Metso slurry pump powered by a C15 Caterpillar
diesel engine and will be placed on the bank at the confluence of the Yuba and Feather River. The



Attachment 2

packing gland on the pump will require service water applied to the shaft packing while in
operation, river water will be used for the service water.

Dredging and sediment removal using the mechanical method includes both a CAT 905 loader and
a CAT 314 excavator. Both the loader and the excavator will remove sediment material from the
channel and place it on the track dump truck. The tracked dump truck will be used to carry dredged
material and primrose roots/soil up the boat ramp for dewatering prior to offsite disposal. Tracked
dump trucks are equipped with rubber tracks and have a fully loaded ground pressure of 5.8 psi.
This will ensure the boat ramp surface is not damaged.

8. All equipment will be removed from the project site and a post construction survey will be
conducted with the DMS survey vessel to confirm the final quantity of removed material.

8.3.6  Proposed Disposal of Dredge Material

Dredging material will be stockpiled on site during construction for staging and dewatering activities.
Stockpiling will occur in the parking lot north of the boat ramp. Based on the soil sample data analysis the
detected concentration of metals did not exceed the applicable Regional Screening Levels or Total
Threshold Limit Concentrations hazardous waste criteria. The analyzed soil sample did not contain
detectable concentrations of total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) as gasoline, TPH as diesel, TPH as motor
oil, organochlorine pesticides, polychlorinated biphenyls, organophosphorus pesticides, chlorinated
herbicides, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, or fuel oxygenates
at concentrations exceeding the laboratory reporting limits. Debris will be sent to the landfill after
construction and wash water will be returned to the river. The stockpile will be away from all drainage
system components including storm sewer inlets. Sediment control best management practices will be
implemented, such as sediment control logs, rock socks, silt fencing, straw bales, and sandbags. In active
use a stabilized designated access point will be used on the upgradient side of the stockpile. Upon
completion of the project the ground surface will be restored to pre-construction conditions. YCPW will
remove accumulated streambed substrate as described above. The dredged materials will be excavated and
removed using dump trucks and a loader. The dredged materials will be transported in dump trucks to an
offsite disposal location. Measures will be taken to ensure that the dredged materials will be contained in a
stock-pile area, and that the sediment laden run-off from the stored dredge spoils is contained within this
stock-pile area.

8.3.7  Environmental Management Practices

8.3.7.1 Best Management Practices (BMPs)

a. Project timeframe

The project will be conducted during the period of July 1% and August 31* to avoid all impacts to federal
special fish species. To avoid impacts to the giant garter snake, construction activities will take place after
May 1.

b. Avoidance

Protective fencing around the VELB

Protective fencing around perimeter of Action Area, including riparian corridor.
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c. Erosion and Sedimentation Control

Silt wattles or silt fences will be used, in conjunction with erosion control mats when appropriate, to prevent
erosion and sediment from entering Feather River.

d. Construction Monitoring

A qualified biologist will be present and responsible for ensuring full avoidance of any special status
species during any vegetation clearing in the riparian area.

e. Equipment maintenance

All refueling and equipment routine service will be conducted at least 150 feet away from waterways in
designated refueling stations. In addition, routine equipment maintenance will occur at designated staging
areas or commercial facilities. All project equipment will be inspected for leaks prior to being brought on-
site and regularly throughout construction. Any equipment with signs of lubricant leaks will be immediately
removed from work area and will be inspected/repaired in designated service area.

f. Dust Control

Aggressive dust control measures will be taken, including the following steps:
1. Sprinkle water on all active construction areas at least twice daily and more often when conditions
warrant
2. Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand, and other loose materials or require all trucks to maintain at
least two feet of freeboard
3. Pave, apply water three times daily, or apply non-toxic soil stabilizers on all unpaved access roads,
parking, areas, and staging areas at construction sites
Hydroseed or apply non-toxic soil stabilizers to inactive construction areas
Enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply non-toxic soil binders to exposed soil stockpiles
Limit traffic speed on unpaved road to 5 mph
Replant vegetation in disturbed areas as quickly as possible
Limit the areas subject to excavation, grading, and other dust generating activities at any one time
Cover and water stockpile

© N O

8.3.7.2 Stockpile Storage and Disposal Management Plan

Dredging material will be stockpiled on site during construction for staging and dewatering activities.
Stockpiling will occur in the parking lot north of the boat ramp. Based on the soil sample data analysis the
detected concentration of metals did not exceed the applicable Regional Screening Levels or Total
Threshold Limit Concentrations hazardous waste criteria. The analyzed soil sample did not contain
detectable concentrations of total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) as gasoline, TPH as diesel, TPH as motor
oil, organochlorine pesticides, polychlorinated biphenyls, organophosphorus pesticides, chlorinated
herbicides, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, or fuel oxygenates
at concentrations exceeding the laboratory reporting limits. Debris will be sent to the landfill after
construction and wash water will be returned to the river. If a discharge pipeline is utilized, water from the
dewatering operation will be funneled back to the river using a return pipe with a fixed discharge location
back into the river. If mechanical methods are used the material will be spread and dried within the parking
lot with any excess water being channeled back down the boat ramp using both waddles and sandbags. The
stockpile will be away from all drainage system components including storm sewer inlets. In both scenarios
riparian areas will be protected from dewatering operations using erosion control measures. Erosion control
measures shall be placed between the river and the outer edge of the staging and dewatering areas and shall
be maintained until construction is completed and soil is stabilized. Sediment control best management
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practices will be implemented, such as sediment control logs, rock socks, silt fencing, straw bales, and
sandbags. In active use a stabilized designated access point will be used on the upgradient side of the
stockpile. Upon completion of the project the ground surface will be restored to pre-construction conditions.
YCPW will remove accumulated streambed substrate as described above. The dredged materials will be
excavated and removed using dump trucks and a loader. The dredged materials will be transported in dump
trucks to an offsite disposal location. Routine maintenance checks will be taken to ensure that the dredged
materials will be contained in a stock-pile area, and that the sediment laden run-off from the stored dredge
spoils is contained within this stock-pile area.
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Figure 2
Existing Conditions
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Figure 3
Impacts Map
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Figure 3
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9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: Briefly describe the project’s surroundings:

The proposed project is surrounded by undeveloped “AE-40" designated riparian, annual grasslands, and valley
oak foothill riparian to the north, west, and east with Feather River to the south. There are no agricultural or
forestry resources within or adjacent to the proposed project area, therefore no impact will occur to these
environmental resources.

10. Public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., Permits, financing approval, or
participation agreement.)

Several federal, State, and regional agencies, as well as decision-making bodies, have jurisdiction over
resources that may be affected by the proposed project, or have other permitting or regulatory authority
over certain aspects of the proposed project. These agencies and decision-makers will review and
consider the information provided in this environmental document during their decision-making
process. The proposed project will need to obtain the following permits and approvals:

» Clean Water Act, Letter of Permission

» Clean Water Act, Section 401 Water Quality Certification

» California Central Valley Flood Protection Board Permit — Maintenance Letter

» California Waste Discharge Requirements Waiver Notification

» California Fish & Game Code Section 1602 Lake & Streambed Alteration Agreement
» Central Valley Flood Protection Board Encroachment Permit

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the
project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If
so, is there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of
significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality,
etc.?

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies,
and project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential
adverse impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the
environmental review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21080.3.2.) Information may
also be available from the California Native American Heritage Commission’s Sacred Lands File
per Public Resources Code section 5097.96 and the California Historical Resources Information
System administered by the California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public
Resources Code section 21082.3 (c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality.

A letter was sent to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) requesting a check of the
Sacred Lands files. The reply from the NAHC on June 26, 2023, reported that there were no resources
listed for the Project APE or immediate project area (Appendix 3). The NAHC also provided a list with
ten individuals and groups for the area. Letters and a map with the project APE shown were sent on
July 21, 2023 to: Glenda Nelson, Chairperson, Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe of the Enterprise
Rancheria; Tina Goodwin, Chairperson, Pakan’yani Maidu of Strawberry Valley Rancheria; Grayson
Coney, Cultural Director, Tsi Akim Maidu; Gene Whitehouse, Chairperson, United Auburn Indian
Community of the Auburn Rancheria; Jesus Tarango, Chairperson, Wilton Rancheria; Steven
Hutchason, THPO, Wilton Rancheria; Dahlton Brown, Director of Administration, Wilton Rancheria;
Saxton Thomas, Tribal Council Member, Nevadal5City Rancheria Nisenan Tribe; Shelly Covert,
Tribal Secretary, Nevada City Rancheria Nisenan Tribe; and Richard Johnson, Chairman, Nevada City
Rancheria Nisenan Tribe. No replies have been received as of August 3, 2023.
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13 0f 40
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

O  Aesthetics Greenhouse Gas Emissions O  Public Services
0 Agriculture & Forestry O Hazar_ds & Hazardous O  Recreation
Resources Materials
Air Quality Hydrology / Water Quality 0 Transportation
Biological Resources O Land Use / Planning Tribal Cultural Resources
Cultural Resources O Mineral Resources O  Utilities / Service Systems
O Energy Noise O  Wildfire
O Geology / Soils 0 Population / Housing Mandatory Findings of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

O | find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be
prepared.

O I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

O I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed.

O I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Initial Study Prepared By:
Morgan Henry, Associate Planner

Date:

SIGNATURE

Ciara Fisher - Contact

Yuba County Reviewed by: &W%(ﬂ/
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SECTION 1
EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each
guestion. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show
that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside
a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be explained where it is based on project-
specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to
pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational
impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, and then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant
with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is
substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially
Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact"
to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and
briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from
Section XVII, "Earlier Analyses," may be cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process,
an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section
15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable
legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures
based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures, which were incorporated or refined from
the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the
project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources
for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared
or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the
statement is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or
individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's
environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:
a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each gquestion; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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KEY: 1= Potentially Significant Impact
2 = Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporation
3 = Less Than Significant Impact
4 = No Impact
IMPACT All determinations need explanation. Source
CATEGORIES* 1 4 Reference to documentation, sources, notes and correspondence. Number**

I. AESTHETICS

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse X | Examples of typical scenic vistas include mountain ranges, ridgelines, or
effect on a scenic vista? bodies of water as viewed from a highway, public space, or other area
designated for the express purpose of viewing and sightseeing. In general, a
b) Substantially damage scenic project’s impact to a scenic vista would occur if development of the project
resources, including, but not would substantially change or remove a scenic vista.
limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic According to the California Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans’) State
buildings within a state scenic Scenic Highway System Map, officially-designated State or County scenic
highway? highways do not occur in the project vicinity. The closest designated scenic
roadway is California Highway 160, which connects Contra Costa County and
Sacramento nearly 60 miles away, and therefore will be unaffected by the
project site.
Furthermore, scenic resources, including rock outcroppings or historically
significant buildings, do not exist on the project site.
Based on the above, implementation of the proposed project would not have a
substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista nor substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a State scenic highway. Thus, there would be no impact.
No Impact
¢) In non-urbanized areas, The project will occur within a rural area of the water of the Feather River, and
substantially degrade the existing while removing excess sediment will be a permanent impact, it will only occur
visual character or quality of underwater, and therefore outside of public view. Dredging will occur from
public views of the site and its July 1%t to August 31%, and while machinery will be visible from the parking
surroundings? (Public views are lot during this period and the sediment will be stored there for a maximum of
those that are experienced from 60 days, the project will not affect public views outside this time.
publicly accessible vantage
point). If the project is in an Less Than Significant Impact
urbanized area, would the project
conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing
scenic quality?
d) Create a new source of X | No construction activities will occur in evening hours, and the proposed project

substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

will not include any new installation of light, and therefore there will be no
impact.

No Impact

* Impact Categories defined by CEQA Guidelines.
**  Source list included at the end of this document.
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IMPACT All determinations need explanation. Source
CATEGORIES* 112|134 Reference to documentation, sources, notes and correspondence. Number**

1. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in

assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding

the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment Project; and forest
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board.
Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, X | As shown in Figure 4, there is no prime farmland, unique farmland, or | 2
Unique Farmland, or Farmland farmland of statewide importance within the area the dredge will occur
of Statewide Importance within the water. No farmland or forestry resources will be affected by

(Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the .
California Resources Agency, to No impact
non-agricultural use?

the proposed dredge. Therefore, no impact will occur.

e) Involve other changes in the
existing environment which, due
to their location or nature, could
result in conversion of Farmland,
to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning X | The project site is not under a Williamson Act contract. The project site is | 3
for agricultural use, or a currently zoned “AE-40" and is located within Yuba County which is a non-
Williamson Act contract? participating county of The Williamson Act. Therefore, buildout of the

proposed project would not conflict with an agricultural use or a Williamson
Act contract, and no impact would occur.

No Impact
¢) Conflict with existing zoning X | The project site is not considered forest land (as defined in Public Resources
for, or cause rezoning of, forest Code Section 12220[g]), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code
land (as defined in Public Section 4526), and is not zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Resources Code section Government Code Section 51104[g]). Therefore, the proposed project would
12220(g)), timberland (as result in no impact with regard to conversion of forest land or any potential
defined by Public Resources conflict with forest land, timberland, or Timberland Production zoning.
Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland No Impact
Production (as defined by
Government Code section
51104(g))?
d) Result in the loss of forest
land or conversion of forest land
to non-forest use?

Il.  AIR QUALITY

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or air pollution control district may be relied
upon to make the following determinations.
Would the project:

d) Result in other emissions X According to Chapter 7 of FRAQMD’s ISR Guide, lead agencies should
(such as those leading to odors consider odors from two situations: if the proposed project would locate
or dust) adversely affecting a receptors near an existing source of odor, and if the proposed project would
substantial number of people? locate a source of odor near existing receptors. Typical odor-generating land

uses include, but are not limited to, wastewater treatment plants, landfills, and
composting facilities.

The proposed project includes construction activities using diesel-fueled
equipment and heavy-duty diesel trucks, which can create odors associated
with diesel fumes. The project is of short duration, not creating a permanent
odor source, and does not have existing receptors within 1,000 feet of the
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IMPACT All determinations need explanation. Source
CATEGORIES* 112|134 Reference to documentation, sources, notes and correspondence. Number**

project site. Additionally, the proposed project would not locate new receptors
near an existing source of odors.

Project construction would also be required to comply with all applicable
FRAQMD rules and regulations. The aforementioned regulations would help
to minimize air pollutant emissions, as well as any associated diesel related
odors. Accordingly, substantial objectionable odors would not be expected to
occur during construction activities or affect a substantial number of people
due to its rural location.

In addition to odors, pollutants of principal concern are emission of dust or
emissions considered to constitute air pollutants. Air pollutants have been
discussed in sections ‘a’ through ‘c’ above. Therefore, the following discussion
focuses on emissions of dust.

With respect to dust, as noted previously, all projects under the jurisdiction of
FRAQMD are required to complete and submit FRAQMD’s Fugitive Dust
Control Plan prior to starting work. With the short duration of construction,
and compliance with the fugitive dust control rule and plan, the proposed
project would not result in substantial emissions of dust.

Conclusion

For the aforementioned reasons, construction of the proposed project would
not result in emissions (such as those leading to odors and dust) adversely
affecting a substantial number of people.

Less Than Significant Impact

1IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse X The project site consists of two locally common vegetation communities: | 9
effect, either directly or through valley oak foothill riparian and annual grasslands. Valley oak foothill riparian
habitat modifications, on any habitat is found along the Feather River along the southern and northwestern
species identified as a candidate, portion of the Study Area. Annual grassland habitat is located along the
sensitive, or special status northern and northeastern portion of the Study Area.

species in local or regional plans,

policies, or regulations, or by the A Biological Resources Assessment was prepared for the proposed project to
California Department of Fish evaluate potential impacts to biological resources associated with

and Game or U.S. Fish and implementation of the proposed project. In order to determine which species
Wildlife Service? have the potential to occur on-site, a query of the California Department of

Fish & Wildlife’s (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB),
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) iPAC Database, and California
Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) Inventory of Rare & Endangered Plants for
special-status species occurring within a five-mile radius around the project
site. In addition, a site visit was conducted in June 2023, and involved noting
current habitat conditions, v