
            

 

County of Yuba  

Requirements for Rural Fire Protection 
 

These regulations have been prepared for the purpose of establishing minimum wildfire protection standards in 

conjunction with building, construction, and development in State Response Area (SRA). Construction of structures, 

subdivisions and developments in (SRA) shall provide for basic emergency access and perimeter wildfire protection 

measures. These measures shall provide for emergency access; signing and building numbering; private water supply 

reserves for emergency fire use; and vegetation modification. These regulations shall apply to all new construction 

within the SRA.  
 

Inspections:  

The inspection authority shall inspect for compliance with these regulations. When inspections are conducted, they 

should occur prior to: the issuance of the use permit; the recordation of the parcel map; the filing of a notice of 

completion; or the final inspection of any project or building permit; or certificate of occupancy. 
 

Driveways: 
All driveways shall provide a minimum 12 foot wide traffic lane and unobstructed vertical and horizontal clearance 

to combustible vegetation of 15 feet from the centerline of the driveway along its entire length.  

(a) Driveways exceeding 150 feet in length, but less than 800 feet in length, shall provide a turnout near the 

midpoint of the driveway. Where the driveway exceeds 800 feet, turnouts shall be provided no more than 

400 feet apart.  

(b) A turnaround shall be provided at all building sites on driveways over 300 feet in length, and shall be within 

50 feet of the building. 

(c) Max driveway slope not to exceed 16% for gravel base driveways and 20% for paved driveways. 
 

Gated Entrances: 

(a)  Gated entrances shall be a minimum of 14 feet wide.  

(b) All gates providing access from a road to a driveway shall be located at least 30 feet from the roadway and 

shall open to allow a vehicle to stop without obstructing traffic on that road.  

(c)  A key box is required where access to or within a structure or an area is restricted because of secured 

openings such as a locked gated entrance. 
 

Signing and Building Numbering: 

To facilitate locating a fire and to avoid delays in response, all newly constructed or approved roads, streets, and 

buildings shall be designated with names or numbers posted on signs clearly visible and legible from the roadway. 

This section shall not restrict the size of letters or numbers appearing on street signs for other purposes. 
 

Size of Letters, Numbers and Symbols for Street and Road Signs: 

Size of letters, numbers, and symbols for street and road signs shall be a minimum 4 inch letter height, 1/2 inch 

stroke, reflective, contrasting with the background color of the sign. 
 

Visibility and Legibility of Street and Road Signs: 

Street and road signs shall be visible and legible from both directions of vehicle travel for a distance of at least 100 

feet. 
 

Size of Letters, Numbers and Symbols for Addresses: 

Size of letters, numbers, and symbols for addresses shall be a minimum 4 inch letter height, 1/2 inch stroke, 

reflective and contrasting with the background color of the sign. 
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Installation, Location and Visibility of Addresses: 

(a) All buildings shall have a permanently posted address, which shall be placed at each driveway entrance and 

visible from both directions of travel for a minimum distance of 100 feet. In all cases, the address shall be 

posted at the beginning of construction and shall be maintained thereafter, and the address shall be visible 

and legible from the road on which the address is located. 

(b) Address signs along one-way roads shall be visible from both the intended direction of travel and the 

opposite direction.  

(c) Where multiple addresses are required at a single driveway, they shall be mounted on a single post.  
 

Emergency Water System for Fire Protection: 

The emergency water system shall be available on-site prior to the completion of building construction. 

The emergency water supply system shall be no less than 3000 gallons. 

The emergency water supply may be a pond or a swimming pool. If you would like to utilize one of these methods 

the local Fire authority needs to approve the use of this option and provide an approval letter to the county. 
  
Hydrant/Fire Valve: 

(1) The hydrant or fire valve shall be 18 inches above grade, 8 feet from flammable vegetation, no closer than 4 

feet nor farther than 12 feet from a roadway, and in a location where fire apparatus using it will not block the 

roadway. The hydrant serving any building shall:  

(2) Be not less than 50 feet and no more than 1000 feet by road from the building it is to serve, and  

(3) Be located at a turnout or turnaround along the driveway to that building, or along the road that intersects 

with that driveway. 
 

The hydrant head shall be 2 1/2 inch National Hose male thread with cap for pressure and gravity flow systems and 4 

1/2 inch draft systems. Such hydrants shall be wet or dry barrel as required by the delivery system. They shall have 

suitable crash protection as required by the local jurisdiction. 
 

Signing of Water Sources: 
Each hydrant/fire valve or access to water shall be identified as follows: 

 (a) If located along a driveway, a reflectorized blue marker, with a minimum dimension of 3 inches shall be 

located on the driveway address sign and mounted on a fire retardant post, or 

(b) If located along a street or road, a reflectorized blue marker, with a minimum dimension of 3 inches, shall be 

mounted on a fire retardant post. The sign shall be within 3 feet of the hydrant/fire valve, with the sign no less 

than 3 feet, and not greater than 5 feet above ground, in a horizontal position and visible from the driveway. 
 

Fuel Modification Standards. 
 

Intent:  

To reduce the intensity of a wildfire by reducing the volume and density of flammable vegetation, the strategic siting 

of fuel modification and greenbelts shall provide increased safety for emergency fire equipment and evacuating 

civilians; and a point of attack or defense from a wildfire. 
 

Setbacks for Structure: 
(a) Provide for a minimum 30 foot setback for buildings and accessory buildings from all property lines and/or 

the center of a road to serve as a fire break. Required utility structures such as but not limited to water tanks, 

propane tanks, and well/pump houses are not considered buildings for the purposes of this section. 
 

Defensible space:   

“Lean, Clean and Green Zone.” 

(a) Clearing an area of 30 feet immediately surrounding your home is critical. This area requires the greatest 

reduction in flammable vegetation. Green lawn / vegetation are best in this area. 
 

“Reduced Fuel Zone.” 

(a) The fuel reduction zone in the remaining 70 feet (or to property line whichever is less) will depend on the 

steepness of your property and the vegetation. Minimum of 10’ from grade to lowest part of tree canopy.  
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Disposal of Flammable Vegetation and Fuels. 

 

(a) Disposal, including chipping, burying, burning or removal to a landfill site approved by the local 

jurisdiction, of flammable vegetation and fuels caused by site development and construction, road and 

driveway construction, and fuel modification shall be completed prior to completion of road 

construction or final inspection of a building permit. 

 

 

 

Additionally. 
 

This handout was created to help understand the minimum requirements that are mandatory with all newly 

constructed structures that are located within the SRA (State Responsibility Area). The information provided is 

in compliance with and obtained from: 

 

(a) California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection SRA Fire Safe Regulations, California Code of 

Regulations, Title 14 Natural Resources, Division 1.5 Department of Forestry, Chapter 7 - Fire 

Protection, Subchapter 2 SRA Fire Safe Regulations. 

(b) Public Resources Code §4290. 

(c) Yuba County Development Code, (Chapter 11.22 Fire Safe Regulations). 

(d) Yuba County Fire Chief’s Association. 

 
 

 

If you have any questions or alternate methods or materials proposals, please contact the Cal-Fire Battalion Chief, 

“Nevada–Yuba–Placer Unit” for review and possible approval. 

 

Loma Rica / Dobbins Battalion: (530) 743-4477 

 

If you have any additional questions please contact Yuba County Building Department:  (530) 749-5440 
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