




 GLOSSARY OF BUDGET TERMS 
 
 
A-87     A method used to estimate and recover the cost of 

county support services from federal, state and non-
General Fund programs.  This is also referred to as 
general County overhead. 

 
Appropriation    Authorization granted by the Board of Supervisors to 

incur obligations and make expenditures of County 
funds. 

 
Authorized Positions  The number of positions allowed in each budget unit as 

shown on the Authorized Position Resolution. 
 
Budget    A financial plan for County operations detailing and 

balancing proposed expenditures and the projected 
revenues for a given period of time.  A Budget is 
Recommended until it has been approved and adopted 
by the Yuba County Board of Supervisors and the 
Board has resolved to appropriate (authorize) the 
County Administrative Office to expend/incur 
obligations.  Yuba County’s Operating Budget 
encompasses a period from July 1 through June 30. 

 
Budget Unit    An organizational unit that separates a function or 

program for which a separation in accounting needs to 
occur. 

 
Capital Projects Funds  These funds account for acquiring and use of resources 

for the construction or purchase of major, long-lived 
fixed assets (i.e., building).   

 
Contingencies   Established to provide for unanticipated expenses and 

insure adequate cash flow.  A contingency budget may 
occur for each special fund. 

 
Debt Service Fund   The debt service fund is used to account for the annual 

repayment of long-term debt.  As principal and interest 
become due (matures), an annual transfer is made from 
the long-term debt account group to the debt service 
fund reducing the balance of the long-term portion due. 

 
Development Impact Fees  Fees exacted on new residential or commercial 

development projects.  The fee is used to pay for 
additional facilities or services that are needed due to 
population growth caused by the project. 

 
Earmarked    Describes funds which may only be used for one 

purpose, as in certain fees or grants. 
 



Enterprise Fund   Used to account for operations financed and operated 
in a manner similar to provide business enterprises. 

 
Educational Revenue  The fund to which county, city and special district’s  
Augmentation Fund (ERAF) property tax revenues are allocated, by law, to schools. 
 
Employee Salary Transfers An account used to transfer costs of salary and benefits 

between budget units.  This is used when two or more 
budget units share employees.  The transfer is reflected 
in Salary & Benefits. 

 
Expenditures    Actual spending of funds set aside by an appropriation. 
 
Extra Help    Work to be performed on less than a year-round basis 

to cover seasonal peak work loads or emergency work 
loads of limited duration, necessary vacation and sick 
leave relief and other situations involving fluctuating 
staff.  Extra help can be used where no authorized 
position exists, but where funding exists to cover the 
cost. 

 
Fixed Asset    Land, building or equipment with a value of at least 

$5,000.  If it appears in an operating department’s 
financial schedule, it is more certain to be equipment.  
Smaller items with values less than $5,000 are either 
small tools or office supplies included in Services & 
Supplies. 

 
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE)  The amount of employee time actually budgeted for 

compared to the number of positions authorized in a 
budget unit.  One full-time equivalent is a position that 
works or is budgeted to work 40 hours per week 
throughout the year. 

 
Fund     A balanced set of accounts for a major County activity 

which shows an equal amount of requirements charged 
against it and income dollar resources.  Funds may 
contain one or more budget units. 

 
Fund Balance   The amount of dollar resources remaining in a fund at 

year’s end. Usually this is the difference between total 
expenditures and total resources of a fund. 

 
Gross Appropriation   The total spending authority of a budget unit.  This is 

the total of all expenditures not including intrafund (or 
expense) transfers. 

 
Internal Service Fund (ISF) A fund which charges other County departments for its 

services (i.e., auto service fund). 
 



Interfund Transfer   Refers to a transfer made between budget units in 
different funds for services rendered and received.  The 
service rendering budget unit shows these transfers as 
revenue, as opposed to expense reduction (see 
intrafund). 

 
Intrafund Transfer   Refers to a transfer made between budget units within 

the same fund for services rendered and received. 
 
Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Refers to federal or state statutory or regulatory 

program requirements that the County must maintain to 
participate in a program and/or to receive funding for a 
program. 

 
Mello-Roos Bond   Mello-Roos is the name of two legislators who created 

special tax assessments.  These are usually on a per 
parcel basis and used for a specific project benefiting a 
designated geographic area. 

 
Net Appropriation   A budget unit’s gross appropriation less any transfers 

within the same budget unit for services rendered and 
received. 

 
Operating Transfers   The transfer of monies between two departments within 

the same fund and is not considered revenue.  
Revenue is new money; a transfer is the reallocation of 
existing funds (i.e., Operating Transfers Out are 
payment from Department A to B and are expenses in 
Department B.  Operating Transfers In are the receipts 
of these transfers by Department B). 

 
Other Charges   Expenditures not associated with the operating cost of a 

budget unit.  Example: Aid payments made to CalWorks 
recipients. 

 
Part Time (PT)   Part-time positions are authorized positions that are 

approved at a less than full time equivalent.  This is in 
contrast to extra help or overtime, which do not require 
permanently authorized positions. 

 
Realignment Funds   These funds come from vehicle license fees and sales 

tax revenue collected by the state and allocated to 
counties.   

 
Reserves    A portion of fund equity that is set aside and not 

appropriated or spent. 
 
 
Revenues    Amounts received from taxes, fees, permits, licenses, 

interest earnings and intergovernmental sources. 



 
Salaries and Benefits  A major expense to account for the total cost of 

compensating County employees.  Included in this 
object are regular salaries, extra help salaries, overtime, 
standby and callback pay; the County’s share of health, 
dental, retirement, social security and workers’ 
compensation costs. 

 
Services and Supplies  A major expense including the cost of purchased goods 

and services required for operation of a budget unit.  
Included in this object are rent, telecommunications, 
travel and professional contract costs. 

 
Special Fund    Funds which are segregated until they are applied 

against an eligible expense. 
 
 
 
 




